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Building from England’s woodlands

•Enhance use of the forest resource in England
• In the built environment
• Demonstration of what is possible
• Inform future forest strategies (species)

•Open up the value chain
• Test compatibility for MMC
• Education and outreach
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Project work packages
Timber in Construction Innovation Fund
A 3-year project (started June 2022), £296,520 value

• WP1 Project management
• WP2 Wood properties categorisation
• WP3 Optimised engineered timber products
• WP4 Pilot manufacture and prototype testing
• WP5 Outreach and education
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Why?

4

12) New wood product markets 
stimulate more active forest 
management
13) UK commercial forest 
resources may not match 
future value chains
14) Unpredictable supply and 
demand dynamics in global 
wood product markets



Some considerations
•The need for wood
•Social and cultural value
•Nature

•Climate change
•Pests and diseases
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Should we see
“the trees for the wood” or
“the wood for the trees”?



Wood properties categorisation
•Which species have potential?
•What are their properties?
•Best route to strength grading?

• For “new” species?
• Are existing routes still fit for purpose?
• How can standards be improved for species 

diversification?
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FPRL, Princes Risborough, 1928



Construction and strength grading
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Hardwoods
Mainstream hardwood property profiles

Oak
Sweet chestnut

Other hardwoods
Birch, ash, beech, sycamore
cherry, lime, American red oak

Possibly suitable for “softwood” markets
Poplar, aspen, alder, willow

07/12/2023 Building from England’s Woodlands 10

Spain, Italy, France

France

Sweden, Norway, Ireland

Italy, France, Belgium, Austria











Some products
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Some products
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Key points
•You don’t get “high quality” hardwoods just by 
having the trees

•We need not think only of “high quality”
•Home grown hardwoods can only be a small 
contribution to our timber needs

•We need everything we can get
• If we have data, we have options
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