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SOLD STC

SOLD STC

Tustins

WOODLAND FOR SALE

BODOWEN WOOD
Llanegryn, Tywyn, Gwynedd
8.40 Acres / 20.76 Ha
A small well-stocked second rotation
commercial Sitka spruce plantation
with direct road access. Freehold.
Offers over £140,000

GWERNILLA PLANTATION
Gladestry, near Kington, Powys
12.65 Acres / 5.12 Ha
Second rotation conifer woodland with
trees well-established. Investment
opportunity into a young woodland.
Sporting rights included.
Offers over £70,000

PEN Y CEUNANT FOREST
Penybontfawr, near Llanfyllin, Powys
106.63 Acres / 43.15 Ha
A superlative well-managed
commercial forest of distinct quality on
an upland fertile site. Good access.
Sporting rights are included.
Offers over £675,000

REEDSHAW MOSS
Keighley Rd, Cowling, North Yorkshire
134.94 Acres / 54.61 Ha
An impressive commercial woodland
planted in the 1970s on Ickornshaw
Moor. Good conifer planting ground
with superb vehicular access.
Guide price £1,200,000

Mike Tustin

Forestry Investment Specialist

SOLD STC

SOLD STC

John Clegg

Forestry Expert & Agency Specialist

01869 254938

ALLUMS GROVE &
HAIND PARK WOOD
Kempley Road, Dymock, Glos.

In all, 153.47 Acres / 62.10 Ha
For sale as a whole or 2 lots.
Superb multi-purpose woodland.
Large quantities of mature fir, spruce,
oak. Road frontage. Good access.
Guide prices £820,000 & £830,000

BIRCHAM WOOD
Newland, Coleford, Gloucestershire
49.74 Acres / 20.13 Ha
Rare opportunity to own a mixed
woodland within the boundary of the
Forest of Dean. Forestry potential,
wildlife haven. Sporting rights
included.

Offers over £350,000

TUDBEER &
PAINTMOOR WOODS
Chard, Somerset
In all: 39.8 Acres / 16.1 Ha
2 well-managed commercial
Somerset woods with some
amenity value. Sporting included.
Lot 1 - offers over £190,000
Lot 2 - offers over £122,000

COED GLYNCLYGYROGWEN
Near Machynlleth, Powys
273.78 Acres / 110.79 Ha

A medium to long-term commercial
forestry investment benefiting from
outstanding aesthetics in a great
location. Sporting included.
Offers over £1,800,000




Pulled in one direction

STUART GOODALL
CHIEF EXECUTIVE,
CONFOR

With the days getting longer I've taken the
opportunity to get out and visit Members.
Speaking to hard-working, impressive people
along the supply chain is hugely motivating
and helps me to understand what’s
important to Members, both now and longer
term.

I’ve been struck by people saying they
feel increasingly unable to utilise their own
knowledge and experience, constrained by
externally imposed ‘rules’. I've heard from
tree nurseries who have geared up, often
with financial support from governments, to
provide many more millions of trees which
are now going to be destroyed because of
actions outside their control.

Recently, many companies across the UK
actively considering business investment
wrote to ministers seeking a meeting before
a decision is made to move ahead with
a UKFS amendment that will reduce the
maximum percentage of a single species
permitted in an existing or new woodland.
While recognising climate change related
threats, the concern is that this is a blunt
action, a one size fits all approach that will
come with downsides, especially when it
comes to existing woodland.

The common theme here is how much, or
indeed how little, many people in the sector
feel able to determine their own business’s
activity.

We’ve become accustomed to felling
licence legislation, the UK Forestry Standard,
EIA regulations, plant health notices, the
rules of grant schemes etc. To that list we
can now add the Woodland Carbon Code
as carbon trading moves from a niche
activity to a key consideration in much new
woodland creation.

The extent of such control is not new, and
all regulated industries have such concerns.
Plus, it’s important to say that the industry
has and does benefit from the support of the
various forestry agencies and governments.

However, I’'m now hearing more often
from policy makers that productive forestry
and timber businesses need to ‘do more’ or
that the UKFS is only a baseline that should
always be exceeded. To me, the UKFS and
UKWAS should be the best balance of
economic, environmental and social factors,
not a constant shift in one direction.

People | speak to outside the sector are
surprised at how little ‘room for manoeuvre’
there is in forestry, and at how the short-
term financial health and long-term resilience
of so many businesses are heavily influenced
by the decisions and actions flowing from
regulation and rules.

| recognise this isn’t a black and white
issue, and the context varies from country
to country, but maybe the current shade of
grey isn’t quite right?
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TECHNOLOGY & INNOVATION

Offsetting carbon emissions is a key driver for investment in tree planting and
new woodland creation. However, newcomers to the area are often faced with
a complicated process and no easy path to crucial information. John Goffin,
Commercial Development Officer of Kana Earth, explains how uniting the entire
UK Nature Carbon space could accelerate climate action.

he UK Forestry Industry
faces several challenges, not
least of which is meeting
the planting targets set by
the UK Government in 2019:
to reach 30,000 hectares of
new planting annually by the end of 2024.

Irrespective of the ability to meet
this target, one thing is clear: we
need to plant more trees. This
means persuading landowners to
undertake a permanent land-use
change on suitable ground. The
Woodland Carbon Code, as the
most developed carbon code in
the UK, spearheads the market but
is narrow in its current design and
focuses on non-productive wood-
land creation.

Although there are some cur-
rent limitations, carbon and bio-
diversity markets are emerging as
significant vehicles for incentivis-
ing and promoting planting. For
these markets to be effective, they
need to be easy to access, free
of reputational risk, and capable
of delivering sustainable revenue
streams with high integrity.

Organisations involved in de-
veloping new woodlands need to
demonstrate the quality of their
management. Natural capital is no
longer a fringe benefit but a key
driver of woodland creation, and it
will grow exponentially in the next
few years.

However, we need to be crystal
clear that if we do not act now, pri-
vate investment poised to enter the
sector will not wait and will instead go
to other domestic and offshore markets to
deliver natural capital at scale.

This is where innovative approaches

6 FORESTRY & TIMBER NEWS ¢ June 2023

partnered with technology solutions can
really deliver and promote wider indus-
try confidence and efficiency. Ultimately,
we need to fast track the maturity of the
market, get it delivering the investment at
scale and growing the number of projects
and new woodlands to reach our national
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Project overviews on The UK Nature
Directory offer rich content and quality

assurance to potential buyers.

targets as quickly as possible.

At Kana Earth, we are focused on deliv-
ering a suite of innovative technology solu-
tions to create efficiency, help the carbon
market grow, and allow the forestry indus-
try to deliver more woodland. Our technol-
ogy is deployed in four key parts.

UK Nature Directory

This directory is designed to show-
case every natural capital project in
the UK. It allows woodland manag-
ers to tell the full story of planting
and show its progression over time
with imagery and drone footage. It
also offers the ability for multiple
projects from different developers
to be grouped together under a
collective marketing badge.

Foresters can add additional
certifications they have achieved
for the woodland, allowing them to
evidence quality. The directory also
captures and displays all carbon
compliance information and audit
records that the project creates.
Critically, the directory showcases
the developers as organisations,
demonstrating their values and
management integrity.

This is absolutely vital if we are to
easily demonstrate on a large scale
that these projects are not green-
wash, have integrity, will achieve
their anticipated outcomes, and as
such can carry a higher price and
be investable.

Kana Hub
Hub is designed to simplify the pro-
cess of creating compliant docu-
ments and managing multiple carbon pro-
jects for project developers. It also serves
another vital function for market integrity.

CONFOR.ORG.UK



By integrating with independent verifiers
and the codes themselves, it secures the
audit trail and eliminates the need for dis-
organised emails and unsecure Word doc-
uments whilst standardising input consist-
ency across the market.

Hub contains a custom code language,
NatureScript, which allows Kana to work
with a standard, such as the Woodland
Carbon Code, to quickly update and gen-
erate necessary templates into convenient,
user-friendly digital forms, with no need for
complicated or custom development.

This update will immediately roll down
into all associated compliance documents,
eliminating the problem of version control
and developers using outdated documen-
tation.

Hub is also introducing a new feature
for managing project groups. These pro-
jects are smaller in scale and are grouped
together to allow cost savings in valida-
tion and verification. Previously, managing
these projects was onerous, but with the
Kana Hub solution, this process can now
be easily performed. The solution can also
help reduce the overhead associated with
these groupings.

In addition, other innovations such as
the ability to subcontract work, share ac-
cess with multiple participants, and the in-
tuitive navigation are fully integrated into
the system.

Kana Market

This marketplace offers seamless trad-
ing of units, and is currently in the design

CONFOR.ORG.UK
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phase. Alongside a standard legal frame-
work, Market will provide banking-grade
settlement options for landowners and de-
velopers who wish to transact carbon and
biodiversity units.

Kana Seed

This natural capital portfolio management
system, currently in prototype design, will
enable institutional investors to manage
their natural capital and forestry funds
in @ manner similar to how they manage
equities. With built-in risk management
features, project and developer ratings,
sensitivity analysis, as well as prospectus
compliance and drift, Kana Seed will allow
investment managers to act with confi-
dence and invest in projects, unlocking pri-
vate investment opportunities.

We are not pioneering this effort alone
and there is no monopoly on good ideas.
The Kana technology suite is designed to
encourage the integration of third-party
technology. As technology advances rap-
idly, geospatial data analysis on landhold-
ings will become a standard feature of the
industry, alongside remote sensor monitor-
ing.

To incentivise land use change to wood-
land, we must address the challenge of
annual revenue streams. Existing land use,
primarily livestock agriculture, generates
an annual revenue stream. Shifting from
this to a periodic income is a significant
challenge. To address this, verification cy-
cles will need to move toward annual as-
sessment. This will require the use of re-

farima

Developers can see a dashboard
overview of all of their projects,
and can complete validation

and verifications, with verifiers
and codes, easily on-platform in
Kana Hub.
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mote, self-assessed, or modelled analysis
to inform the assessment, backed up by
more traditional verification at wider inter-
vals.

Our aim is to support any such changes
to the current direction of travel.

We believe in open data and that the
owner of the data should be the owner of
the underlying project. This is key because
it encourages the development of special-
ist technologies and applications that can
link to public data in an open but secure
manner.

We recognise that as we collect data, it
will inform our models and the way we val-
ue projects and manage risk. Science may
inevitably change over time, but we can
understand its impact at micro and macro
scales from a technological perspective.
This allows us to deploy change efficiently
and manage market risk, reducing the pos-
sibility of systemic failure.

Although the technology itself is in-
novative, the potential it unlocks for the
market is significant. It is clear that in or-
der to create more woodland, we need to
recognise where the investment is coming
from, embrace new technology, and inno-
vate the way we work. Doing so will allow
us to grow and manage these projects ef-
ficiently, showcasing our talent and quality
in the process.

If you are interested in learning more about
Kana and what it can do for your business,
get in touch with John at john.goffin@kana.
earth.
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CONFOR

MPs and peers call for funding to help
veterans find a career in forestry

Politicians to ask Veterans Minister Johnny Mercer for financial support to help
ex-military personnel find a career in forestry.

he All-Party Parliamentary Group
(APPG) on Forestry and Tree Plant-
ing heard that taster sessions giving
people the chance to drive large forestry
machines had been successful in Scotland.

The sessions, organised by Confor,
were funded by Skills Development Scot-
land and Scottish Forestry, and supported
by John Deere, which provided machines
worth up to £200,000.

However, at present, no funding is avail-
able to support the taster sessions in Eng-
land or Wales.

Richard Hunter, Confor’s Technical
and Industry Support Manager, urged the
APPG to request funding. He was support-
ed by Guy Opperman, Conservative MP for
Hexham, and by Ben Lake, Plaid Cymru MP
for Ceredigion.

Mr Lake, who was earlier re-elected as
Chair of the APPG at its AGM, agreed to
write to Veterans Minister Johnny Mercer
MP on behalf of the Group.

The APPG had also heard from Scott
Cooper who spoke about his own journey
from a mechanic in the REME (Royal Elec-
trical and Mechanical Engineers) to a su-
pervisor with Forestry England.

He served more than 23 years in the mil-
itary, mainly in Germany, working on a vari-
ety of vehicles including Challenger Tanks.

Preparing to leave the army, forestry
hadn’t been on Scott’s radar until he was

Above (LtR): Ben Lake MP, Scott Cooper, Lord Clark, Lord Colgrain, Stuart
Goodall & Richard Hunter. Right: Military veteran Scott Cooper, now of
Forestry England, with James Wild MP.
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told about a mechanic role in the indus-
try. He later became a machine operator
and then supervisor, and now oversees
safety and operations on harvesting sites.
Scott has worked in forestry now for ten
years and said he regularly recommended
friends - ex-military and others - to consid-
er it as a career.

The meeting also heard from Charles
Bushby, Director (for Central Scotland)
with Scottish Woodlands Ltd, who served
as an officer in the Black Watch until 1994
before retraining as a forester in his 30s.
He said the skills of communication and
managing people he learned in the military
were vital to becoming an effective man-
ager in the forestry industry, as well as how
to operate heavy machinery in difficult lo-
cations.

Charles added: “I also found that being
able to write documents that are accurate
and to the point (which | had done in the
military) also helped in forestry.”

Richard Hunter said forestry needed an
estimated 3,000 people to plug UK-wide
skills gaps. As part of Confor’s strategy to
address this, he works with High Ground
(which helps ex-military personnel move
into land-based careers) and the MoD’s
Career Transition Partnership (CTP).

Mr Hunter said taster sessions where
ex-military personnel could try
out large machinery were vital

to ‘make it real’. Scottish courses had been
extremely successful over the last two
years, he said, but new funding was need-
ed to hold these courses elsewhere in the
UK, not least because it was costly and dif-
ficult to move such heavy machines.

“Industry is behind it, and will supply the
kit, and the interest is definitely there - but
we need funding to make it happen in Eng-
land,” he added.

Mr Hunter discussed transferable skills
that helped ex-forces personnel make the
transition to forestry. “The military trains
people very well - making them good team
players, good leaders and forward thinkers,
all qualities that are needed in forestry,” he
said.

“Forward planning is crucial in under-
standing what actions are needed in for-
estry, now, or next year for a crop that
takes decades to grow. Veterans in my
experience get this long-term view. They
have served for years, and see their input
paying off over the long term.”

He added: “Another excellent quality
that veterans bring is life experience, skills
not taught in colleges and universities -
thinking on your feet, problem solving and
taking action when needed. These are skills
that take years to master, but to veterans
they are second nature.”

CONFOR.ORG.UK
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CONFOR

Forestry a force for good in creating
jobs for a net zero workforce

Tens of thousands of new green jobs could be created in the UK if ambitious tree planting
targets are met, a report by the Climate Change Committee (CCC) has revealed.

new report published by the CCC in
AMay estimated that “afforestation

could see up to 40,000 new jobs”
being created in the UK.

‘A Net Zero Workforce’ highlights areas
of the economy which could potentially
have a significant impact on the UK’s ef-
forts to meet its Net Zero targets by 2050
(2045 in Scotland). Forestry and horticul-
ture are among those identified as deliver-
ing economic growth and employment.

Crucially, the report noted that the “de-
velopment of afforestation could create
opportunities across the UK, including in
areas with historically low employment lev-
els”.

The CCC concluded that “with the right
conditions, Net Zero can provide an oppor-
tunity for growth in high-quality jobs, dis-
tributing opportunities across regions and
increasing diversity”. However, the report
also stated that “without active manage-
ment (of the transition), there are risks of
an inadequate UK skills base to deliver the
transition and inequitable or disruptive im-
pacts for the workforce and communities”.
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It advised that to unlock the greatest
jobs and economic growth benefit, govern-
ments should identify key sectors and work
with them to develop and maintain the mo-
mentum towards achieving net zero, while
also seeking to support new employment
that will benefit those sectors and geogra-
phies most impacted by the shift to a low-
carbon economy.

Forestry and agriculture

The parallel issues of opportunity and chal-
lenge can be seen in land-use and agricul-
ture, one of the key sectors that the CCC
looked at. The report identified that tree
planting/forestry will grow, as will non-
livestock agriculture, but that livestock ag-
riculture will contract.

Reflecting the language that the Scot-
tish Government has used on a just tran-
sition, the report said that “the transition
provides a range of opportunities, from
driving growth in areas with historically low
employment to diversifying the workforce
of core Net Zero sectors”, but it also comes
with risks that will need to be managed,

including “an inadequate supply of skilled
workers, and potentially disruptive impacts
to some communities”.

Achieving the levels of tree-planting
ambition in the CCC’s Balanced Pathway
could require between 6,600 and 39,000
new workers by 2030 in the UK (peatland
restoration could produce up to 560 and
2,200 additional jobs), according to the
CCC.

‘A Net Zero Workforce’ acknowledged
that some of this work could be undertak-
en by people already employed in the ag-
riculture sector (e.g. by incentivising farm-
ers to diversify) and that barriers exist to
finding new workers to enable the forestry
sector to grow.

An increase in land used for carbon se-
guestration, and a shift in UK diets to less
meat and dairy as set out in the CCC’s Sixth
Carbon Budget, would result in a change
to the way land is managed. The literature
examined by the CCC suggests that 7,000
to 42,000 jobs could be lost from farming
as a result.

continued on p13
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CULNAKIRK WOODLAND

Near Drumnadrochit, Inverness-shire

132.57 Hectares / 327.58 Acres

FOR SALE

Offers over £1,100,000

Young forest investment opportunity with a high yielding timber crop
along with 16,526 registered woodland carbon PIU’s in an outstanding
location with excellent access and sporting rights included.

BOON WOOD

Near Lauder, Scottish Borders

38.98 Hectares / 96.32 Acres

FOR SALE

Offers over £8%20,000

A mature Sitka spruce plantation with a substantial volume of
timber ready to be felled in an excellent location for timber sales
with fertile soils suitable for growing high yield class crops.

L IDADL

To see details of these
properties and others
currently for sale, please
visit: www.landfor.co.uk

Selling Agent: Patrick Porteous
+44 (0)7444 559510

patrick@landfor.co.uk « www.landfor.co.uk
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Claims can be registered on-line from 1st February 2023 and must be registered within 28 days of purchase for qualifying models.
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Forestry

SCOTTISH Harvesting
WOODLAN DS Investment

Utilities & Landscaping

Tilhill, the UK’s leading
provider of nature-based
solutions

Regional Harvesting & Marketing Manager
DUMFRIES - SOUTH WEST SCOTLAND

We are seeking an EXPERIENCED, ENTHUSIASTIC AND SELF-MOTIVATED INDIVIDUAL WITH
RELEVANT HARVESTING AND MARKETING EXPERIENCE to join our existing team in South-West
Scotland. Based out of our Dumfries office, key duties will involve working closely with our existing
clients, customers, markets and involved in the development of new business.

Applicants should have ...

an in-depth and extensive understanding of timber harvesting marketing; standing sale
assessments; site planning; harvesting systems and as head of the department, you should have

| proven experience of leading and developing an existing timber harvesting management team &
contractors across a wide geographical location.

Demonstrable operational experience is required, and Forestry qualifications are advantageous
but not a pre-requisite. You will have excellent professional acumen, be commercially aware, be
IT literate and possess excellent communication and organisation skills. Demonstrable experience
of working with contractors, project management and health & safety management are also
essential for the role.

1billion trees 15 1,000 years

planted by us 3 of forestry

since 1948 L 2k experience
A e R

We employ more
Chartered Foresters
than any other
private organisation

Candidates must also have a current driving licence to perform the remit of the role.

— * Scan the QR code to find out
Scottish Woodlands offer ... “more and apply...

Scottish Woodlands offer an attractive salary and
benefits package. This includes company vehicle,
generous pension scheme, life assurance,
permanent health insurance, private health care
1.5M tonnes of logs We certify 50% of and the opportunity for equity participation.
harvested by us UK woodlands in
each year private ownership

Closing Date 16 June 2023

°
FeTh wml I h I I I .co W e " Scottish Woodlands is a leading forestry management company with a long For details of information gathered during our
g . B o L# =

=)

tradition of serving forest owners and investors in Scotland and the rest of recruitment process, please see our Job Applicant
the UK. For more information, visit: Privacy Notice on the careers section of our
Webpage.

kustitute of

www.scottishwoodlands.co.uk & === el e

GOLDCREST

LAND & FORESTRY GROUP

BROUGHTONKNOWE WOOD

Broughton | Scottish Borders | 55.85 Hectares / 138.01 Acres

Possibly the most charming and interesting
mixed woodland in the Scottish Borders.

FREEHOLD FOR SALE IN 3 LOTS OR AS A WHOLE

Lot 1: Broughtonknowe Wood - 45.79 Hectares / 113.15 Acres
Offers Over £715,000

Lot 2: Broughtonknowe North - 9.13 Hectares / 22.56 Acres
Offers Over £130,000

Lot 3: Buildings - 0.93 Hectares / 2.30 Acres
Offers Over £30,000

AS A WHOLE: Offers over £875,000

For further details, please contact:

Jon Lambert MRICS
jon@goldcrestlfg.com - 07900 320 475

Emily Watson
emily@goldcrestlfg.com - 07919 315 813

18 Great Stuart Street, Edinburgh, EH3 7TN
+44 (0) 131 3786 122 | office@goldcrestlfg.com | www.goldcrestlfg.com
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continued from pi10

Bringing these two sectors together,
the report noted that livestock farming
activity could be redirected to activities
like tree planting and management on
farms (i.e. on-farm diversification), and
that lost farming jobs could be replaced by
new jobs in forestry, while noting that the
median age of a farm-holder in the UK is
60.

Interestingly, the report also examined
the impact of job creation in “enabling sec-
tors” that will support the transition to Net
Zero. These include educators and skills
providers as well as finance through bol-

stering green finance - an area where the
UK government wants the country to be a
leader.

Managing the transition

The report makes clear that governments
can make a difference, to help enable a
‘just transition’. The key actions include:

« Identifying key sectors e.g. agriculture,
land-use and forestry.

* Bringing the sectors together to plan for
the transition.

« Offering government funding for reskill-
ing, accessible career advice and the avail-
ability of alternative employment.

CONFOR

While governments need not intervene
in every sector of the economy, the report
strongly recommended that government
“should develop clear plans that iden-
tify when and where policy responses are
needed”. Policy must be put in place if it
is to harness the potential of the transition
and manage its risks.

Confor has welcomed the report, stat-
ing that it is keen to work with govern-
ments and farming representatives in a
strategic, considered way and called on
governments to bring the parties together
to maximise the opportunities for creating
jobs in areas undergoing transition.

Setting out priorities for future
afforestation in Scotland

A recent Scottish Forestry consultation sought views on the Forestry Grant Scheme,
looking for ways to improve the funding across a number of goals. Confor’s National
Manager for Scotland, April Armstrong, summarises the response submitted on behalf

of our Members.

ollowing a process of significant
Fengagement and discussion with

Members across Scotland, Con-
for last month submitted a 20-page
response to the Scottish Forestry con-
sultation on the existing Forestry Grant
Scheme (FGS).

Views were being sought on how the
FGS may be invigorated and better in-
tegrated with other sources of funding,
strengthening Net Zero, biodiversity,
economic and community wealth build-
ing priorities.

Additionally, the consultation was
used as a vehicle to gather insights on
the development of grant support for
forestry post-2025, namely through the
Agricultural Bill when it replaces the cur-
rent legislative framework provided by
the Scotland Rural Development Pro-
gramme.

The questions fell under five headings:
1. Introduction and rationale for provid-
ing grant support for forestry
2. Forests delivering for Scotland’s Cli-
mate Change Plan
3. Integrating woodlands on farms and
crofts
4. Forests delivering for
communities
5. Forests delivering for biodiversity and
the environment

Our response set out a scenario for
Scotland’s forestry industry that reflect-
ed the priorities of our Members, reit-
erating that priority should be given to

people and

CONFOR.ORG.UK

ensuring a smoother delivery of the cur-
rent scheme rather than introducing ad-
ditional requirements/constraints.

The need for grant support
We believe the FGS should remain a dis-
creet offering within the future Scottish
Agricultural Bill, and that it should remain
under Scottish Forestry’s remit, albeit
with the inclusion of annual recurrent
maintenance payments. These are cur-
rently claimed through the Single Appli-
cation Form (SAF) - a system that was
not designed with forestry in mind.
Whilst requiring a discrete offering
to ensure that the FGS reaches its high-
est potential, we would also like to see
greater synergy with agricultural fund-
ing, integrating policy that allows farm-
ers and other landowners to easily access
forestry funding. Changes to specific ar-
eas under the existing grants framework
would allow for better complementa-
rity between the forestry and agriculture
funding options, especially for smaller
woodland creation applications.

Adjustments for inflation

Grant rates have remained stagnant for
almost four years with the last review
taking place in June 2019. Given recent
inflation, which has seen deer fencing
costs exceed double of that provided
by FGS, these rates are no longer allow-
ing our Members to “overcome” the high
capital costs associated with the creation

of new woodlands.

An increase in grant rates is essen-
tial if we are to see planting targets
achieved. We also highlighted the po-
tential of elevated grant rates coupled
with a lower administrative burden to in-
centivise smaller schemes and requested
increased rates for more challenging
woodland creation schemes, boosted
support for woodland management, and
the removal of fixed grant models in sup-
port of more diverse forestry.

The consultation additionally pro-
posed a grant support mechanism that
has more flexibility to maximise oppor-
tunities to blend private and public fi-
nance to support woodland creation. We
agreed with this premise, recognising
that this could facilitate greater levels of
tree planting and help achieve govern-
ment targets. However, we are cautious
that it is planned appropriately and in
conjunction with industry to avoid any
unintended consequences.

Tackling climate change

Confor and our Members understand the
importance of forestry’s role in tackling
the climate emergency and achieving
net zero with forests, and in particular
productive forests, sequestering large
amounts of carbon.

Our forests must be resilient to
changes in climate to ensure the future
of our industry, however we do not feel

continued on p14
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continued from pi13

it should be the role of the FGS to regulate
compliance against baseline levels of envi-
ronmental and climatic benefit. Instead, we
see the FGS as the driver to forest estab-
lishment and would like to see greater sup-
port with woodland creation.

Requirements for resilience against the
impacts of climate change and pests and
diseases should, in our view, remain within
the remit of UKFS. However, we have noted
concern about the fixation on percentage
of a single species at a given site denoting
‘resilience’, and instead believe in the right-
tree-right-place approach as the percent-
age model fails to approach the issue at a
landscape scale.

Confor stands ready to work with Scot-
tish Government to establish and under-
take the research that would inform resil-
ience.

Forests for communities
The forest-based industry wishes to play
an increasingly important role in support-
ing economically vibrant rural communities
and areas. Woodland creation schemes are
already seeking to support Community
Wealth Building (CWB) and would wel-
come grant support to enable this to hap-
pen more consistently.

We would also like to see an improved
Public Register to ensure that there is

14 FORESTRY & TIMBER NEWS ¢ June 2023

greater transparency about proposals and
the decisions that have been made on
them. This is an issue that has long required
attention and could reduce the time and
administrative burdens of routine enquir-
ies, whilst also providing stakeholders with
all the initial information they require.

Support for biodiversity
Our Members have emphasised that one
of the key issues in addressing biodiver-
sity loss is the management of herbivore
impact, particularly issues caused by deer.
Grant support must provide a greater de-
gree of flexibility for landowners and man-
agers to tackle the impact of deer based
upon the site and landscape conditions
that an application resides in.

As such, Confor would like to see grant
provision for deer management that allows
wider management options and sits within

the standard grant offering.

We also identified regeneration and na-
tive woodland creation incentives, wood-
land creation grant aid for the repair of
existing damaged woodland, and funded
research into the biodiversity benefits of
forests and woodland that are managed
productively as areas requiring attention.

Applicant frustrations

Confor took this opportunity to raise the
concerns of our Members around severe
time delays for application approvals. It is
difficult to ignore that this is a major con-
straint to woodland creation and is impact-
ing the industry’s ability to deliver and
meet targets in any given year.

Applicants awaiting a decision are pre-
vented from being able to plan resources,
including the hiring and training of staff
that is essential given the current skills
shortage that the industry is facing.

Going forward, Confor hopes to see
more support and training being delivered
to Scottish Forestry staff to improve effec-
tive and timely decision making, in addition
to the implementation of a defined timeline
for the consideration of grant applications.

Links to the Scottish
Forestry consultation and Confor’s full
response are available on our website:
https://bit.ly/4307Xwu

CONFOR.ORG.UK
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Anthony Geddes gives a preview
of what’s on at this year’s event

ollowing the success of the Royal
FWeIsh Show 2022, | am pleased to

share that we will be back with our
Confor forest industry expo for this year’s
event. We have huge support and repre-
sentation from the forestry sector with new
and familiar faces joining us, including Pry-
or & Rickett, AW. Jenkinson Forest Prod-
ucts, the Institute of Chartered Foresters,
Small Woods Association and SAF Wood-
land Management.

Please take the opportunity to drop
by our stand, discuss your needs with our
partner businesses, get up to speed on cur-
rent forestry matters, and take some time
to enjoy our hospitality.

Sponsors

The support from the sector has been
overwhelming and I'd like to offer special
thanks to our sponsors.

]

nEw
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NexGen Tree Shelters

NexGen supply environmentally friendly
tree shelters, spiral guards and vole guards
that are a viable alternative to plastic. All
their products are manufactured from a
mix of British wool, a biodegradable polyol
made from ethically sourced cashew nut-
shell liguid and castor oil, and an innovative
custom polymer.

Tilhill

Tilhill offers a full range of forest and wood-
land management services to owners, in-
cluding forestry and woodland investment
expertise. Our forestry management ser-
vices are fulfilled by qualified and experi-
enced managers who care for your wood-
land or forest to get you the best possible
return and access to the premium timber
prices providing an unrivalled service to
our clients.

Tustins

Tustins is a bespoke business aimed at
providing the highest levels of independ-

SPONSORS

Tilhill ﬁiﬁa.w..lenkinsnn

FOREST PRODUCTS

ent service to clients using their extensive
knowledge of forestry and woodland in-
vestment.

John Clegg & Co

John Clegg & Co have specialised in the
forestry and woodland market for over 50
years and are one of the leading agents in
the UK, selling, acquiring and valuing hun-
dreds of woodlands each year. Whether
you are selling or buying woodland, require
a forestry valuation or independent asset
management we can provide professional
advice throughout the UK.

Bronwin & Abbey

Bronwin & Abbey prides itself on offering a
bespoke service that accommodates every
individual owner’s requirements. We rec-
ognise the importance of making wood-
lands profitable and have a proven track
record in maximising returns from timber
sales and grants as well as a good knowl-
edge of the newly developing carbon and
natural capital markets.

lohn Clegg &Co [

CONFOR.ORG.UK



2-2.45pm
Wood Fuel & Rural Economy Small
Woods & Confor

8.30-9.30am

Contractors Breakfast

Ash Safety Update & Managing the
Public. Sponsored by John Clegg & Co.
10.30-11.30am

Forestry Training Service UK
Seminar Update by Confor
12.30-1.30pm

A new paradigm for forestry Seminar
& Lunch. Sponsored by Tustin’s
2-2.45pm

Young Forestry Professional
Presentation

3.30-4dpm

Woodlands Competition

8.30-9.30am

Tree Planting - Healthy Trees
Contractor Talk. Sponsored by Tilhill
12.30-1.30pm

Trees on Farm. Sponsored by Bronwin
& Abbey

2-2.45pm

Forest Research Presentation

A full programme of events will be
communicated to Members and
published on the Confor Website prior
to RWAS 2023.

epresentatives from Confor,
R Forest Research and the manu-

facturers, Certis Belchim, will
be meeting with the pesticide regula-
tor at the start of June to press for the
continuation of the use of Gazelle for
the control of Hylobius.

At the time of writing, the outcome
is uncertain, and if unsuccessful, then
the final date for purchase of product
bearing MAPP number 13725 which
permits forestry use is 31 July 2023,
with final use and storage by 31 July
2024.

As this product runs out in mer-
chant stores it will be replaced by
product with MAPP number 20034,
which will not permit forestry use un-
less the regulator agrees to forestry
continuation.

Foresters wishing to use the prod-
uct before expiry in 2024 should
therefore obtain supplies without de-
lay.

Fortunately, we have persuasive ar-
guments to defend current use, both
as a pre-planting treatment, and as
a post-planting spray, with particular
emphasis on demonstrating that cur-
rent practice will have minimal or no
adverse effects on non target ecol-
ogy. In addition, Certis Belchim have
been assiduous in generating data
which will hopefully assuage the regu-
lators particular environmental safety
concerns.

There are three potential outcomes

CONFOR

Push for continued
use of Gazelle

Colin Palmer gives an update on the regulatory status
of forestry uses of Gazelle for Hylobius control.

following these discussions:

1. Current recommendations for Ga-
zelle SG in forestry are permitted in
full.

2. Gazelle SG usage is permitted but
with one or more of the following re-
strictions:

a. Pre-planting only

b. Post-planting only
c. Reduced rates for
treatments

d. Reduced rates for post-planting
treatments

e. Restrictions on the number of post
planting applications

3. All forestry uses of Gazelle SG dis-
continued after 31 July 2024

A case for continued use in Christ-
mas trees and by forest nurseries in
seedbeds and transplant lines is also
being made at the meeting. Though,
realistically, the regulatory hurdles to
be overcome in these sectors are like-
ly to make a positive outcome even
more of a challenge.

Confor recognises the importance
of this issue and considerable time
and effort is being devoted to obtain-
ing the best possible outcome. Mem-
bers will be updated as soon as the
regulatory decisions have been com-
municated to us.

pre-planting

Colin Palmer, Rural Services, repre-
sents Confor’s chemical & pesticide
helpline for Members. www.ruralser-
vices.info

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU SOON!

Eliza
Hibbins-Cline,
Membership
& Marketing
Manager

am excited to announce that advance

tickets are now available for our Confor

Woodland Show, due to be held at the
Bath and West Showground on 21-22 Sep-
tember 2023. You can visit the Events sec-
tion of the Confor website to see purchase
options.

CONFOR.ORG.UK

Please note that all Confor Members
can gain FREE entry to the show! More
details on how to secure your entry to the
showground will be shared closer to the
time. If you have any queries in the mean-
time, please email me at eliza@confor.org.
uk.

| would also like to take the opportunity
to thank David Gittins, on behalf of Confor
and all the Members, for his work over the
years as Confor’s tax helpline advisor and
wish him a very happy retirement. Nicho-
las Smail will now be taking over the role;
all his details can be found on our website.

Remember that as a Confor Member you
are entitled to 30 mins free advice from all
our helplines!

Lastly, a warm welcome to our new-
est Members: Peter Jones (Greengold
Timberlands) and Dafydd Powell (Scot-
tish Woodlands) in Scotland; and Tom
Coxhead (Leeds Coppice Workers), Dar-
ren Phizacklea (E&D Phizacklea), Henry
Gunn, Kelly Morss (Student) and Jasmine
Ely in England.

Eliza on 07918 880285 or email
eliza@confor.org.uk
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CONFOR WOODLAND SHOW

New site, new thinking

The Confor Woodland
Show makes its long-
awaited return at the Bath
& West Showground this
September.

for anyone interested in forestry and

woodlands to hear about the latest
products and services, receive practical
advice, network with peers, and enjoy the
demos and seminars offered over the two
days.

Held this year at the Bath & West Show-
ground on Thursday 21 September and
Friday 22 September, the Show promises a
valuable snapshot of the industry. Whether
you work in forestry or are looking to find
out more, there’s something for everyone.

You can also drop by the Confor tent at
any time to chat with the team, grab a cup
of tea, or join one of the seminars discuss-

_|_ he Confor Woodland Show is a place

'ﬂ Promoting forestry and wood

WOODLAND
SHOW

BATH & WEST SHOWGROUND

ing issues currently impacting the sector.
Topics this year include bioplastic innova-
tions, trends in the forest marketplace, and
modern management techniques.

Forest Workers Zone

The Forest Workers Zone will again be at-
tending the Confor Woodland Show this
year. Acting as a ‘one stop’ place to for
people working in the practical side of the
industry to come for information, advice
and networking.

Gold sponsor

B. Price
MUS-MAX
Specialist Ltd

rainbow
professiona

sbuppind) You ermir pomend

[JCPL

&b I»;

Silver sponsor

Euroforest

@Sylvagen

Achuncing growsh

TUBEX'

Approved

HYORALILICS

*
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Q* Forestry Commission

Organisations attending include Peren-
nial, Land Workers Alliance, Forestry Con-
tracting Association, Small Woods Associ-
ation, Mid Wales and Marches Assessment
Centre, The National Coppice Federation,
and others campaigning on behalf of for-
est workers.

They’ll be holding practical demonstra-
tions on skills such as chainsaw mainte-
nance and tips for looking after our bodies,
as well as being on hand to answer your
guestions or discuss any issues you are fac-
ing.

The theme of this year’s panel discus-
sions is diversity - come along at 14:00 on
both Thursday and Friday and let us know
why you feel it’s important, what it means
to you, and how we as an industry can wid-
en the gene pool of the workforce.

Plus, we’re not forgetting the ever pop-
ular ‘Chainsaw Hold Out Contest’! See you
there.

Exhibitors & Sponsors

Exhibitor bookings are open until 1 August
2023. Confor Members benefit from a dis-
counted booking rate and all APF 2022 ex-
hibitors get an additional 5% off.

Various pitch options are still available
throughout the showground.

Sponsorship packages and other pro-
motional opportunities have limited avail-
ability.

Visit www.conforwoodlandshow.org.uk
for more information..

Advance Tickets
Visitor tickets can now be purchased on-
line. Bookings made before the event will
cost less than tickets purchased at the
gate.

Follow the QR code or visit our website:
www.conforwoodlandshow.org.uk

Confor Members are entitled to free
entry to the Show with display of a valid
Membership Card. Further details on entry
for Members will be communicated direct-
ly before the Show.

Bronze sponsor
and Confor Breakfast / Lunch sponsor

CSXK

CARBOMN

2 ASPEN

Pk L P Fif RS S

Confor Breakfast / Lunch sponsor

JOHMN CLEGG & CO
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HARDWOOD AUCTION

36th Annual Auction to be held on
30th November 2023

With the full prospect of a back to
normal live auction

ENTRIES ARE INVITED

By 2nd October for catalogue inclusion.
To include logs, standing timber and
some softwood

A live auction sale with high
achievement record

Further details and/or enquiries to: John Jenkins,
87 Monnow Street, Monmouth NP25 3EW
monmouth@david-james.co.uk Tel: 01600 712916

d DAVID JAMES

—
)

EXETER CHARCOAL

Makers of the Exeter Retort

The Exeter Retort is available to order.
Produces high quality barbeque
charcoal/biochar in a fraction of the
time taken by traditional ring kilns.

07515 683908
www.carboncompost.co.uk
admin@carboncompost.co.uk

CONFOR.ORG.UK

MARSHAILL

AGRICULITURAL ENGINEERING

(0]TE1114Y;
Machinery

Speaks For Itself

(%

B} WestTeEcH
|
EQUIPMENT. =3 KoNEOSAPALVELU

@ s Biiariteraa TC canceLa’

MULCHING SOLUTIONS

Eschlbock BIBER

www.marshalllogging.co.uk

FEL_E=EX | DALEN |

Eﬁ tel: 01892 770788 | mob 07836 274164
=1 [~ . .
email: sales@marshalllogging.co.uk
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A tale of two careers fairs

Confor’s Richard Hunter shares his recent experiences representing the forestry industry
at career fairs for military and school leavers.

urrayfield: the home of Scottish
M rugby, and where training and skill

are on the greatest display. It made
a fitting venue for an Armed Forces careers
fair to showcase what forestry can offer
veterans.

Highlighting their transferable skills is
the key to attracting ex-Forces personnel.
They have bags of life experience, such
as the ability to deal with people often in
stressful conditions. Confor’s presence at
the event was intended to showcase the
breadth of roles available in forestry.

Of the 600 people that attended Mur-
rayfield, it felt that the majority stopped to
chat or at least pass comment. One sen-
ior officer asked why we were there as we
didn’t have job opportunities within Confor
that he could apply for; 10 minutes later he
was a solid convert to what forestry can
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WHAT IS THE CTP?

When leaving the Armed Forces, a
considerable amount of assistance is
available through the Career Transition
Partnership (CTP), including access to
funds for training, release from duties
for career fairs and taster/shadowing
events, plus dedicated CTP staff to
point veterans in any direction.

offer for those in his command when they
plan to leave.

Regret was not something | had expect-
ed to hear much of going into the day, but
that was the perspective for one veteran.
Three years ago, he could have started a
forestry degree, the course would have fit
around his duties, and it would have been
fully funded by the Army. It was a route he
didn’t take at the time, and he said he had
been kicking himself ever since.

Thankfully, he is still interested in forest-
ry and is now looking at distance learning
routes and short courses.

Surprisingly, the interest wasn’t all
about machinery and management. A few
attendees had a passion for growing and
had never considered tree nurseries as a
future career path.

The Confor stand was designed to high-
light the whole supply chain of seed to
sawn. Using a variety of props to grab at-
tention, we received several positive com-
ments and the quality of materials supplied
by members such as James Jones and
Sons, Egger, Trees Please and Forrest Es-
tate really enhanced our display.

The work situations and ‘day in the life...
materials from Euroforest were a particu-
lar hit as they allowed the veterans to see
for themselves what a life in forest man-
agement involves. The other successful
handout was the Forestry Induction Pack,
a great document designed to give a brief
overview of forestry to potential recruits. A
new edition is planned to include process-
ing.

Confor’s activities are, of course, not
limited to the CTP and | also recently at-
tended a careers fair hosted by Forestry
Minister Trudy Harrison.

It is common for most MPs to host a ca-
reers fair within their constituency, and we
took advantage of that fact to further our
engagement with the minister while raising
the profile of forestry in West Cumbria. To
ensure that our stand stood out, we bor-
rowed a forest machine simulator from
Blacklock Harvesting which proved to be a
hit with the minister and other attendees
at the event.

In speaking with the other stand holders
at the event, such as from the nuclear in-
dustry, it was clear that they too are strug-
gling to attract new workers. They talked
about many of the same issues we see in
forestry, like young people not knowing
about their industry and the lack of train-
ing dedicated to their sector.

Only through regular attendance at
these types of events, plus engagement
with young people through schools and
the STEM network can we raise the profile
of forestry as potential career and create a
pipeline of new young people to enter the
industry.

CONFOR.ORG.UK



WPA

Wood Protection Association

Interior and exterior environments are poles apart.

Timber in ground contact and permanently

exposed to wetting, requires extra protection. So, it's
important to know the correct level of treatment has
been achieved.

Are you selling timber which is fit for purpose?

Independent timber trade body - the Wood Protection
Association, operates the WPA Benchmark Scheme.

It provides audited verification of a company’s ability to
treat wood to current industry Standards.

Benchmark

APPROVED TREATER

Ground contact timber? Make sure it's
treated to Use Class 4 levels of protection.

Share our campaign to promote

fit for purpose timber: BenCh ma I"k

GROUND CONTACT www.thewpa.org.uk/make-sure-it-s-4 APPROVED PRODUCT

01977 558274 ~— contact@thewpa.org.uk Find a WPA Approved Treater

W TIMBER The WPA is affiliated with Timber Development UK.
%” 4&5 DEVELOPMENT Working together to grow demand for preservative treated timber by
WA UK raising standards throughout the supply chain.




MEMBER PROFILE

BRINGING PLANTING
FULL CIRCLE

Eleanor O’Neill spoke to Pierre Talpe (pictured right), Director
at Rainbow Professional Ltd, about how the company is still
staying innovative after 60 years.
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familiar name to those in

the forestry, landscaping,

and horticultural sectors,

Rainbow Professional

Ltd is a leading manu-

facturer of tree care and
landscaping products based in Hull, East
Yorkshire.

Founded in 1963, Rainbow is celebrat-
ing its 60th anniversary this year and is
set on upholding a legacy of innovation,
entrepreneurship, and positive environ-
mental impact.

“Rainbow was the first in the market to
launch 100% plant based and biodegrad-
able products,” explained Pierre Talpe,
Director of Rainbow Professional. “For
over 25 years, Rainbow has had a strong
environmental ethos and focus on car-
bon.”

Pierre and his brother Alex bought
Rainbow Professional Ltd in 2019 and
have maintained the business as a pri-
vately owned, family-run enterprise, sup-
plying products across the UK and to
over 30 different countries worldwide.

In their four years at the helm, Pierre
and Alex have furthered the company’s
commitment to developing new products
that contribute towards the industry’s
pursuit of net zero.

“QOur focus on only working with low
carbon materials uniquely positions us
to deliver a great carbon story and start
working on reducing on decarbonising
our production process,” Pierre said. “To
date, our recycling operation has avoided
over 50 million kgs of carbon by not us-
ing any new, virgin plastics to make spiral
guards or tree ties.

“In fact, every box of 100% recycled
spiral guards avoids 50 kgs of carbon by
avoiding the use of virgin plastics.”

Recycling is a core principle of Rain-
bow’s production cycle, and they use
100% recycled materials. Their operations
in Hull are not traditional manufacturing
sites, but recycling centres, and the com-
pany recently announced the launch of
a recycling scheme in partnership with
wholesalers and recycling partners to
recycle any old PVC spiral or PVC vole
guard.

Any professional end user can have
their used products collected and trans-
ported to Rainbow’s facility in Hull, where
a local network of recy- f
cling partners find the
best possible outlet for
each waste material.

According to |
Pierre, forestry, land-
scaping and horti-
culture should be [
leading the way on
decarbonisation.
“We manufacture
our products for
tree planters and
tree care profes- |
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sionals, and it is their day-to-day activi-
ties that we need to support.

“It is amazing to work on the ground
with our highly motivated engineering
team, who are so passionate in tackling
the challenges relating to plastics and
deliver genuine responsible solutions.

“The main challenge we see for the
sector is tackling greenwashing,” he con-
tinued. “The opportunity in this lies in
providing transparency by sticking very
close to existing internationally accepted
certifications and creating chains of cus-
tody.”

Pierre pointed out that you may of-
ten see a company install solar panels on
their roof or start using recycled paper
and stop there with their efforts to de-
carbonise, thinking they’ve done their bit.
However, the end-to-end impact of those
products against their actual offsetting
can be overlooked.

Rainbow is attempting to close the
circle on their products as much as pos-
sible and _ therefore make it easier for
companies to know

they are investing
in something that
really is low car-

bon. For example,
the Rainbow Terra
is a biodegrad-
able tree shelter
made from British-
grown wood and
plant-based resin,
representing a
uniquely circular
way to plant and

protect young trees.

“With the advent of the Rainbow Terra,
we have manufactured a tree shelter that
genuinely biodegrades in any environ-
ment that it may end up in - soil, freshwa-
ter and marine environments and is fully
certified in line with authorized certifica-
tions.

“The product is fully made from renew-
able resources, 100% plant based, and we
have made a commitment to manufac-
ture the product fully carbon net zero by
2025,” stated Pierre.

“The wood used to manufacture the
Rainbow Terra has the Grown in Britain
chain of custody, supporting our forest-
ry sector. Research also shows the little
pieces of dead wood that fall on the for-
est floor after their useful life provide an
essential role in processes such as soil
formation and nutrient cycling, support-
ing healthy growth of the new tree.

“This makes sure it presents a truly
‘Use it. Leave it. scenario - great for the
environment and saving on removal and
recycling costs.”

The large-scale launch of this new
product is set to be the company’s next
big milestone. Pierre said: “We are slowly
ramping up our production levels, well
ahead of next planting season. We are
receiving a lot of support from wholesal-
ers and closely work with them to plan in
enquiries, which is great to see.”

Contact Interested end users can find
out more about Rainbow Terra and re-
quest samples on the dedicated website.
https.//rainbowterra.eu.com
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Finding new ways of working

BH Wildlife Consultancy and
Forestry & Land Scotland were
awarded the Innovation &
Research Award at the Confor
Dinner & Awards 2023. We
caught up with Ben Harrower
MSc MICFor, Co-Founder of
BH Wildlife Consultancy, to
talk about their work.

How do you feel about your innovative
work being recognised by others in the
industry?

Winning this award alongside Forestry
& Land Scotland (FLS) was a really big
honour and has been a great boost to our
business!

We started out offering thermal drone
surveys in a full-time capacity last summer,
having spent a number of years develop-
ing the methodology and systems, and it’s
fantastic to be recognised for our work at
such an early stage.

Have you learned anything new about the
sector while working with FLS?
Conducting drone surveys constantly
brings revelations about the UK’s deer
population. The density that Muntjac and
Fallow deer can appear in is astonishing,
and much higher than many of the pub-
lished studies often suggest.

Sika densities in the west coast of Scot-
land also flag up hot spots that go un-
detected when conducting foot counts
and helicopter counts, which are inher-
ently geared up for counting Red deer.
Our methodologies are constantly being
tweaked and developed with two main
methods being deployed - a minimum

count method and a plot-based approach
that is still in the development stage.

How do you see new methods like these
changing or impacting the industry?

The new technology is able to give an in-
stant snapshot of a population with high
accuracy. Having quick, reliable data is re-
ally useful to landowners/managers who
have to make the decisions on the ground,
often responding quickly to high impacts
on woodland caused by browsing.

The maps and imagery from the survey
remove conflict by allowing an evidence-
based approach to inform decisions
backed up by indisputable evidence (all
imagery being date/time stamped and
geo-referenced). This ability to evidence
a minimum population of a given wildlife
species makes the job of the landowners/
managers easier to communicate and al-
lows for more cooperative working be-
tween organisations and people.

What has been the biggest achievement
for BH Wildlife Consultancy so far?

We have been involved in a number of
large landscape scale projects this past
year that have involved a huge amount of
planning, organising and liaising with dif-
ferent groups. The results from these sur-
veys have been really insightful and help
to paint a picture of deer and their move-
ments over large areas.

But one of our personal favourites was
counting the wallaby population on the
Isle of Man - the results showing that there
was up to five times the number of wal-
labies that previously thought to be pre-
sent. Seeing a field with up to 40 wallabies
grazing on it was quite a sight!

What comes next for you?
Going forward we want to continue to de-
velop what we are doing with the drone
technology and have expanded our oper-
ations across the UK. More organisations
and land managers are showing an inter-
est in this relatively new survey method
and booking in for the 2023/2024 season.

We are also starting to survey species
other than large herbivores and have a
few overseas projects later this year that
we are very excited about. There is also a
lot of interest in using the same technol-
ogy to find the rarest animals as opposed
to counting the most abundant, so we are
also going to be exploring that further this
coming season.

The Innovation & Research Award 2023
was sponsored by Forestry & Land Scot-
land and Forestry Commission.

:BH Wildlife

Consultancy

Gresham House appointed as asset manager to Irish forests

Gresham House Asset Management has
been appointed by AXA Investment
Managers as the exclusive asset manag-
er to a 4,074-hectare portfolio of mature
Irish forests on a long-term contract.
The scope of the forest land, which
is historically very large by UK and lIrish
standards, is divided across 185 estates
throughout Ireland. Comprising one of
Europe’s fastest growing wood types
and the main and most valuable com-
mercial conifer species in Ireland and the
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UK, it benefits from good local infrastruc-
ture and proximity to a number of saw-
mills.

With an existing portfolio of real
assets ranging from renewables, infra-
structure and forestry, Gresham House
is the UK’s largest commercial forestry
manager, harvesting circa 10% of the UK’s
total softwood annually. Following this
major appointment, it will manage over
129,000 hectares of forests on behalf of
institutions, endowments, family offices

and private investors.

Tony Dalwood, Chief Executive Officer
of Gresham House, said: “The strategic ra-
tionale for this partnership, alongside the
potential financial returns, are clear and
exciting for Gresham House. As the UK’s
largest private forestry investment man-
ager, this portfolio marks the first step in
our ambition to develop a long-term in-
ternational business platform, increasing
assets under management across a wide
array of real asset investments.”
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Maximum Screening Efficiency

Introducing the CS Model Maximum

Performance
Assured

the material than conventional screeners, - after testing in our
European Lab*

High-speed gyratory design, dynamically balanced
for greater screening speeds and higher G-loads to

making it perfect for highly efficient
wood chip and sawdust screening by
reducing the risk of screen deck blinding.

Maximise volume

Improve efficiencies

Maintenance free drive bearing €S Model

Reduce maintenance costs

* Based upon customer material testing at our lab testing facilities in Europe - we test your material and create a performance objective tailored to your specific applications.

+44 1928 706 100 ¥ IGROUP
therotexgroup.com HUTE)‘ ROTEX BM&M

We’re here for
the Next Chapter

For over 50 years, John Clegg & Co has been the
leading UK forestry and woodland adviser.

Specialising in:
* Forest sales
« Acquisitions
* Valuations

How can we help you?

Part of
J O H N C L E G G & CO Simon Hart - Sales and Valuations Harry Graham - Sales
STRUTT 07788 763055 07787 221422
Forestry | Investment | Sales | Management &PARKER simon.hart@johnclegg.co.uk harry.graham@johnclegg.co.uk

johnclegg.co.uk
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Uplift to
payment
rates for tree
planting

In Wales

The Welsh Government is calling
on all farmers in Wales to help
tackle the climate emergency by
planting trees as higher payment
rates for woodland creation are
confirmed.

ayment rates for woodland crea-
Ption will be uplifted to pay 100%

of 2023’s actual costs as part of
Wales’ drive to plant 86 million trees by
the end of the decade to combat the cli-
mate emergency.

Climate Change Minister Julie James
said: “We are in a climate emergency
and trees are our lifeline, by planting
trees it removes greenhouse gases out
of the atmosphere through carbon stor-
age.

“Earlier this year, we spoke to the
farming and forestry sectors to better
understand potential blockers to wood-
land creation.

“Payment rates were an issue; we lis-
tened and are very pleased to confirm
a substantial uplift today - we will now
keep the rates under review, particularly

while inflation remains high.”

Lesley Griffiths, Minister for North
Wales and Rural Affairs, added: “We
want to work with farmers on the prin-
ciple of ‘the right tree in the right place’.
Planting trees can also become an asset
over time - such as by providing shelter
for livestock or income from the timber.

“Funding is available now and the
higher rates should make it a more at-
tractive proposition to farmers.

“We would encourage farmers
throughout Wales to take advantage of
the support now both in terms of fund-
ing and guidance, so we can all play our
part in tackling the nature and climate
emergencies and help secure the sus-
tainable future for the industry.”

Anthony Geddes MICFor, Confor Na-
tional Manager for Wales, commented:
“This substantial increase in funding
for afforestation is a welcome boost to
those farmers and foresters who are

seeking to create new Woodlands at any
scale across Wales.

“It is important that we not only plan
and plant saplings well, but we also en-
sure they become established trees, de-
livering on their timber, decarbonization
and ecological potential. The increase
in both fencing rates and management
support signify the importance of pro-
tecting trees from predation and com-
mitting time to manage them well.

“This commitment to appropriate
funding, along with the work that has
been done to improve the planning and
grant application process is a very posi-
tive indicator of how seriously Welsh
Government Ministers take afforestation.
The potential for Wales to become a
high value forest nation relies on insight-
ful leadership to ensure there is a good
and appropriate mix of all types of affor-
estation to address our environmental,
climate and wood fibre crises.”

Funding to restore storm-damaged woodlands

The Great Northumberland Forest has secured funding for a scheme to
restore and enhance woodlands damaged by Storm Arwen.
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ewly announced support from De-
N fra will enable The Great North-

umberland Forest team to support
landowners in restoring and enhancing ap-
proximately 300 hectares across the coun-
ty over the next two years.

Eligible landowners can expect to ben-
efit from grant funding to restore small in-
dividual woodlands and shelterbelts which
have suffered significant storm damage.

Resilient tree species will be planted,
enhancing biodiversity and nature recov-
ery as well as improving air quality and
reducing carbon emissions in the county
- helping Northumberland reach its carbon

neutral target by 2030.

Northumberland County Council Leader
Glen Sanderson said: “I'm thrilled that we
have been awarded this funding as part of
an incredibly important scheme. It’s fantas-
tic news for our county.

“There are lots of small farm woodlands
and shelterbelts in our county which have
been damaged or destroyed by recent se-
vere weather events, particularly Storm
Arwen. This has seen many landowners
dealing with costs associated with timber
recovery, clearance, repairs and replanting.

“It is for these woodlands that there is

continued on p29
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DO YOU HAVE WOODLAND WHICH REQUIRES MANAGEMENT?
IS YOUR TIMBER READY TO HARVEST? OUR TEAM OF
PROFESSIONALS ARE HERE TO HELP

THE EUROFOREST GROUP OF BUSINESSES
ARE SPECIALISTS IN EVERY ASPECT

OF FORESTRY AND CAN OFFER FOREST
OWNERS A RANGE OF SOLUTIONS TO
SUIT ALL NEEDS:-

e Forest Management

e Timber Marketing

e Forest Roading & Access Improvement

e Timber Harvesting & Haulage

e Tree Health Assessments & Arboriculture
e Ground Preparation & Restocking

« Woodland Creation

é E u rOfo reSt Pryor a FickeTt

The Euroforest Group offers forest owners an independent
and impartial end-to-end service that encompasses all
aspects of forest management and timber harvesting.
Formed in the early 90's, Euroforest has developed into

a group of industry leading businesses, harvesting and
marketing over 2.2 million tonnes of timber per annum
and managing over 100,000 acres of woodland across
the UK and Ireland.

The Euroforest Group leads the way in compliance, setting
a gold standard in all aspects of our business activities.
Our timber and harvesting teams are accredited to ISO
45001 Occupational Health & Safety Management and
ISO 14001 Environmental Management Systems.

From harvesting and marketing, to forest management
and replanting, our dedicated teams at Euroforest and
Pryor & Rickett Silviculture are committed to ensuring the
forest owners' interests are always at the forefront of what
we do. We have built our reputation through maximising
our clients’ timber incomes and property values through
a bespoke approach to harvesting and forest management.

Our are offices strategically placed across the UK and
Ireland where our Havesting and Forest Managers are
based. If you wish to discuss any aspect of timber
harvesting & marketing, or forest management, please
visitor our websites or call the number below.

Silviculture

PART OF THE EUROFOREST GROUP

www.euroforest.couk CALL +44 (0) 1228 217517 www.silviculture.co.uk
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|CF grants
accreditation
to three sector
graduate
programmes

embers of the Institute of Char-
M tered Foresters’ (ICF) Professional

& Educational Standards Commit-
tee have approved the accreditation of
graduate schemes offered by Savills UK,
Scottish Woodlands, and Tilhill.

Successful completion of the respective
graduate schemes now offers individuals
two additional Professional Membership
Entry (PME) qualifying points, meaning
graduates without an honours degree spe-
cifically in forestry or arboriculture may be
able to present for PME two years earlier
than before (subject to eligibility).

The accreditation of graduate pro-
grammes represents a step-change for ICF,
offering a more flexible route to chartered
status - a route that acknowledges addi-
tional qualifying points for vocational skills
and professional development in a real-
world setting, rather than replicating the
learning outcomes of academic studies.

“As the sector looks to recruit more and
more capable individuals from non-tra-
ditional routes, it is vital that the Institute
reflects this, and rewards those employers
with rigorous and respected, structured
training programmes,” said Dr Stuart Glen,
ICF Member Services Director.

Mark Townsend MICFor, Head of Wood-
land Management and Arboriculture at
Savills UK, worked with ICF to develop this
new accreditation. He commented: “It will
enable Savills to show its commitment to
new and existing graduates by providing
a clear and transparent training framework
which will set our graduates on their way
to a PME submission, professional member-
ship of the Institute and a fulfilling career in
our sector.”

lan Robinson MICFor, Managing Direc-
tor of Scottish Woodlands, added: “We
are very proud to receive this recognition
from the Institute for our industry-leading
Graduate Development Programme. This
year’s intake of five new graduates means
more than 50 people have been through
the high-quality programme, launched to
tackle industry skills challenges by growing
our own future leaders.”

“Tilhil’s Graduate Programme being
awarded two PME qualifying points high-
lights our commitment to our people and
to the development work we do in our
ground-breaking and premier forestry
graduate scheme,” said Tony Lockey, Group
Learning and Development Manager at
BSW Timber.
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They played a vital role in the war effort and spearheaded the careers
of women working in the forestry industry. Now, the remarkable
Women’s Timber Corps are to be celebrated through a photography
exhibition at Forestry England’s Grizedale Forest.

he outbreak of World War I
brought a sudden need to produce
millions of tonnes of timber, just as
thousands of young men were conscript-
ed into military service. As a result, the
Women’s Timber Corps was established
in 1942 and up to 18,000 young women
aged between 17 and 24 left their homes
(often for the very first time) to take up
axes and saws.

Battling discrimination, the women
who came to be known as the ‘Lumber-
jills’ rose to the challenge. Their commit-
ment and dedication made a tangible
difference to the war effort, with the tim-
ber they harvested used in railways, min-
ing, aircraft, and even for charcoal gas
mask filters.

However, while many may have heard
of the Women’s Land Army, the story of
their Lumberijill colleagues has been all

but forgotten, until now.

In a first-of-its-kind celebration of
women in forestry, the Forestry Com-
mission, Forestry England and Forest
Research commissioned The People’s
Picture to create a photo mosaic that has
now been unveiled as part of a special
exhibition celebrating the contributions
of the Women’s Timber Corps. It incor-
porates over 2,000 publicly submitted
photographs, past and present, of wom-
en from across the forestry sector and
general public.

‘Women in Forestry, the Lumberjills’
Story’ is free to view at Grizedale Forest
until 10 December. The fascinating his-
tory of the women and their crucial work
supporting the war effort is engagingly
told through photos, tools and artefacts.

Hazel Stone, Arts Manager at
Grizedale Forest said: “It's been amaz-
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ing to see so many individual memo-
ries come together to tell the incredible
story of the Lumberijills, not only here at
Grizedale but right across the country.
The exhibition includes text by author
Joanna Foat, author of Lumberijills: Brit-
ain’s Forgotten Army, and also includes
photographs and artefacts from a series
of private and public sources including
the Imperial War Museum.

“The exhibition is so much richer
thanks to everyone who responded to
our calls for information and it’s fantas-
tic to share these amazing stories.”

As well as celebrating the achieve-
ments of the past, the exhibition aims to
inspire the next generation of women in
forestry to expand, protect and improve
our forests, woods and trees.

Forestry Minister Trudy Harrison
commented: “The remarkable story of
the Lumberijills highlights the important
role women play in the forestry sector,
which is fundamental to the country’s
tree planting and net zero ambitions.

“We must create a diverse and in-
clusive sector and open up even more
careers for women - from foresters to
ecologists, woodland officers and busi-
ness planners. I'm encouraging women
from all backgrounds to join this grow-
ing sector.”

CONFOR.ORG.UK
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Forestry apprenticeship celebrated
in honour of the Coronation

The Forest Craftsperson (Level 3) apprenticeship is among a small
number singled out by industry experts to mark the Coronation in
recognition of their sustainability credentials.

n honour of His Majesty The King’s Coro-
nation, six apprenticeships have been
selected for their contribution to creat-
ing a low carbon economy by ensuring the
country’s workforce is equipped with the
skills needed to support the transition to
net zero.

The official Coronation emblem will be
used by employers and Government to pro-
mote the apprenticeships, including Forest
Craftsperson (Level 3) which was designed
by Confor’s Richard Hunter, Steve Fowkes
of the Forestry Commission, and Ros Burn-
ley, Adrow Ltd. It was approved for delivery
in August 2022.

Richard commented: “Developing the
Level 3 Forest Craftsperson apprentice-
ship has been a crucial piece of our work to
secure the place of practical forestry skills
within further education. It’s brilliant to see
it being recognised and promoted as a de-

¢ Countryside Worker (Level 2)

* Forest Craftsperson (Level 3)

¢ Low Carbon Heating Technician
(Level 3)

* Installation Electrician and
Maintenance Electrician (Level 3)

» Sustainability Business Specialist
(Level 7)

» Corporate Responsibility and
Sustainability Practitioner (Level 4)

sirable career pathway for newcomers to
the industry, whom we desperately need.”

All of the apprenticeships selected for
this honour have been recognised as the
gold-standard for green skills training,
encouraging more people to take up the
opportunity to gain the skills to build an
exciting career in the green industry while
meeting the skills needs of employers and
boosting economic growth.

Education Secretary Gillian Keegan said:
“As we work towards our net zero goals, it
has never been more important to priori-
tise green skills and protect our natural en-
vironment. In recognition of the critical role
education and skills play in responding to
climate change, these green apprentice-
ships have been selected in honour of His
Majesty The King’s Coronation.

“These gold-standard, sustainable ap-
prenticeships offer people the chance to
embark on exciting new careers in indus-
tries from forestry to construction, and
contribute to creating a more sustainable
economy.”

Great Northumberland Forest funding

continued from p26
justification for encouraging
with this grant aid.”

It is also hoped that eligible landowners
will see this as an opportunity to expand
their woodland area where appropriate,
contributing to England’s target of increas-
ing tree canopy and woodland cover to
16.5% by 2050 in England.

Sir William Worsley, Chair of the Forest-
ry Commission, commented: “Woodlands
are a critically important resource which
provide a wide range of benefits to soci-
ety as well as playing a key role in helping

replanting

us respond to the challenges of climate
change.

“The England Trees Action Plan high-
lights the need to ensure woodlands are
resilient to cope with future pressures from
pests and diseases and climate change.
The support being provided to the Great
Northumberland Forest will help increase
resilience in targeted woodlands to ensure
the resource is protected into the future”.

Areas where woodland is most at risk of
being lost will be prioritised to ensure the
most damaged locations in the county re-
cover from this significant storm event.
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Applications open for boosted
tree seed production

Domestic tree seed
production to be ramped

up and biosecurity enhanced
with new Government
funding and measures

he next round of the Domestic Seed
—|— Sourcing Grant is set to be allocated,

with £747,000 awarded to boost do-
mestic tree seed production, create green
jobs, help meet the increased demand for
trees and achieve net zero targets.

The grant is designed to enhance the
quantity, quality and diversity of tree seed
sources in England. Most tree seed planted
in the UK is of British origin, but evidence
suggests that British seed sources may
struggle to meet future demand across all
species.

Forestry Minister Trudy Harrison MP
said: “This funding will improve the diver-
sity of England’s seed supply, increasing
the range of species. This will be crucial for
creating diverse and resilient woodlands,
which are better able to adapt to future cli-
mate conditions as well as emerging pests
and diseases.

“Increasing seed supply will also be es-
sential to meeting our target to treble tree
planting rates by the end of this Parlia-
ment.”

In addition to boosting domestic tree
seed production, the Domestic Seed
Sourcing Grant is designed to support
green jobs, helping meet the growing de-
mand for new trees. Eligible activities in-
clude:

* Management of existing seed stands -
the groups of trees in the landscape from

which seed is collected - to ensure they
are productive for seed collectors.

* Desk studies and field studies to iden-
tify and bring additional seed stands onto
the National Register of Basic material.

* Planning and planting of new seed
stands.

* Planning and planting of new seed or-
chards - which are planted using seed or
clonal material from known parents out-
side of the natural landscape in an area
convenient for seed collectors.

An extension to the Biosecure Pro-
curement Requirement Pilot was also an-
nounced in May, in line with the GB Plant
Biosecurity Strategy, to further Govern-
ment tree-planting funds and address risks
to biosecurity.

“We need to have healthy and thriving

trees to help tackle some of society’s big-
gest challenges of climate change and na-
ture decline,” explained Richard Stanford,
Forestry Commission Chief Executive.
“Protecting our treescape from biosecu-
rity risks is vital to ensuring resilient trees
and woodlands.

“Increasing funding for seed sourcing
will help manage the risk of pests and dis-
eases, minimising net loss to the existing
treescape and protecting our investment
in diversifying and expanding tree cover in
England.”

Nicola Spence, Chief Plant Health Of-
ficer, added: “A healthy, high quality, and
diverse treescape is integral to meet our
target of achieving net zero emissions by
2050.

“This vital funding will diversify our do-
mestic seed source supply and reduce the
need to import seeds from abroad. In ad-
dition, by extending our Biosecurity Pro-
curement Requirement for applicants to
the government’s tree planting funds, we
will bolster our biosecurity standards and
improve the resilience of our trees against
harmful pests and diseases.”

Applicants to these funds, such as lo-
cal authorities, must commit to sourcing
their trees from suppliers who are either
accredited under the Plant Healthy Cer-
tification Scheme or who have passed a
Ready to Plant assessment, as provided by
Fera Science Ltd for their order, to ensure
they are disease and pest free to minimise
future threats of invasive species and tree
loss.

The Forestry Commission has produced
a new Forestry Nursery Directory to help
connect people who buy trees with people
who grow trees.

Tubex launches major expansion of recycling scheme

Customers will now be able to drop off used tree shelters at recycling hubs around the UK

ree shelter specialist Tubex has
Tannounced a new improvement

to its Tree Shelter Collection and
Recycling Programme, offering hubs
around the UK where tree shelters can be
dropped off to be recycled, completely
free of charge.

The scheme is a joint initiative with
charity Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust
(YDMT), which opened several hubs of
its own in 2021. Tillhill is also supporting
the scheme by offering two locations for
shelter collection.
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Tubex is aiming to increase accessi-
bility and proximity whilst limiting any
unnecessary costs for end users, so that
people are not discouraged to recycle
shelters at end-of-life by having to fund
and organise their disposal process.

All costs after the bags of used tree
shelters are dropped at the hubs will be
covered, including bailing, washing, re-
cycling and re-pelletizing the material so
that it can be used to create more shel-
ters.

Additionally, any Polypropylene (PP)

shelters manufactured by other brands
will also be accepted.

Tubex’s Marketing & Product De-
velopment Director, James Taylor ex-
plained: “This new hub scheme is a sig-
nificant investment from Tubex into the
industry to ensure responsible solutions
for the tree shelters at their end of life.

“Our hubs now provide a convenient
way for our customers to ensure that
their shelters will be handled respon-
sively at end-of-life, completely free of
cost.”
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Hydraulic hose, fittings and equipment
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Huge product range ex-stock
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stroke engines, our ethanol free fuel
is perfectly suited for professionals -
offering a cleaner burning fuel which
also improves the performance of
your machinery.

Parker Super Flex MultiSpiral
MegaCrimp & GS Fittings

Iy Call us now to order
bASPEN Call us: 01228 511157 . EEILIPO?;
- FUEL FOR PROFESSIONALS Email: sales@apexfluid.co.uk Units, mfock Road Trade Centre
www.aspenfuel.co.uk Buy Online: www.apexfluid.co.uk Carlisle, Cumbria, CA2 5AD

BAG Supplies Ltd.

Packaging suppliers covering the UK and Eurcpe

We specialise in the supply of all types of firewood and kindling
net bags, ventilated bulk bags, holding frames, bag loading trays,
polypropylene sacks, standard bulk bags, LDPE sacks
and storage tarpaulins,

We carry a large range of stock in various sizes at our

warehouse for defivery within 48 hours of your order.

We’ve got
It in the bag!

t 01768 862157 ™ 07798 723040

e info@bagsupplies.com WWW. bagsupplles.com
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Using conifer
ark to

combat
parasites

Dr Spiridoula Athanasiadou, a specialist in Animal and
Veterinary Sciences at Scotland’s Rural College (SRUCQC), is

seeking collaborators in the forestry industry to further

her current research.

How did you get involved in this
research?

A few years ago, | was part of an interna-
tional project, funded by the Norwegian
Research Council, investigating the antipar-
asitic properties of bark extracts from coni-
fers in Norway.

We were looking at how extracts from
tree species like Scots Pine, Spruce and
Birch were affecting parasites and how the
different ages of the trees impacted that.
The age of a tree is one of the determinants
of the concentration of secondary metabo-
lites, which are molecules a plant produces
that do not really influence the plant itself,
but on other living organisms.

We found that some bark extracts killed
a lot of parasites when tested in the lab and
when given to animals in that first stage of
research, which was encouraging.

Recently, we have received funding from
the Biotechnology and Biological Sciences
Research Council, to investigate if we could
identify similar properties in bark originat-
ing from the UK.

What does the testing look like?

We have different ways of making the bark
extracts, using different solvents to make
sure a variety of compounds were extracted
and with those variations we can test vari-
ous stages of parasites: from egg to larvae
and adult parasites.

Basically, we put them in petri dishes and
incubated them with different extracts for
different amounts of time. The large variety
of samples we had in the lab were tested
against parasites from sheep and we start-
ed to see some good activity in vitro and
in vivo.

CONFOR.ORG.UK

Why is conifer bark effective?

There are some factors that we know make
a difference, like condensed tannins be-
cause they’ve been shown to have antipara-
sitic properties.

But one of the things we want to do in
this project is to identify many different
compounds so we can characterise bark for
antiparasitic activity potential. So, for exam-
ple, we’'d be able to say if a bark sample has
X andY, then it’s likely to be active.

Professor Nicholas Westwood from St
Andrews University is going to help us iden-
tify the active compounds because we'’re
still speculating about that.

What’s the end goal of the project?
The end goal would be to incorporate bark
extracts in animal feeds for parasite control.
We've had interest from animal feed com-
panies and in particular one that has investi-
gated this area before. But we are looking at
least five years down the line for incorporat-
ing these extracts into animal feeds.

For this to be a viable product, we must
find ways of making more concentrated and
cheaply made extracts.

How could our Members get involved?
At this stage, we need to identify a com-
pany that can supply us with bark. We do
not necessarily need huge amounts, but we
want to capture as much variation as pos-
sible. It would be good to get bark repre-
sentative to various times of the year.

If you have access to a variety of conifer
bark samples and are interested in contrib-
uting to this research, please contact spiri-
doula.athanasiadou@sruc.ac.uk.

Seeds scattered
on Scottish

hills by forestry
drones

Drones have been used to scatter an
estimated 20 million birch seeds on
Scottish hills by Forestry and Land
Scotland (FLS).

The drone seeding is the latest
phase in efforts by FLS, working with
Transport Scotland, to reduce the like-
lihood of landslips on a section of the
A83. The technique - new to FLS - is
being tested and evaluated by FLS
partners, Forest Research and Auto
Spray Systems.

Planting native tree species on
these slopes will ensure that over time
an extensive root system will develop
through the soils, improving soil struc-
ture as well as to reduce the effects
of surface erosion on much of the ex-
posed mineral soils.

The seeds were dispersed in a mat-
ter of hours over areas of the land-
slip, which were able to access, which
would have taken weeks to cover by
hand planting. The drones covered a
12-hectare area in a very short time.

James Hand, Operations Forester,
said: “This is a major innovation that
we expect will soon be adopted across
the country as we work to adapt our
forests and the wider landscape such
that they can better withstand the im-
pact of a changing climate.”
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How Evolving Forests are making use of citizen science
and technology as common as smartphones to measure
complex forest inventories.
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hat does your wood-
land consist of? How
much timber can sus-
tainably be taken out?
Are there too few or too
many trees impacting ecological health?
These crucial questions have, in the
past, been answered by long-winded ana-
logue techniques for inventory, namely
battered DBH callipers and a 20m tape
measure that’'s been dragged through
brambles so many times it now measures
21m.
We've been interested in digital inven-
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tory for a few years now and have watched
as it has become increasingly led by re-
mote sensing and modelling. However, we
find ourselves needing data from complex
systems such as continuous cover (CCF),
agroforestry and urban forestry systems
that can only be derived accurately from
within the forest itself.

When it comes to looking at quality
rather than volume or uses for individual
stems, we need to measure actual trees
and if we are interested in changes to for-
est ecological conditions, having replica-
ble geolocated plots for regular detailed
assessments has huge advantages over
whole-forest assessments.

We are also a small business, so spend-
ing thousands on specialist technology
and data isn’'t realistic, especially as we
are all already carrying advanced sensing
equipment in our pockets every day with-
in our smartphones.

What do we want to measure?

Our needs are as variable as the types of
systems we get called in to investigate:

CONFOR.ORG.UK
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* At the Architectural Association’s for-
est campus Hooke Park, we are working
on a long-term strategic plan. The for-
ester there has a unique and exceptional
knowledge of the forest from decades of
management; however, there is no full in-
ventory, no place to start to look at future
silviculture for timber and ecology.

* In Lesnes Abbey Woods, a suburban
woodland in London the management in-
tention is very different. With a rich his-
tory of management, high visitor pressure,
and poor access there is a need to be
highly focussed on which trees can come
out and how best to maximise the value of
them. It’s not necessarily knowing about
total volumes, but about knowing species

against diameter classes.
* In the unique estuarine oak woodlands
of Devon the need for inventory isn’t about
volumes but rather stem, canopy and un-
derstory condition. Here, tree-based in-
ventory needs to mesh with ecological
condition assessment where boundaries
are blurred for instance between stem
form for timber use and stem condition
for trees approaching veteran status.
« Up on Dartmoor, our data gather-
ing needs shift again. In an environment
where you can walk half a day and only
stumble upon one twisted hawthorn, ge-
olocation for return surveying is vital, as is
reliance on citizen science to cover large
areas assessing individual tree health.
These are the modern worlds of in-
ventory for us. Once unusual silvicultural
systems that are rapidly becoming part of
everyday forestry.

How do we measure?

We first generate a sampling plan that is
woodland rather than process focussed.
We lay out an adaptable digital grid. If a
stand is completely uniform, we can save
time and money by sampling less inten-
sively. If it is a complex riparian zone or
CCF stand, we can choose to sample more
intensely.

Using digital tools, we can easily alter
sampling intervals or plot sizes as appro-
priate. With digital geolocation, we can
return to plots, ensuring increased replica-
bility and accurate monitoring of change
over time and even increase frequency of
plots if needed.

Our main tool for “normal” forest inven-
tory is currently the Arboreal Forest app.
Working best on iPhones and iPads with
lidar capability, the app allows us to get
everything needed for timber and stem
assessment.

At each sample point Arboreal Forest
allows us to set a centre point, and a ra-
dius for the sample plot. At each tree in
the plot, we determine species, and the
phone takes an accurate diameter. Ventur-
ing outside the plot radius, you are swiftly
notified - no hung-up tapes in brambles.
The app records height measurements
and area results are given instantly as
volume, stems/ha, basal area, and carbon
stocks. The data can then all be down-
loaded back at the office.

It has transformed how we undertake
inventory operations. It isn’'t perfect, but
then using a DBH tape is prone to mis-
takes and shortcuts too. It is many times
cheaper than dedicated forest survey
equipment and much faster than analogue
inventory. Our feeling is that we get in-
creased accuracy because of the number
of plots and the larger areas we are now
able to survey in the same amount of time.

OQutside of the traditional forest we are
surveying tree health in remote parts of
Dartmoor with volunteers of mixed tech-

continued on p36
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nological ability. In this setting we are
using the GIS Cloud app and have been
able to collect data in dispersed wood-
pasture at pace.

We build the survey questions into
the free app and volunteers download
it onto their smartphone. Arriving at a
tree a rapid health assessment is under-
taken, a photograph snapped, and the
app captures the location. This is re-
peated for each tree found and data, in-
cluding images, are securely stored until
the device is connected to the internet
again.

Our next step with GIS Cloud is to
use it in urban forestry. It has the ability
to engage and involve people outside
of forestry in tree health, simultane-
ously educate, and collect accurate ge-
otagged data quickly.

Where does this all go next?

We are hoping to start work to integrate
more apps and platforms into our work.
Ideally, we foresee woodland manage-
ment platforms linked by APIs (the bits
that diberent bits of software use talk to
each other in a vaguely intelligible way)
within the next few years. The hope is
that these that allow data collection
from forest monitoring to be combined
with digital mapping such as myForest

in the creation of comprehensive man-
agement plans.

Does it detract from the skills of be-
ing a professional forester or timber
merchant?

We don’t think so. For us it has meant
that our ecologist can now undertake
timber inventory whilst carrying out
ecological assessments and build on
her knowledge of forest condition. For
those of us with a timber background,
it will start to allow us to integrate eco-
logical condition into our timber knowl-
edge. It allows us to start undertaking
inventory work in woodlands tradition-
ally missed.

We could, for instance, go into a
wood-pasture or urban street-tree
realm, select a 100m sample radius, and
undertake a volume and carbon assess-
ment with ease. We can work in CCF
systems with confidence, and it opens
up good quality inventory to small-
scale woodlands because of its speed
and abordability. It means that we can
create replicable base-line data for a
woodland from which condition im-
provements can be measured over long
timescales, and repeated by a range of
individuals, ensuring accurate assess-
ment of long-term impacts of forest
management.

We are excited about where this
goes next...
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ELECTRIC
TIMBER
TRUCKS

TO BE
TRIALLED IN
SCOTLAND

Scottish Forestry has
committed £452,000
towards testing the use

of state-of-the-art electric
timber wagons to transport
timber.

he forestry sector, whilst inher-
ently green, is keen to use modern
technology to tackle timber trans-
port issues as part of its overall ef-
forts to decarbonise and reach Net Zero.

Running for three years, a first of its kind
project in the UK will bring together two
Scottish timber companies, James Jones
& Sons Ltd and Scotlog Haulage, to trial
electric timber lorries as part of their op-
erations.

Two new Volvo electric vehicles are cur-
rently being manufactured in Sweden for
specific use in this trial, made possible by
a partnership with the Volvo Group and
Cleaner EV. They are expected to be ready
for use later this summer.

James Jones & Sons Ltd, one of the
largest sawmill groups in the UK, will trial
a 40-tonne articulated lorry from their
sawmill in Lockerbie to transport timber
to their Hangingshaws national distribu-
tion centre. Scotlog Haulage will be using
a 44-tonne truck in the Highlands, moving
roundwood timber from Inverness Harbour
to West Fraser and other local mills.

Over the course of the trial, the vehicles
will be evaluated for their achievable mile-
age vs battery consumption, durability, vi-
ability and total cost of ownership.

Around 7 million tonnes of wood are
harvested from Scotland’s forests each
year and transported to sawmills, board
manufacturers and other processors, most-
ly on 44-tonne diesel lorries.

Announcing the £452,000 funding for
the project, Rural Affairs Secretary Mairi
Gougeon said: “Forestry is vital to help-
ing Scotland achieve its net zero target by
2045. Around 7.6 million tonnes of harmful
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CO2 is taken out of the atmosphere from
Scotland’s trees each year and the timber
used in houses and other wooden products
lock away carbon for its lifetime.

“The forestry sector is innovative and
always using new technology to increase
its business efficiencies. | welcome this

CONFOR.ORG.UK
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new trial and look forward to hearing more
about the findings as we drive closer to Net
Zero.”

A key element of the three-year trial is
that all the partners involved are commit-
ted to sharing their experiences of running
the electric lorries with others in the timber
and rural haulage sectors.

Creel Maritime consultants will monitor
the use of the lorries and arrange knowl-
edge exchange opportunities over the
course of the following three years.

“In terms of road haulage, the timber
industry is pretty advanced in looking for

solutions to decarbonise,” commented Neil
Stoddart, Director of Creel Maritime. “For
example, we are reducing diesel lorry miles
on many projects and opting for transport
by sea. Additionally, we are reviewing using
an alternative fuelled barge to transport
logs across a remote Loch in the Highlands.

“This is a very exciting project but there
are big challenges in running articulated
lorries on electric power, mainly on cost
grounds and infrastructure. This three-year
trial will look into all these aspects and I'm
keen to share as much detail on this with
the industry.”
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The SAF Woodland Management Living Soil project under the Tree Production Innovation
Fund is developing a natural alternative to man-made fertiliser. Danial lddon explains how this
step forward will close the cycle between nurseries, woodlands, and sawmills.

oodland Grow, an innovative
peat-free woodland-based
compost made from UK-

sourced materials that mimic woodland
soils, has been designed to increase tree
production, plant health, growth rates and
reduce our carbon footprint.

The project team has developed a
compost packed with a carefully balanced
blend of beneficial and native microbes,
bacteria, and fungi to meet the nutritional
needs of trees. This new-generation com-
post is free of peat and synthetic fertilisers
and is suitable for both professional grow-
ers and amateurs alike. With an increase
in water retention compared to peat free,
the benefits are tangible - there is less im-
pact to the environment.

The Tree Production Innovation fund
has facilitated this collaboration across
the UK, bringing together industrial part-
ners, specialists and forestry profession-
als to close a vital gap in the UK forestry
carbon cycle. The project brings together
SAF Woodland Management and AW.
Jenkinson Forest Products, with collabo-
ration from Euroforest, Pryor & Rickett Sil-
viculture and FERA Science.

“In addition to bringing a sustainable
alternative to peat to market, this inno-
vative project aims to develop a growing
media tailored to tree production that will
improve germination and establishment
rates,” said Jack Clough, Grant Manager at
Nature for Climate Fund.

The use of Woodland Grow in seed
storage and germination trials with Fore-
start has shown an increase in germina-
tion of Hazel seeds compared to peat. The
trials are now expanding to include more
species and it is hoped that a peat-free al-
ternative can be offered for professional
seed storage to offer a 100% peat free
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supply chain in tree production.

The ambitions of the Tree Produc-
tion Innovation Fund project ‘Living Soil:
Seed to Woodland’ are numerous and
some may be sceptical about the pro-
ject’s scope. However, after two years of
research and development, through Phase
Tand Year 1 of 3 within Phase 2, the project
is starting to take shape and become a
tangible reality with benefits for increased
tree production and woodland manage-
ment opportunities.

This collaboration brings the cycle of
timber and woodland environment full
circle, where timber harvested goes into
nurturing new trees within nurseries and
removes the reliance on the nitrogen cycle

of NPK fertiliser.

In Year 1 of Phase 2, we have scaled up
the production techniques and sources of
materials to produce fungally-dominant
compost ‘Mothers’ that will be used to in-
oculate our bulk material and produce ap-
proximately 1,500m3 of substrate for the
2024 growing season. A.W. Jenkinson For-
est Products are supporting all phases of
the project, including the blending of the
substrate, innovating compost production
and management support.

The growing trials at the SAF Wood-
land Management tree nursery have now
expanded to involve Alba Trees and For-
est England nurseries, all using the living
soil and biodegradable paper pots. In Year
2 we are planning to grow a combined
23,000 cells with Alba Trees and Forestry
England, and in the SAF Woodland Man-
agement Pembrokeshire woodland nurs-
ery grow a further 30,000 cells with a mix
of Conifer (Sitka Spruce and Douglas Fir)
and Broadleaves (Oak and Cherry).

The trees we are growing as part of the
trial have been chosen due to the fungi
type favoured by their various species.
The design of the growing trials looks
to establish if we can create a substrate
specific to not only trees in general, but
to particular species. The project is work-
ing with FERA Science to apply the latest
testing techniques through DNA and pro-
vide insight into the observations seen in
plant health within the nursery.

Current substrate blends typically use
material sourced from overseas, which

continued on p40
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continued from p39

adds carbon from transport into the equa-
tion. However, we intend to challenge that
and use a living compost derived from UK
material sources to further improve the
benefits.

The knowledge to develop a fungally-
dominant growing media using forestry
materials is drawing attention from other
industries and plant propagators who are
looking for an alternative to peat. SAF
Woodland Management are conducting
trials with salad growers, including a nurs-
ery that produces 22 million salad plants
a year.

That said, the vital part of peat replace-
ment from UK sources will hopefully come
from the woodland industry, providing
more opportunities for those in the indus-
try to change how we work with nature
and provide food in a more sustainable
way.

Year 3 of Phase 2 will see a series of
planting trials where the project is work-
ing with Pryor & Rickett to identify suita-
ble land and owners to collaborate on the
trial. If you are interested to find out more,
please contact your local Pryor & Rickett
office for more details (www.silviculture.
co.uk).

Through the use of a living substrate, it
is conceivable we can develop living ferti-
lisers, mulch matts and soil conditioners to
improve plant establishment rates on ag-
ricultural land or highway planting where

soils are either nitrogen-rich or poor from
earthworks. Forest Research are lending
their input and looking at potential syn-
ergies to bring the project to life beyond
Phase 2.

What we have achieved to date has
offered invaluable insight into the oppor-
tunities for tree production and beyond
- this work could result in a peat-free sup-
ply chain from seed to woodland, as well

as the removal of synthetic fertilisers and
improved water retention. This would not
have been possible without the support of
the Forestry Commission.

Being able to influence other industries
using similar technology will put wood-
land management at the right part of our
society; we all know nature is there to help
us on the basis we continue to support it
in a sustainable way.

Premier Forest Products reach deal on Crumlin mill

Premier Forest Products has completed
an agreement to sell the assets of their
sawmill at Croespenmaen near Crumlin,
South Wales to SDL Sawmills Ltd.

As part of the mutually beneficial
deal, SDL Sawmills will take on the site
and existing staff and continue with full
scale milling activities. With an offtake
agreement, Premier Forest will continue
to supply the finished sawn products
from the mill to their existing, diverse
customer base.

Premier Forest has had a long rela-
tionship with another business in the
SDL Group, which has the capability to
manufacture the residues from the mill
into wood pellets for the biomass indus-
try; SDL are able to utilise the entire log,
maximizing value through both the fac-
tory and produced goods, and the waste.

Premier Forest will buy all of SDL’s
sawn products, fencing materials, fence
panels, sleepers, pallet wood and sawn
timber to secure consistent, continual
supply for their customer base and to
fulfil market demand.

Terry Edgell, Co-founder & CEO of
Premier Forest Products said: “This deal
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is perfect for SDL, Premier Forest and
our customers, who will continue to re-
ceive uninterrupted supply of our re-
spective products.

“We are building on a strong partner-
ship while making the most of the core
capabilities and supply chain of each
business; SDL’s in sawmilling and fulfil-
ment of increasing demand for biomass

products, and Premier Forest’s in supply-
ing value-add, sawn timber products to
the construction and merchanting sec-
tors.”

Sam Launchbury, Founder and CEO
of SDL, added: “This is a perfect deal
for the development of the SDL busi-
ness and for strengthening our partner-
ship with Premier Forest. By purchasing
the sawmill, and recently building an in-
house harvesting team, we are now able
to complete the circle from purchasing
standing trees and milling to generating
heat and power which is then used to
convert sawmill byproduct into a renew-
able energy fuel.

“The offtake agreement with Premier
Forest for all the sawmill’s finished prod-
ucts means that we are now in the posi-
tion to utilise 100% of the standing tree,
creating a sustainable product for the
building, landscaping and heating sec-
tors across the UK.”

SDL is planning further investment in
the sawmill to develop the facility and
increase production, creating additional
employment opportunities both directly
and indirectly at the site.
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Keeping track

trees from orbit

Digital developments unfold at a fast pace, and for forestry
this means opportunities for new, smarter ways of working.
Satellite advancements have made it possible for Komatsu
Forest to upgrade their fleet management system and offer

‘Precision’ like never before.

hanks to developments in satellite
Tpositioning technology, Komatsu

Forest’s fleet management system
can now show the machine’s position
within just a few centimetres, providing the
foundation for a new and exciting function:
Precision.

GPS positioning has long been used in
forestry and has helped in the development
of work methods, facilitated collaboration,
and increased productivity. However, an er-
ror margin of 0-10 meters has meant fairly
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inaccurate positioning. Until now.

Today’s new real-time kinematic (RTK)
technology enables positioning with an er-
ror margin of just a few centimetres, paving
the way for countless possibilities and even
heralding a paradigm shift to a smarter for-
estry.

“The new technology is a prerequisite
for future solutions, but already today we
can offer the exciting new MaxiFleet func-
tion Precision, which delivers valuable in-
formation and active operator support,”

said Jorgen Nilsson, Product Manager for
Connected Products.

Mark exact boundaries

One new feature is that the operator can
use geofencing - a digital fence that is add-
ed when planning an area. This could be
around a harvesting area or to mark pro-
tected areas such as ancient monuments
or charcoal pile remains.

This feature means greater peace of
mind for forest owners and operators alike
as it indicates more clearly where the op-
erator should harvest and the areas they
should avoid. Geofences can also be linked
to alarms to warn the operator when the
machine or the crane tip is approaching
such a boundary.

“This means that the machine operator
can safely harvest close to an area bounda-
ry without the risk of harvesting the neigh-
bor’s trees,” explained Jérgen.

View the machine on a map

Since the machine’s position can be deter-
mined with great precision, the user can
also see the machine in the map program
- including the direction of the crane and
the location of the crane tip. This extreme
precision enhances the practical usability
of the map layer data for the operator.
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Another advantage of the new technol-
ogy is that the machine’s route is plotted
with significantly better accuracy, making
the planning more effective.

Jorgen continued: “Today, most forest
companies have to physically walk around
the forest to mark trees - and in winter this
can mean skiing on deep snow. Thanks to
this new technology, boundaries and spe-
cific trees can be marked digitally, based
on map data from, say, drones or LiDAR
scanning.”

Keep track of the logs

In MaxiFleet, the operators have since long
been able to see where a tree was felled,
but with the greater precision now avail-
able, the exact position of each felled log
can be shown.

This lets the operator know exactly
where the timber is located, even in the
dark or when covered with snow, and will
make it easier to see the assortment found
in each log pile or at the roadside.

“This also offers future development
potential,” said Jorgen. “For instance, one
plausible function would be to let the ma-
chine keep track of the timber volume un-
til the operator believes it’s time to turn
around and start loading so that the logs
fit the load space.”
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All change at the
top of PEFC UK

fter 13 years heading up PEFC
Ain the UK, Executive Director

Alun Watkins will be retiring at
the end of June 2023.

Since joining PEFC UK in January
2010, Alun has worked tirelessly with
stakeholders from all sectors of the
forest products supply chain - from
the construction and forestry sectors
to furniture and latterly, even fash-
ion, to promote the benefits of PEFC
certification and the role of certified
material in helping to meet global low
carbon targets.

At the same time, he has always
been keen to add value to the hun-
dreds of UK companies who have
invested in PEFC certification, by
offering support, training, and pro-
motional tools to help certified com-
panies make the most of their PEFC
credentials.

“I am obviously sad to be
leaving the team in Sheffield E
and saying goodbye to
some fantastic colleagues
in the forest products
world,” Alun commented.
“Not just in the UK but
across PEFC’s global al-
liance. It has been a fab-
ulous 13 years, and it has
been very satisfying to see
interest in reducing car-
bon and protecting
the environment
gather pace in
recent years. It
mustn’t stop.

d = 3

“But retirement beckons, and it
is time for a fresh face at the helm to
drive the organisation forward. John
has a great deal of knowledge and
experience to draw on, so | know that
| am leaving PEFC UK in very capable
hands.”

Alun will be succeeded by John Kirk-
by, most recently Principal Technical
Consultant at 2C Consultancy Limited
and well-versed in the world of certi-
fication and the demands of forestry.
John has had several roles in the tim-
ber products industry and for the last
10 years he has specialised in helping
companies across the UK gain chain of
custody certification.

His clients have included sawmills,
printers, joinery companies and build-
ers’ merchants - both large and small.
This means John will bring his knowl-
edge of working with the key business
sectors that make up PEFC UK’s mem-

bership to the organisation.

John said: “I am delighted to be
joining PEFC as Executive Director.

Demand for sustainably sourced
1, products, such as PEFC'’s, con-

tinues to grow in the UK market.
¥ My aim is to increase this even
further and build on the fantastic
work that Alun and the PEFC UK
team have undertaken
over the last decade

to maximise the
benefits of cer-
tification to all
our stakehold-
L ers”

Free woodland advice for
crofters and smallholders

Free advisory visits offering help to
access grants for tree planting and
woodland management are being of-
fered to crofters and smallholders.

The Scottish Government’s Farm
Advisory Service, delivered by SAC
Consulting - part of Scotland’s Rural
College (SRUCQ), is working in partner-
ship with Woodland Trust Scotland to
provide advice on agroforestry and
help crofting communities establish
new woodland.

The Woodland Trust Scotland’s

Croft Woodland Project also provides
support to establish hedges and shelter-
belts and manage existing woodlands.

There is little tradition of woodland
management in crofting as, until 1991,
these rights were reserved for landown-
ers, not their crofting tenants.

However, there are many benefits to
planting trees on crofts, from improving
productivity and offering opportunities
for diversification, to increasing carbon
capture and providing habitats for wild-
life.
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Timber prices improve
with the weather

Mike Tustin MRICS MICFor and John Clegg FRICS share an optimistic outlook for the forestry property
market from Tustins

s with many other sectors, the for-
Aestry property market has been af-

fected by the increase in the cost
of borrowing and the generally fragile
wider economy, together with lower tim-
ber prices.

However, and in contrast to this not so
happy message, in the last few weeks we
have seen a very marked increase in calls
and emails as investors and potential pur-
chasers feel the return of the sun on their
faces and want to look at and consider the
available properties we are offering for in-
vestment.

In our long careers as forestry agents,
we have seen downturns in the market
before. Happily, the recent modest quiet-
ing has been fairly minor in comparison to
events like Shotton going 100% recycled
in the early noughties. As a result, we are
able to report the hesitation in the mar-
ket mentioned in the last issue appears to
have begun to pass. This assumes the
price of timber continues to improve
following the past year of over
supply as a result of Storm Ar-
wen.

Conversations with
more commercial inves-
tors during the first 4
quarter have certainly 4
been challenging
and mainly focused
on timber prices
with concerns ex-
pressed on many
of the sales we
have agreed.
Whilst timber |
prices have been
lower than in pre-
vious years, the
pertinent feature
of the forestry
market people of-
ten forget is that
though timber might
be selling for 20-30%
less than it had been,
you can shut the for-
est gate, stand down the
harvesters, and wait for the
market to improve. In the in-
terim the trees grow even more
timber.

This is a feature of forestry ownership

44 FORESTRY & TIMBER NEWS » June 2023

that the private sector has the freedom to
take advantage of. Our feeling is that this
is clearly reflected by parcels of timber
having been less speedy coming to the
market in recent months.

More particularly in England and Wales,
where there is massive variation in the
stocking and quality of forest properties,
each sector of this market is seeing some-
thing very different in its trading condi-
tions. In this issue of the FTN Forestry
Market Report we are more focused on
Tustins’ core area within the southern half
of the UK.

Larger Commercial Woods regularly

come to the market in all regions of the
country, and we have seen some of the
best in the last three years. However, the
recent heavy competitiveness in the sec-

tor has seen high prices being paid by
larger corporate organisations. Private in-
dividuals have not been quite so keen es-
pecially now we have lower timber prices.

Agents are having to very carefully
consider guide prices to reflect the com-
mercial realities of the properties and cre-
ate the competition which is so important
to vendors. People are looking more care-
fully at the numbers, and sales are being
slow to come to that moment when every-
one wants to bid. This caution also results
in people looking harder than previously
at issues on the property which might
lower returns or create problems for fu-
ture ownership.

Of note has been the sale of Coed Glyn-
clygyrogwen which, after a few months of
marketing, has recently been agreed fa-
vourably from a guide price of £1,800,000
for 273 acres. In contrast, a more commer-
cial block of 95 acres called Cwm Pydew

~on the edge of The Berwyn Mountains,

closer to markets, sold almost imme-
., diately at a price nicely in excess of
& guide of £900,000, reminiscent

., of 2021.

We gather from other
agents a similar situa-
tion was faced with the

sale of the other two
& large properties sold
in south Wales and

Yorkshire. We have
. also seen the re-
= emergence of the
4 keen small com-

mercial private

investor with two
other woods re-
cently agreed at
significantly better
than guide prices
for two relatively
small woodlands:
Gwernilla  in  Her-
efordshire, which was
agreed at a figure sig-
nificantly better than the
guide of £70K for a very
commercial 12 acres; and
Perthybu in Mid Wales, agreed
at a much better than guide price
of £375,000 on 73 acres of semi
commercial replanted conifers.

continued on p46
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continued from p44

In contrast the less commercial sector
is proving to be slower to recover. Timber
prices are less important but the cost of
borrowing and the fairly negative eco-
nomic outlook are more significant. That
said, sales of a number of less commer-
cial blocks of woodland, where the amen-
ity and non- timber benefits of owning a
woodland appear to be important, have
been agreed.

Examples of this would be Scratch-

hmill Scar that was agreed in early May
at more than the guide of £1.25m for 222
acres of principally Pine forest, along with
a conservation woodland known as Allt Y
Waun, which has been agreed just above a
guide of £295,000 for 71 acres of naturally
regenerated native woodland. Both very
different woods but properties where tim-
ber prices are a little less significant than
their pleasure of ownership.

In most years the appearance of blue-
bells and spring flowers, which have been

plentiful this year, heralds the start of the
selling season for broadleaved woods. The
appearance of leaf, drier conditions in the
woods, together with longer and warmer
hours of daylight for viewing, contribute
strongly to this. So far, by mid-May, there
looks to be a good selection of woods
coming to the market.

Tustins, one of the UKs leading and ful-
ly qualified woodland sales specialists are
experts on the sale, valuation and acquisi-

tion of all types and sizes of woodland.

Next stage of timber engineering CPD
course launched at NMITE

New students are set to
learn about design and
construction on course
that champions the use

of sustainable timber.

MITE (New Model Institute for
N Technology & Engineering) is set

to welcome a new cohort onto
its new Timber Technology Engineering
Design 2 (TED 2) CPD course, following
the success of its TED 1 courses. Start-
ing from 5 June 2023, the new course is
once again delivered in partnership with
Timber Development UK and Edinburgh
Napier University.

The TED 1 courses ran from Septem-
ber 2022 and January 2023 and were ef-
fective in raising awareness around the
need for more use of timber, over less
sustainable, non-timber products. There
was a cohort of eight on the September
course and due to peer-to-peer recom-
mendation and word of mouth, this dou-
bled to 16 for January.

The broad appeal of the TED course is
due to it having been designed to meet
learners where they are in their knowl-
edge base, as it is not a requirement
that they have a detailed understand-
ing of how timber works. In addition, the
course appeals to a diverse audience due
to its mix of learning styles across visual,
auditory, practical hands-on and portfo-
lio content curation.

Professor Robert Hairstans, Centre for
Advanced Timber Technology (CATT)
Director, commented: “The launch of
our TED 2 course builds on our success-
ful TED 1 course, both of which are de-
signed to help solve the climate crisis
problem by championing the use of the
natural, renewable capital of timber that
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we have. TED 1 was a huge success with
learners coming away feeling equipped
to champion the use of timber in their
workplace.

“Fundamental to all NMITE courses is
to provide a student-centric approach
with a curriculum fuelled by real-world
challenges working with external stake-
holders, industry practitioners and aca-
demic collaborators. | believe this ap-
proach is fundamental to our cohorts’
enjoyment and engagement with the
course and | suspect is also why we are
so successful at attracting diversity on
our courses.”

TED 2 includes two design briefs for
which students have a chance to con-
struct during the on-campus residen-
tials. The process progresses the TED 1
challenges which went from simple con-
nections, to basic supported structures,
to integrated design with additional lay-
ers within the final structure, for which
students exhibit to an invited audience.

Architectural Assistant at dRMM, OI-
ivia Chan, completed the NMITE TED 1
course earlier this year. She said: “Within
the course, | have been encouraged to
develop a detailed material understand-
ing which incorporates the lifecycle of
timber. This has included a theoretical
and practical understanding of how to
sustainably grow, procure, apply, and
upcycle timber as well as how to main-
tain the timber supply chain in a way that
ensures our sustainable future.

“The opportunity to connect a theo-
retical understanding and speak to peo-
ple in forestry, milling and design has
fostered a collaborative learning environ-
ment. Practical, material-based lab work
has allowed me to learn how to research
and detail small-scale timber projects.
Hands-on experience like being able to
test our own theories within a specialist
timber laboratory has helped me build
my experience and has improved my
confidence in advocating for timber.”
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Alba Trees are excited to be working with
SAF Woodland Management
on a number of Future Trials.

We share their goal fo find ways of growing more and

better Forestry Trees in a sustainable manner by better working
with nature and reducing chemical interventions.

See our expanded range of Broadleaves, Shrubs, Hedging
and Conifers for Season 23/24. Orders now being taken.

www.dlbatrees.co.uk
sales@albatrees.co.uk Tel: 01620 825058



Superior planting stock for commercial forestry.
Specialist grower of northern UK and Scottish seed zone
provenances to suit all planting requirements

We are situated in the beautiful county of Northumberland and
supply around 15 million bareroot conifer and broadleaf trees
per year to a wide customer base. A Plant Healthy accredited

grower of major native timber and woodland species including
improved Sitka Spruce. Trees can be pre-treated against Pine

Weevil if required.

Our team have over 200 collective years experience in growing
and nursery production as well as a firm understanding of the
forestry industry. Our cold storage facilities ensure our trees
are stored at the optimum temperature until you need them.
Please get in touch today. No query is too big or small.

TreesPlease Ltd, Dilston Haugh Farm, Corbridge,
Northumberland NE45 5QY 01434 633049
sales@treesplease.co.uk www.treesplease.co.uk
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allswage

British .
Manufacturing
Excellence

AUTOGUIDE'S VIBRATING
POSTMASTERS

01380850885
sales@autoguide.co,uk
www.autoguideequipment.co.uk

‘At Autoguide Equipment, we provide our customers with
market-leading a for fence and post installation’.

‘We've traded the traditional post knocker and heavy-duty post
banger tools, for streamline and easy-to-use vibrating postmasters’

‘Our postmasters are engineered with hydraulic jaws which clamp
and vibrate posts into the ground, with adjustable jaws designed
for change between circular / square posts at a moments notice’.

‘Postmasters are available across the UK and internationally,
providing a quick and effective system for fence installation
and removal, built with Autoguide’s manufacturing excellence’

A SELECTION FROM OUR EXTENSIVE RANGE
FOR THE FORESTRY MACHINERY INDUSTRY

HCRIMP 110 H CRIMP 80 SCRIMP70EVOR

* 1"4SP « Robust «1”2WB  « Lightweight ° 1"4SP » Revolving head
« 110t * Manual « 80t * Manual or e 70t » 230/415/12V
* 28kg * 25kg pneumatic « 75kg

43-49 Roebuck Street, West Bromwich, West Midlands B70 6RB HOSE ASSEMBLY

EQUIPMENT SPECIALISTS

0121 553 5048 | allswageuk.co.uk
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INTERNATIONAL Sean Lenihan, Kestrel Forestry Consultants Ltd

New Forestry Programme

espite being announced to great
D fanfare last November, and with

great expectation that it would be
cleared for launch early in the New Year,
the new Forestry Programme 2023 - 2027
still hasn’t been given the green light as
of mid-May.

The government are awaiting EU ap-
proval and the sense of sheer frustration
and disappointment is palpable within the
industry. Coming on top of five years of
afforestation levels tanking, felling licence
delays, and constant anti-commercial for-
estry publicity in mainstream and social
media, the industry could have done with-
out a six-month delay in the official launch
of the new programme.

The Forest Service did introduce an
Interim programme in February for those
with existing licences under the previous
programme, but there was limited interest
- possibly because of confusion over the
rules of the Interim scheme and concern
that the rates might be higher whenever
the new programme is officially launched.

According to the Social Environmental
Economic Forestry Association (SEEFA),
no forestry licences are being approved
and no new applications are even being
accepted by the Department. This is set
to continue until the new programme is in
place.

It is no great surprise, then, that just
255 hectares have been afforested in Q1
based on official figures from the Depart-
ment. The target for 2023 is 8,000, but it
is looking extremely unlikely that even last
year’s disastrous outturn of 2,273 ha can
be achieved.

The numbers also show that there has
been a 90% decline in the number of li-
cences issued in Q1 in comparison with Q1
in 2022.

Government inaction

It is the view of the writer that the politi-
cal will or commitment is not there at the
highest level to seriously address the is-
sues facing Irish forestry. If the tillage, beef
or dairy sector had experienced a 200%
drop in production levels over the last 10
years, a crisis would have been declared
and an urgent set of measures introduced
to correct the situation.

A political storm would have no doubt
ensued, which would have seen the gov-
ernment parties forced to take action from
the Taoiseach down, or risk major losses
at the polls at the next General Election.
Certainly, having the Green Party power

CONFOR.ORG.UK

2023-2027 delayed in Ireland

sharing does not help commercial forestry,
and the fact that the Junior Minister with
responsibility for Forestry is also from the
Green Party adds to the problem.

And yet, it has to be said that the Gov-
ernment at the highest level have shown
a marked reluctance (even cowardice) to
come out and publicly support the com-
mercial forestry industry which employs
10,000 people directly and indirectly. The
risk of being slated on Twitter and other
social media platforms by those from
an environmental and anti-commercial
forestry background appears to have si-
lenced our political leaders.

Even the official name of the Depart-
ment (the Department of Agriculture,
Food and the Marine) does not include
Forestry, which demonstrates albeit sym-
bolically the lack of importance with which
our industry is regarded. In addition, the
name of the forestry division within the
Department (the Forest Service) has also
been eliminated so that officially there no
longer is a Forest Service, and all corre-
spondence and communications on for-
estry now show DAFM only.

Jim MacKinnon is his highly lauded re-
port on Irish Forestry published in 2019
also noted that forestry did not appear
in the title of the Department, and that
a Minister for State does not have the in-
fluence or leverage of more senior Minis-
ters. In Scotland, which has experienced a
spectacular surge in afforestation levels in

the past five years, a senior Minister has
responsibility for forestry.

The contrast with the UK and espe-
cially England is depressing. Trudy Harri-
son’s statement in December 2022 at the
Confor Policy Conference that she wanted
more timber for domestic construction,
and therefore more conifers were needed
was extremely positive and uplifting to say
the least. She then doubled down on this
position by stating that she had no issue
with conifer woodlands and enjoyed walk-
ing through conifer woods just as much as
broadleaf woods.

She followed this by backing and pledg-
ing support to the Timber Sector Deal in
March 2023 where once again she made
a big commitment to productive forestry.

Irish foresters and the industry in gen-
eral would be shocked to their core if
Pippa Hackett, the Junior Minister with
responsibility for Forestry, issued a similar
statement regarding coniferous forestry.
In fact, in 40 odd tweets about trees and
forestry since January 2023, the majority
have dealt with agroforestry, native tree
planting, and a couple on CCF.

None referred to commercial conifer-
ous forestry or the fantastic processing
and nursery industry that has been built
up in Ireland over the last 50 years. None
referred to the 10,000 jobs; the majority of
which have been created by commercial
forestry enterprise in the same period.
www.kestrelforestry.ie
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INTERNATIONAL

Teaching in a time of war: Ukraine
National Forestry University

The Scottish School of Forestry has partnered with their equivalent institution in Ukraine
to support the continued education of students in the midst of conflict. Euan Bowditch,
Researcher and Lecturer in Forestry and Social-Ecology, shares the action being taken and

the help needed from the sector.

s the war in the Ukraine contin-
Aues a year on from when it be-

gan, it seems inconceivable that
life could go on as normal. However, for
many Ukrainians that is the case, and this
includes those teaching and studying at
the Ukraine National Forestry University
(UNFU) in Lviv.

The Scottish School of Forestry (SSF)
(UHI Inverness) is partnering with UNFU
to help fundraise and enable continued
teaching and delivery of forestry educa-
tion. Students continue to make progress
towards their qualifications (except those
that are fighting and supporting the de-
fence forces), as there will be life and ca-
reers in the future.

SSF and UNFU are co-developing an
online summer school for 2023 and aim to
collaborate on longer-term education de-
livery and research. Although we are cur-
rently focussing on immediate needs, this
partnership will pursue long-term aims of
annual summer school for students alter-
nating between the UK and Ukraine, devel-
opment of shared educational resources,
and working together to bring more skilled
foresters into the two sectors.

In the coming months, the two-day on-

‘raig}gity of I:viv!
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line summer school with the UNFU/SSF
students and staff alongside industry rep-
resentatives will come together and learn
about the two countries’ forestry sectors
and the unique/common challenges for
the future of the industry. This might also
be made an open event, so anyone inter-
ested to hear about Ukrainian forestry and
refresh their own knowledge about Scot-
tish forestry will be welcome (watch this
space).

How can we help?

The Scottish School of Forestry is current-
ly working in partnership with the UNFU
to raise funds to support their technical
needs:

*« Keeping everyone warm (heating sys-
tems)

* Keeping the power (solar-powered mo-
bile generators)

Our target for supporting their needs to
maintain education requirements and an
appropriate learning environment for the
students is €90,000 - primarily to replace
the current heating system, a few heat
pumps, and eight solar-powered mobile
generators.

| realise this seems a large sum, but if

we were to spread this across the sector
through smaller contributions, we might
be able to meet the target easily and help
the staff and students adapt to current
conditions.

The staff and students live in a state of
impending disruption whereby classes or
meetings may suddenly stop abruptly due
to missile strikes, power outages or short-
ages that are quite regular occurrences.
They have to make their way to shelters or,
classically pragmatic, they often say they
will stay on as long as they can and, if they
disappear, then just carry on without them
and hopefully they will be able to re-join at
some point.

The UNFU is very large and is home to
thousands of students studying forestry
and wood related professions. As the only
forestry educators in Ukraine, this puts
the institution and sector in a particularly
vulnerable position if they cannot train new
forestry professionals to keep the sector
buoyant during and beyond the conflict.

For inquiries about this
issue and/or donations please contact
Euan Bowditch at UHI Inverness (euan.
bowditch.ic@uhi.ac.uk).
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Forestry

Harvesting

Investment

Utilities & Landscaping
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Harvesting Manager
MELROSE- SCOTTISH BORDERS

As a key member of a high performing team, operating in a competitive and
commercial environment, we are seeking an experienced, enthusiastic, and
self-motivated individual with relevant harvesting and marketing experience.

THE ROLE...

Based out of our Melrose office, key duties will include working closely with our existing
clients and customers as well as the development of new business. To be successful in
this role you will need to have an in-depth understanding of timber marketing; standing
sale assessments; site planning; harvesting systems and working with contractors. You
should be capable of working with our existing timber harvesting team and other Forest
Management colleagues on existing client properties.

Forestry qualifications are advantageous but not a pre-requisite. You should have a

|| professional acumen, be commercially aware and possess excellent communication and
organisation skills. Experience of contract/project management and health & safety
management are also essential for the role.

— e -
Scottish Woodlands offer ...

An attractive salary and benefits package
commensurate with experience, company vehicle,
generous pension scheme, life assurance,
permanent health insurance, private health care,
and the opportunity for equity participation.

Scan the QR code to find out
more and apply...

Closing Date 7th July 2023

For details of information gathered during our
recruitment process, please see our Job Applicant

Scottish Woodlands is a leading forestry management company with a long
tradition of serving forest owners and investors in Scotland and the rest of ¢
the UK. For more information, visit: Privacy Notice on the careers section of our

Webpage.

= s |rutitute of

www.scottishwoodlands.co.uk Chisrtered Foresters

NMASON

WOODCHIPPERS

Quality refurbished woodchippers and stump grinders
All makes and models of chipper and grinder
3” to 12” tracked, road tow and PTO
All refurbished machines sold with 30 day warranty

Call us on 01325 377 475 or 07484 081795
Email john@msonwoodchippers.com
www.masonwoodchippers.com

UNBEATABLE QUALITY « EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE

Approved

HYDRAULICS

££a

Rotators | Weigh Links

SUPPLYING THE FORE

sales@approvedhydraullcs .co.u

01614

CONFOR.ORG.UK

We supply some of the largest forestry
dealers, OEM’s and maintenance firms
in the UK and our products are
considered to be some of

the best in the world.

e

|L Grabs | Tree Shears | Flalls

80 0869

approvedhydraulics.co.uk
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LEGAL MATTERS

Ensuring safe storage

of wood pellets

Clare Bone, Partner and health and safety law expert at Brodies LLP, comments on the dangers
of transporting and storing wood pellets

he popularity of wood pellets as a
Tform of heating has continued to rise

over the last few years, as many of
us turn away from fossil fuels and look for
more sustainable and renewable ways to
heat our business or home. The UK remains
one of the world’s largest consumers of
imported as well as domestically produced
product.

The ongoing war in Ukraine has sparked
a shortage of wood pellets here in the UK
and abroad, Russia having been a major
exporter of wood pellets to the West. As
UK manufacturers of wood pellets look to
increase production it is worth reminding
the industry of the significant health and
safety risks that exist in the storage and
transportation of this product.

The composition of wood pellets is such
that in normal, everyday conditions they
will produce carbon monoxide, generat-
ing higher levels in the first few weeks af-
ter production. An odourless, tasteless gas,
carbon monoxide will deplete the air of
oxygen, posing the risk of serious injury or
death to anyone exposed to it.

If wood pellets are stored for any length
of time, this can lead to a build up to
dangerous levels, increasing the risk
of harm. There have been a num- ¥
ber of fatalities both at home }
and abroad where individuals
have accessed areas where A% ¢
wood pellets are stored / s %
and have succumbed to
the carbon monoxide
fumes produced.

As carbon mon-
oxide will be present
wherever you are
storing or transport-
ing wood pellets it is
important to ensure |
appropriate controls
are in place. Such
controls include ad-
equate ventilation
and restriction of ac-
cess to unauthorised
persons.

Any storage area
should be assessed to
determine if it should be
classed as a confined space.
Under the Confined Space Reg-
ulations 1997, a ‘confined space’ in
this context has two defining features.
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Firstly, it is a place which is enclosed and,
secondly, there will be a reasonably fore-
seeable risk of serious injury from hazard-
ous substances or conditions within the
space or nearby.

There should be suitable ventilation in
place. Warning signs should be displayed
to warn of the confined space, risk of car-
bon monoxide poisoning and preventing
unauthorised access. For employees re-
quired to access such areas there should
be suitable and sufficient training, with
safe working procedures in place, based on
a site-specific risk assessment, to ensure a
safe place and system of work.

For more information, the HSE’s Ap-
proved Code of Practice ‘Safe Work in Con-
fined Spaces’ (L101) provides useful guid-
ance for employers and employees.

Manufacturers, suppliers and distribu-
tors of wood pellets should also ensure
that they provide adequate health and
safety information to the end user in their
materials safety data sheet. A material
safety data sheet will include information

on health effects of exposure to the prod-
uct it relates to as well as hazard evaluation
related to its handling, storage, or use.

As such it should include information
on the potential for the build-up of carbon
monoxide in enclosed areas, its effects, and
other such relevant information to alert the
end user to the risks arising from storage
of the product and to inform them on what
measures they ought to take to minimise
the risks of exposure to carbon monoxide.

By taking these steps, those involved in
the manufacture and supply of wood pel-
lets will be doing what they can to comply
with their own health and safety duties to
their employees and those who use their
products and will minimise the risk of
someone succumbing to ill health or death
through exposure to carbon monoxide.

As the demands for a greener, more
sustainable energy supply continue to in-
crease, taking such steps ensure that wood
pellets are not only an appealing alterna-
tive to fossil fuels, but a safe form of en-
ergy too.

CONFOR MEMBERS
FREE LEGAL
CONSULTATION

Confor Members have access to a free
legal helpline, administered by Brodies
LLP. Get in touch for guidance on key
issues that impact forest owners and
the forestry sector.

Whether your query is employment
law, health & safety, planning, tax or
property-related, one of our experts
will be happy to give you a free initial
consultation. More info: https://bit.
ly/3yPGRI1

For members based anywhere
in the UK

Brodies LLP 0131228 3777
www.brodies.com
confor@brodies.com

For members based in
England/Wales

Atkinson Ritson Solicitors
01228 525221
www.atkinsonritson.co.uk
info@atkinsonritson.co.uk
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fosseway@hotmail.co.uk

0 Seagrave Road, Thrussington, LE7 4TR
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* Wood chippers
¢ Wood chipper combinations
» Stumpgrinders
* Woodgrapples, cutters & saws
3 RS

07977 098432 | 07813 110886 | mark.jibson@sky.co
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MACHINERY

A TURN IN THE
DRIVER'S SEAT

on the market.

onda, Argo-Cat and Garrons are all
|—| names that will be synonymous with

forest machinery for many. Looking
back, there have been some interesting
variants including the Honda ATC three-
wheeler and the Eco-rider two wheeled
machine, both are famous (or should that
be infamous) for all the wrong reasons. The
three-wheelers in particular were unfortu-
nately responsible for a high number of se-
rious accidents.

The tried and tested design for sit-
astride ATVs has become the four-wheeled
machine, with occasional six-wheelers
cropping up. These machines have found
popularity for tasks including leading out
plants on restock sites, vegetation control
on footpaths, and getting people out to
remote areas of an estate or land holding.
They require what is often referred to as an
“active rider” to maintain the vehicle’s sta-
bility and grip.

However, in recent years there has been
a surge in popularity for sit-in style ATVs.
These are often referred to by the name
of the John Deere sit-in ATV, the Gator, in
much the same way as we call any make of
vacuum cleaner a Hoover!

What is behind this shift to sit-in ATVs?
There are number of benefits, so it is dif-
ficult to identify any one reason. However,
motives include increased load carrying
capacity; increased towing capacity; wider
and longer wheelbase aiding stability; die-
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ATVs have become as much a part of forestry
machinery as harvesters, forwarders and tractors.
Andrew Smith looks at the sit-in ATVs available

sel variants; ability to transport more than
one person; and for some it is having a cab
with a heater!

Dare | say it, but they are also easier to
drive, especially for less confident or inex-
perienced riders.

Sounds great, but what about the down-
sides? Sit-in machines are heavier than the
sit-astride ATVs, so if you do get stuck it
may well be a more onerous task to extract
the machine; transporting them from site
to site will require a larger trailer and you’'ll
probably not be able to utilise the trailer
behind the ATV, and price is a factor with
many costing a similar figure to a car, and
probably twice that of a sit-astride ATV.
They are serious investments!

All models featured in this article are
four-wheel drive machines. Most manufac-
turers offer a crew cab style machine too,
where moving people about is as impor-
tant as cargo or towing.

On the subject of safety, anyone who
looks at the HSE fatalities statistics annu-
ally will be aware that, sadly, ATVs - specifi-
cally sit-astride ATVs - feature prominently
in these figures. For many employers,
providing a similar vehicle but one which
features a ROPS structure and seatbelts is
a proactive decision to improve their em-

ployee’s safety.

There are many companies offering at-
tachments for ATVs and many have now
increased their product offering to ensure
that there are attachments for sit-in ma-
chines now too. As always though, please
ensure compatibility with your machine
and any attachments.

In terms of the all-important operator
certification, both NPTC City and Guilds
and Lantra offer operator certificates of
competence. Both recognise the differ-
ence between a sit-astride and a sit-in ATV,
but Lantra also differentiate between sit-in
machines that are conventionally steered,
and skid steered. All the models covered
in this review are conventionally steered
machines.

Probably the manufacturer that most of us
would look to if we were after a sit-astride
ATV, or certainly well up the list. Honda was
a relative latecomer to the sit-in ATV mar-
ket. Why, I’'m not sure - perhaps they didn’t
see the need, or perhaps they were wor-
ried it would dilute their sales of sit-astride
machines, but they have joined the party at
long last with the Pioneer 520.

Whilst the machine does take the form
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of a sit-in ATV, it is almost a halfway house
between a sit-astride and sit-in. Yes, it can
seat two people and has a rear load bed,
but it is smaller than most and certainly
narrowet.

Power comes from a 518cc petrol en-
gine, on-brand for a maker like Honda.
Transmission is a five-speed variant (unlike
many others who offer a CVT transmis-
sion), which can be operated manually or
automatically.

The Pioneer 520 comes with selectable
2/4wd, a 204kg bed capacity and a 454kg
towing capacity. Options include fabric
doors; a solid roof; windscreen and rear of
cab panel; guarding etc.

Kawasaki by comparison were fairly early
converts to the sit-in ATV market and their
model range name - the Mule - is another
often used as a generic reference to sit-in

ATVs. The current offering comprises four
models, two petrol and two diesels.

The entry level SX 4x4 features a 400cc
petrol engine and is a two-seater model.
Equipped with drum brakes all round, se-
lectable 2/4wd and rear diff lock. Load
capacity of 181kg and towing capacity of
500kg.

The Pro-MX is a 700cc petrol machine,
and like its smaller sibling features a CVT
transmission. Improvements to this model
include disc brakes all round and a 36-litre
fuel capacity.

There are two machines in the diesel
range, the Pro-DX and the Pro-DXT. Both
share a 1-litre diesel engine, but the big dif-
ference is that the DXT is capable of car-
rying up to six passengers including the
driver. Great for going on safari!

As a result of this increased passenger
capacity, the load space is reduced consid-
erably.

Across the range, accessories include
a “hard” cabin (i.e. solid doors); mounting
kits for winches; load space accessories
and uprated suspension components.

Kubota are well known for their ground
care machines, their excavators, and in re-
cent years have added numerous models
to their agricultural tractor range. They also
offer two models of sit-in ATV.

The RTV-X110 and RTV-X1140, both
diesel machines equipped with 3-cylinder
engines providing around 24 horsepower.
The main difference in these models is
that the X1140 is a crew cab style machine,
equipped for four passengers (including
the driver) and features a longer wheel-
base to accommodate this.

Unlike some of the other manufac-
turers mentioned here, the Kubota RTV
range features a rear mounted hydrostatic
transmission which is claimed to be less
susceptible to slippage than a belt driven
CVT machine. Load capacities of 500kg in
the load bed and up to 590 towing capac-
ity. The load bed is hydraulically tipped as
standard.

Numerous options including a fully
enclosed cab; tyre options and colour -
Kubota orange or Realtree Camo can be
chosen for the RTV-X1110 and 1140.

continued on p56

LTD High Temperature
Dehumidifiers

EE

FD100

DEHUMIDIFIER

BRITISH DESIGNED & MANUFACTURED PRODUCTS FROM A COMPANY
WITH 46+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE IN WOOD DRYING

TYPICAL DRYING
CAPACITIES

LDB2 - 2.Bm3 Softwood
FD100 - 42.7m3 Softwood

LD82

DEHUMIDIFIER

~

Manual & Automatic
Control Systems

Ebac Industrial Products Ltd.
Tel 01388 664400 sales@eipl.co.uk www.eipl.co.uk

\_

CONFOR.ORG.UK

FORESTRY & TIMBER NEWS « June 2023 §5



MACHINERY

continued from p55

The Polaris Ranger range of machines has
attracted quite a following in recent years.
With numerous models available including
two-seaters, three-seaters and crew cab
versions, and petrol and diesel variants,
there is something for everyone here. Inter-
estingly, Polaris also offer an electric ver-
sion, the XP Kinetic.

Here are some of the highlights from the
range of three-seat machines, likely to be
the most popular version.

The Ranger 1000EPS, a 1,000cc petrol
machine featuring a high/low/reverse CVT
transmission. The load space is rated for
454kg and the tow hitch for 1134kg. The
Ranger Diesel features a 900cc Kubota
diesel engine and shares a similar transmis-
sion to the petrol variant. Load and towing
capacities are similar to the petrol version
too. Options include wheel and tyre choic-
es; various cabin versions; winches etc.

The XP Kinetic features a 14.9kWh bat-
tery which can provide a range of up to
70km depending on loading and driving
conditions. The XP kinetic is fitted with a
similar transmission to its conventional sib-
lings and features the same style of drive
choice - all-wheel drive, two-wheel drive,
or two-wheel drive turf mode (rear differ-

ential not locked).

Given the moves to reducing fuel usage,
this surely has to be considered nowadays
in certain applications.

The John Deere Gator range originally
started as a golf course maintenance ma-
chine, featuring a wide and low structure
and turf tyres. This range of machines
is still available, but the Gator range has
moved into the utility/industrial sector with
a range of four machines: three diesels and
one petrol version.

As with many other manufacturers, a
crew cab style is available with capacity for
four people.

The petrol version is powered by an

800cc and is capable of 454kg in the cargo
area and a towing capacity of up to 907kg.
It complies with Road Homologation (as
do all Gators) so getting it road registered
would be fairly simple.

The diesel versions, the X865M and
X865R, are essentially the same vehicle,
featuring an 854cc diesel engine with simi-
lar carrying and towing capacities as the
petrol version. The main difference is the
X865R is more refined inside the cab, with
features such as cloth seats and air condi-
tioning.

As with other manufacturers, a range of
options exist for the Gator, including bull
bars; light guards; winches etc. The option
of an open or enclosed cab also exists on
most models.

TORNADO¢

FENCING THAT LASTS

01789 778766
sales@tornadowire.com
www.tornadowire.com

56 FORESTRY & TIMBER NEWS  June 2023

1

TALK TO
HE FENCING
PEOPLE

L

TORNADO WIRE
PROTECTS AND PRESERVES

With a comprehensive and
innovative range of deer
fencing, Tornado has long
been the first choice for
forest managers looking

to protect and preserve
their valuable forestry from
browsing deer.

Tornado Torus Deer
Exclusion Fencing offers
optimal strength even
in the most extreme
environments, with solid
vertical wires and an
unobtrusive high pressure
bonded knot.
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National Trust and Future Trees Trust
launch research woodland

he National Trust and Future Trees
TTrust, the only UK charity dedicated

to improving broadleaved trees, have
announced a plan to plant a new research
woodland to secure a future for some of
the UK’s most important broadleaved tree
species.

Through the partnership, oak, syca-
more, silver birch, hornbeam, beech and
blackthorn will be planted in research trials
and seed orchards on the National Trust’s
21-hectare site near Uffington, South Ox-
fordshire. Tree breeding programmes will
allow healthy individuals with better form
and growth rates to be selected across the
country and assessed over many years in
research trials.

The superior trees are used to establish
seed orchards which produce improved
seed, also known as Qualified and Tested
Forest Reproductive Material (FRM). Trees
grown from improved seed which have
faster growth and an increased rate of se-
questering carbon.

CONFOR.ORG.UK

Their improved form also means they
can be used in productive forestry to grow
future home-grown wood products that
act as long-term carbon stores: an essen-
tial part of a multi-faceted approach to cli-
mate change.

The tree breeding research programmes
will give The National Trust direct access to
broadleaved trees fit for the future to use
across their estates and as part of their
ambitions to establish 20 million trees by
2030. This will ensure the trees planted will
likely be adapted to a changing climate
and remain healthier for longer.

John Deakin, Head of Trees and Wood-
lands at National Trust said: “The National
Trust cares for tens of thousands of hec-
tares of trees. This exciting partnership will
not only help to directly contribute to the
achievement of [our 2023] target but will
also allow us to contribute more widely by
supporting the Future Trees Trust to make
available the highest quality trees to the
wider tree and woodland sector.”

The arrangement also necessitates the
relocation of the Future Trees Trust Head
Office to the Buscot and Coleshill Estate,
committing both organisations to a long-
term partnership which will supply seed of
many broadleaved species for woodland
resilience in the future.

Speaking about the opportunity, Future
Trees Trust CEO John McLaughlin com-
mented: “This is an exciting opportunity for
Future Trees Trust, for the first time in our
history we will be taking direct control of
land, which will really help deliver our 10-
year strategy.

“Working with such a renowned organi-
sation as the National Trust will increase
awareness of our work to ensure improved
trees will be the natural choice for any-
one planting trees. We also look forward
to helping the National Trust to deliver on
their ambitious tree planting targets and
welcome the opportunity to co-locate our
headquarters with the team at the Buscot
and Coleshill Estate.”
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Projects sought to create and

restore wood

and along HS2

The HS2 Woodland Fund has reopened for applications, supporting projects that create
and restore woodland along the High Speed Two (HS2) Phase One route

he HS2 Woodland Fund has reo-
Tpened to new applications, with
£3.25m available to support wood-
land creation and the restoration of plan-
tations of ancient woodland sites (PAWS).

First launched in November 2017 and
managed by the Forestry Commission on
behalf of HS2 Ltd, the fund is available for
landowners located up to 25 miles from
phase one of the route from London to the
West Midlands.

The Woodland Creation aspect of the
fund will now be available under the For-
estry Commission’s England Woodland
Creation Offer (EWCO). Funding for the
restoration of PAWS will remain as a stan-
dalone offer and will be open to applica-
tions over the next two years. Applications
will be assessed four times per year, with
the first deadline on 30 June 2023.

Sir William Worsley, Forestry Commis-
sion Chair, said: “We must ensure that
woodlands and habitats impacted by HS2
are effectively restored and protected.

“By facilitating the creation of new
woodland, and bringing new life to an-
cient woodlands, the HS2 Woodland Fund
will continue to be instrumental in ensur-
ing that any loss from the project is suf-
ficiently compensated for.”

“The HS2 Woodland Fund, a compo-
nent of our extensive Green Corridor envi-
ronmental programme, is designed to help

Several devastating wildfires
have already hit rural and
wooded areas as summer
gets underway in the UK.

In the past, the peak season for wildfires
in the UK was March to May. However, due
to climate change resulting in dead and
dry vegetation, the wildfire season has
becoming longer and can now last from
February to July.

Vigilance for potential risk and signs of
fire is strongly recommended for anyone
working, living, or enjoying recreation in
the countryside.
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landowners near to the HS2 route create
new native, broadleaved woodlands and
restore existing ancient woodland sites,”
added HS2’s Biodiversity Lead David
Prys-Jones.

“This forms part of HS2’s wider strat-
egy to create a network of bigger, better-
connected, climate resilient habitats and
new green spaces for people and wildlife
to enjoy.”

Eligible landowners considering apply-
ing to this round of the HS2 Woodland
Fund are encouraged to discuss their
plans with the Forestry Commission.

Speaking on the recent wildfire in
the Cannich area, Ross Ewing, Director
of Moorland at Scottish Land & Estates,
said: “Our thoughts are with the firefight-
ers who have been injured tackling the
wildfire in the area around Cannich.

“Nearly 3,000 hectares of land have
already been burned in this fire and it
follows on from the huge wildfire near
Glenuig in April, which was estimated to
be the second largest ever recorded in
the UK.

“Wildfires have a devastating impact
on wildlife and habitats, generating cata-
strophic carbon emissions. They are be-
coming increasingly frequent in Scotland,
partly due to climate change and partly

* The HS2 Woodland Fund reopened
in May 2023 and has been extended
for two years, up until March 2025.

* Applications must be submitted
by 30 June 2023, to plant trees in
the 2023/24 planting season.

* Decisions will be communicated
by end of October 2023, giving
proposals the best chance to be
implemented during winter 23/24.

¢ PAWS been extended for two years,
up until March 2025.

due to a lack of fuel load management in
some areas.

“We urging anyone going out into
the countryside to take care and follow
guidance in relation to campfire cooking
and when the ground is so dry it’s recom-
mended not to use either a campfire or a
camping stove.”

For information to help you assess the
fire risk in your area, the Met Office’s Fire
Severity Index (FSI), provides an assess-
ment of how severe a fire could become
if one were to start. It is hosted on the
Met Office website on behalf of Natural
England and Natural Resources Wales for
the purpose of informing fire prevention
restrictions on open access land.
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Timber transport boost for Scotland

Scotland’s Rural Affairs Secretary has pledged £4m for timber transport infrastructure
improvements across the country

number of new projects intended
Ato help improve Scotland’s timber

transport infrastructure, decarbon-
ise the forestry sector and take pressure
off rural roads used by communities, have
been given a funding boost by Rural Af-
fairs Secretary Mairi Gougeon.

The projects in Argyllshire, Perthshire,
Dumfries & Galloway, the Scottish Bor-
ders, Ayrshire and the Highlands will cre-
ate new haulage routes away from busy
villages, build passing places on narrow
roads, upgrade existing fragile roads and
promote the shipping of timber by sea.

Announcing the £4 million investment,
Ms Gougeon said: “Our forestry sector has
an important part to play in reaching Net
Zero. | am pleased that the Scottish Gov-
ernment and local authorities are continu-
ing to provide support to help the industry
decarbonise, whilst also improving local
transport networks. That is good for our
forestry industry, strengthening its ability
to get timber to market.

“But it is also good news for rural com-
munities which are regularly affected by
timber wagons using their same routes
that local people use too. With road wid-
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ening works, diversionary roads and more
passing places, communities will be less
affected.”

Scotland’s forestry sector is a ma-
jor driver in economic terms, supporting
around 25,000 jobs and generating over
£1 billion to the economy each year.

Around 7 million tonnes of timber are
transported from Scotland’s forests to
sawmills and processing plants annually.
This funding support will assist the in-
dustry in finding ways to manage this ef-
fectively, whilst minimising the effects on
communities.

Some of the projects which feature in
this year’s funding round include:

e £945,000 in support for the Timber-
LINK service which is enabling around
70,000 tonnes of timber each year to be
moved by sea on the West Coast of Scot-
land;

e £284,500 to Perth & Kinross Coun-
cil to improve parts of the A93 to move
280,000 tonnes of timber, including in ar-
eas toppled by Storm Arwen. The road is
currently well used by local communities
and tourists;

e £222,000 for Dumfries & Galloway

Council to improve a stretch of the A711
through Dalbeattie which needs strength-
ened to carry an estimated 1.8 million
tonnes of timber over next 10 years;

e £245,000 allocated to the Highland
Council to widen the approach to the
Howford Bridge across the River Nairn on
a route well-used by timber lorries bring-
ing logs to the Gordon Timber sawmill in
Nairn;

¢« £111,000 to Argyll & Bute Council for
the continuation of improvement works
on the road between Ballochandrain and
Tighnabruaich through resurfacing and
widening. This road serves a busy com-
munity and is forecast to carry 253,940
tonnes of timber over the next decade
typically going onwards by boat from
Sandbank.

More information The Strategic Timber
Transport Fund (STTF), which is part
funded by Transport Scotland, is man-
aged by Scottish Forestry. Over the last
23 years, the STTF has contributed over
£82 million towards improving Scotland’s
timber transport infrastructure through
398 separate projects.
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Investment to boost community tree
cover across parts of England

£2m in government funding
has been announced to
investigate increasing tree
cover in English communities.

rojects that seek to enhance bios-
Pecurity and increase tree cover in

communities across England are set
to receive a share of over £2 million in gov-
ernment funding.

Non-woodland treescapes have been
badly affected by tree pests and diseases
and other issues, so finding ways to boost
their numbers effectively will help to meet
the aims of the England Trees Action Plan
and Government ambitions to treble tree
planting rates by the end of this Parlia-
ment.

This investment forms the second phase
of the Trees Outside Woodland Research
and Development programme. It will fund
projects testing the effectiveness of tree
planting methods and approaches in non-
woodland areas so that more, healthier
trees can be planted in the future.

Research from the first phase is already
beginning to have an impact, as successful
approaches piloted will be rolled out in an
England-wide grant scheme later this year.

Research projects funded by the sec-
ond phase will:
¢ Test how to sustainably improve the
capacity and biosecurity of locally grown
tree planting stock, to ensure more trees
can be planted closer to where people live.
¢ Research the most cost-effective and
biosecure ways to plant, establish, and
promote trees outside woods, enabling
increases in non-woodland tree canopy
cover.
¢ Focus on sharing this knowledge with
Local Authorities to enable enhanced local
delivery of healthy and thriving treescapes.
¢ In the long term, help to increase tree
cover within our local communities and

deliver on commitments set out within the
Environmental Improvement Plan to level
up people’s access to nature and improve
our mitigation and adaptation to climate
change.

Forestry Minister Trudy Harrison said:
“The Trees Outside Woodland programme
has supported myriad pilot projects up and
down the country that have bolstered the
health and resilience of our non-woodland
treescapes. From agroforestry schemes in
Cornwall to experimental Miyawaki plots
in Kent, the Trees Outside Woodland pro-
gramme is providing a springboard for in-
novative research into tree planting.

“Further investment in the programme
will build on previous successful work and
help Government deliver on our ambitious
tree planting targets.”

Director of Trees, Science & Research
at The Tree Council, Jon Stokes, added:
“Historically undervalued, the 4.3% of Eng-
land that is covered with non-woodland
treescapes - such as hedges, scrub, trees
on farms, parks, and in urban settings - is
now recognised among our most impor-
tant treescapes.

“This funding is a wonderful oppor-
tunity to learn more about growing and
protecting these precious trees. These are
the trees that people most often see in
their daily lives, and they provide essential
habitat connectivity and homes for wildlife
all across the country. The Tree Council is
delighted to help coordinate this amazing
collaboration.”

Trees outside of woodlands are worth
over £3.8 billion due to their multi-faceted
role across the UK’s ecosystems. This in-
cludes storing carbon, regulating temper-
atures, strengthening flood resilience and
reducing air pollution. Together, these help
to mitigate against climate change, reduce
impacts from floods and improve people’s
health and wellbeing.

The Trees Outside Woodland Research
and Development programme is delivered
in partnership by The Tree Council, Natu-
ral England, the Department for Environ-
ment, Food & Rural Affairs, and five Local
Authorities - Chichester District Council,
Cornwall Council, Kent County Council,
Norfolk County Council and Shropshire
Council.

Social media campaign promotes ATV safety

The National Association of Agricultural
Contractors (NAAC) is launching a social
media campaign on ATV safety to im-
press the importance of wearing a helmet.
Farmers and contractors are being invited
to share photos of themselves wearing a
helmet with the hashtag #WearltandSha-
relt.

The aim is to make all operators ask why
anyone would put themselves, or their staff,
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at risk (and break the law) by not wearing a
helmet on a sit-astride ATV.

Jill Hewitt, NAAC Chief Executive, com-
mented: “Operators should take pride in
wearing a helmet to protect their safety
and help minimise the risk of the worst
possible news being delivered to their fam-
ily if an accident occurs. None of us are
infallible and the NAAC wants the indus-
try to get behind us by sharing photos of

themselves wearing a helmet under #Wea-
rltandSharelt.

“It is a legal requirement to wear a hel-
met at work and if you leave it behind, you
are more likely to suffer a serious head in-
jury, or worse, if you come off.”

Support the #WearltandSharelt cam-
paign on social media to help raise aware-
ness and save lives. Be proud to wear a hel-
met, it could save your life.
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Forest Machines Ltd

Forest Officer Grade Il

SALARY: £33,730 - £34,437 (under review) REF: IRC291942
DEPARTMENT: Department of Agriculture, Environment
and Rural Affairs (DAERA)

LOCATION: Successful candidates will be appointed to the Forest Service
Headquarters in Enniskillen or to one of the other operational bases,
currently in Newry and Garvagh.

Further appointments may be made from this competition should NICS positions
become vacant which require the same eligibility criteria and have similar duties
and responsibilities.

For more detailed information and to apply, please go to
www.nicsrecruitment.org.uk

Completed application forms must be submitted no later than
12:00 noon (UK time) on Friday 16th jJune 2023.

Applications from women, young people (people under the age of 35), people
with a disability and people from minority ethnic communities are particularly
welcomed for this post.

All queries can be directed to HRConnect by:

Email: recruitment@hrconnect.nigov.net
Telephone: 0800 1300 330

WWW.NICSRECRUITMENT.ORG.UK

Te/" 01 344 87349 The Northern Ireland Civil Service is an
Email: info@pvfm.co.uk Web: www.pvfm.co.uk Equal Opportunities Employer. Northern Ireland
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Unimog Sales, Service & Parts

To request

a demonstration

book a service

or order your Unimog

spares parts

service items
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! www.southcavetractors.com
| = or call
01430 424233
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PART OF THE LEGEND
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Collins Farming
& Forestry

Services Ltd
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Don'’t let timber quality deteriorate -
Safely harvest while it has value!

¢ ash and poplar dismantling and purchase
¢ hedge and woodland coppicing
¢ site clearance
¢ felling licence applications
e contract chipping
e supplier of dried and {3
screened woodchip
: 07850 988808
info@collinsfarmingandforestry.co.uk
: www.collinsfarmingandforestry.co.uk

Sales, Servicing
and Repairs of all
Forestry Machinery

91 O Tel: 01483 208075

RICHARD COURT info@rcfengineering.co.uk

FORESTRY ENGINEERING www.rcfengineering.co.uk

Specialising in excavator conversions for the forestry industry
. y - N i

ARD COURT
'Y ENGINEERING

-~ Two 160 cubic metre firewood log drying kilns

One 16 cubic metre log
drying kiln complete with
60kw biomass hot air heater

Offering a comprehensive range of professional log & woodchip drying kilns for
the timber industry. Along with kilns for sawn timber, pallets & fencing producers

KILN Services has been designing and manufacturing timber-drying kilns from its base in Essex for
over 45 years. The company provides drying and heat-treatment kilns for all sectors of the industry,
including softwood and hardwood sawmills, pallet manufacturing, fence-post producers, biomass
fuel producers, modified timber and research facilities in universities and training colleges.

In recent years, the market for kilns to dry biomass fuel has increased considerably. This has been
driven by consumer awareness of product moisture and government initiatives to improve air
quality, such as the Woodsure Ready to Burn accreditation scheme.

Manufacturers of Timber Drying Kilns for over 45 years

Please visit our website for more information www.kilnservices.co.uk
t: 01621 785 935 e: kilnservices@btconnect.com
L Kiln Services Ltd, Essex, CMO 8TE

J

62 FORESTRY & TIMBER NEWS + June 2023

CONFOR.ORG.UK



NEWS & UPDATES

Scottish Forestry Trust announces
student award winners

sented two winners with the Scot-

tish Woodlands Student Excellence
Award for 2023 at their recent Bursary Stu-
dent Seminar at the University of Stirling,
supported by Scottish Forestry.

The first joint winner is Dr Heather
Dun, now working in plant health with For-
est Research who completed her PhD at
Oxford University. Her thesis on ‘Epidemi-
ology of Phytophthora ramorum on Larix
spp. And host responses to infection’ was
felt to be a highly expert technical explora-
tion of how Phytophthora infection in larch
which will have significant bearing on how
to manage the impact of the disease in UK
forestry.

Speaking from her home in Edinburgh,
Heather said: “l would like to thank the SFT
for this award and the generosity they have
shown in contributing funding for my PhD.
The recent bursary student seminar was
a great opportunity to present the results
of my work to both peers and stakehold-
ers and it was interesting to hear feedback
from a broad representation of the forestry
sector.”

The second joint winner is Dr Flora
Donald, who is currently working with the
plant health team in Scottish Forestry and
completed her degree at Cambridge Uni-
versity. Her thesis on ‘Mapping impacts of
Phytophthora austrocedri on Juniper’ was
deemed to be an extremely readable piece
of work which demonstrates the challeng-
es of native species conservation.

Flora, currently based in Aberdeen,
said: “I'm very honoured to jointly win the
SFT award with Heather Dun. We started
our PhDs at a similar time and weathered
Covid lockdowns by meeting up (when
permitted!) for socially distanced walks
in Oxford. At times, conducting my PhD
research was extremely challenging but

—|— he Scottish Forestry Trust (SFT) pre-

it was also a huge privilege to work with
so many collaborators across the UK and
contribute findings to improve outcomes
for juniper conservation. I'm very grateful
to the Scottish Forestry Trust for making all
of that possible.

lan Robinson, Managing Director of
Scottish Woodlands Ltd, commented: “I
am delighted that the Scottish Woodlands
Student Excellence Award this year is be-
ing jointly awarded to two excellent re-
searchers who will contribute significantly
to plant health knowledge in the years to
come. Sadly, as our climate changes our
tree species face increasing threats from
pests and disease, and it is important that
we understand these better in order to
manage the potential impacts.

“Thanks should go to the Trustees who
were able to match Scottish Woodlands

contribution to enable this to be a joint
award this year.”

Dr Keith Kirby, Chair of the Scottish For-
estry Trust’s Projects and Research Com-
mittee noted “We are entering a time of
great change for forestry. If we are to make
the most of the opportunities for an expan-
sion of tree cover and of the benefits that
trees and woods bring, we need good re-
search to underpin what we do.

“That is why the Scottish Forestry Trust
is delighted to recognise the work of young
researchers through its Student Excellence
Award which is supported by Scottish
Woodlands. We are also grateful to the
Forestry Commission, Scottish Forestry
and Natural Resources Wales who have co-
funded our Bursary Scheme, which over a
12-year period has supported 26 research
studentships.”

Tilhill & Foresight broaden skills training offering

CONFOR.ORG.UK

Tilhill have announced the expansion of
the Foresight Sustainable Forestry Skills
Training Programme with 10 training pro-
gramme placements to be awarded across
both Scotland and Wales.

Working in partnership with Coleg Cam-
bria Llysfasi and Scotland’s Rural College
(SRUC) to deliver the programme in Wales
and Scotland respectively, successful appli-
cants from communities local to Foresight
Sustainable Forestry Company (FSF)’s op-
erations will receive fully-funded training

courses which will include forestry-related
activities.

Training sessions in Wales will take
place in August, September, October and
November, comprising of three weekly ses-
sions. The programme in Scotland will take
place throughout August. The syllabus for
both programmes offers tractor driving,
chainsaw skills, first aid training and much
more, with the addition of harvesting simu-
lator training, quad biking, tree planting
and tree protection in Scotland.
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CURRENTLY
RECRUITING

ASSISTANT
SITE MANAGER

We're recruiting an Assistant Site Manager
who will assist the Site Manager in running a
busy sawmill site, having daily involvement in
production operations and staff management.

James Jones

& SONS LIMITED

You will be responsible for the site’s KPI's

including Health, Safety & Welfare, Production & other
Regulatory requirements. This role will operate within the
budgetary control of Site & Senior Management.

The role requires previous management experience and
experience in a similar position would be a distinct advantage,
but not essential. The Assistant Site Manager will monitor
technological developments, products, processes, and
machinery within the timber industry and be budget aware

- efficiencies and profitability will need to be a fundamental
consideration in all aspects of the job.

For more info, please see the full job advert at:
www.jamesjones.co.uk/about-us/work-with-us

Please send a CV and covering letter explaining why you
meet the criteria for the role and your salary expectations to
Lisa Marie Brennan: lisamarie.brennan@jamesjones.co.uk

Closing date for applications is COB Friday 30th June, 2023

Alstor 840 Pro with
Syketec Jobo 50
Stroke
Harvester Head

T: 01746 718 456  M: 07966 365 157 ¢ www.homeforestry.co.uk e E: nathan@homeforestry.co.uk
Home Forestry llp, Willowdean Farm, Chorley, Brignorth, Shropshire, WV16 6PP.
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Creation of first new ‘Coronation Wood’

underway in East Midlands

Forestry England to undertake large-scale woodland creation in the King’s honour.

o celebrate the Coronation of His
TMajesty King Charles lll, the govern-

ment will leave a lasting public leg-
acy for people and nature with the crea-
tion of new Coronation Woods, the first of
which to be developed in East Midlands.

As Prince of Wales, His Majesty ex-
pressed a deep love and concern for Eng-
land’s wildlife, natural and rural places,
frequently reflecting on his love of walking
and its role in promoting a healthy mind
and body.

The plans will see Forestry England cre-
ating new woodland on land they buy and
plant between April 2023 and March 2025.
These will be the first official new wood-
lands created to recognise the Coronation
of King Charles lll. In addition, Defra will
provide up to £2.5 million of funding for
communities in England to plant trees as
a permanent reminder of the Coronation in
their local areas.

The funding will support Local Authori-
ties, Parish Councils and Housing Asso-
ciations to deliver local planting initiatives
including community orchards, small areas
of woodland and ‘tree handouts’ - where-
by trees are supplied to local residents to
plant in areas of their choosing. This will
create a wonderful variety of local wooded
spaces that communities are involved in,
allowing them to connect with nature on
their doorsteps.

Mike Seddon, Forestry England Chief
Executive, said: “Forestry England is im-
mensely proud to be responsible for plant-
ing Coronation Woods over the next two
years to mark King Charles lllI's Coronation.

“The nation’s forests have traditionally
marked coronations, including tree plant-

ing for King George VI and renaming a for-
est for Queen Elizabeth II.

“The new Coronation Woods will be
timeless reminders of the King’s Corona-
tion and reflect his passion for the environ-
ment, encouraging access to the country-
side and a thriving rural economy.”

The first Coronation Wood has been an-
nounced at Clipsham in the East Midlands.
The woodland will cover 220 hectares and
be planted with a mix of broadleaf and co-
nifer tree species providing a rich habitat
for wildlife, a beautiful space for people to
enjoy and a sustainable source of timber.

The new woodland site, which strad-

dles the border between Rutland and
Leicestershire, will link two existing wood-
lands, Clipsham Park and Pickworth Wood,
which are both already managed by For-
estry England, to create a joined-up area
of woodland which together will cover 433
hectares.

Paddy Harrop, Forest Management Di-
rector, said: “We are delighted that so soon
after the Coronation, we are announcing
the very first ‘Coronation Wood’ as a fitting
way to celebrate and mark this important
part of our national history. Now Forestry
England has bought the land, the new
woodland will become part of the nation’s
forests we care for in perpetuity, allowing
people to enjoy and explore them and sup-
port their health and wellbeing.

“Planning and planting a brand-new
woodland is always an exciting moment
for us as we think ahead to how tree sap-
lings we plant over the coming years will
look, and the many benefits they will bring
decades ahead. We are keen to involve lo-
cal communities in the plans so that they
feel excited and welcomed to this new
woodland. We’ll be consulting people on
our woodland design once that’s ready
and give updates on progress as we move
ahead with planting.”

As Prince of Wales, his Majesty has held
number of patronages of wildlife and con-
servation charities including the Wildlife
Trusts. He has also worked to encourage
the private sector to work to respond to
climate change and increase their focus
on sustainability with more than 500 CEOs
part of his Sustainable Markets Initiative in-
cluding the heads of some of the world’s
biggest financial institutions.

Devon Wildlife Trust to establish new rainforest nature reserve

Devon Wildlife Trust will begin creating
Atlantic rainforest at a new nature re-
serve called Bowden Pillars Farm thanks
to a long-term partnership with Aviva.

The 30-hectare site is located close
to the market town of Totnes. The Trust
has secured a 105-year lease which will
allow it to plant two-thirds of the land
with native species trees to create new
rainforest.

The purchase of the lease has been
made possible with support from Aviva,
along with a generous legacy from a
Devon Wildlife Trust supporter.

CONFOR.ORG.UK

Rainforests of the British Isles have
been largely destroyed over hundreds
of years and now cover less than 1% of
Britain. The restoration of this precious
habitat is part of a wider programme of
nature-based projects funded by Aviva
to remove carbon from the atmosphere
and to help nature recover.

Devon Wildlife Trust will involve com-
munities in and around Totnes in the
rainforest recovery project, who will ben-
efit from increased access to nature, vol-
unteering, educational and employment
opportunities. Rainforest restoration will

also provide cleaner air and water and
reduced risk from flooding.

The rainforest creation is part of
a wider partnership centred on Bowden
Pillars Farm. The reforested landscape
will sit perfectly alongside these other
features, creating a truly holistic com-
munity based on the principles of liv-
ing in balance with the natural environ-
ment. Other partners include the Apricot
Centre, Regenerative Settlement (Re-
Set) and We Have The Power, as well as
a host of supporters in the local commu-
nity.
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National quality assurance scheme

for wild venison launches

The new standard, along with the existing Scottish scheme, will increase buyer confidence

in British wild venison.

new scheme to support the sus-
Atainable management of wild deer
in the countryside has launched.

The UK’s deer population is believed to
be at its highest level for 1,000 years, with
some two million deer in our countryside
and semi-urban areas. A growing deer
population with no natural predator puts
more browsing pressure on woodland
ground flora through their consumption
of tree shoots, shrubs and woody vegeta-
tion that sequester carbon.

Increased wild deer management is es-
sential to protect existing woodland and
newly planted saplings, meet England’s
tree planting targets, protect agricultural
crops and biodiversity and increase car-
bon stocks in woodlands.

Forestry Minister Trudy Harrison said:
“We must develop ways to manage deer
more sustainably if we are to meet our
tree-planting targets and protect our pre-
cious woodlands and biodiversity. This an-
nouncement is an important step towards
achieving that aim and creating a thriving
market for British wild venison.”

The British Quality Wild Venison
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(BQWYV) assurance scheme, which will be
open to applicants in England, Wales and
Northern Ireland, will ensure a set of audit-
ed standards are met throughout the sup-
ply chain: from forests, to the processing
chain, to supermarket shelves. Successful
applicants - including venison producers
and processers - will support the develop-
ment of a wider, more robust marketplace
for British wild venison, which is a sustain-
able and healthy food source.

Applicants must demonstrate they
comply with the new scheme, ensuring
carcasses are handled correctly, premises
are registered as food businesses with the

“WE MUST DEVELOP
WAYS TO MANAGE DEER
MORE SUSTAINABLY IF WE
ARE TO MEET OUR TREE-
PLANTING TARGETS AND
PROTEGIRQUERIBREC QS
WOODLANDS AND
BIODIVERSITY”

local authority, and that standards expect-
ed for producing food are met in line with
relevant regulations and best practice, en-
suring that full traceability occurs.

It is hoped the first quality-assured
meat badged under this scheme will go
on sale next year.

“The British Quality Wild Venison
standard has the capability to grow confi-
dence in the wild venison market through
opening doors and allowing wild venison
to reach its full potential,” commented
Martin Edwards, Head of Deer & Wood-
land Management British Association for
Shooting and Conservation. “A wild veni-
son market working at full capacity across
the supply chain will assist with the man-
agement of wild deer in England & Wales
and maximise the use of a healthy source
of protein.”

Venison is an affordable meat option
high in essential amino acids and in addi-
tion, a rich source of thiamine, riboflavin,
niacin, iron, and zinc, low in cholesterol
and saturated fats compared to other red
meats and is a high-quality source of pro-
tein.

CONFOR.ORG.UK



The scheme is a cross-sector initia-
tive developed by the Forestry Commis-
sion, Grown in Britain, Forestry England,
Natural Resources Wales, National Game
Dealers Association, British Association
for Shooting and Conservation, British
Deer Society, and the National Game-
keepers Organisation.

Richard Stanford, Chief Executive
of the Forestry Commission, said: “A
healthy native wild deer population that
is in balance with its ecosystem will allow
woodland to flourish, and support biodi-
versity. However, where there are high-
density populations of wild deer these
can negatively impact the establishment,
growth and biodiversity of woodland.

“Deer therefore must be managed as
part of sustainable forestry in England
which will also support the development
of the wild venison market as a healthy
meat.

“Boosting confidence in the British
venison market encourages deer man-
agement and is a sustainable alternative
to fencing and plastic tree guards in the
landscape. As such, | strongly encourage
producers to apply for this new scheme.”

A similar standard already exists in
Scotland, managed by Scottish Quality
Wild Venison (SQWYV) Ltd, an independ-
ent company which exists to maintain,
develop and promote Quality Assurance
Standards throughout the whole venison
industry in Scotland.

Participation in the scheme is volun-
tary and membership is open to all wild
venison producers in Scotland who dem-
onstrate by independent assessment
that they operate to SQWYV standards.

CONFOR.ORG.UK

Oak permitted to move
within OPM restrictions

New legislation has been introduced to allow the movement
of large oak trees and trade within the operational zones and
boundaries in place to help manage Oak Processionary Moth

he Forestry Commission has
_|_in place operational zones and

boundaries aimed at managing
Oak Processionary Moth (OPM). From 24
May, a new demarcated area was estab-
lished around the Buffer Zone and Estab-
lished Area, enabling large oak trees to be
moved within this boundary.

These new allowances apply to trees
with girth at 1.2m above the root collar of
8cm or more only, provided that the trees
are moved by professional operators and
that biosecurity requirements are met
along with movement restrictions.

OPM is a tree pest first identified in
London in 2006 which has spread to
some surrounding counties in the South-
East of England. Its caterpillars feed on
the leaves of several species of oak trees,
causing them to lose their leaves, nega-
tively impacting their growth, and making
them more vulnerable to other stresses,
such as drought.

Professor Nicola Spence, UK Chief
Plant Health Officer, said: “Healthy oak
trees are a vital component of a biodi-
verse and thriving environmental land-
scape. They are Great Britain’s most
important tree for species biodiversity,
supporting over 2,000 species of bird,
mammal, fungi, invertebrate, bryophyte
and lichen.

“This is why it is essential that to pro-
tect the health of our oak trees, we have
regulations in place for the movement
of large oak trees within the zones and
boundaries designed to manage Oak Pro-
cessionary Moth.”

Andrew Hoppit, Oak Processionary
Moth Project Manager, added: “Oak Pro-
cessionary Moth is a tree pest which can
have a negative impact on tree health,
and which can cause itchy rashes, eye,
and throat irritations, when in physical
contact with humans and pets.

“While we understand the importance
of professional operators being able to
move large oak trees, it is vital that we
have in place stringent biosecurity re-
quirements to ensure a risk-based ap-
proach for moving these trees.”

In March of this year, the Established
Area in which OPM is established and
the Buffer Zone in which an annual pro-

gramme of OPM management takes
place, was expanded in response to gov-
ernment surveillance.

Large oak trees will be able to be
moved within the established area, or
into the established area from the buffer
zone, providing the following biosecurity
requirements are met:

1. Biosecurity competence: Profes-
sional operators must demonstrate that
they meet the Plant Health Management
Standard evidenced through membership
of the Plant Healthy Certification Scheme
or provision of a Ready to Plant approval
from Fera Science Ltd for each consign-
ment to be moved. They must also dem-
onstrate evidence of ongoing on-site
monitoring for OPM and inspection of
OPM prior to movement.

2. Official inspections: Professional op-
erators must keep accurate records of the
of the contact details of those receiving
large oak trees, including the delivery ad-
dress and contact details. They must store
this information for a minimum of three
years to ensure traceability of move-
ments. This information can be recorded
using the Post planting Inspections form.

Large oak trees will be able to be

moved within the buffer zone if they meet
two additional biosecurity requirements:
1. Phytosanitary treatments: Professional
operators must have a robust control re-
gime in place with appropriate phytosani-
tary treatments. These treatments must
be applied in line with Defra Guidance on
application of phytosanitary treatments
for the control of OPM and records of all
treatment applications must be kept for a
minimum of 3 years.
2. Post-planting inspections: Professional
operators must disclose the potential for
post-planting inspection as part of the
new legislation to buyers at the time of
purchase. A proportion of high-risk large
oak movements within the buffer zone
will be subject to post-planting inspec-
tions by the plant health inspectors.

Professional operators who are grow-
ing or moving large oak trees, and who
are impacted by the new movement re-
strictions, should consult with their local
Plant Health inspector or the Plant Health
and Seeds Inspectorate for further advice.
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Standing the test of time

n February, my wife and | attended the
‘blessing’ of an ancient yew tree in Far-
ringdon, Hampshire. The bishop of Bas-
ingstoke did the honours, not as an act of
veneration of the tree itself but thanksgiv-
ing for all who had worked so hard to raise
funds to support - literally and figuratively
- this remarkable tree.

Other work has been done and a display
installed in and outside the church to tell
visitors exactly what they are looking at - a
tree 2,000+ years old. It is part of Hamp-
shire’s heritage and the benefice recognise
their responsibility, which is all the more
important since another of their yews in
the churchyard of Gilbert White’s Selborne,
just three miles away, blew down and was
lost in the great storm of 1987.

These ‘keepers of time’, to use the For-
estry Commission’s apt expression, are rec-
ognised for their cultural value and part of
what today is called ‘natural capital’. And
all owners of woodland, large or small, will
own some natural capital. But what is the
priority accorded such fine monuments of
nature?

We readily seek to plant more trees and
expand our tree cover for reasons of car-
bon sequestration, growing timber that is
so much needed, environmental and wild-
life benefits and much more, but we mustn’t
neglect caring for what we already have. It
bears repeating from previous Woodland
Owner articles that we are blessed with
having more ancient forest trees than the
rest of Europe.

Consider Windsor Great Park, Blenhe-
im, Moccas, and countless wood pastures
where oaks of upwards of 500 years still
survive. But their health is not too encour-

aging with oak processionary moth infesta-
tion expanding out of SW London, acute
oak decline (AOD) appearing in many
places, while the National Nature Reserve
of Moccas Park appears to be losing trees
which have lasted half a millennium.

Much research is being done to tackle
the problems of our geriatric trees - of

course trees aren’t immortal - but are we
seeing too many suffer too quickly in these
changing times of climate, pollution, pest
and disease burden, soil compaction etc?

Do you own or care for a venerable tree?
Cherish it, and perhaps in this coronation
year for King Charles Il name it to show it’s
valued and appreciated.

BLADEMASTER

“for Lumbermate, Wood-

izer, TimberKing and most
makes of mobile sawmill

e Technical Advice

¢ Blade Sharpening

* Sawmill Training

E: sales@stephencullblademaster.com

www.stephencullblademaster.com
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PRUNING MADE|1.}1)¢

g‘ = -.;- . = Silky Fox Saws
SIlkY Pl Loieg q( Hatauchi 430 Foxley Estate Office,

Mansel Lacy,
Hereford HR4 7THQ

Plantoil

cares for the
environment
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F kg Tel: 01981 590224 plun'oll Illp

o . Fax: 01981 590355
The world’s finest pruning saws PRI Se20s
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FORESTRY CONTRACTORS FREEPHONE 0800 013 7363 www.plantoil.co.uk

SHROPSHIRE FORESTRY WANTED
QUALITY OAK REQUIRED

WANTED

STANDING TIMBER ALL SPECIES INCLUDING SOFT WOOD :
ALL SPECIES AND GRADES OF TIMBER AVAILABLE FOR DELIVERY Standlng o fe“ed
ALSO OAK, ELM (PLAIN AND BURRS), BIG Good price paid for large clean
ASH AND FIGURED SYCAMORE planking logs

TOP PRICES AND PROMPT PAYMENT

Also interested in other grades

CONTACT: JOHN HALL, FAIRACRES, COUNDMOOR,
CRESSAGE, SHREWSBURY SY5 6AY

Telephone: 01694 731621

F&TN CLASSIFIEDS

Whippletree

Fax: 01694 731624 Mobile: 07802 366653 T: 01763 208966 E: info@wippletree.co.uk

NET PRODUCTS CERTIFICATION

NET BAGS &
BULK BAGS
for logs & kindling.
Plain or with printed band,
1- 3 day delivery anywhere
iy the UK. For the bedt
fuality, service and prices!
Contact lan or Roberl.

Medallion Net Co Led,

Franciscan Holse . i
,,:__m:_, Lamn Elrotiall The cost effective route to make certification work for you

Suffalk (P20 9HN Support, training, technical industry updates, trademark use
e e W2 Phil Webb: 07970 388940
Fax 01358 245264 ESC ukfcg12@gmail.com
www.medallionnet.co.uk ol B www.forestcertification.org.uk

Email bsmithduk@aol.com — —

FORESTRY & TIMBER

® Enterprise  ® Products

Director Mike Mann provides a one-to-one service:

based on 40 years experience across the industry.

st a‘f’gfcygllasses.caijk
54377467

J s .

Free initial telephone consultancy

Required now by client: 10,000ft> good quality homegrown Oak sawlog

Contact: Mike Mann  T: 01579 350 096 / 07436 282 700 E: mike.mann@crocadon.co.uk
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The first 2023 Foresters Golf Day took place at
Wareham Golf Club in Dorset on 20 April and was
well attended by representatives of different sectors
of the forestry industry. Scoring was good in the
sunny but windy conditions with the individual
winners Anton Baskerville of WIM and Ray Hawes,
formerly of the National Trust, tied on 36 points
(pictured above).

The Foresters’ Golf Society is open to anyone
with a forestry interest - owners, managers,
agents, contractors, timber merchants, surveyors,
accountants, solicitors. Interested parties are invited
to contact johnclegg@tustins.co.uk for details.

Want to see your picture here?

Forestry in Pictures is a regular feature in FTN. For every issue, we select the
most impacting photograph sent by a reader. If you have a photo you would
like to see published here, please send your file to ftn@confor.org.uk. Please
include your name, a short comment text to go with the picture, and an image
credit.

Photos should relate to forestry and timber and be of high-quality (minimum
resolution 300dpi). Exceptional pictures might be considered for the front
cover of a future FTN issue.

By submitting a picture to Forestry in Pictures you give Confor permission to
use the file for non-commercial purposes in Forestry and Timber News or the
Confor website. Photos will always be credited.

COMING UP IN
AUGUST 2023
- GET INVOLVED
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In August we will be previewing the Confor Woodland Show. Remember that FTN
is your magazine - get in touch if you want to suggest editorial or give us feedback
on articles we have published in the past. Confor members, send us your company’s
news updates or pitches for feature articles. Note that our general editorial deadline
for the August 2023 FTN is 10 July 2023. If you would like to pitch an article idea,
please do so by the end of June 2023.
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FERTILISERS

NUE-TREE FERT

Offering a complete nutritional package for
forestry, woodlands and Christmas trees:

® GAFSA Unground Rock Phosphate

® Protected Nitrogen to optimise efficiency

® Controlled Release Fertilisers for planting hole
- Available up to 2 seasons

- Available in 1.2 & 25kg bags

® New, in-house heat-sealed 25kg bagging line
® Broad spectrum soil and foliar analyses
® Fertiliser advice and recommendations

o NUTRI-COEOL independently verified
product carbon footprint

Commercial enquiries:
Julia Andrews -

Technical enquiries:
Peter Scott - forestry@originfertilisers.co.uk

Now available from Green-tech

Contact: 01423 332100 green-tec
sales@green-tech.co.uk LR

www.green-tech.co.uk
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