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Introduction

Effective from 1st August 2019.

Transition period ended 31st

December 2020.

We should have been complying 

from 1st January 2021.

We are a year in. How do you 

demonstrate compliance?



Background

• FSC would prefer we did not 

use pesticides but realise that 

this is not always feasible.

• Pesticides should be used only 

as a last resort

• Pesticides have been ranked 

by FSC according to their 

toxicity measured against 

internationally recognised 

criteria.



Highly Hazardous Pesticides



Highly Hazardous!

• Prohibited

• None in UK

• Highly Restricted

• e.g. Cypermethrin

•Restricted
•e.g. Acetamiprid and Glyphosate

• Unclassified

• e.g. Propyzamide



FSC Policy

Two main parts

1. Integrated Pest Management (IPM)

2. Environmental and Social Risk Assessment (ESRA)



UKWAS 5 Requirements

3.4.2 a) Where chemical control methods are considered necessary, an 

environmental and social risk assessment is prepared at WMU level.

b) This risk assessment process selects the pest control option that, relative to other 

options, broadly demonstrates:

• The least social and environmental damage

• Greater effectiveness, and

• Equal or greater social and environmental benefit.

3.4.1a) Integrated pest management (IPM) is used, giving priority:

• Firstly, to management practices which avoid pest problems

• Secondly, to non-chemical pest control methods including biological control agents 

• Lastly, to chemical pesticides.



IPM (Integrated Pest Management)



How does HIRP fit in?

1. Develop an improved predictive Hylobius abietis population 
model, appropriate for use in all forest situations.

2. Create a regularly updated guide on Hylobius abietis integrated 
pest management for use by all stakeholders across the sector.

3. Develop alternatives to chemicals that work in areas of high 
Hylobius abietis population, including physical barrier products.

4. Develop a viable biocontrol option – using insect pathogenic 
organisms such as fungi and nematodes that prey on and kill 
Hylobius abietis.

5. Use tree genetics to identify resistance characteristics in SS with a 
view to breeding more resistant planting stock.

6. Identify a range of alternative, weather resistant, non-
neonicotinoid pesticides, that have low environmental impact, 
and that might be used as a last resort if other methods of non-
chemical protection fail



Environmental and Social Risk Assessment

The ESRA

These are available from the FSC 

UK website if you are interested. 

Runs to 20 pages.

The important bit is the list of 

controls 



ESRA – List of Controls



ESRA – List of Controls

Ace.1 Operations conform to FISA Safety Guide 202 

Application of pesticides by hand-held equipment.

Ace.2 Operators hold NPTC PA1 and PA6 certificates of 

competence or LANTRA equivalents.

Ace.3 There is an appropriate COSHH assessment.

Ace.4 Operators comply with the requirements and relevant 

recommendations of the product label and the extension of 

authorisation for a minor use of a plant protection product



ESRA – List of Controls



How does HIRP fit in?

Ace.6 There is awareness of research into chemical and non-chemical alternatives to 
acetamiprid carried out by Forest Research, the Hylobius Industry Research Programme 
or other agencies.

Ace.7 Individual certificate holders or group schemes with a total certified area of more 
than 5,000 hectares provide   financial or in kind contributions to research into chemical 
and non-chemical alternatives to acetamiprid carried out by Forest Research, the 
Hylobius Industry Research Programme or other agencies.

Guidance note: In kind contributions may include providing sites for field trials.

While large enterprises and other owners/managers may consider carrying out their own 
investigations into chemical and non-chemical alternatives to acetamiprid, to maximise 
the benefits of such investigations they should be coordinated with the work of agencies 
and other owners/managers wherever possible.

financial or in kind contributions



Concluding Remarks?

Membership of, and contribution to the work of HIRP is fully 

aligned with FSC pesticide requirements and is a means of 

demonstrating compliance.



Thank you

Stuart Wilkie

Environment and 

Certification Manager

E:  stuart.wilkie@scottishwoodlands.co.uk

W:  www.scottishwoodlands.co.uk


