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MAKE ANY GENERAL COMMENTS / NOTES HERE

UKWAS is there to support UK woodlands in achieving FSC certification. FSC has core values of biolegical diversity, benefits to local people and
woodland economic viability. Each of these must be held in balance. The role of commercial woodland, in carbon capture and producing a carbon storage
product cannot be under emphasized. The changes made in this revision of UKWAS broadly suppert commercial timber production however there are
elements of concern. These are commented by the appropriate requirement. The UK has a streng legal system which covers many elements within
UKWAS, therefore the standard should be wary of adding additional requirements on top\ofiour robust legislation. We are in a time of change, public
perception of timber production is high and as such more woodlands should be seeking UKWAS certification, however if the standard is too onerous then
the small woodland owner is unlikely to take it up, as is shown in the South of England:
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2.2 Documentation X
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2.5 Assessment of environmental impacts in existing woodland X
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3.6 Waste X

3.7 Pollution X
4. Natural, historical and cultural environment
4.1 Statutory desighated-sites-and-protected-species-nature conservation sites X
4.2 Conservation of ancient semi-natural woodlands (ASNW) X
4.3 Management of plantations on ancient woodland sites (PAWS) X
4.4 Protection of conservation values in other woodlands and semi-natural habitats X
4.5 Watershed management and erosion control X
4.6 Maintenance of biodiversity and ecological functions X
4.7 Maintenance of local native seed sources X

4.8 Cultural-and-historical-features/sites-Protection of cultural and\hiStoric

environment sites X
4.9 Game, shooting and fisheries management X
5. People, communities and workers

Public access rights, permigsive uses, traditional rights, and the health and

wellbeing of local peopfe and communities X

5.2 Minimising adversenimpacts X
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5.3 Rural Local economy X

5.4 Health and safety X
5.5 Training and continuing development X
5.6 Workers’ rights X
5.7 Insurance X
Glossary
Glossary of terms X
References
Main legislation, regulations, guidelines and codes of practice referred to in the UKWAS X
Other main reference documents X
Further information sources X

MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES ON STRUCTURE OF THE STANDARD HERE

Mostly agree with the amendments to the sub heading titles. Section 4.9 (Game, shooting and fisheries management ) — could it be altered so that it is
the same order as the requirements. Currently the requirements order is shooting, game, fishing, shooting!
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UKWAS 5 formats & amendments [N.B. Formats as anticipated but subject to final confirmation]

Website: the online version provides the user with easy navigation and includes search functionality and glessaryjterm highlighting.
Document: the PDF formatted version is designed for use as a portable paper document that can be downloaded and printed by the user.

MS Word: users requiring a plain text document in MS Word format for their use in preparing bespoke“certification documentation can request
a copy from the UKWAS Support Unit.

Amendments: any further corrections or revisions necessarily made to the certification standard.prior to its next full revision will be
incorporated into the electronic versions available on the UKWAS website. A list of all the changes made since publication of this edition will be
maintained on the UKWAS website and users are recommended to check this on a regularbasis.

ukwas.org.uk
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Introduction

1. Background and purpose

Primarily, the certification standard is designed to reflect the requirements set out in the governmental UK Forestry Standard and thereby the General
Guidelines adopted by European Forestry Ministers at Helsinki in 1993, the Pan-European Operational Level Guidelines (PEOLG) subsequently adopted at
Lisbon in 1998 and other relevant international agreements.

In response to the demand from the UK forestry and forest products sector, the certification standard'is also designed to reflect the requirements of the two
leading global forest certification schemes — the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) and Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC).
Products certified through these schemes are in much demand in the UK and global timberymarKet as they provide a widely recognised way to inform
customers that timber products come from responsibly managed sources.

The UK arms of FSC and PEFC take responsibility for submitting the UKWAS standard 1o their international parent bodies for assessment and provided the
UKWAS standard is judged to be conformant with each scheme’s requirements it Willbprovide a certification standard for certification through each of these
schemes. A list of certification schemes that currently use the UK Woodland(Assurance Standard as the basis for certification in the UK can be found on
ukwas.org.uk.

The standard is subject to periodic review and, if considered necessagfyrevision. The review and revision, including stakeholder consultation, is undertaken
by an independent working group appointed by the UKWAS steering,greup to reflect a balance of economic, environmental and social interests.

In the most recent revision, the requirements have been adapted“to/reflect the global challenges of climate change, biodiversity loss and the need to embed
forest resilience, enhance the natural capital value of woodldnds and safeguard the provision of valuable ecosystem services. For example, there is greater
focus on practices that enhance carbon storage in trees andjsoils and reduce greenhouse gas emissions from woodland operations.

MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES ON INTRODUCTION SECTION 1 HERE

It is important that UKWAS moves with the times. Commercial woodland is needed in the UK, the standard should not take actions that reduce the ability
of a woodland to be productive. And while there is a demand for additional services such as nature capital the demand for home grown timber has
increased and should not be side lined. Carbon storage in trees is important but the carbon can also be stored as timber used in [for example]
construction, which requires the harvesting of the trees.

There is a great need to bring small woodlands into management and ideally bring them into the scheme. However small woodlands have limited space
to work with and often limited financial and physical resources to carry out operations. Further requirements or regulations that increase the pressure on
small woodlands is likely to see a reduction in participation in the scheme. And these sites can be as valuable as large forests given their number.
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2. Procedures for use of the certification standard

The woodland management unit

The unit of certification is a woodland management unit (WMU). A WMU is a clearly defined woodlands@rea, or areas, with mapped boundaries, managed to a
set of explicit long-term objectives. The WMU is covered by the management planning documentation\set out in section 2.2 of the certification standard.
Elements of management planning documentation may apply to a specific WMU, or may be set'at'a‘higher level (such as group schemes, or state forest
services) and apply to multiple WMUs.

For example, a WMU might be a single ownership incorporating several areas of woodland,that are managed within a woodland management plan; several
separate ownerships managed within a woodland management plan; a community-managed forest; a management subdivision of a national forest service
such as a forest district covered by a woodland management plan.

In large and/or widely geographically dispersed WMUs, the spirit of the certifieation standard and any best practice should be conformed to throughout the
WMU.

Note: The terms ‘woodland management unit’ and ‘forest management unithare synonymous.

Flexibility in meeting requirements

Not all requirements will be applicable to every WMU, for example requirements relating to plantations on ancient woodland sites can only apply if such sites
are present.

While all applicable requirements must be met, there may be flexibility in exactly how requirements are fulfilled. Any different approach taken must be an
equally or more effective way of achieving the gbjectives intended by the requirement. The impacts of the approach taken shall be carefully monitored and
recorded.

The certification body carrying out the audit shall make a professional judgement as to the acceptability of the flexibility (see Interpretation of the certification
standard).

See also ‘Using the certification standard’ regarding flexibility in verifiers (see definition of example verifiers in that section).
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Research

The owner/manager should consider contributing to and/or supporting relevant research activities which benefit e [ong-term management of woodlands.
The establishment of research trials or plots may be undertaken only in the context of a research policy and should conform to the spirit of the certification
standard.

Third-party rights - leases, burdens in title, ownership rights and legal restrictions on management

In certain situations, pre-existing leases, burdens in title and third-party ownership rights may restrict management actions in such a way that the
owner/manager may not be able to fully meet all the requirements of the certification standard™~For example:

e Forestry-only or long-term sporting leases where sporting or access rights may-be restricted
e Timber leases under which the festocking obligation reverts to the landowner

o Wayleaves, and servitude rights

e Mineral extraction rights held by third parties

o [Traditional rights (e.g. peat cutting).

In these circumstances gonformance to the certification standard may*stilFbe achieved provided the owner/manager is able to demonstrate that:

e The holder of the third-party rights has been made aware ofithose requirements of the standard which are relevant to the rights they hold and how
they can assist with conformance. It is not however necessary for the third party to agree to conform to the requirements of the standard

e Allreasonable measures have been taken to mitigate\snegative impacts caused by the holders of third-party rights

e The third-party rights have not been created inténtienally to avoid conformance.

Certification schemes may have their own requirements which apply when the owner/manager does not have full management control of a woodland
management unit.

Timing for full implementation of the"requirements relating to woodland structure and layout

A special feature of woodland management is its long-term nature. Decisions made in the past have a strong influence on the woodlands of today.
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Therefore, when assessing conformance with the certification standard, certification bodies will not evaluate woodlands solely on the present structure and
layout but will consider the plans for management in the short, medium and long term.

Where present structure and layout fail to meet the requirements, woodland owners/managers will need to demonstrate thirough management planning
documentation and ongoing activities in the woodland that they are taking active measures to achieve conformancewith the requirements. They will also
need to demonstrate that there is a time frame for achieving full conformance based on sound management pringiplesiFurther guidance on how non-
conformities are dealt with can be obtained from certification bodies or group scheme managers.

Application of the certification standard to different scales of woodland management unit and intensities of operation

Woodland management units vary in terms of the scale and intensity of management and the risk of negative impacts. While the principles remain the same
regardless of woodland size and intensity of management, the level and complexity of management needed to meet the requirements of the certification
standard, and the nature of the evidence to demonstrate conformance, may vary depending, on.the size and type of the woodland management unit.
Certification schemes have different sampling intensities depending on the scale and intensity of management and operations. In drafting this standard, every
effort has been made to ensure that requirements are sufficiently flexible to apply to all.sgales and intensities of management.

In the UK context, scale has not been found to be closely correlated with intensity™or ¥isk of woodland management; for example, many large operations may
be in woodlands with relatively low environmental or social values, while thefpotential impacts of operations in those small woodlands which have higher
environmental and social values may be commensurately high. As such, it has-not proved possible to define a threshold or specify different requirements for
lower potential impact operations, although this will be subject to reviewsin future revisions of the standard. However, it is considered appropriate to specify
different requirements for higher potential impact operations, and some,of the requirements of this standard apply only where the entity holding or applying for
certification, and therefore responsible for demonstrating conforprance, is a large enterprise, as defined in the glossary.

Use of the certification standard by certification bodies

Individual certification schemes may have specific requirements regarding the official version of this standard to be used by auditors. Certification bodies
should check with the relevant scheme.
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MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES ON INTRODUCTION SECTION 2 HERE

Many woodland owners already contribute to research either directly or indirectly, (indirect such as being part of woodland member organisation which
carries out or advises on research on behalf of its members). The term ‘should consider’ is not quantifiable and the phrase is liable to be used incorrectly
or overlooked, in the case of the latter then it holds no power and should not be included.

3. Interpretation of the certification standard

The UKWAS Interpretation Panel provides the UKWAS Steering Group and users of the_certification standard with advice on its interpretation. Further
information is available on the UKWAS website including interpretation advice notes'relevant to the current edition of the standard and how to submit a
request for interpretation to the Interpretation Panel.

MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES ON INTRODUCTION SECTION 3 HERE

N/A
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Using the certification standard

In using the certification standard, owners/managers and certification bodies shall also take full account of the introdyction, glossary and appendix of
references.

The certification standard is set out as follows:

Requirements

These are the compulsory elements of the certification standard-and-are-stated-as-shall’. Woodland*management must meet all relevant requirements and
certification bodies will check that each requirement is being met.

In recent editions of UKWAS, requirements were stated as ‘shall’. This edition reverts tothéysimpler form of wording used in the first edition of UKWAS; this
does not imply any change in the status of requirements, and these remain mandatorys

When requirements are presented as separate paragraphs or in a list, their ordeg@@és not indicate any ranking or priority: all relevant requirements must be
met.

Example verifiers

These are examples of objective evidence — documents, actionswor discussions — that owners/managers may present to the certification body for their
consideration in order to demonstrate that the requirement issbeing met. Certification bodies are required to undertake audits and owners/managers should be
able to present sufficient evidence to allow the auditor to report conformance. It will not always be necessary to use any or all of the verifiers suggested, and
conformance to requirements may be demonstrated in_otherways. The selected verifiers should be appropriate to the scale and intensity of management of
the WMU and the risk of negative impacts.

The three most common example verifiers are:
e Discussion with the owner/manager

The owner/manager may explain,in conversation with the auditor their understanding of the standard, their knowledge of the WMU or the rationale for
management decisions, erithey*may describe actions they have taken to conform to the standard.

e Field observation.
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The auditor may look for tangible evidence in the WMU of conformance to the standard.

¢ Management planning documentation.

The owner/manager may demonstrate through written documents, records or maps their knowledge of the WMU, therrationale for management decisions, or
the actions they have taken to conform to the standard. Note that if specific management planning documentationds\expected to be produced it will be
described in the requirements of the standard. Documentation may include that produced by third parties, for example a felling licence.

When example verifiers are presented in separate paragraphs or a list, their order does not indicate any ¥anking’or priority.

Guidance notes

These aim to help both the woodland owner/manager and the certification body to understand how requirements should be applied in practice. More
information is provided to elaborate some requirements, the meaning of certain terms or phrases is explained, and examples of appropriate action are given.
Where guidance is stated as ‘should’ it indicates a recommendation. Where it is stated.as\\may’ it indicates an option or a list of options.

Note: The guidance note can include ‘Advice to owners/managers’ on related matters which are beyond the direct scope of a forest management certification
standard e.g. owners/managers are advised to check the specific requirements of certification schemes in relation to chain-of-custody certification matters.
Such information is clearly marked and is provided as an advisory note onlyit shall not be considered by certification bodies when assessing conformance
with the certification standard.

When guidance notes are presented in separate paragraphs or a list, hejr order does not indicate any ranking or priority.

MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES ON ‘USING THE CERTIFICATION STANDARD’ HERE
The guidance should be as clear as possible and this change does support that.

It must be clear throughout the standard if a list is given as order of priority or all inclusive list.
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Key to icons and formatting

References

l!ﬂ] Check the appendix for references providing further guidance. [N.B. The Appendix ef‘Réeferences will be updated prior to the second round of
consultation]

Glossary terms
Woodland

Highlighted terms are explained in the glossary of terms. Generally, a@lassary term is only highlighted on its first occurrence in a particular section or sub-
division of the text. The following glossary terms which are used frequently throughout the text are not generally highlighted:

¢ Management planning documentation
e Owner/manager
¢ Woodland management unit (WMU).

Abbreviations

The following abbreviations are used frequently in the text:

ASNW - Ancient semi-natural woedland
FISA - Forest Industry Safety Aecord
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LISS — Lower-impact silvicultural systems

NWFP - Non-wood forest products NPAP-—Nen-timberwoodland-products \@s@

PAWS — Plantation on ancient woodland site

UKFS — UK Forestry Standard @g

WMU - Woodland management unit &

Page 17 of 102
CONSULTATION TEMPLATE - Initial Revision Draft (March 2021) United Kingdom Woodland Assurance Standard Fifth Edition (version 5.0)



1. Legal compliance and UKWAS conformance

REQUIREMENT

EXAMPLE VERIFIERS

GUIDANCE

1.1 Compliance and conformance MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES HERE
11.1 There shall-be is compliance No evidence of non- The certification standard does not go into detail in all Agreed
with the law. There shall-be compliance from audit areas covered by UK legislation. The appendix.of
are no substantiated Evidence of correction of references provides a non-exhaustive list of relevant
outstanding claims of non- any previous non- legislation.
compliance related to compliance
woodland management. A system to be aware of Certification bodies will be checking thatithere is no
and implement evidence of non-compliance with,relevant legal
requirements of new requirements including that:
legislation. . Management and workers'understand and
comply with all legal requirements relevant to
their roles and responsibilities
e  All documentation,including procedures, work
instructions, ¢ontracts and agreements meet
legal requirements and are respected
. No issues, of Jegal non-compliance are raised by
regulatory authorities or other interested parties.
In the'event of a perceived conflict between the
requirements of the certification standard and legal
requirements, owners/managers should seek guidance
from the UKWAS Interpretation Panel.
L]
112 There shall-be is conformance No evidence of non= The appendix of references provides further Agreed

to the spirit of any relevant
codes of practice or good
practice guidelines.

conformance fromaudit
Evidence of*eorrection of
any previous non-
conformance

A system to be aware of
and conform to new codes
of practice and good
practice guidelines.

information on good practice guidelines and codes of
practice.

Conformance to the spirit means that the

owner/manager is aiming to achieve the principles set

out in relevant codes of practice or good practice

guidelines and that:

e  Management and workers understand and
conform to the spirit of codes and guidelines
relevant to their roles and responsibilities
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e  All documentation including procedures, work
instructions and contracts conform to the spirit of
relevant codes and guidelines.

In the event of a perceived conflict between the
requirements of the certification standard and relevant
codes and guidelines, owners/managers should seek
guidance from the UKWAS Interpretation Panel.

1.1.3 a) The legal identity of the . Long-term unchallenged Long-term unchallenged use might be demonstrated Agreed
owner/manager shalt-be is use by the existence of previous grant scheme
documented. . Integrated Agriculture documentation or long-term certification to this

Control System (IACS) standard.
b) The boundaries of the registration
owner's/manager’s legal e  Asigned declaration Examples of circumstances which may,affect.the
ownership or tenure shall-be detailing nature and scope of the owner's/manager’s legakrights to manage
are documented. location of tenure the WMU and to harvest products,and/or supply
documentation services from within it include:
c) Thg s/cope of tljel ot e  Solicitor's letter . The_sporting or mineral rights are held by third
owner's/manager’s legal rights | 4  Title deeds parties
tho manage the WMU and to | e Land registry records e  The owner/manageris bound by a restrictive
arvest products andfor supply | Companies House records covenant

services from withinthe WMU | 5o e The WMU_is (nahaged under a forestry-only
shail-be is documented. e Written permissions from lease.

. competent authorities . . ) . . )
d) Legéﬂ authority to Cﬁffy out | . Recgrds of payments See thersection on third-party rights in the introduction.
specific operations, where :
required by the relevant Depending'on the nature of woodland operations, the
authorities, shall-be is competent authorities providing legal authorisation
documented. may include the relevant forestry authorities, statutory

) ) nature conservation and countryside agencies,
e) Payment shal-be is made in statutory environment protection agencies, statutory
a tlTel);)Irnéllnneﬁ of all hed historic environment agencies, or local authorities.
applicable legally prescribe
charges connected with forest Legally prescribed charges connected with forest
woodland management. management may include fees for licences or
permissions, or grant repayments where grant
conditions have not been fulfilled.
114 a) Mechanisms shall-be are e  Use ofidispute resolution Unresolved disputes of substantial magnitude Agreed

employed to identify, prevent
and resolve disputes over
tenure claims and use rights
through appropriate
consultation with interested
parties.

meehanism.

involving a significant number of interests will normally
disqualify an entity from being certified.

Examples of relevant tenure claims and use rights may
include:

e  Water supplies

e Joint access routes

. Shooting rights
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b) Where possible, the
owner/manager shall seeks to
resolve disputes out of court
and in a fimely manner.

e  Crofting rights.

115

a) The owner/manager shal:

. Commits to
conformance to this
certification standard,
and

e  Have Has declared an
intention to protect and
maintain the woodland
management unit and
its ecological integrity in
the long term.

b) A statement of these
commitments shal-be is made
publicly available upon
request.

Signed declaration of
commitment
Dissemination of the
requirements of this
certification standard to
workers, licensees and
leaseholders

Public statement of policy.

Workers, licensees and leaseholders should be
informed of the aim of the certification standard and, to
the degree that is relevant, of the practical implications
for them in carrying out their activities. This might be
done through, for example, meetings or briefings and
the provision of appropriate written material.

If a substantial failure has led to withdrawal of a
woodland certification to this standard in the past, then
substantial changes in ownership, policy*commitment
and management regime should have been
implemented or a two-year trackyrecordrof
conformance established.

Advice to owners/managers

Owners/managers may_be“Subject to additional
requirements from their certification scheme relating to
any adjustment of thevarea in the woodland
management/init. @wners/managers are advised to
seek guidance from their certification body or group
scheme,manager.

Agreed

11.6

a) There shall-be is
conformance to guidance on
anti-corruption legislation.

b) Large enterprises shall
have and implement a publicly
available anti-corruption policy
which meets or exceeds the
requirements of legislation.

Discussion with the
owner/manager
Written procedures

Public statement of policy.

Guidance'on procedures to prevent bribery is available
from the Ministry of Justice.

L]

Agreed

1.1.7

There shall-be is compliance
with legislation relating to the
transportation and trade of
forest products; including
relevant timber regulations;
whore-relovant-tho-EU-Fimber
Regulation (EUTR) and

phytosanitary requirements.

Relevant procedures and
records.

The owner/manager should comply with any relevant
phytosanitary movement licences and other statutory
plant health requirements.

UK-grown planting stock, preferably from seed of UK
origin, should be sourced where it is available,
commercially viable and aligned with management
objectives. See also 4.7 on local native seed sources.

Where possible, trees should be sourced from
nurseries with accredited biosecurity practices, as

Agreed
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demonstrated by adherence to recognised assurance
standards.

Where stock is imported, best practice and protocols
regarding quarantine periods and treatments should
be followed.

Relevant timber regulations are the UK Timber
Regulation (UKTR) in Great Britain and the Europ€an
Union Timber Regulation (EUTR) in Northern Ireland.

Plant passports may be required before moving
regulated plant material. The requirements are
different in Great Britain and Northerniteland

In rare cases the provisions of the:Canyention on
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES) may apply. The import,
export and use for commeftcial'gain of certain species
requires a CITES permity,CLTES species present in the
UK include Snowdropsy(Galanthus spp.) and Monkey-
puzzle (Araucaria araucana).

1.2 Protection from illegal activities MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES HERE
121 The owner/manager shalt The owner/manager is The phrase\‘reasonable measures’ means measures Agreed

takes all reasonable aware of potential and that are,both within the law, within the terms of any

measures, including actual problems forestry tenancy and within the jurisdiction of the

engagement with the police Evidence of response to owner/manager and that the measures are

and statutory bodies, to actual current problems economically viable and environmentally and socially

prevent or stop illegal or Evidence of a proactive acceptable.

unauthorised uses of the approach to potential and

woodland that could actual problems including The scope of illegal activities which the

jeopardise fulfilment of the follow-up action owner/manager may encounter is so diverse that it is

objectives of management. Engagementwith Statutory | Not possible to prescribe actions in every case. In

bodies. specific cases a legal opinion may be required in order
to prescribe ‘reasonable measures’.

1.3 Genetically modified organisms MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES HERE
131 Genetically modified Plant supply records GMOs are created through gene transfer under

organisms (GMOs) shall are
not be used.

Riscussion with the
ewner/manager.

laboratory conditions and are not the product of tree
breeding, vegetative propagation, cloning or tissue
culture programmes.

Agreed

2. Management planning
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REQUIREMENT EXAMPLE VERIFIERS

GUIDANCE

2.1

Long-term-poliey-Policy and objectives

211

a) The owner/manager shalt .
have-has a long-term policy

Discussion with the
owner/manager and

and management objectives workers
which are environmentally ¢  Management planning
sound, socially beneficial, and documentation

economically viable, and take .
full account of the need to
embed [Orestresilience.

Toolbox talks.

b) The policy and objectives,
or summaries thereof, shall-be
are proactively communicated
to workers consistent with their
roles and responsibilities.

The long-term policy should articulate the overall
vision for woodland management. Management
objectives should set out tangible, shorter-term steps
towards achieving that vision.

The owner/manager should be aware that long-term
forest resilience will underpin environmental, seeial
and economic objectives. This should include
consideration of the Carbonbalance of theltregs’and
soil of the WMU.

Economic viability need not be based on, or solely on,
the sale of products from woodlandxincome from other
sources, such as membership subscriptions,
government funding or private‘investment, may be
sufficient to achieve the=policy and objectives of
management.

The level of detail required in the policy and objectives
should be proportionate to the scale and intensity of
management. While a formal, written policy and
detailed objectives may be appropriate for a large
organisation, it may be appropriate for the owner of a
small weodland managed at a low intensity to be able
to'communicate their vision and some simple
objectives verbally.

Workers should be aware of the policy and objectives
to the extent necessary for them to contribute to
achieving the aims of management; they should
understand how their actions might have positive or
negative effects on meeting those aims.

Means of communicating the policy and objectives to
workers should always be proportionate to the extent
of their influence on the outcomes of management,
and might range from detailed notes or staff meetings
to a simple verbal briefing. Where contractors are
used, the emphasis should be on ensuring that those
responsible for supervising them are appropriately
briefed and can instruct them accordingly.

The term forest resilience is still a reasonably open
term and its meaning has not yet been fully explored.
To include it as a requirement when it is still very much
open to different interpretation may lead to
misinterpretation.

Carbon balance is still being researched. If the balance
is seen only in the context of the woodland and does
not account for the carbon storage when the trees are
harvested it will reduce the forests ability to be
productive, as the balance will be out during the felling
and restock period.

The defined meaning of carbon balance should be
agreed before use in guidance.
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2.1.2 Woodland management Discussion with the Management planning should be proportionate to the If WMU has a UKFS compliant WMP then this would
planning shal takes fully into owner/manager scale and intensity of woodland management, and to have already been taken into account. Large WMU are
account the leng-term positive Management planning the potential economic, environmental and social often on landscape scale and already account for other
and negative economic, documentation. impacts of management activities. land uses within the area covered. Guidance that adds
environmental and social ’
impacts of proposed Management planning should take into account the furthgr pressure on small woodland owners Sfuc.h asa
operations, including potential positive and negative impacts on the carbon balance requirement to address small wetland areas is likely to
impacts outside the WMU. of the trees and soil in the WMU, including reduce take up of the scheme from small sites.

consideration of the restoration of peatiands or
wetlands within the WMU where this is appropriat€;
practicable and sustainable.

2.1.3 a) Woodland management Discussion with the Management planning should be proportionate tothe Agree with the requirement but not the new guidance.
planning shall demonstrates a owner/manager scale and intensity of woodland management: There are many outside influences on the WMU owner /
commitment to long-term Management planning ) manager which that at time of writing the WMP are not
economic viability. dpcumgntatlon . Ma_nagement_pla_nnlng should show howthe statgd apparent. The aim of every WMU owner is long term

Financial records relating to | Policy and objectives of management/can be achieved ehsbilitviD f iall
b) The owner/manager sha the woodland resource and sustained economically in theleng term, for ECeIeImIE Yol ity UF to cost for resources potentially
aims to secure the necessary Budget forecasting, example from future timber production or other 20 years in advance is too much.
investment to implement the expenditure and potential sources of income. Detailed projections are not
management plan in order to sources of funding. required but there should be evidence that the longer-
meet this standard and to term resourcing of essential ferest woodland
ensure long-term economic operations has been considered. For example,
viability. management/planning documentation may show how
silvicultural systems, species choice and tree densities
and othenwoodland management are designed to
achieve’long:term economic viability.
Mahagdement planning should indicate that sufficient
resolrces are available for the implementation and
maintenance of the woodland management plan so
that it continues to be suitable and effective in
ensuring that both the management objectives and the
woodland are continually improved.
2.2 Documentation MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES HERE
221 All areas in the WMU shall-be Management planning The subsequent sections of this standard provide Agreed

are covered by management
planning documentation which
shall-be-is retained for at least
ten years and shall
incorporates:

a) A long-term policy for the
woodland.

documentation
Appropriate maps and
records.

additional guidance and information on how to meet
this requirement.

There should be a link between features and
sensitivities identified in (b), (c), (d), (e) and (f) and the
setting of management objectives. Equally, monitoring
should be linked to potential positive and negative
impacts of management on these features and
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b) Assessment of relevant
components of the woodland
resource, including potential
products and services which
are consistent with the
management objectives.

c) Assessment of
environmental values,
including those outside the
WMU potentially affected by
management, sufficient to
determine appropriate
conservation measures and to
provide a baseline for
detecting possible negative
impacts.

d) Identification of special
characteristics and
sensitivities of the woodland
and appropriate treatments.

e) Specific measures to
maintain and where possible
enhance those areas identified
under sections 4.1-4.5 and
4.8, considering areas where
either the extent of these
areas or their sensitivity to
operations may be unknown.

f) Identification of community
and social needs and
sensitivities.

g) Prioritised objectives, with
verifiable targets to measure
progress.

h) Rationale for management
prescriptions.

i) Outline planned felling and
regeneration over the next 20
years.

sensitivities and to the delivery of management
objectives.

The documentation and level of detail associated with
the planning process should be appropriate to scale,
intensity and risk.

The documentation might include:

For low-intensity managed woodlands: a brief
statement of intent and an annotated map

For other woodlands: a plan covering a 20-year
period and incorporating an assessments@atthe
landscape level

For a WMU consisting of multiple*areas:jan
overarching plan.

The management planning doeumentation should
cover all elements of the requitement but may refer to
other documents as appropriatejthese may include:

A fire plan

A deer management plan

An integrated,pest,nanagement strategy

A researchr policy

Project plans

Necessary=permissions from applicable
regulatory and licensing authorities

Historic environment site management plan.

LU
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j) Where applicable, annual
allowable harvest of hon-wood
forest products (NWFPs)-nen-
timber-woodland-products

(NTWPS).

k) Rationale for the operational
techniques to be used.

1) Plans for implementation,
first five years in detail.

m) Appropriate maps.

n) Plans to monitor at least
those elements identified
under section 2.15.1 against
the objectives.

2.2.2 While respecting the e  Evidence of fulfilling This requirement deliberately‘gives the GDPR have been tightened since the last revision of
confidentiality of information, requests for management owner/manager discretion-asjto how they make UKWAS and as such the burden of data protection
the owner/manager shal, i planning_ documentation or management plannlng doeumentation available to rests heavily on data holder. This should be
BB sver | i eoniactpoint | documentaian T fbiland where produting a summary | 2cknowledged here and the offer o release a WP

. Management planning . Summary management may be an unpecessary administrative burden. This should be removed. The WMP should be, available for
documentation, or planning documentation. may often.be the'tase for ownersimanagers of smaller | those that need to see e.g. statutory bodies etc.

e Asummary of the woodlands ‘er,woodlands managed at a low intensity.
management planning However, owners/managers of woodlands with
documentation. lengthy, complex management planning

documentation should note that a summary may be
mare useful for non-specialist stakeholders.

Owners/managers may demonstrate that they are
receptive for requests to make documentation
available by providing details of a public contact point,
for example in the form of a dedicated e-mail address.

Examples of confidential information include data and

content:

e Related to investment decisions

About intellectual property rights

Which is client-confidential

Which is, by law, confidential

Whose dissemination could put at risk the

protection of wildlife species and habitats

e About sites which are of special cultural and
historical importance to local people, where they
have requested confidentiality.
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2.2.3

acecount:
a) Management planning
documentation is kept current
taking into account changes
required as a result of:

. Monitoring programme

results

. Results of certification
audits

. Results of stakeholder
engagement

. New research and
technical information,
and

e Changed
environmental, social,
or economic
circumstances.

b) All management planning
documentation is reviewed at
least every ten years.

Management planning
documentation.

Examples of changed circumstances include:
e  Major windthrow

e  Pest or disease outbreaks

. Changes in markets.

Monitoring programme requirements and post-review
revision of management planning documentation are
setoutin 2.15.1 and 2.15.2.

Disagree with new wording. The old wording was suitable. The
meaning of ‘current’ is undefined and open to different
interpretation by auditors. The WMU manager would naturally
differ their approach to sites in light of major changes in
circumstance. Ten years is the normal time for a review of a
WMP.

2.3

Consultation and co-operation

MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES HERE

231

a) Local people, relevant

organisations and interested

parties shall-be are identified
and made aware that:

e New or revised
management planning
documentation, as
specified under section
2.2.1, is being produced

e High impact operations
are planned

e The woodland is being

evaluated for certification.

b) The owner/manager shat
ensures that there is full co-
operation with the relevant
forestry authority’s
consultation processes.

Consultation with the
relevant forestry authority

Evidence that users of the’

WMU are informed about

high impact operations (e.g.

signs, letters or other
appropriate means)

A list of interested parties
Established, means of
proactivecommunication
A publieseontact point.

The owner should be able to justify the frequency and
level of consultation and the gertification body will look
for corroborating evidence. Examples of methods for
identifying and making local people and relevant
organisations aware include:

e  Statutory consultations by the relevant forestry
authority or voluntary consultation with statutory
bodies

e Letters to individuals or groups

e  Temporary or permanent signs in or near the
affected woodland

. Information in local newspapers or other

publications

e  Meetings and dialogue

. Internet

. Consultation with the relevant archaeology
service.

It is acknowledged that consultation is a required part of
a WMP however as per section f, a consultee has 30
days to reply. If no reply is received then consultation
should be deemed to be complete.

Discussions with members have highlighted that
woodland schemes can be held up due to a statuary
consultee not replying, which can have long term and
financial implications for the owner.
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¢) The owner/manager shal
consults appropriately with
local people, relevant
organisations and other
interested parties, and
provides opportunities for their
engagement in planning and
monitoring processes.

d) Methods of consultation and
engagement shall-be are
designed to ensure that local
people, relevant organisations
and other interested parties
have reasonable opportunities
to participate equitably and
without discrimination.

e) The owner/manager shal
responds to issues raised or
requests for ongoing dialogue
and engagement and shalt
demonstrates how the results
of the consultation including
community and social impacts
have been taken into account
in management planning and
operations.

f) At least 30 days shall-be are
allowed for people to respond

to notices, letters or meetings

before certification.

Consultation and engagement with local people should

be sufficient to identify:

o their permissive or traditional uses of the
woodland

e  sites or features of special cultural or historical
significance.

For social and economic issues, include those who
derive their income from the ferest woodland or are
dependent on the supply of forest products suchas
forest workers, hauliers and timber processors.

For timber transport issues, owners/managerssshould
seek to identify and consult local timbet transport
groups, local authority roads or highwags*authorities,
and appropriate community groups;

For access issues, owners/managers should seek to
identify and consult local representative groups or
bodies which can representusers, including the
statutory Local Access/Ferum where relevant.

For biodiversity.issues, owners/managers should seek
to identify and consult local representative groups or
bodies which eanrepresent biodiversity interests,
including,the Local Biodiversity Partnership (or
equivalent) where relevant.

Forwater supply issues, owners/managers should
seek to identify and consult with water supply
Qrganisations and the owners of private water
supplies.

Consultation and engagement should be appropriate
to the scale and intensity of woodland management
and to the risk of potential impacts on the interests of
stakeholders. For smaller woodlands, engagement
may be informal and largely verbal. For larger
woodlands with many potentially affected local people,
it may be more appropriate to engage with
representatives of local communities rather than with
individuals.

Whether an operation is high-impact depends very
much on circumstances and must be assessed on a
case-by-case basis. A proportionate, risk-based
assessment of social impacts might be carried out in a
similar way to the assessment of environmental
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impacts required in section 2.5. The owner/manager
should be able to demonstrate that they have
considered how many interests will be affected, to
what degree and over what timescale.

See also section 4.8.1 which covers sites and features

of special cultural or historical significance and section
5.1.1 which covers permissive or traditional uses.

LU

2.3.2

The owner/manager engages
with neighbouring woodland
owners and seeks to ensure
that the management of each
complements and does not
unreasonably compromise, the
management of adjoining
woodlands.

e  Awareness of potential
problems and verbal
description of appropriate
action

° Record of discussions with
neighbouring landowner

. Felling plan.

-~

Potential and actual impacts, both negative afid
positive, may occur on either or both sigesf{of'the
ownership boundary.

Where potential or actual impacts have been
identified, the owner/manager should attempt to
identify and agree appropriate measures and seek to
co-operate with the neighbouring landowner(s).

Impacts may include:

e  Wind stability of neighbouring stands due to
restructuring

e  Changes in hydrology including drainage both
into or from the adjoining woodland

e  The landscape due to restructuring.

Landscape level discussions are important but should
not prevent individual land owners managing their own
crop. Agreed in that there are several benefits to wider
co-operation however it should not be forgotten that not
all neighbours are good neighbours. An adjoining forest
area may not be certified so may not respond in a
likewise manner causing issues for the certified WMU
owner.

With reference to small low land WMU there might be
several neighbouring land owners, of which many be
absentees so difficult to contact. The requirement could
ask for a ‘reasonable’ level of attempted contact.
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233

The owner/manager engages .
with neighbouring landowners
and considers, where
possible, opportunities for co- .
operating in wider
conservation initiatives, wild
mammal control and control of
non-native species. .

Awareness of potential
problems and verbal

action

may take the form of a
contract or licence) for
control.

e  Membership of a wildlife
management group.

Awareness of conservation
efforts on adjoining land for
priority habitats and species

description of appropriate

Record of discussions with
neighbouring landowners

e  Where there is a significant
problem caused by wildlife,
a documented plan (which

Potential and actual impacts, both negative and
positive, may occur on either or both sides of the
ownership boundary.

Where potential or actual impacts have been identified
the owner/manager should attempt to identify and
agree appropriate measures and seek to co-operate
with the neighbouring landowner(s).

Impacts may be caused by:
. Deer
° Invasive species such as:
o  Japanese knotweed
o  Himalayan balsam
o  Feral mink
° Damage to the conservation of priority habitats
and species due to:
o  Colonisation or spread of trees from the
WMU which is incompatible with the
management and condition of the
adjoining woodland, priority habitat or
designated sites
o _Chdnges'in hydrology including
drajfrage both into or from the adjoining
wogdland and priority habitat.

Where management cannot maintain populations of
wild mlamnmals at a level that ensures they are not
causing.ecological damage, then sensitive areas -
inéludling regeneration sites, coppice coupes and
areas with vulnerable flora - should be protected from
browsing and other damage.

An example of a wildlife management group might be
a Grey Squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis) control group, in
which landowners and managers co-ordinated their
control efforts in the context of a landscape-level plan.

An example of a habitat management programme
might be concerted action to address the impact and
spread of Rhododendron ponticum, where
landowners, managers and other stakeholders plan
and manage this issue across multiple
landownerships.

Landscape level discussions are important but should
not prevent individual land owners managing their own
crop. Agreed in that there are several benefits to wider
co-operation however it should not be forgotten that not
all neighbours are good neighbours. An adjoining forest
area may not be certified so may not respond in a
likewise manner causing issues for the certified WMU
owner.

Could the requirement wording also include
‘reasonable’ between possible & opportunities? As
many landscape projects especially to deal with pests
can be challenging.

2.4

Productive potential of the woodland management unit (WMU)

MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES HERE
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241 The owner/manager shal Management planning Protection of basic gcosystem functions in terms of Some harvesting and extraction methods can be
plans and implements documentation soils and hydrology is fundamental to sustainable disruptive to the soil and therefore to soil carbon
mehasures| to rr;aintain_landfjor Field observation. #et}:esl{dwo?dl?nd rlnana?em_zntl_. The own<‘e|r/mant.':1ge'£mel storage, therefore the records need to show long term
enhance long-term soil an should refer to relevant guidelines on soils, water, soil carbon, maybe for more than the current WMP
hydrological functions water catchments and climate change. iod
including soil carbon. Viitrotel

2.4.2 a) Timber shall is normally be e  Compartment records

harvested from the WMU at or
below a level which can be
permanently sustained.

b) The average annual
allowable cut is quantified and
justified unless the WMU is
undergoing significant
restructuring.

bc) Selective harvesting shalt
is not be to the long-term
detriment of the quality and
value of stands.

. Growth and yield
estimates

. Production records or
appropriate standing
sale volume
assessments and
reconciliation with
estimates

e  Arestructuring plan

. Demonstrated control
of thinning intensity

. Discussion with the
owner/manager

. Field observation.

Restructuring includes:

e  Duringrestructuring-Harvesting and restocking‘ef

even-aged woodlands

e  During-habitat Habitat management or

restoration for biodiversity.

e Inresponse to pests, diseases or-storm-damage.

Timber harvesting in excess of inerément may be
justified in response to pests, diseasges or storm
damage.

Woodlands or stands which are irregular in species,
age or structure may fequise a stratification by
characteristic befofe applying the appropriate yield
model to eachi strattwa. This complex process should
only be applied where justified by scale and intensity.

Examples ofigrowth and yield estimates include:

e (Average growth rates or yield class for major
species on different site types

e\, “Predictions of thinning and felling yields for
different crop types

e  Forecasts of areas to be subject to harvesting
operations in future years.

Accuracy of growth and yield estimates should be
appropriate to the scale and intensity of the operation.

The resilience of the woodland and different species to
climate change should be considered.

In low-intensity managed woodlands, or in woodlands
being restructured in areas of high windthrow risk,
area rather than volume predictions are acceptable in
planning and monitoring.

In relation to requirement c), timber Fimber-crops
should not be creamed or high graded{b). However,
selective harvesting of high-quality stems may be

Agreed
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entirely appropriate in stands which have been
managed to promote fégeneration from the most
promising individuals, for example.

2.4.3 Harvesting of

non-wood forest products

iNWFPs) or use of Ecosystem

from the WMU shall
be is at or below a level which

can be permanently sustained.

Evidence from records and
discussion with the
owner/manager that
quantities harvested are in
line with sustainable growth
rates and that there are no
significant adverse
environmental impacts.

Non-wood forest products include plants or parts of
plants, bark, sap, moss, fungi, fruits, seeds and nuts,
honey, venison and other animal products. Also knowg
as non-timber forest products (NTFP).

It is recognised that objective information gn
sustainable harvesting levels for other, NWERs NTFWPs
is limited, and also that in the case of.venison it may
be desirable to harvest at a levelthatseduces the deer
population in the long term.

Best practice information gn Raryesting levels and
avoiding negative impagts*S available for the NWFP’s
listed below and as sutgh they are explicitly included
within the scope offthi§ standard:

Venisan

Wild boag meat

Mass

Sap

Jree seeds

Btlbs

Fungi

Honey.

The UKWAS appendix of references provides further
information on good practice guidelines and codes of
practice.

Hewever-in-In all cases the owner/manager should
give careful thought to the annual altewable
sustainable harvest and should be able to justify
harvest levels on the basis of their objectives and best
available information practice.

See also section 1.1.3c and 1.1.7 regarding
appropriate legal permitting, 2.3.3 2.3:2 in relation to
protection from wild mammals, and section 4.9 in
relation to game management.

Q. Draft guidance specifies which Non-wood Forest
Products (NWFPs) are explicitly included within scope
of the standard. Is this a complete list? Yes

The list does feel complete however could
auditors be given licence to ensure that if a non-
listed product is harvested then it meets the
requirement.
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2.4.4 . Discussion with the Consent is recognised through: Agreed
Where applicable, priority owner/manager e Regulatory consent process and permission
Priority species shall are not . Monitoring records notices
be harvested or controlled . Species inventories e  Adherence to appropriate General Licence
without the consent of the . Regulatory consent notices terms and conditions.
relevant statutory body Rature | o gpecific licence issued by

the relevant statutory body Where no regulatory consent is required and there are
ageney. e  General Licence’s terms no priority-species-appropriate General Licences then
and conditions. best practice should be followed.

2.5 Assessment of environmental impacts in existing woodland MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES HERE

251 a)Fhe-impactsof-newplanting | ¢« Management planning The owner/manager should be aware of relevantiegal | Agreed
% documentation requirements for environmental impact asséssment.

e  Documented
are-assessed hefore or Depending on scale and sensitivity, the‘assessment of
B e environmental impacts may be inclidé:
in-a-manner-appropriate-to-the where such has been e Information received during, the,€onsultation
scale-of the-operations-and-the requested by the relevant process (see 2.3
Sensibiy of e e A e o T—
a) During woodland . Documented environmental felling management ‘prattices or operations
management planning, the appraisals which might affect sites recognised for their
impacts of proiosed e  Discussion with the cultural, land$cape; hydrological, or ecological
operations on owner/manager - oyffor theirimpact on priority habitats and
are assessed in a e Field observation species

manner appropriate to their e  Evidence of appropriate *  Ecdlegical assessments of Aicientsemisnatural
scale and the sensitivity of the consultation with relevant ﬁ and projections of their response to
site. organisations. Mmanagement and natural processes

o Specific assessments for unusual and/or
b) The results of the extensive operations.
environmental assessments i
shall-be are incorporated into w
planning and implementation
in order to avoid, minimise or It may be appropriate to seek specialist advice on the
repair adverse environmental potential impacts of operations, for example in relation
impacts of management to:
activities. e  Designated sites

e  Priority habitats and species

. h sites and landscapes

e  Flood risk and mitigation potential in accordance

with local flood risk management plans or
strategies.
L]
252 The impacts of woodland e  Management planning In particular, planning including layout, and design and | Agreed

plans shall-be are considered

documentation

management of woodland should take into account the
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at a [andScapeNevel, taking

due account of the interaction

with adjoining land and ether
Wh

Maps

Discussion with the
owner/manager
Evidence of appropriate
consultation with relevant
organisations.

following factors and action should be taken if

required:

. The character of other woodland in the area

e Needs or impacts of animals (both wild and
domestic) which use both woodland and
surrounding land

. Impacts on flora in the woodland and on
surrounding land

. Scale and pattern of open land

e  Habitats which are continuous from inside t0
outside the woodland (e.g.

e  Buffering of water courses and water badies, and

connectivity of riparian habitats

. Changes in hydrology including drainage both
into or from the adjoining woodlangd and priority

habitat

e  Woodland margins as transitional habitats
e  Linking ﬂ withif,the woodland with

similar habitats outside

e  The spread of -species into or out of the

woodland

. Impacts on nattrahfeatures (e.g. wetlands, rock

exposures, draipage patterns)
. Catchment level impacts on water flows and
flood,risk

e  Nature\of historic landscapes and relationships
petween d sites inside and

outside the woodland

+\\, "\Priority habitats and'species inside and outside

the woodland.

LU
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253 a) The owner/manager shalt Management planning Evaluation should consider: Agreed
assesses the potential documentation e  Robust ing restructuring design
negative impacts of natural Discussion with the e Long-term %
hazards on the WMU, owner/manager. e  Diversity of species;-and ages and-distribution
including drought, floods, e  Distribution of open ground
er_ld, fllre, \ c;ijlar;t and . Flood hazard maps
animal species, and other Potential impact of [ViNGHRIOW.
pests and diseases. * P
b) Planting Management and mﬂ]
restructuring plans shall-be are
designed to mitigate the risk of
damage from natural hazards.
2.6 Woodland creation MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES HERE
26.1 a) During woodland Management planning EconomiC geods should be understood in the widest

management planning, the
impacts of proposed woodland

establishment operations on
are

assessed in a manner
appropriate to their scale and
the sensitivity of the site.

b) New woodlands shall-be are

located and designed in ways

that will:

e Deliver economic goods
and/or

e Maintain or enhance the
visual, cultural and

environmental and
character of the wider
landscape, and

documentation including
relevant consents

Field surveys

Discussion with the
owner/manager

Maps

Field observation
Evidence of apprapriate
consultation Withwélgvant
organisations?

sense’and'may include:
o( / Timber
L ]

CO,-Carbon dioxide sequestration

Landscape renewal projects.

Field Surveys and relevant data sources should be
used to inform woodland location and design and may
include:
e  The character of other woodland in the
landscape
e Scale and pattern of open land within the
landscape

Peat depth and soil surveys
Priorty habitat and species assessments

both within the WMU and for adjoining land

Historical and
Local public and access

networks

‘appropriate to their scale and the sensitivity of the
site’ may change on the interval, company,
statutory body or NGO. The guidance does not
give further advice on this phrase just what
evidence can be used. It would be down to the
auditors to decide if the level was correctly
judged.
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e Ensure the creation of a
diverse woodland over
time, and

e Seek to mitigate against
the risk of damage from
natural hazards.

° Presence of _ and water
bodies, and connectivity of riparian habitats
within the landscape

° Breeding bird surveys.

To mitigate the risk of damage from natural hazards,
assessments may include:

° Herbivore impacts

° Flood and drought risk

° species

° Fire risk.

New woodlands should contribute to the consernvation
of neighbouring Semicnaturalwoodland and other
habitats.

Priority habitats and species batfwithin the WMU and
on adjoining land should be proteeted and, where
possible, enhanced.

Hiistoric’environment features should be identified and

protected.

The general aim should be to create a woodland that
is sufficiently diverse to ensure long-term

A diversewoodland may be achieved through one or
more of'the following:
e  Use of a diversity of species, clones and
provenances
Planting mixed stands
Planting at variable spacings
Variation in site types and growth rates
Phased planting
Retention of open ground to create rides or
and along water courses
Design and creation of wind-firm edges
Woodland margins as transitional habitats
»  Linking open space within the woodland to
similar neighbouring habitats
° Retention and buffering of existing priority

habitats.
L]
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2.6.2 Planning and implementation Discussion with the The owner/manager should consider: Agreed, but it should be noted that further
of ground preparation and owner/manager +  Soil type research into forest soils and carbon needs to be
drainage works minimises Management planning e  Site topography cartied out
potential negative impacts documentation including e Site hydrology.
including: ) grant approvals o
e Soil and soil carbon Field observation. The owner/manager should be able to justify

losses management planning choices in relation to:
e Damage to existing . Drainage plans
ﬂaﬂd, and e  Ground preparation methods
or bodies. e  Choice of ground cover vegetation on bare $oil§
. The movement of soil and/or changes in soil
levels
. The protection of the hydrology relatinGo
existing peatland, wetland, and waterieourses or
bodies
. Protection and management,of water courses or
bodies.
Owners/managers should demonstrate awareness of
current good practice guidafice.
2.7 Woodland restructuring MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES HERE
271 Even-aged woodlands shall-be Management planning Restructuring should be planned and implemented in Agreed if the WMU is large enough for multiple

are gradually restructured to
achieve an appropriately
diverse-meosaie appropriate
diversity of species, sizes,

ages, spatial scales, and
& cycles and open
space. This structural diversity

shall-be is maintained or
enhanced.

documentation
Discussion with the
owner/manager
Maps

Field observation:

conformance with good forest design practice.

A greater degree of uniformity may be appropriate in
very small woodlands.

In larger even-aged Plantations, the age structure may
be improved through:

e  Phased fellin

e  Prescribing h which will provide options
for further diversification and reduction in h
size at the end of the next rotation

. Designing future coupes with windfirm edges.

Smaller coupe sizes should be favoured for economic,
environmental and social reasons.

Site factors favourinf; larger coupe sizes might include:
L]

. Landscape scale

operations to achieve this aim while being profitable. It

may be that small sites are restructured in one go as
the expense of bringing machinery to site does not
allow for multiple visits. Small sites need to be
commercially viable in order to be managed.
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Historical plantation design
Historc environment features
Wildlife habitats

Adoption of

Where appropriate, woodland restructuring can
provide opportunities for the creation of temporary and
permanent open space and open ground habitats (See
4.4.3). These may include:

. Creation, expansion and improvement’of

rides and networks
e  Creation of transitional woodland edge
habitat

o  Buffering of [VECHCONISES

. Linking with open ground hahjtats on

adjoining land.
LL]

2.8

Tree species selection

MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES HERE

2.8.1

a) The range of species
selected for new woodlands,
and natural or artificial

of existing
woodlands shall-be is suited to
the site and shall takes into
consideration:

. Improvement of long-
term forest resilince

e  Management objectives

. Requirements for
conservation and
enhancement of

(see section
4)

. Requirements for
enhancement and
restoration of habitats
(see section 4)

. Landscape character.

b) Regeneration (natural or
planted) shall restores stand

composition in a fifely
to pre-harvesting ox
more .

Discussion with the
owner/manager
demonstrates that
consideration has been
given to a range of species,
including native species
Evidence of Ecological Site
Classification analysis
Management planning
documentation

Field observation.

As a general principle,ymanagement should at least
maintain and/wherg*possible enhance the species
diversity of the,woodland.

Larger WiMUs will generally present more opportunities
for species ‘diversification.

In‘Sefiisnatural Woodlands, regeneration should

restore the pre-harvesting stand composition or should
create a greater range of species and structural
variation appropriate to the woodland type. In BfRcient
&, regeneration should be in
accordance with section 4.2.1. In other semi-natural

woodland, regeneration should be in accordance with
section 4.4.1.

In plahtations'on'ancient woodland'Sites, regeneration
should be in accordance with section 4.3.1.

Owners/managers should also be aware of the
guidelines on species proportions and open ground in
the UK Forestry Standard.

Results of research into site suitability of different
species’ Bfiging and and their resilience
to climate change should be used to assist species

Agreed
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c) Native species shall-be are
preferred to non-native. If non-
native species are used it shal
be is shown that they will
clearly outperform native
species in meeting the owner’s
objectives or in achieving long-
term forest resilience.

choice. Because of the uncertain effects of climate
change, selecting a range of genotypes may be
prudent.

Soil analyses and use of Forest Research’s Ecological
Site Classification (ESC) tool may be helpful when
considering economic and ecological resilience to
climate change. It may also be appropriate to consider
obtaining specialist advice for semi-natural woodlands;
especially ancient semi-natural woodlands.

See also section 2.9.1 in relation to non-nativesspecies
and section 4.7.1 in relation to natural regeneration
and planting stock in semi-natural woodland and
plantations on ancient woodland sites:

LU

2.9 Non-native species MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES HERE
29.1 a) Non-native tree species Documented impact ‘Introductions’ refers tg speties not currently presentin | Agreed

shall are only be introduced to assessment of any WMU.

the WMU when evidence or introductions made after the

experience shows that any first certification The requirement includes the re-introduction of once-

invasive impacts can be Discussion with the native animals het currently present within the United

controlled effectively. owner/manager Kingdom

Field observation.

b) Other non-native plant and Owners/managers should be aware that introduced

animal species shall are only Species may exhibit differing degrees of invasiveness

be introduced if they are non- in different habitats or parts of the country.

invasive, and bring

environmental benefits and all Use of non-native biological control agents such as

regulatory requirements are Rhizophagus grandis may be desirable to control non-

met. native pests.

¢) All new introductions shal Game species may be introduced if managed in

be are carefully monitored, accordance with section 4.9.

and effective mitigation

measures shall be are

implemented to control

negative impacts outside the

area in which they are

established.
2.10 Silvicultural systems MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES HERE
2.10.1 | a) Appropriate silvicultural Management planning The choice of silvicultural system should take into Agreed

systems shaill-be are adopted

documentation

account:
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which are suited to species,
sites, WiNAEAIOWATISK, tree
health risks and management
objectives and which stipulate

soundly-based planting,
establishment, , felling
and plans.

b) Where species, sites,
windthrow risk, tree health risk
and management objectives
allow, a range of silvicultural

approaches, and in particular
E, shall-be are adopted
with the aim of diversifying

ages, species and stand
structures.

Discussion with the
owner/manager
Field observation.

e Long-term forestiesilience
e The tree and soil _

e  The carbon impacts of the operational
requirements of differing silvicultural systems
such as a reduction in scale of clear-fells or
extended fallow periods

e  Silvicultural characteristics of the species

. Management objectives

Site limitations including potential growth ratés

and wind firmness

Intended stem size and quality

Current and future markets for timber_ preducts

Impacts on the landscape and wildlife

Impacts on historic environmentsjtes

Age-structure and felling plan©6finearby

woodlands

e Ecological processes and natural disturbance
regime for that woodland type

e  Historical managementpractices
 Views ofocal people

The choice of ferest management approach should be
made clear innmanagement planning as this
determines subsequent thinning and operational
regimes,

Usesofdower-impact silvicultural systems may not be
appropriate where there is evidence that is
necessary for the conservation of

L]

2.10.2

a)In ,

shall be are adopted.
All felling shall be is in
accordance with the specific
guidance for that type of
woodland in the relevant
Forestry Commission Practice
Guide.

b) In semi-natural woodlands
over 10 ha, no more than 10%
shall be is felled in any five-

Management planning
documentation
Discussiomwith the
ownerimanhager
Field,observation.

For areas with [iiofity habitats and Species, consider

consulting with relevant species and habitat experts in
statutory nature conservation and countryside
agencies or NGOs.

There may be practical or biodiversity enhancement
reasons for h in some semi-natural
woodlands, but owners/managers should be aware
that best practice guidance for semi-natural woodlands
managed as high forest generally advises using
* which, depending on the type of

woodland, may be up to around 2 ha in size.

Agreed
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year period unless justified in
terms of biodiversity
enhancement or lower impact.

An appropriate forest management approach should
be chosen for semi-natural woodlands and made clear
in management planning as this determines
subsequent thinning and operational regimes.

LU

2.11 Conservation MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES HERE
2.11.1 | a) Management planning shall | e Management planning Where areas and features identified in (b) comprise Agreed

identify identifies a minimum of documentation including less than 15% of the WMU, additional areas should be

15% of the WMU where maps identified.

management for conservation | ¢  Field observation.

and enhancement of The balance of areas managed with conservation and

biodiversity is the primary enhancement of biodiversity as a majorobjective may

objective. include:

. Natural reserves

b) This shall includes e  Long-term retentions

conservation areas and e Riparian zones integral to the WMU

features identified in the e Lower-impact silvicultdiral systems

following sections: e  Existing open habitats integral to the WMU.

e  Statutory designated
sites (section 4.1) In larger and more dispersed woodland management

e Ancient semi-natural units, this requirement may be fulfilled across the
Wwoodland (section 4.2) WMU as ‘aswhol&rather than reserving specified areas

e  Plantations on ancient in each and'every wood.
woodland sites (section
4.3) Aini’fot.a balance between the dispersal of sites

e  Other valuable semi- across the WMU and a concentration of sites in
natural habitats (section important locations with benefits for conservation
4.4) and/or enhancement of biodiversity.

. Areas and features of
critical importance for The conservation areas and features identified under
watershed (b) may fall into more than one category but can only
management or erosion be counted once towards the 15% of the WMU
control (section 4.5) managed with conservation and enhancement of

e Natural reserves biodiversity as the major objective.

(section 4.6.1)

. Long-term retentions The minimum values for semi-natural habitat and
and/or areas managed areas where biodiversity is the primary objective are
under lower-impact there for guidance and should not be viewed as
silvicultural systems “ceilings” to continual biodiversity improvement or
(LISS) (section 4.6.2). enhancement across the WMU as a whole.

2.11.2 | a) Management strategies and |»¢  Management planning Areas and features of high conservation value may not Agreed

actions shall be are developed

documentation

always be well mapped. The owner/manager should
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to maintain and, where
possible, enhance the areas
and features of high
conservation value identified in
the following sections:

. Statutory designhated
sites nature
conservation sites
(section 4.1)

e Ancient semi-natural
woodland (section 4.2)

. Plantations on ancient
woodland sites (section
4.3)

. Areas and features of
critical importance for
watershed
management or erosion
control (section 4.5).

b) Management strategies and
actions shall be are developed
in consultation with statutory
bodies, interested parties and
experts.

Discussion with the
owner/manager
Specialist surveys.

therefore consider the need for specialist surveys to
confirm the presence of areas and features of high
conservation value in order to apply the precautionary
approach when developing management strategies
and actions.

212

Protection

MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES HERE

2121

a) Management of wild deer
shall-be is based on a strategy
that identifies the management
objectives; and aims to
regulate the impact of deer.

b) Non-toxic ammunition is
used in the management of
wild deer.

Awareness of potential
problems

Awareness of actual
damage

Description of appropriate
action in the management

planning documentation
Deer manageménisplan
Membership 6f a,d€er
managemehtgroup

Evidence of cull targets and

achievements

Whete there is a significant
problem caused by deer, a

documented plan for
control; this may take the
form of a contract or
licence.

Forglarger'organisations and WMUSs, the strategy
should be in writing.

This requirement may involve the setting of cull targets
with deer management groups and/or statutory bodies
and forestry authorities and should involve the
membership of a Deer Management Group where
appropriate.

Use of non-toxic ammunition will eliminate lead
contamination of venison and venison-based food
products and the diffuse pollution of lead into the wider
environment.

LU

Q. Draft requirement proposes that only non-toxic (i.e.
non-lead) ammunition is used in the management of
wild deer. What are your views on the practicability of
this proposal?

Disagree with section b although many others in
both land management and forestry have gone /
going lead free, many WMU are stalked by part
timers who do not sell into the food chain. These
are likely to be most affected by this change and
therefore may require longer than the two years
given to make the change to non-toxic shot. BASC
have a 5 year scheme to phase out lead, but
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inclusion here would only give a 2 year change
over period.

There are legal requirements about calibre and
bullet weight for species in Scotland. The change
to copper bullets has the potential to prevent
some stalkers using their current firearms.
However unless / until the ammunition
manufactures or Scotland’s government catch up
it could mean that some WMU are not protected
against deer.

Also given the strong indication that lead bullets
will be banned is there a need to include this as a
auditable action here. In UKWAS 6 | suspect we
will be taking this out as it will be a legal
requirement by then. Therefore section b does not
need to be included.

2.12.2 | There shallbe is an e Discussion with the Incidents, may ‘incldde: Agreed
emergency response plan owner/manager e Fite
appropriate to the level of risk. | «  Emergency response plans | e  Extremeé weather events
. In sites with high risk of fire, | e o 'Qutbreaks of pests, diseases or jnvasive species
evidence of contact with the =&, "\ Accidents
fire and rescue service and “y, e || Chemical spills and other pollution.
that their advice has been
taken into consideration, Where appropriate, plans may be as simple as a
reference card, but as a minimum should include:
e  Responsibilities for action
e  Contact details
e  Emergency procedures.
Plans should take into account EISA best practice
guidance and issues such as the remoteness of some
WMUs, which may affect both communication and the
ability of emergency services to reach sites in a timely
manner.
2.12.3 | The choice of tree protection o, Discussion with the When choosing an appropriate tree protection method, | Agreed, but worth noting that other materials for tubes

methods and products is
appropriate to the herbivere
risk and undertaken to

owner/manager

owner/managers should consider the lifetime costs
including the requirement to remove redundant
materials from the woodland.

are still being tested. The intention of the manager
should be taken into account not the product used, if
the product does not act in the way intended.
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minimise environmental
impacts.

e Herbivore population and
impact surveys and risk
assessment

e Field observation

e Policy documents.

Wildlife management and/or fencing may be a more
suitable option than individual tree protection for larger
areas and densely-planted smaller areas.

Where tree shelters or vole guards are used there

should be a preference for:

. Recycled and readily recyclable materials

»  Biodegradable materials Q

e  Products based on sustainable natural prod&
over oil-based plastics.

The use of non-recyclable or non-biodegr:
products should be avoided. .

Where non-biodegradable, but recy; X,'(ree
protection products are used t S d be a plan to
remove these before they begi grade.

Managers should be aw; ot all biodegradable
plastics will degrade i odland environment and

may require industri mposting to break down
which will require th ollection before they begin to

break up.
See al 2.1 in relation to deer, 3.5. on fencing, and
3.6in iof'to waste.

2124

There is a biosecurity policy
appropriate to the level of risk.

N\

e Discussion with the
owner/manager
e  Biosecurity plan

e  Procurement policy. :Q

N4

4

-
s/manager should consider biosecurity
sures when:
¢ Ordering and purchasing plants and materials
e Planning operations where a pest or disease may
be present.

Biosecurity involves preventing the spread of tree
diseases such as

larch dieback, ash dieback, non-native plants such as
Himalayan balsam, Japanese knotweed, and species
such as American signal crayfish and killer shrimp.

Owners managers should also be aware of the
potential to import new pests and diseases to the UK.
For example, Xylella fastidiosa.

Agreed
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2.13 Conversion MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES HERE
2.13.1 | a) Woodland identified in No evidence of conversion | Certification of converted ancient and other semi- Agreed

sections 4.1-4.3 shall is not be Field observation natural woodlands may be allowed in circumstances

converted to plantation or non- Discussion with the where sufficient evidence is submitted to the

forested land. owner/manager certification body that the owner/manager is not

Management planning responsible directly or indirectly for such conversion.

b) Areas converted from documentation.

ancient semi-natural and other Woodland removal to facilitate infrastructure or built

semi-natural woodlands to development which is not integral to the managemeént

plantation or non-forested land of the rest of the woodland cannot meet this

after 1994 shall do not requirement.

normally qualify for

certification.
2.13.2 | a) Conversion to non-forested Transition plan Conversion to non-forested land should,be\planned Disagree with new wording. A small uniformed block

land shall takes place only in
certain limited circumstances
as set out in this requirement.

b) The new land use shall be
is more valuable than any type
of practicably achievable
woodland cover in terms of its
biodiversity, landscape or
historic environment benefits,
and all of the following
conditions shall be are met:

. The conversion entails
no greater than 5% of
the WMU

. The conversion does
not destroy areas of
high carbon stock

. The woodland is not
identified as of high
conservation value in
sections 4.1-4.3 and
4.5, nor identified as
contributing to the
cultural and historical
values in section 4.8

. There is no evidence of
unresolved substantial
dispute

. The conversion and
subsequent site
management protect

Management planning
documentation for the
converted area after felling
Records of planning
process and discussions
Consultation with interested
parties

Monitoring records
Environmental impact
assessment process
documentation.

and implemented in accordance with the UKFS
guidelines on biodiversity, landscape‘and historic
environment.

A transition plan should set-out as a minimum the
justification for conversion, and a strategy for
implementation, subsequent management and
monitoring.

Under current regdlations an environmental impact
assessment may be required before such conversions
are implemented.

Planning consent or an approved Environmental
Statement can provide sufficient evidence that there is
no’unresolved substantial dispute.

Deforestation to facilitate infrastructure or built
development which is not integral to the management
of the rest of the woodland cannot meet this
requirement.

See also section 4.4.2 in relation to restoration of
small-scale habitats within a woodland matrix.

Advice to owners/managers
Only timber felled in accordance with this requirement
can be certified.

Owners/managers are advised to seek guidance from
their certification body or group scheme manager.

may need to convert more than 5% in one go to
achieve the required 15% for conservation and
biodiversity required, to make the conversion operation
cost effective.

In order to know where the high carbon stock is you
must first know what your carbon stock is. Working out
your soil carbon to either balance it or protect it could
be a very expense procedure.
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and substantially

enhance at least one of

the following:

o  The status and
condition of priority
habitats and
species

o  Important
landscape
features and
character

o  Important historic
environment
features and
character

o  Important carbon
stores

e  The subsequent
management of the
converted area shall-be
is integrated with the
rest of the WMU.

2.13.3

a) Woodland areas shall-be
are converted to areas used
solely for Christmas tree or
short rotation coppice
production only where
conversion is consistent with
other requirements of this
certification standard,
including the need to leave
open space, and in
accordance with any approved
management plan from the
relevant forestry authority.or

Field observation
Management records.

The requiremeént restricting conversion relates to use
for growing Christmas trees of less than 4 metres in
height.

The chemieals regime for Christmas trees must meet
all the requirements of section 3.4.

Examples of Christmas trees which may be covered by
a’certificate are:

Trees (<4 m in height) grown on areas within the
woodland matrix used solely for Christmas tree
production

Trees (<4 m in height) grown on areas used
solely for Christmas tree production which,
although outwith the woodland, form part of the
woodland management unit

Thinnings from forest tree crops

Tops from harvested forest tree crops

Trees grown by interplanting of forest tree crops
Mature trees (>4 m height)

Trees which have regenerated onto, and have
been harvested from, adjacent open land in the
interest of maintaining its biodiversity or
landscape value, and provided that the adjacent

Agreed
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area is managed as part of the woodland
management unit.

Christmas trees or short rotation coppice grown
intensively as temporary crops a-Refteaitaral-or
nAursery-crop are outside the scope of this certification
standard.

2.14 Implementation, amendment and revision of the plan MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES HERE
2.14.1 | The implementation of the e  Cross-correlation between Changes in planned timing of operations should be Agreed
work programme shall be is in the management planning such that they do not jeopardise the ecological
close agreement with the documentation, annual integrity of the woodland in the long term.
details included in the work programmes and
management planning operations seen on the Changes in planned timing may be justified on
documentation. Any deviation ground economic grounds if overall management practices
from prescription or planned . Owner's/manager’s continue to conform to the other requirements of this
rate of progress shall be is familiarity with the certification standard.
justified, overall objectives management planning
shall are still be achieved and documentation and Catastrophic events such as‘wing damage or pest and
the ecological integrity of the woodland disease outbreaks may necessitate amendment of the
woodland maintained. e Documentation or work programme and,management planning
owner's/manager’s documentation.
explanation of any
deviation. See also section 2110.1 in relation to thinning, felling
and regenerationsplans.
2.15 Monitoring MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES HERE
2.15.1 | a) The owner/manager shal ¢ A monitoring programme as | The primary purpose of monitoring is to help the Agreed

devises and implements a
monitoring programme
appropriate to the scale and
intensity of management.

b) The monitoring programme
shall be is:

. Part of the
management planning
documentation

e Consistent and
replicable over time to
allow comparison of
results and assessment
of change

e  Keptin aform that
ensures that results are
of use over the long
term.

part of management
planning documentation
Herbivore population and
impact surveys and risk
assessment

Evidence of a consistent
approach to recarding’site
visits

Discussion With the
owner/manager
Manitering records.

owner/manager to implement and adapt the
management of the WMU to meet the management
objectives.

Monitoring should be linked to potential and actual
positive and negative impacts of management on the
condition of features and sensitivities of the WMU
identified in section 2.2.1, and to the delivery of
management objectives.

Monitoring may include:
. Supervision during woodland operations
. Regular management visits and systematic
collection of information
. Longer-term studies on changes to the
woodland ecosystem, particularly for special
environmental features.

Examples of appropriate monitoring include:
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¢) The owner/manager shal
where applicable monitors and
records:

The implementation of
policies and objectives
and the achievement of
verifiable targets
Implementation of
woodland operations
Harvesting yields
Social impacts
Environmental impacts
Changes in
environmental condition
Usage of pesticides,
biological control
agents and fertilisers
and any adverse
impacts
Environmentally
appropriate disposal of
waste materials.

d) Monitoring targets shatt fully
consider any special features
of the WMU.

. Implementation of woodland operations
o  Health and safety
o Compliance with Forest and Water
guidelines
o  Worksite supervision
e  Harvesting yields
o Information from sales invoices or
weight tickets compared to
predicted yields from production
forecasts or timber inventories
e  Social impacts
o  Condition and accessibility“of
public access facilities
o Impacts of timber haulage
. Environmental impacts
o Impacts of operatiens’on priority
habitats and species, landscape
or water andisoils
o Impacts‘ef nen-native invasive
species
o  Impacts-of grazing and browsing
o hkexbivore population and impact
surveys and risk assessment
. Change$ in environmental condition
o= Tree health including pests and
diseases
o Woodland composition and
structure
o Areas and features of
conservation value
o  Ancient woodland features and
remnants, including responses to
management and any threats
o  Condition of cultural heritage
features.

When monitoring environmental impacts and changes
in environmental condition, particular attention should
be paid to the features of high conservation value
identified in sections 4.1-4.3 and 4.5 and to the cultural
and historical values identified in section 4.8.

Special features might include protected habitats,
cultural sites, historical sites, rights of way etc.

Detail of information collected should be appropriate to
the:
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Size of the enterprise
Intensity of operations
Objectives of management
Sensitivity of the site.

The owner/manager may consider:
e  Formal written records
e  Aless formal site diary
e  Photographic records
e  Verbally communicated records.

Note that there may be legal requirements for/record-
keeping in some cases, for example pesticide, Usage.

Owners/managers should be aware of the ‘potential
usefulness of information gathered for ether purposes,
for example to fulfil statutory réquirements, which may
meet or supplement monitoringyneeds. It may also be
possible to make use of freely,available information
from sources such as statutory bodies or local interest
groups.

2.15.2 | The owner/manager shat Monitoring records Expert advice should be sought where necessary and Agreed
takes monitoring findings into Management planning taken into ac¢ounts
account, particularly during documentation
revision of the management Discussion with the
planning documentation, and if owner/manager.
necessary shall revises
management objectives,
verifiable targets and/or
management activities.
2.15.3 | Monitoring findings, or Written or verbal evidente The monitoring findings or summaries may exclude

summaries thereof, shali-be
are made publicly available
upon request.

of responses to requésts;

confidential information.

The means of sharing monitoring findings should be
appropriate to the nature of the records and to the
needs of the interested parties.

Owners/managers of smaller management units,
relying more on informal monitoring methods and
records, may find it more appropriate to communicate
results verbally.

Owners/managers of larger management units, relying
more on formal surveys and reports, may find it more
appropriate to produce a written summary.

Agreed within GDPR of course
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See section 2.2.2 for examples of confidential
information.

3. Woodland operations

REQUIREMENT

EXAMPLE VERIFIERS

GUIDANCE

3.1 General MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES HERE
3.1.1 | Weedland All woodland Field observation MQI Agreed
operations shall conform to Discussion with the
for_estry best practice owner/manager and
guidance. waorkers
Monitoring and internal
audit records.
3.1.2 The planning of woodland Documented permissions Particular attention shotild be given to ensuring that: Agree with consideration for use of fertilisers,

operations shall includes:

e  Obtaining any relevant
permission and giving
any formal notification
required

e  Assessing and taking
into account on and off-
site impacts

. Taking measures to
protect water
resources, and-soils;
and soil carbon and
prevent disturbance of
and damage to priority
species, habitats,
ecosystems and
landscape yvalues,
including adapting
standard prescriptions
where required. Any
disturbance or damage
which does occur shaill
be is mitigated and/or
repaired, and steps
shall be are takento
avoid recurrence

Contracts

Discussion with the
owner/manager and
waorkers

Demonstration of
awareness of impacts and
measures taken
Site-specific, documented
assessment of impacts
Operational site
assessments.

o Local people potentially affected are informed at
the onset of operations

e Workers are‘involved in the planning of
operations at the implementation stage.

Checks should be made against relevant country-level
plans for priority habitats and species.

€onsideration should be given to the choice of
materials and fuels used in woodland management
operations. Particular attention should be given to the
use of high embedded-carbon products such as:

o fertilisers

° pesticides

° plastics.

Consideration should be given to the adoption of low
greenhouse gas emission vehicles used in forest
planning, management, harvesting operations and
timber haulage.

pesticides and plastics, if needed they should be
justified but the WMU owner should not be vilified
if they are used.

The demand for machinery that is greener has
increased and manufacturers are advancing the
field such as battery powered chainsaw, but this
only helps with the carbon issue if the charging
point is also carbon neutral.

There have been slow advances in making
greener lorries, ‘ad-blue’ has helped, but the
haulage industry in general (not just forestry) is
not at a point to go green.

| think it would be difficult for smaller WMU
owners to impose greener options on contractors
as it may price out the management of the site
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. Measures to maintain
and, where appropriate,
enhance the value of
identified services and
resources such as
watersheds and
fisheries

e  Adopting operational
practices to reduce
carbon dioxide and
other greenhouse gas

emissions.
3.1.3 Operational plans shall be are Discussion with workers Contracts can be in writing or workers may be,given Ag reed
clearly communicated to all Records of pre- oral instructions where this is appropriaté\tosthe scale
workers so that they commencement meetings and sensitivity of the operation.
understand and implement Field observation
safety precautions, Biosecurity policy
environmental protection Relevant plans and
plans, biosecurity protocols, procedures.
emergency procedures, and
prescriptions for the
management of features of
high conservation value and of
cultural and historic sites.
3.14 Operations shall cease or Discussion with the Agreed
relocate immediately where: owner/manager
e  They damage sites or Site diaries

features of conservation
value or of special
cultural and historical
significance identified in
sections 4.1-4.5 and
4.8. Operations in the
vicinity shal
recommence only when
action has been taken
to repair damage and
prevent any further
damage, including
establishing buffer
areas where
appropriate

e  They reveal previously
unknown sites or
features which may, be
of conservation valueor

Field observation.
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of special cultural and
historical significance.
Operations in the
vicinity sha#
recommence only when
the sites or features
have been investigated
and appropriate
management agreed,
where relevant in
discussion with

and/or

3.1.5 Operational biosecurity is e Field observation General good biosecurity should be practised/on all Agreed
carried out employing e Discussion with the sites to avoid, as far as possible, taking'uud or plant
techniqgues commensurate owner/manager material from site to site.
with the nature and level of e Management planning
risk. documentation. Where a specific pest, disease‘er invasive species is
present higher-level measures,should be taken.
Forest machinery shodld he washed down before
leaving site if it hag’b®eh operating within an area
known to cong@in a‘specific pest or disease.
3.2 Harvest-eperations-Harvesting and restocking MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES HERE
3.2.1 | a) Timber and e  Field observation FhiARing/cutting trees to waste may be appropriate in

(NWFPs) are
harvested efficiently and with
minimum loss or damage to

b) Timber harvesting shalt
particularly seeks to avoid:

. Damage to soil and
WEEF COUFSES curing
felling, extraction and

burning
e Damage to standing

trees, especially
veteran rees, curing

felling, extraction and
burning
. Degrade in felled timber

. Discussion with the
owner/manager.

some circumstances.

Pafticular attention should be given to damage to
forest soils due to:
. Inappropriate timing of forest operations
. Inadequate soil protection measures.

LU

Agreed
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. Loss of soil carbon to
air or water.

3.2.2

Harvesting and sales
documentation shall enables
all timber and pea-tmber

non-wood forest products
(NWFPs) that are to be
supplied as certified to be
traced back to the woodland of
origin.

Harvesting output records
Contract documents
Sales documentation.

The purpose of this requirement is to ensure that
certified products can be traced back to the point of
sale from the woodland (in the case of timber, for
example, standing, at roadside or delivered). The
responsibility of the owner/manager is limited to
ensuring that certified products removed from the
woodland can be traced forward along the supply,
chain from the first point of supply.

Where certified products from other sources are being
stored in the same area, appropriate records ‘should
be maintained to demonstrate the sourcé,and/quantity
of produce obtained from other woodland areas.

Advice to owners/managers

Certification schemes may requirerowners/managers
to provide additional inforpation/on sales
documentation relating.to:

e chain-of-custody certification, and

e the use of ceftification scheme trademarks.

Certification sehemes may also require documentation
to be retained for a specific time.

Owners/managers are advised to seek guidance from
their certification body or group scheme manager.

Agreed

3.23

Whole tree harvesting or

is
practised only where there is
demonstrable management
benefit, and where a full
consideration of impacts
shows that there are not likely
to be any significant negative
effects.

There is no stump-harvesting.

Discussion with the
owner/manager
demonstrates awareness
that impacts have been
considered

Documented appraisal.

Significant negative impacts to consider include:
Leaching and run-off to catchments

Soil compaction

Soil erosion

Soil carbon loss

Nutrient loss

Damage to historical features and archaeological
deposits.

Stump removal may be required for:

. Phytosanitary reasons

° Infrastructure developments such as roads, public
access routes etc.

. Restoration of open-ground habitats.

L]

Stump removal is not widely practised and is known to
be costly, fibre is easily contaminated and causes it
significant damage to soil carbon. Therefore it would be
covered by section referring to soil carbon 2.4.1
However as different approaches to stumps fibre
recovery change such as using new technologies to cut
lower or core out stumps the term ‘harvesting’ could
prevent this happening. While further research into
additional fibre recovery is explored the term ‘no stump
harvesting’ should be removed.

Page 52 of 102

CONSULTATION TEMPLATE - Initial Revision Draft (March 2021) United Kingdom Woodland Assurance Standard Fifth Edition (version 5.0)




3.24

IGpIandiop shat be is burnt

only where there is
demonstrable management
benefit, and where a full
consideration of impacts
shows that there are not likely
to be any significant negative
effects.

Discussion with the
owner/manager
demonstrates awareness
that impacts have been
considered

Evidence of registration of
exempt activity
Documented appraisal.

If lop and top is burned:

e  The location and density of fire sites should be
carefully planned with areas important for BHOHY

avoided

. Some lop and top should be left unburned as
habitat except where it will result in pest or
disease problems. The location for lop and top
should be selected with care to avoid sensitive
habitats and features, especially JEatlands,
wetlands and .

e  The requirements of the relevant statutory:
environment protection agencies shouldbe met.

Significant negative impacts to considgr tactide:

. Leaching and run-off to ¢c&tehments

. Soil erosion

e  Soil carbon loss

. Release of carbentinto’the atmosphere

e Nutrient loss

e  Damage offlosSvof habitat features and
priority $pegies

e  Damage Of loss of historical features and
archagglogical deposits.

The owner/manager should be aware that it may be
necessary for burning on site to be registered as an
exempt-activity with the statutory environment
protection agencies.

L]

Agreed

3.2.5

Ground preparation and
subsequent restocking is
carried out in a manner that
reduces the potential for soil
carbon losses considering:

° The level of
mineralisation and
timescale over which
any losses may be
mitigated by tree growth

° carbon storage within
the trees or harvested
timber products.

Discussion with the
owner/managex,
Management planning
documeptation

Field gbservation
Carlon calculations.

The owner/manager should consider the carbon
losses associated with the soil type and chosen
ground preparation technique as well as their
restocking species choice, likely yield class and
carbon sequestration achievable by the trees.

The owner/manager should demonstrate that they
have made an appropriate management and species
choice with regard to the * of the WMU.
A prolonged fallow period should be avoided as this
can exacerbate soil carbon losses.

Further research in soil carbon losses via ground
preparation is required, the current guidance on soll
cultivation is still being reviewed in Scotland.

Carbon storage within trees on the site is within the
WMU owners control. Carbon storage via the timber
product produced is impossible for the WMU to be
certain of once it leaves the forest gate.

Guidance relating to peat or wet lands and whether
they should be restocked should be considered under
its own section not part of ground preparation.
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Areas of [J@atland or wetland which were afforested in
the past and where restocking yield class is low should
be assessed for their potential to be restored to
peatland or wetland.

Where restoration, conversion or maintenance of a
broadleaf canopy is the long-term objective for
restocking, the species chosen can have a lower yield
class than the felled tree species.

Owners and managers should be aware of and
demonstrate a knowledge of current guidanceg

3.3 Forest roads; and-asseeciated infrastructure MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES HERE
3.3.1 All necessary consents shail e  Records of consents Consents may relate to planning, Environmental Agreed but this is covered under section 1.1.1. — The
be are obtained for e Environmental assessment * or construetion, regulations. WMU must comply will all legislation, so does it need to
construction, extension and where required. be here as well.
upgrades of: Visitor access infrastructure faypinclude car parks,
e  Forestroads welfare facilities, surfaced_ paths, cycle tracks,
. Mineral extraction sites constructed viewpointg”ete.
e  OtherManagement,
visitor access and other Management jmfrastrugture may include timber
infrastructure. stacking areas, buildings, welfare provision,
permanept vehiele access points and parking areas
etc.
Othef infrastructure may be associated with non-
farestry“activities such as access for sporting and
organised events and/or access to adjoining land or
ipfrastructure.
3.3.2 Roads and timber extraction e Documented plans for the Where new roads are planned, a documented Agreed

tracks, visitor 266ess and
management infrastructure
and associated @fainage shat
be are designed, created,
used and maintained in a
manner that minimises their
environmental impact.

layout, design and,creation
of permanent’roads )ane
tracks, and visitog access
and management
infrastfucidré

. Sdietyfiaspection records

. Control systems for the
Creation and use of
temporary tracks and
€xtraction routes

. Field observation

. Documented maintenance
plans.

evaluation should be made to achieve a balance
between timber extraction distances and road density,
which takes into account the impact on the
environment and the public road infrastructure to
which the forest roads will connect. Nen-timber
access forsporting.

Where new visitor or management infrastructure is
planned, there should be a documented evaluation for
its need and rationale such as for stabilising eroded
ground, meeting all-ability access demand, easing
local parking pressure, facilitating new access or
delivering management.
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All infrastructure should be planned to achieve a
balance between facilitating the desired access or
management objective and protecting and maintaining
the environmental and cultural values of the WMU in
which they are placed or impact upon.

Particular attention should be paid to:

e  Avoiding direct impacts on features of historic
environment, biological, geological or cultural
value

e  Assessing and minimising indirect adverse
impacts such as those caused by increased
visitor numbers, disturbance levels ok changes in

drainage, especially on high conservation values
and “

. Use of permanent bridges, @rclies-or culverts or

temporary crossing points Suchras pipes or logs
to cross

e  Barriers to fish movément’caused by water-
crossing points

e  Ensuring thatverges and ditches are created and
managegd-to promote their habitat value

e  Materials used, especially rock type, are in
keeping with’the ecology of the woodland

»  Avoiding erosion and adverse impacts on water
systems and-wildlife-habitats

. Careful landscaping of roads and infrastructure,
both internally and externally

. Safety inspection of bridges and other
infrastructure

. Materials used are sourced as locally as possible

. Use of _ for timber extraction

e  The necessity to inform all road users of design
specification limitations and speed and/or weight
limits.

All infrastructure should be planned taking into
account the potential “carbon” costs of the proposal,
its implementation and use. Where possible, steps
should be taken to reduce the carbon footprint such
as through use of locally sourced materials and the
careful evaluation of material quantities and
specifications, and efficient working practices.

Opportunities should also be taken to seek to
contribute positively to carbon reduction such as
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through promotion of the use of public transport for
@ccess and events, or the inclusion of on-site
renewable energy production to power on-site
infrastructure.

LU

3.4 Pesticides, biological control agents and fertilisers MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES HERE

3.4.1 a) The use of pesticides and e  Discussion with the Note that a reduction in the use of pesticides and 3.4.1.b. There has been a rise of pests within forestry
fertilisers shall-be is avoided owner/manager fertilisers reduces the embedded-carbon budget of over the last several decades and most recently the
where practicable. »  Pesticide policy or position | forestry operations. discovery of Ips in Kent. The use of biological controls

i statement. can be an affective alternative to pesticides so still need

b) The use of pesticides, mﬂl to be included it of the WMU * I’ inst
biological control agents and © o INciliie (el &1 [t @ i BUSEITEL ekl
fertilisers shall-be is pests.
minimised.
c) Damage to environmental
values from pesticides,
fertilisers and biological control
agent use shall-be is avoided,
mitigated and/or repaired, and
steps shall-be are taken to
avoid recurrence.

342 a) The owner/manager shait e  Discussion with the Sites and\features with special piodiversity attributes The use of pesticides to control pests such as Hylobius
prepares and implements an owner/manager include; is most commonly associated with conifer or
effective integrated pest e Written policy and strategy =, \ AlFancient woodland sites commercial timber production. Other than targeted Oak

management strategy that:

. Is appropriate to the
scale of the woodland
and the intensity of
management

e  Adopts management
systems that shall
promote the
development and
application of non-
chemical methods of
pest and crop
management by placing
primary reliance on
prevention and, where
this is not practicable,
biological control
methods

or statement.

e \ Valuable or diverse wildlife communities

+/ Priority habitats and species, including breeding
sites and feeding areas

Water courses, ponds and lakes

Wetland habitats

Lowland heath

Peatlands covered by the policies of relevant
Rides and open ground

Woodland margins and hedges

Veteran trees

Decaying deadwood habitat

Any other valuable habitats or features.

Identification and mapping of areas and features may
be carried out on an ongoing basis, provided that it
has been completed for an area prior to operations
taking place.

PM, pesticides are uncommon in broad leaf woodlands.
In the boarder sense without treated trees much of the
UK conifer woodland might not be planted.

Section d — the WMU owner / manager is being asked

to give weighting to elements which others could easily
disagree with. This requirement has the potential to be
hard to comply with given how vague it is.

Agreed with a review of the risk assessment every 5
years, a shorter time period would put additional burden
on the WMU owner / manager for on great reward.
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e  Takes account of the
importance of
safeguarding the Vallie
of sites and features
with special
attributes when
considering methods of
control, and

. Demonstrates
knowledge of the latest
published advice and its
appropriate application.

b) The strategy shall-specify
specifies aims for the
minimisation or elimination of
usage, taking into
account considerations of cost
(economic, social and
environmental), and the
cyclical nature of woodland
management operations.

envirenmental-costs-Any use
of pesticides is justified on the

basis of a irocess of

d) In a given situation, the risk
assessment process selects
the pest control option that,
relative to other options,
demonstrates:
° The least social and
environmental damage
. Greater effectiveness, o
and
. Equal or greater seci
and environmenta&

benefits.

Advice to owners/managers

Owners/managers are advised to seek guidance from
their certification body or group scheme manager on
any specific certification scheme requirements relating
to risk assessment processes.

See also section 4 in relation to conservation values.
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e) Risk assessments are
reviewed and, if necessary,
revised at least every five
years.

df) The strategy shall includes
a description of all known use
over the previous five years, or
the duration of the current
woodland ownership if that is
less than five years.

3.4.3 Where pesticides and COSHH assessments Collection of information on pesticide usagé should Agreed
biological control agents are to Risk assessments enable trends to be observed and future*action to be
be used: Record of reason for use targeted accordingly, including any necessary revision

e  The owner/manager and pesticide choice of the strategy.
and Workers shal-be Personal protective _
are aware of and equipment Usage should be recorded in stichha way that
implement legal EEPA records comparisons can be made-year.on year and fed back
requirements and non- Waste transfer notes into the integrated pestmanagement strategy to
legislative guidance for Discussion with the dgmonstrate that pestlmde_ usage is avoided and/or_
use of pesticides and owner/manager and mlnlmlsed. Theref_ore_, additional to the Ieg_al rc_ecordmg
biological control e requirements/(which.include product, appllcatlon rates
agents in forestry Field observation and area treatgd_), owners and managers may _flnd it
e  The owner/manager particularly in res;oect to useful to sub-divide usage according to operations.

shall keeps records of storage, application sites,
pgsnu_de usage and protective clothing, warning |!ﬂ]
biological control signs and availability of
agents as r_equ_lred by lockable boxes for transport
current legislation. of pesticides

Operators are trained and

competent, and hold

pesticide operator

certification

Adequate written

procedures, work

instructions, and other

documentation

Availability of appropriate

absorbent materials

Emergency plan.

344 a) Pesticides and biological Records of chemicals Advice to owners/managers Section b, point 3. WMU owners are required to carry

control agents shalt are only
be used if:

purchased and used
Field observation

Owners/managers are advised to seek guidance from
their certification body or group scheme manager on
any additional certification scheme requirements
relating to the use of pesticides.

out research into alternative means compared to
pesticides. This should be balanced with the amount of
pesticide they use and the size of the WMU. For small
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e  They are approved for e  Discussion with the WMU a additional cost into research might make the

forestry use by the UK owner/manager and difference between being economically viable in the
regulatory authorities workers. scheme or not.

e  They are not banned by
international

agreement, and

e  Their use is permitted
by the
owner's/manager’s
certification scheme.

b) Pesticides categorised as
Type 1A and 1B by the World
Health Organization or any
other pesticides whose use is
restricted by the
owner’'s/manager’s
certification scheme shall are
not be used unless:

. No effective and
practicable less-
hazardous alternatives
are available

e  Their use is sanctioned
using a mechanism
endorsed by the
owner’'s/manager’s
certification scheme,
and

e Any such mechanism
provides for their use to
be justified and en-the
conditionthat usage
shall-be discontinued
once effective and
are-available for
research to be carried
out into less hazardous
alternatives.

c) Pesticides whose use is
prohibited by the
owner’'s/manager’'s
certification scheme are only
used in emergency situations
or by government order, ane,in
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compliance with the
requirements of the
certification scheme.

3.45

a) Fertilisers (inorganic and
organic) shalt are only be used
where they are necessary to
secure establishment or to
correct subsequent nutrient
deficiencies.

b) Where fertilisers are to be
used the owner/manager and
workers shall-be are aware of
and shall be implementing
legal requirements and best
practice guidance for their use
in forestry.

c) No fertilisers shall-be are
applied:
. In priority habitats
e Around priority plant
species, or
e  Around veteran trees.

d) In addition, bio-solids shall
are only be used following an
assessment of environmental
impacts in accordance with
section 2.5.

e) The owner/manager shai
keeps a record of fertiliser
usage, including types, rates,
frequencies and sites of
application.

Discussion with the
owner/manager and
workers

Field observation,
particularly in respect to
storage, application sites,
protective clothing and
warning signs
Adequate written
procedures, work
instructions, and other
documentation.

Unnecessary use of fertilisers may be avoided through
the appropriate choice of species.

Where appropriate, hand application should be
preferred to aerial application particularly in sensitive
catchments.

Note that a reduction in the use of nitrogen fertilisers

considerably reduces the embedded-carbon hudget of
forestry operations.

L]

Agreed

BI5

Fencing

MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES HERE

351

Where appropriate, wildlife
management and control shat
be are used in preference to
fencing.

DiScussion with the
owner/manager
Herbivore population and
Impact surveys and risk
assessment.

Owners/managers should have a good understanding
of the herbivore and wildlife’s actual impacts and/or
the potential risk posed to planting, restocking and
natural regeneration.

This requirement is especially important in areas
where Capercaillie (Tetrao urogallus) and Black
Grouse (Tetrao tetrix) are present.

Agreed — but note that fences are still a effective way to
reduce pest damage.
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L]

materials which are best
suited for waste minimisation
and materials reduction where
they are available,
economically viable and

Distussion with the
eWwner/manager
Removal plan
Budget.

into account social, environmental and economic
impacts.

Examples of redundant materials include:
. Tree shelters
. Fencing

352 Where fences are used, they e  Field visits to verify The fence should be of a specification suitable for the Agreed — but note that this is open to interpretation and
are correctly specified, alignments chosen risk posed by those herbivore species present. as such may be difficult to audit.
maintained and their alignment | o Discussion with the
shall-be is designed to owner/manager Decisions to erect fences and their alignment should
minimise impacts on access demonstrates an take account of:

(particularly public rights of awareness of impacts of e  Landscape
way), landscape, wildlife and fence alignments and of the e  Public rights of way
historic environment sites. alternatives e  Existing users of the woodland
e  Documented policy or e  The need for fence-marking to proteet
guidelines regarding any wildlife especially woodland grouse
specific significant impacts The historic environment
e  Expert advice sought for e  The need for badger gates, tinnelS and
significant one-off fencing ladders
operations . Potential impacts of anyi.fefice on
e  Evidence of periodic displacement of herhiverés and wildlife
herbivore damage and e The need for ongding thecks for herbivore
fence condition damage or pregepee Within the fence line
assessments. and to undertakeawildlife management
where neeessary
. Thegmeed tojcheck and maintain fence lines.
Where fence cressings are provided, they should be
appropfiate,to the abilities of likely users.
LL]

3.6 Waste MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES HERE

3.6.1 Waste disposal shalt-be is in ¢ No evidence of significant Waste includes:
accordance with current waste impacts from waste e  Plastic waste including tree shelters and tree Agreed
management legislation and disposal bags
regulations. e Documented policy‘er e  Surplus chemicals

guidelines on'waste . Chemical containers
disposal including e  Fuels and lubricants.
segregation;storage,
recycling, return to
maxufagturer. I!m
3.6.2 a) The owner/manager selects | e« “Rield observation Prioritisation and timescales for removal should take Agreed
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aligned with management
objectives.

b) The owner/manager shat
prepares and implements a
prioritised plan to manage and
progressively remove
redundant materials.

e  Culvert pipes
. High seats.

3.7 Pollution MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES HERE
3.7.1 The owner/manager shall . Records of consultation Diffuse pollution may arise from: Agreed
adopts management practices with statutory environment e  Oil spills and leaks
that minimise diffuse pollution protection agencies . Cutting-chain lubricants
arising from woodland e  Field observation e  Siltation of water courses or drainsithat connect
operations. . Operational plans to water courses
. Incident response plans o Pesticide or fertiliser run-off
. Diffuse pollution risk . Smoke.
assessment in high risk
situations Biodegradable cutting-chain lubricants should be used
. Pre-operational diffuse where practicable. Practicability encompasses
pollution control plan operator health and cests‘of running machinery.
. Use of biodegradable ..
lubricants. LP”
3.7.2 Plans and equipment shal-be . Discussion with the Agreed

are in place to deal with
accidental spillages of fuels,
oils, fertilisers or other
chemicals.

owner/manager and
relevant workers
Appropriate equipment
available in the field
Written plans
Evidence of workers’
training.

4. Natural, historical and cultural environment

REQUIREMENT

EXAMPLE VERIFIERS

GUIDANCE

4.1

Statutory designated-sites-and-protected-species-nature conservation sites

MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES
HERE
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41.1 a) Areas and features of - All known areas and The system of designated sites in the UK forms a Agreed
— having features mapped representative sample of existing ECosystems within
articular significance for Field observation the landscape.
shall-be are Approval of forest plan by
identified by reference to the relevant i These areas and features of high conservation value
statutory designations at include:
national or regional level are aware of such .
and/or through assessment on sites and of plans for their .
the ground. management . or Breasiot
) For all potentially damaging
b) Adopting a— operations, awareness is .
oach, the identified areas, demonstrated of how areas | e
species and features of high will be protected and/or N
conservation value shal-be safeguarded
are maintained and, where Management plans for Priority species include:
possible, enhanced. statutory conservation N i
¢) There shall-be is ongoing ﬁ;%?:n?ggtgizwtgfnt%%g; ° EHBISEspecies v.wth rgd apd amber status
communication and/or plans ° Species Ilsteq asa prlor'lty intthe UK and/or
consultation with Condition statements from country Biodiversity Actioa’Plans.
wildlife trusts and other iﬂtzt‘;gory bodies UK Re_d List_s are lists‘af an_imals or plants naturally
relevant organisations. Discussion with the occurring within thé UK Which have been assessed
using criteriafaseden the IUCN approach. Species
d) Statutory designated sites gwner/ manager:’ are assigned ared; amber or green status, with red
shall-be are managed in emonstrates how areas status heing species of highest conservation concern
accordance with plans agreed will be safeguarded and/or | 5,4 greéfy Sfeast concern, species of high
with nature conservation enhanped . consgryation value are identified as red or amber and
agencies and shall-be are Planning documentation recéivélegal protection.
marked on maps. shows how areas will be
safeguarded and/or Identification and mapping of these features may be
enhanced Carried out on an ongoing basis, provided that it has
Pro-active approach to the \| been completed for an area prior to significant
identification of argas/and woodland management operations taking place.
features of significance.for
, appropiiate to | Where the boundaries of a designated site extend
likely biodiversity : beyond the boundary of the WMU, it may not be
possible for the owner/manager to significantly
influence or change the overall condition of the site.
L]
4.1.2 Appropriate measures shall-be Field observation Measures should include steps to protect features Agreed

are taken to protect identified
* in

accordance with plans agreed
with nature conservation

Management planning
documentation
Discussion with the
owner/manager.

such as breeding sites, resting places, core feeding
areas and display sites of priority species.
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agencies. In planning and
implementing measures within
the WMU, the owner/manager
shall takes into account the
geographic range and
ecological requirements of
priority species beyond the

boundary of the WMU.
4.2 Conservation of ancient semi-natural woodlands (ASNW) MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES
HERE
421 Field observation Ancient semi-natural woodlands are the key pfiority Agreed

ai F
shall-be is identified

by reference to published
maps and/or by assessment
on the ground.

b) Conservation values and
threats to them are identified
and evaluated.

c) Actions are prioritised using
the precautionary approach,
based on the level of threat.

d) The conservation values
are maintained and where
possible enhanced.

e) Management regimes and
targeted actions are
implemented.

Discussion with the
owner/manager
Management planning

documentation includin
relevant

management plan and
lans

inventories
Other studies
Monitoring records.

sites for woodland conservation in the UK.

Establishing the validity of the site’s statusishould not

solely rely on ancient woodland inventories.

Assessment on the ground should\take  account of:

. Soils

e  Vegetation

. Old trees

e  Historical and ar¢haeological features and
landscape implieations.

Many of thesg woads were historically managed over
a long pexiod afne’their character and conservation
value oftén‘depends on the continuation of such
management regimes. Maintenance and enhancement
of gbngepvation values often therefore requires
adoption of management regimes as well as targeted
interventions.

Management should be in accordance with the
relevant FC practice guides for semi-natural
woodlands.

B i
planting stock-irom parental-material growing in-the
pessible: Following outbreaks of pests or diseases, the

owner/manager may seek advice from relevant
i or statutory bodies.

vainte ance-o b_eel ".855 vales-often-requ es
targeted-inte ventions—Manageme ts_eud_be
semi-naturalwoodlands:
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Potentlal adverse-impacts threats may include:

Browsing by rabbits, deer and other animals
Grazing Over-grazing by livestock
Colonisation by nenp-pative species
Visitor pressure

Tree pest and diseases.

L[]

L

4.3 Management of plantations on ancient woodland sites (PAWS) MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES
HERE
43.1 e  Management planning Establishing the validity of the site’s statu ot The rewording of this section does not support

a
are identified

by reference to published
maps and/or by assessment
on the ground.

b) REMifant and conservation

features and threats to them
are identified and evaluated.

c) Restoration and

conservation opportuniti
evaluated within the con&
g

documentation

inventories

. Other studies

. Remnant and conservation
feature threat analyses

. Field observation

. Discussion with the
owner/manager.

O\

solely rely on ancient woodland inven

In evaluating, prioritising and im ing actions
owners/managers should-take of:
e  Historical and archaeo eatures and

landscape implicati(%

The potential fo ration

The relations @ h other Biodiversity features

and management objectives within
adjacent land use as a whole.

In prior%ﬂctions, particular attention should be
giver@ nant features which include:
odland specialist flora.

Trees originating from the pre-plantation stand,
such as ancient and veteran trees.

+« Old - stools and pollards

o Natural [EgEneration of site-appropriate native

trees

+ [PEEEWEEE originating from the pre-plantation
stand

e  Undisturbed woodland soil profile.

the management of the site only the ability of a
auditor to check off each item individually. The
wording in V4 covered all elements in a much
simpler format. If an extra element is needed it
could be added as a bullet point to section b.

CONSULTATION TEMPLATE -
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the WMU and wider
landscape.

d) Actions are prioritised using
ine precautionary approach

based on the value of the
remnants and the level of
threat.

e) Remnants and conservation
features are maintained and
enhanced.

f) Targeted conservation and

management actions are
implemented.

N

O native tree recruitment through thinning

A precatitionanyapproach is appropriate in most
instances even if initially no remnant features may
appear to be present. A gradual approach should be
the default where remnants are threatened. The site
should be assessed for presence of remnant features
before each significant intervention as the spread of
woodland specialist flora and natural regeneration will
change with time.

Restoration to native woodland of a type approprl@q

the site should be the primary objective where there |
potential. Opportunities to enhance edges and
topographic features, protect and enhance gempants
and restore areas of native woodland u@

Active management is likely to be r%&ﬁ to maintain
the biodiversity, environmental ral Vallies of
these sites, including where ¢ growth of

undertaken. should be carried
out in such a way tha t features are enhanced
and buffered. Nonw@ species may be retained

where they h a ecological or cultural value
(e.g. veteranftrees

Active ement in support of PAWS restoration
may i
alo thinning around veteran trees.
& Promoting native natural regeneration and

e  Thinning or creating buffers around areas of
native ground flora remnants to facilitate
their spread.

e  The protection and widening of existing and
historical open spaces such as rides, GlE0es
and riparian habitats.

e  Restocking with site-native trees and shrubs
e  Thinning and restocking plans that allow for
native tree regeneration from adjoining

ASNW.

PAWS should be actively managed to address
potential threats. These may include shading, deer
browsing, [liRGAIGW. \Woodland operations should
avoid substantial soil disturbance and damage to

Page 66 of 102

CONSULTATION TEMPLATE - Initial Revision Draft (March 2021) United Kingdom Woodland Assurance Standard Fifth Edition (version 5.0)



RN

Exploratory SilVicUlttral intervention &\elp inform
the choice of management pr @ A gradual
precautionary approach is pre%S ut in some
situations this may not be passi uch as in
unthinned and Wind-pron%5 . In such
circumstances, where , remnant features

should be bolstered beforeé*operations.

All operations within PAWS should take account of
remnant features, including ground flora, and mitigate
against damage to them.

Where complete canopy removal has occurred, it is
important to ensure a successor canopy is established
as soon as possible.

The context of the site within the WMU and wider
landscape may also inform restoration.

L[]

4.4

Protection of conservation values in other woodlands and semi-natural habitats

MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES
HERE

Page 67 of 102

CONSULTATION TEMPLATE - Initial Revision Draft (March 2021) United Kingdom Woodland Assurance Standard Fifth Edition (version 5.0)



natural habitats that have
been colonised, planted, or
incorporated into the WMU,
but which have retained their

sites and of any plans for
their management

For all potentially damaging
operations, awareness

the WMU, which may include:
. Moorland

. Peatland

. Wetland

4.4.1 a) Areas, species and features Field observation This requirement relates to woodlands other than Agreed
of conservation Vallié in other Discussion with the and PAWS (see sections 4.2 and 4.3).
woodlands shall-be are owner/manager
identified. Management planning Priority should be given to woodlands or woodland

documentation that may have retained/acquired valuable
b) The identified areas, Historical maps ecological characteristics.
species and features of Monitoring records.
conservation value shal-be Typically, these values may be found in:
are maintained and where . H
possible enhanced. e Long established woodlands of planted origin
e  Woodland relicts
c) Adverse ecological impacts .
shall-be are identified and e New woodlands.
inform management.

Positive management operations or interventions to

promote semi-natural woodland strdCtire*ay include:

e  Creating temporary and permanent open spaces
such as rides and and buffering of riparian
habitats including wher&appropriate the planting
of site native shrub édges

o Facilitating naturd!l regeheration from adjoining
semi-natural weedland

o Promoting“any,natural regeneration or existing
native tree(s)

o Planting/reéstocking of areas with site-native
broadleaves particularly where these link to
existihg semi-natural woodland or open ground
hébjtats

. Diversifying age structure within the WMU

° Promoting and creating graded edges and
transitional habitat zone with adjoining land

. Linking of open spaces with those on adjoining
land

. Promoting _ and retention of damaged
trees.

Potential adverse impacts may include:

e  Browsing by rabbits, deer and other animals

. Grazing by livestock

e Colonisation by [iVasiVe non-native species

e  Visitor pressure.

4.42 | a) Valuable small-scale semi- \WIGTKers are aware of such | This requirement relates to small-scale habitats within | Agreed
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ecological characteristics (or
have a high potential to be
restored), shall-be are
identified and enhanced,
restored or treated in a
manner that does not lead to
further degradation of their
potential for restoration.

b) Adverse ecological impacts
shall-be are identified and
inform management.

demonstrated of how areas
shall are to be protected
and/or safeguarded
Discussion with the
owner/manager
demonstrates how such
areas will be managed
Planning documentation
shows how areas will be
managed.

Heathland

Wood pasture

Grassland

Freshwater habitats such as ponds.

Appropriate management may include:

e Rides and glades containing remnant semi-
natural communities are widened and extended

e  Areas with a rich ground flora and shrub layer
are heavily thinned

. Remnants of wood pasture, veteran trees or
other ‘open-forest’ habitat are gradually,6pened
up

e Heathland, bog and other open hahitats are re-
created by premature felling without restocking

e  Maintenance of open ground around historic
environment sites.

Particular attention should bevpaid to priority habitats
and to habitats identified ins€ountry-level forest and
peatland policies.

Potential adverse impacts may include:

e  Browsing by rabbits, deer and other animals
Grazing by-fivestock

Colonisation by invasive nen-native species
Drainage

Liaek of appropriate management or grazing e.g.
development of dense scrub.

Non-native species may be retained where they have
a high ecological or cultural value.

Woodland removal to facilitate infrastructure or built
development which is not integral to the management
of the rest of the woodland cannot meet this
requirement.

See also section 2.13.2 which covers larger-scale

habitat restoration through conversion to non-forested
land.

L]

4.4.3

Areas of semi-natural habitats
shall constitute a minimum of

Management planning
documentation

These areas contribute to the minimum of 15% of the
WMU where management for conservation and

If the total area for conservation is already at
15% why does the area of semi-natural habitat
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5% 10% of the WMU. Where
existing habitats or restored
i features comprise
less than 5% 10% of the
WMU, the owner/manager

shall takes action to convert
other areas to more

. Field observation.

enhancement of biodiversity is the primary objective,
as identified in section 2.11.1.

Preference should be given to restoring to
RatlralWoodiand unless there are clear
gains to be made by restoring to open habitats.

Where restoration to an open ground habitat is
chosen, preference should be given to locating this
adjacent to similar habitat within the WMU or on tie
boundary of the WMU to optimise benefits.

Within the spirit of continual improvement,
opportunities to create further areas of semi-nattral
habitat and their positive managemensheutd be
under continual review as opportunijiies asse through
felling and restocking programmes, réading, drainage
and other works.

need to increase from 5 to 10%. Spaces within
WMU are at a premium, and this requirement
adds extra pressure for no real benefit.

4.5 Watershed management and erosion control MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES
HERE
45.1 a) Areas and features of e  Records of consultation Situationsrwhere ferest woodland management is Agreed
critical importance for e  Management planning eritical for watershed management or erosion control
watershed management or documentation arerelatively rare; and are likely to be identified during
erosion control shall-be are e Monitoring records consultation processes.
identified in consultation with e Licences or consents.
relevant Further information is available in UKFS guidelines on
soils and water.
b) Where critically important
areas or features are
identified, their management mﬂl
shall-be is agreed with the
relevant statutory bodies.
4.6 Maintenance of biodiversity and ecological functions MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES
HERE
4.6.1 | NatUrallfesenes shat: . ( Management planning Where a WMU is made up of more than one Agreed

. Be Are located where
they will deliver the
greatest
benefit

documentation including
maps
e  Field observation.

woodland, the owner/manager should locate natural
reserves where they will deliver greatest biodiversity
benefit, rather than necessarily in every individual
woodland.
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e  Constitute a proportion
of the WMU equivalent
to at least 1% of the
plantation area and 5%
of the semi-natural
woodland area.

There should be no loss of existing natural reserves.

Areas managed as natural reserves within the areas
identified by sections 4.1-4.5 may fulfil this
requirement.

These areas contribute to the minimum of 15% of the
WMU where management for conservation and
enhancement of biodiversity is the primary objective,
as identified in section 2.11.1.

L]

4.6.2 Long-term retentions and/or Management planning Where a WMU is made up of more than‘ene Agreed
areas managed under lower= documentation including woodland, the owner/manager should locate long-term
impact silvicultural systems maps retentions or LISS areas where'they Will deliver
(LISS) shall constitute a Field observation. greatest biodiversity benefit, ratherthan necessarily in
minimum of 1% of the WMU. every individual woodlands
Where this is impracticable, an
additional minimum 1% of Areas managed as long-term retentions and/or LISS
natural reserve shall-be is within the areas idéntified by sections 4.1-4.5 may fulfil
identified. this requirement.
These aréas contribute to the minimum of 15% of the
WMU whereymanagement for conservation and
enharicement of biodiversity is the primary objective,
asJdentified in section 2.11.1.
4.6.3 The owner/manager shall Field observation This requirement applies in WMUs where there are Agreed

plans and takes action to
maintain continuity of veteran
tree habitat by:
e  Keeping existing
veteran trees, and
. Managing or
establishing suitable
trees to eventually take
the place of existing
veterans.

Harvesting contracts
Discussion with the
owner/manager and
workers

If there is a cenflict-with
safety, the issues have
been documented
Management planning
documentation.

existing veteran trees.

Owners/managers of WMUs without veteran trees may
choose to promote future veteran trees, as part of their
wider management to maintain and/or enhance
biodiversity value.

Actions may include:

. Freeing from shading and/or competition

. Pollarding younger trees or lopping older trees to
prolong their life

. Protection of the root zone during operations.

Careful management can ensure that veteran Veteran
tree management does sheuld not conflict with safety
of the public or workers.
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L]

4.6.4

a) The owner/manager shal
plans and takes action to
accumulate a diversity of both
standing and fallen deadwood
over time in all wooded parts
of the WMU, including felled
areas.

b) The owner/manager shail
identify-identifies areas where
deadwood is likely to be of
greatest nature conservation
benefit, and shall plans and
takes action to accumulate
large dimension standing and
fallen deadwood and
deadwood in living trees in
those areas.

Field observation
Harvesting contracts
Discussion with the
owner/manager and
workers

If there is a conflict with
safety or woodland health,
the issues have been
documented
Management planning
documentation.

The owner/manager should refer to deadwood
guidance produced by relevant statutory conservation
agencies, forestry authorities and others when
identifying areas of greatest nature conservation
benefit and when planning actions to accumulate
deadwood.

Current evidence suggests that, over the long term,
deadwood (not including stumps, which are usually
retained after felling) should accumulate to roughly
20 m3 per hectare averaged — though not énifarmly
distributed — across the WMU.

In most hectares there should be,a fewjstanding and
fallen stems contributing to the overall"deadwood
provision.

Deadwood management should not conflict with safety
of the public or workets orthe health of the woodland.

Actions may includes:

e Keepingistanding dead trees and snags

o  Keeping and protecting old and/or previously
pollarded trees alive through appropriate
management

e <. Only harvesting windblow when it is of significant
value unless more than 3 m3ha is blown and
sufficient deadwood is already accumulating on
site

e  Keeping naturally fallen trees or major branches

e When thinning or clearfelling, and where safe to
do so, creating shags and providing fallen
deadwood where insufficient has already
accumulated.

The accumulation of deadwood throughout a rotation
provides for greater continuity of the full range of
deadwood habitat types.

The most valuable areas within which to develop
deadwood habitats are where linkages can be made
with existing deadwood habitats to develop ecological
connectivity over time; these areas include:

o  Wood pasture/parklands

e  Ancient semi-natural woodland with veteran trees

Agreed
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e  Long-term retentions and natural reserves
. Riparian or wet woodland.

Retained deadwood should be matched to the
requirements of those species likely to be important on
the site. Habitat diversity is improved by having:

. Stems of greater than 20 cm diameter,
particularly large dimension timber from native
species

. Snags at variable height

e  Arange of tree/shrub species at varying stages
of decay and in a variety of light conditions

e  Deadwood in living trees.

See also section 5.2.1 in relation to mitigation of risks
to public health and safety.

L]

4.7

Maintenance of local native seed

sources

MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES
HERE

4.7.1

a) In woodlands identified in
sections 4.1-4.4, where
appropriate and possible,
owners/managers shall use
natural regeneration or
planting stock from parental
material growing in the local
native seed zone (native
species).

b) In ancient and other semi=
natural woodland, preference
is given to natural
regeneration;; where natural
regeneration this is
insufficient, planting stock from
‘source-identified’ stands in
the local native seed zone
shall-be is used if it is
available. If timber quality is_anh
objective of the planting, the
use of stock deriving from

. Seed and plant supply
invoices and other relevant
records

. Evidence of efforts to
identify planting stock from
source-identified stands in
the local native seed zone.

Natural regeneration does not always
produce good timber trees and it is worth

noting that seed supply from native seed
zones that also have good timber potential
can be difficult to achieve. If the aim of the
woodland is commercial hardwood timber
then it should be allowed that the seed may
be sourced from suitable timber parent
native trees that may be outside of the
native seed zone (a guidance note to
sources first from the local seed zone then
further a field could be added).
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selected stands within the
local native seed zone shall-be
is considered appropriate.

Shooting is carried out
sustainably and in accordance

4.8 Cultural-and-histerical-features/sites-Protection of cultural and historic environment sites MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES
HERE
4.8.1 a) Through engagement with e Any known features Agreed with open communication and forward
the relevant statutory mapped and/or planning, however the burden to maintain
agencies, documented communications once the plan is in place and
and other *  Discussion with the under way should be jointly held by both WMU
; and using other owner/manager and the relevant organisations
relevant sources of demonstrates rationale for g '
information, the management of relevant
owner/manager shal: sites
e ldentify Identifies sites e Records of consultation
and features of special with ,
and historical and interest
significance, groups to identify features
e  Assesses their e  Documented plans.
condition, identifies
potential threats, and
e  Adopting a
ﬂvises and
implements measures
to maintain and/or
enhance them
. Maintains ongoing
communication and/or
consultation with
statutory bodies, local
authority archaeology
services, and other
relevant organisations.
b) Statutory designated sites
are managed in accordance
with plans agreed with historic
environment agencies and are
marked on maps.
4.9 Game, shooting and fisheries management MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES
HERE
4.9.1 Gamerearing-andrelease; e’ Field observation The wording in V4 easily covered all the
i ishing shall-be e  Relevant permissions and

leases

elements, why is there is need to separate out
these to their own sub sections.
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with the spirit of codes of
practice produced by relevant
organisations.

Discussion with the
owner/manager/responsible
person demonstrates
awareness of the law and
good practice

Discussion with interested
parties

Permissions from statutory
bodies where these are
required

Membership of a sporting
and conservation
organisation.

UKWAS recognises FISA as the relevant
organisation for safety within forestry. UKWAS
could recognise specific organisation /s for game
management. If this was such we would then be
able to follow their lead in areas such as game
release pens and non-toxic shot. The Code of
Good Shooting Practice is endorsed by the main
shooting organisations.

4.9.2 a) Game rearing and release Field observation Agreed with point A
are carried out sustainably and Relevant permissions and Disagree with point B — Depending on the size of
in accordance with the spirit of leases the WMU and the size of the high conservation
codes of practice produced by Discussion with the value area it could be forcing game release pens
relevant organisations. owner/manager/responsible to be moved a considerable distance. Pens need
b) Game release pens are g@g&%gs&;ﬁtﬁf\; and to be located in the right spots to be affective.
located outside areas of [igh good practice Best practice aIready insists that pens are
conservation value. Discussion with interested moved to prevent build up of pests and diseases
parties in the immediate area.
Permissions from statutory High conservation areas are listed in 4.1.1
bodies where these are however it could be argued that a National Park
required or ANOB is also a high conservation area. If this
Membership of a sporting was to be the case it would have a large
and conservation damaging impact on the financial ability of the
organisation. WMU owner to manage the site. Many WMU are
part of shooting estates, and often the woodland
areas are the only ones not on agricultural
tenancies. If this requirement prevented game
pens in the WMU, the owner would be forced to
choose between premium timber prices and
game shooting. Section B should be removed.
493 Fishing and associated Fiéld,6bservation Agreed

activities are carried out
sustainably and in accordance
with the spirit of codes of
practice produced by relevant
organisations.

Relevant permissions and
|eases

Discussion with the
owner/manager/responsible
person demonstrates
awareness of the law and
good practice
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Discussion with interested
parties

Permissions from statutory
bodies where these are
required

Membership of a sporting
and conservation
organisation.

494

Non-toxic ammunition is used
in all shooting activities.

Sporting leases,
agreements and licences
stipulate the use of non-
toxic ammunition.

Disagree, this requirement should be removed.
See comments in section 2.12.1 as well.

This would prevent the use of air rifles and rim
fire rifles used in the control of grey squirrels and
rabbits. If we followed BASCs intention to phase
out lead by 2025 rather than 2023 then it would
allow more time for alternatives to be found.
Currently there are no alternative ammunition
types for air and rim fire rifles.

5. People, communities and workers

REQUIREMENT

EXAMPLE VERIFIERS

GUIDANCE

51 Public access rights, permissive uses, MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES
HERE
5.1.1 There is compliance with Access rights include publicfights ofway through or Agreed

public aGEess legislation.

beside the wood.

In Scotland:

The Land Reform (Scotland) Act (2003) provides for
responsible access on foot, cycle or horse and also for
responsible management of access by landowners
and managers.

The Scottish Outdoor Access Code provides guidance
on responsible behaviour of those taking and
managing access together with circumstances where
access may be restricted.

In addition, supplementary guidance is published on
specific aspects such as events and core paths.
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In England and Wales:

dunderthe The Countryside and Rights of Way Act
2000 (CROW) provides for the voluntary dedication of
woodland for public access.

512

a) PEfmissive uses authorised

by the owner/manager and
traditional rights Existing

crthomeeedbndenallbe are
identified and sustained
except when such uses can be
shown to threaten the integrity
of the woodland or the
achievement of the objectives
of management.

b) A precautionary approach
shall-be is adopted in relation
to water supplies.

Documentation or maps of
all existing permissive and
traditional uses of the
woodland

Discussion with interested
parties

Field observation of -
rights of way

Evidence presented to
justify any restriction of
permissive or traditional
uses.

Permissive and-traditional uses include:

. Permissive - routes

. Formal or informal community use.

Permissive routes can be clased,annually to maintain
their permissive status.

IFECIEGRANGHRE inclUde:

. De facto access to well-known landmarks

. Gathering fruit'er fungi by the public for their own
consumption‘'where this does not jeopardise the
achievement of objectives (having
regardto codes of good practice)

o _ (Water supplies.

Traditional uses that exploit the woodland resource
(e«0. peat cutting) should be carried out at a traditional

scale in order to minimise negative impacts on the

biodiversity or i of the WMU.

‘Integrity’ refers principally to maintaining the
maintepanee of the woodland.

Woodland owners/managers should identify and
contact water supply organisations and owners of
private water supplies prior to undertaking significant
operations.

L]

Agreed

5:1:3

a) There shall-be is Erovision

for some public subject
only to limited exemptions.

Field observation to confirm
that access is available

Woodlands containing or adjoining notable historic
environment or ecological features or in urban areas
may attract large numbers of visitors even to small

Disagree — public access can have potentially
negative affects on forest soils, such as
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b) Where there is a special
demand for further public
access or community use-fer

the purpose-of environmental
education, the owner/manager
shall makes reasonable efforts
to meet this demand.

Ws show publicrights ot

and/or core paths
through or beside the wood
Evidence of publicised
annual open days or guided
walks
Lease, licence or
management agreement
with community group for
use or part-use of the
woodland

Access aﬁreements with

Evidence that account has
been taken of local demand
Evidence from consultation
with
Records of publicised
annual open days or guided
walks, school visits or
research undertaken in the
woodland
Evidence of access
provision, path
maintenance, conservation
management (particularly in
regard to visitor erosion)
and interpretation at
significant and
assets
Public consultation records.

properties. This presents an opportunity to promote
public and community access and/or educate visitors
about the multiple benefits of

The owner/manager should take into account, and
should seek professional advice on, necessaryssafety
and insurance provisions.

Support and advice may be available fer sustainable
access and community use includingedteational visits
and studies.

Unlike Scotland, there is no statutory right of general
access to woodland in Englanti¥Wales and Northern
Ireland thus emphasising, the/Jlallié of allowing some
public access.

Public acces§, otherthan on public rights of way, may
be restricted M,ceftain situations. In Scotland these
are cle@riyadefined in the Scottish Outdoor Access
Code I he following example situations could be
applied h-England, Wales and Northern Ireland:

o, \, Woodland within the curtilage of houses and
gardens, and non-residential buildings and
associated land

. Land next to a forest school

. Land developed and in use for recreation and
where the exercise of access rights would
interfere with such use

. Places such as telecommunication sites, working
guarries and construction sites

e  Visitor attractions or other places which charge
for entry.

Access may be restricted on a temporary basis:

e  For the safe management of forest operations
including timber harvesting and tree felling
operations, where chemicals are being applied
for forest management purposes, and during the
construction and maintenance of forest roads
and infrastructure

compaction. It is the woodland manger / owners
duty to protect the woodland including its soil.
Also as interest in woodland access increases
(as shown in lockdown 2020) the amount of
disturbance to wildlife will increase.

Section B is open to so much interpretation that
its dangerous. The phrase for community use is
very different to the earlier text. Many woodland
owners already host educational groups when
asked, but to changing to community use has
potentially more damaging effects than positive
ones. This element was very unpopular with
members from South England. This section is
likely to prevent new members joining the
scheme.

The earlier wording of V4 was fine.
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. For areas of the woodland that contain sites,
species or features that would be particularly
vulnerable to disturbance

. During organised events where they are not
compatible with continued safe access
. In order to ensure public safety.
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responds constructively to
complaints, seeks to resolve

Discussion with _
parties

A complaints process

5.2 Minimising adverse impacts MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES
HERE
521 The owner/manager shall No evidence of legal non- Example$ ofimpacts include: Agreed — this would be covered under the
mitigates the risks to public compliance e (Public safety and BEeess implications of Owners Liability Act 1984.
health and safety and other Evidence that complaints woodland operations
negative impacts of woodland have been dealt with o\ \Timber traffic, particularly in and around the
operations on constructively woodland
Documented evidence that, | ¢  Natural hazards to NOTKers and the public, e.g.
owners/managers have hazardous trees especially those infected with
considered actual,and Ash dieback (Hymenoscyphus fraxineus)
potential impacts _of . Smoke
operations orvlocal'people e Management of hazards caused by visitor use.
and interest groups‘and
have taken steps to
mitigate them ° mﬂl
Use of risk"assessment and
site management with
safety signs and diversions
around active operational
sites.
5.2.2 The owner/manager shall

Agreed
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grievances through
engagement with
complainants in the first
instance, and follows
established legal process
should this become

A public contact point.

necessary.
5.3 Rural Local economy MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES
HERE
5.31 Trhoemoov:gs;Lngai;]{aeger;tsiona of Evid(ince IOf: st market Promotion of integration into the local economy.may What is local? Could a WMU manager be held
P 1€ Integ ¢ rocalor specialist marke be achieved by: up during an audit for using a contractor who is
woodlands into the local opportunities ) - .
economy by: «  Promoting and encouraging | ® Allowing local or specialist markets oppottunities | based further away than another? Or does every
e  Making the best use of enterprises to strengthen to purchase small-scale or specialfstgarcels operation need to be tend.e.red for to show that
the woodland's and diversify the local «  Promoting and encouraging erterprises which will | there was equal opportunities?
potential products and economy strengthen and diversify the'woodland economy
services consistent with | «  Provision for local and the local economy
other_do_bje::tlvels | employment and suppliers. | Making equitable provisionfor local employment
¢ PT%V' Ing ?)(I:a REGRE for contractors andssuppliers to provide services
with equitable and supplies and'making this known.
opportunities for
employment and to
supply goods and The woodland’s potential products include hon=wood
services. forest products nren-timberwoodland-products-and
recreationalactivities.
An‘example of how the owner/manager might help to
diversify the processing industry is that a proportion of
timber parcels are advertised and sold by open tender
or auction.
Reference to country forestry strategies and
engagement with local woodland and community
forest initiatives or networks may highlight
opportunities to fulfil this requirement.
5.4 Health and safety [N.B. The revision working group is giving further thought to requirements on H&S.] MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES
HERE
5.4.1 (a) There shall-be is: . Field observation that This requirement relates to anyone on the work site, Q. The revision working group is giving further thought

» Compliance with health and
safety legislation

» Conformance with
associated codes of practice
» Conformance with FISA:
guidance.

Realth and safety legislation
and codes of practice are
being implemented
Discussion with workers
demonstrates that they are
aware of relevant

including workers (see glossary definition), volunteers
and members of the public.

Advice to owners/managers
With respect to health and safety, it is important for
owners/managers to be aware of their legal

to requirements on H&S. Do you have suggestions?

The UK has robust H&S legislation with active
industry best practice guidance. Further
requirements by UKWAS seem unnecessary.
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(b) There shall-be are
contingency plans for any
accidents.

(c) There shall-be is
appropriate competency. o

requirements and have
access to appropriate FISA
guidance, codes of practice
and welfare provisions
Contracts specifying health
and safety requirements
Records maintained and up
to date (e.g. accident book,
site risk assessments,
chemical record book, tree
safety reports)

System to ensure that
anyone working in the
woodland has had relevant
instruction in safe working
practice and that the
appropriate number has
had training in basic first aid
and, where relevant, holds
a certificate of competence
Procedure for monitoring
compliance with safety
requirements (written for
larger organisations) and
for dealing with situations
where safety requirements
are not met

Documented health and
safety policy and
consideration of issues in
all procedures and work
instructions

Evidence of a systematic
approach to accident
prevention.

responsibilities in regard to fulfilling one or more of the
relevant management roles as described in FISA
guidance.

See FISA Guidance listed in the appendix of
references.

LU

55 Training and continuing development MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES
HERE
5.5.1 | All workers including e  Copies of‘appropriate Where requirements of the work are likely to change, a | Agree with the section when taken as workers —
volunteers shall have certificatés of competence programme of ongoing training and development disagree with adding volunteers. Volunteers by
appropriate qualifications, . Riscussion with workers should be undertaken. their very nature are different to employees. In
training and/or experience to . System to ensure that only

carry out their roles in
conformance to the
requirements of this standargy
unless working under proper

workers who are
appropriately trained or
supervised work in the
woodland

Where volunteers work on a site, they are treated

commensurately with employees.

some areas such as provision of welfare units
then that could constitute a basic human need,
and as such they are treated the same. It is
agreed that volunteers should be suitably trained
to undertake the work asked, and that the WMU
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superyvision if they are
currently undergoing training.

No evidence of workers
without relevant training,
experience or qualifications
working in the woodland
Documented training
programme for employees
and/or volunteers

Training records for all
employees

Copy of volunteering policy.

manager can evidence that training. However it
is not for the WMU manager to provide the
training required for volunteers, unless they wish
to do so. The new guidance on
‘commensurately’ would apply to travel
expenses among others things. Many
organisations use volunteers to help with low
level work and keep costs down, the new
guidance has the potential to put the WMU
manager off using volunteers and as such
elements such as plastic tree guard removal will
have a much higher cost and this adds to the
financial burden on the site.

5.5.2

T i

promote training; and
encourage and support new
recruits to the industry.

Documented policy
Involvement with industry
bodies promoting training,
including

Records of training
sessions, provision of sites
for training, subsidies
funding for training courses.

Promotion of training may be achievedithrough:

e  Providing sites for training,courses

. Offering subsidies funding, for training courses

e  Graduate training oppottunities, apprenticeships
or sponsorships.

Owners/managers@fsmall-medium enterprises should
also considergfometing training and development
opportunitiest

Owner/ménagers should promote equality so that all
workers,are able to access and enjoy the same
recruitment, training, development and promotional
opportunities.

Agreed

5.6

Workers’ rights [N.B. The revisio

n working group is giving further thou

ght to requirements on Workers’ Rights.]

MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES
HERE

5.6.1

a) There shallbe is
compliance with werkers’
equality legislation.

b) There is no use of child
labour except as permitted

under employment legislation.

c) There is compliance with
modern slavery legislation.

bd) Workers shall are not'se
deterred from joining a trade

Discussion with workers
Documented polici€s.

UK equality legislation provides protection against
discrimination, harassment and victimisation.
Protected characteristics include age, disability,
gender reassignment, marriage and civil partnership,
pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or belief, sex,
and sexual orientation.

Owner/managers should promote equality, so that all
workers are able to access and enjoy the same
rewards, resources and opportunities.

Owner/managers should promote flexible working
practices.

Q. The revision working group is giving further thought
to requirements on Workers’ Rights. Do you have
suggestions?

The UK has a strong history of workers rights
with robust legislation to support it. Breaking this
section down into multiple sub sections gives
auditors the opportunity to award more non-
compliance for the same section. Section g
refers to minimum wages, often within forestry
wages are above the national levels due to the
low numbers of skilled workers available.
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union or employee
association.

ce) Direct employees shal-be
are permitted to negotiate
terms and conditions,
including grievance
procedures, collectively should
they so wish.

df) Workers shall have
recourse to mechanisms for
resolving grievances which
meet the requirements of
statutory codes of practice.

eg) Wages paid to workers
shall meet or exceed the
statutory national living wage.

The statutory national living wage is defined in national
minimum wage regulations. The owner/manager may
choose to pay wages that are higher than the statutory
national living wage, for example a voluntary living
wage such as that calculated by the Living Wage
Foundation.

LU

workers shall-be are covered
by adequate public liability and
employer’s liability insurance.

Self-insurance with a policy
statement.

5.7 Insurance MAKE CONSULTATION COMMENTS / NOTES
HERE
5.7.1 The owner/manager and e Insurance documents Agreed
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Glossary of terms

Access (for public)

Accreditation service

Ancient semi-natural woodland (ASNW)
Ancient woodland
Ancient woodland site

Appropriate Assessment

Area of Special Scientific Interest (ASSI)

Biodiversity

Biological control agent

Brash mats

Broadleaves

Buffer

Refers to woodland and its associated land open to the public for
recreational or educational use (sometimes subject to charges).

An authoritative body which evaluates and recognises the competence of
bodies to certify that woodland management conforms to the specific
requirements of the UK Woodland Assurance Standard. Accreditation
Services International (ASI) and the United Kingdom Accreditation Service
(UKAS) both provide an accreditation service in the UK. Those bodies which
are accredited are referred to as certification bodies.

See Woodland.
See Woodland.
See Woodland.

Appropriate Assessment (AA) is the process and documentation associated
with the statutory requirement under the EU Habitats and Species Directive.

A designated site providing statutory protection for the/best examples of the
flora, fauna, or geological or physiographical features of Northern Ireland.
ASSis also underpin other national and internatiohal nature conservation
designations.

The variety of ecosystems and living organisms (species), including genetic
variation within species.

A living organism used to eliminate’or regulate the population of another
living organism. Their useean play an important role in an integrated pest
management strategy.

Cut branches spread,along the route where forest machinery will be driving
to reduce soil damage:

Broadleaved treesvare characterised by their broad leaves and most are
deciduous=They produce 'hardwood' timber.

Also,seeConifers.

An area of non-invasive trees or other land use of sufficient width to protect
semi-natural woodland from significant invasion by seed from a nearby non-
native source.

MAKE CONSULIAJI®@N COMMENTS / NOTES HERE

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

A buffer is more than this. It can relate to many aspects of forestry
operations.
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Carbon balance

Certification body

Certification scheme

Chain-of-custody certification

Clearfelling

Compliance

Conformance

Conifers

Coppice

Coppice with standards

[Text not yet fully defined — expert opinion to be sought]

The carbon balance is an expression of whether over time the store of
carbon in an ecosystem is increasing, decreasing or in equilibrium.

This is determined by a process of identifying and quantifying the amount of
carbon, expressed as CO, equivalent, added to or removed from the WMU'’s
vegetation and soils due to natural and human activity. A positive carbon
balance indicates that carbon is being accrued whilst a negative carbon
balance indicates that carbon is being lost.

A body which is accredited by an accreditation service to certify (by giving
written assurance) that woodland management conforms to the specific
requirements of the UK Woodland Assurance Standard. Also sometimes
referred to as a conformity assessment body.

A scheme that establishes a set of standards and processes that'govern a
system to verify that its standards (e.g. for sustainable forest management
and chain-of-custody) are met and thereby provide assurance,tojeustomers
and stakeholders.

Chain-of-custody certification is a traceability system,that ensures that
certified products come from a well-managed sour€e. The chain starts at the
forest and is maintained through every link of/the chain through to the end
user.

Cutting down of an area of woodland (if itis‘within a larger area of woodland
it is typically a felling greater than 0.25"ha).\Sometimes a scatter or small
clumps of trees may be left standing within the felled area.

In the context of this certification standard, the term ‘compliance’ refers to
meeting legal requirements.

In the context of this certification standard, the term ‘conformance’ refers to
meeting the requirements)of the certification standard.

Coniferous trees @rescharacterised by their needle or scale-like leaves and
most are evergreen=They produce ‘softwood’ timber.

Also see Broadleaves.

Management based on regeneration by regrowth from cut stumps (coppice
stools)» The same stool is used through several cycles of cutting and re-
growth.

Also see Short rotation coppice.

Coppice with a scatter of trees of seedling or coppice origin, grown on a long
rotation to produce larger-sized timber and to regenerate new seedlings to
replace worn out stools.

This term should not be used in guidance until a agreed definition is
in place. What time period would be used? Different silvicutlure
methods for the same species in different locations will have a very
different balance. Also the testing for soil carbon is not within the
daily practices of a WMU manager, samples are collected and sent
away. In order to get a true picture then samples may be required
annually at great expense.

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed
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COSHH
Coupe

Cultural features

Deadwood

Diffuse pollution

Drainage

Ecological integrity

Ecosystem

Ecosystem services

Endemic Species

Environmental and social risk assessment

Environmental appraisal

Environmental impact assessment

Environmental values

Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations.
An area of woodland that has been or is planned for clearfelling.

Historic environment sites, historic buildings and heritage landscapes
including ancient woodlands.

All types of wood that are dead including whole or wind-snapped standing
trees, fallen branch wood and stumps, decaying wood habitats on living trees
such as rot holes, dead limbs, decay columns in trunks and limbs, and wood
below the ground as roots or stumps.

Diffuse pollution comes from non-point source, widespread activities in the
forest environment. Of particular relevance to woodland operations are oil
spills and leaks, cutting-chain lubricants, siltation of water-courses, pesticide
or fertiliser run-off and smoke.

An operation to remove excess water from an area in a controlled way. in
woodlands, drains are usually open, unlined channels.

The health and vitality of the woodland’s physical and biologieal components.

A community of plants and animals (including humans)interacting with each
other and the forces of nature.

The benefits people obtain from ecosystems. ;ThesesinClude:
e  provisioning services such as food, forest products and water
. regulating services such as regulation of floods, drought, land
degradation, air quality, climate and, disease
e supporting services such as soil formation and nutrient cycling; and
e cultural services and culturalvalues such as recreational, spiritual,
religious and other nonématerial benefits.

A species (or distinct sph:Species) naturally occurring and confined to a
specific geographical area or country. For the purposes of this standard this
is the British Isles/Great Britain and the island of Ireland).

[Text not yet defined]

Genetic term for the process of assessing the impact of plans or operations
oh,the environment.

Environmental impact assessment (EIA) is the process and documentation
associated with the statutory requirement under the EU Environmental
Assessment Directive.

The following set of elements of the biophysical and human
environment:

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed — but could include single trees with cultural value.

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Terms without defined meaning should not be included in the final
draft

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed
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Felling licence

FEPA
FISA

Forest

Forest management unit (FMU)

Forest resilience

Forestry

Forestry authority(ies)

Forestry leaseholder

Game

General Licences

Ecosystem functions (including carbon sequestration and storage)
Biological diversity

Water resources

Soils

Atmosphere

Landscape values (including cultural and spiritual values).

The actual worth attributed to these elements depends on human and
societal perceptions.

Licence issued by the relevant forestry authority to permit trees to be felled.
With certain exceptions it is illegal to fell trees without prior approval.

Food and Environment Protection Act 1985.
Forest Industry Safety Accord.

Synonymous with woodland.

See Woodland.

Synonymous with woodland management unit.

See Woodland management unit (WMU).

The ability of a forest system to recover from shortiterm disturbances or to
adapt to long-term changes, such as climate change, pests or diseases,
while retaining or recovering the same basic\structure and ways of
functioning. Resilience should be considered in both ecological and
economic terms.

The science and art of managing woodlands.

The competent body with responsibility for the regulation of forestry in each
country of the United Kingdom: Forestry Commission (in England),
Department of Agrieultureland Rural Development/Northern Ireland Forest
Service, Scottish Ferestry Commission-Seotland and Welsh
Government/Natural Resources Wales or their successor bodies.

The holder 6f«aforest lease that grants control over the management of
forestry operations.

Animals;“either wild or reared, managed for hunting or shot for food.

Geperal licences are permissive licences, meaning that users do not need to
apply for them, but they must comply with their terms and conditions.

They allow users to kill or take certain species for defined purposes such as
preventing serious damage to certain commodities e.g. livestock and crops,
for the purposes of conserving wild birds, plants and animals, or for public
health and safety reasons.

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed
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Genotype

Glade

Greenhouse gases

Group selection

High conservation value

Historic environment

Horticultural

Interested parties

International agreement

Invasive (species)

IUCN Red List

Landscape level
Landscape unit

Large enterprise

The genetic constitution of an organism, as contrasted with its expressed
characteristics which are known as the phenotype.

Small area of open ground which forms an integral part of the woodland.

Gases that trap heat in the earth’s atmosphere and cause warming that
disrupts the world’s climate. These include carbon dioxide, methane and
nitrous oxides.

A method of managing irregular stands in which regeneration is achieved by
felling trees in small groups.

Areas and features of ecological and biodiversity interest identified in
sections 4.1-4.3 and 4.5.

Several thousand years of human activity has contributed to the landscape
of the UK that we experience today. The surviving elements of the pasttake
many forms, including ancient woods and forests, veteran trees, eafthworks,
ruined structures and features buried below ground. Together these
elements provide a rich source of information about past societiesvand how
they used and managed the land including their woods and.forests.

In relation to section 2.13.3 on Christmas trees: intensive,preduction on a
small or large scale in a setting that cannot reasonably‘be considered to be a
forest or woodland.

People directly affected by or who have a significant interest in the woodland
being managed.

An agreement under international lawentered into by sovereign states and
international organisations which may also be known as a treaty, protocol,
covenant, convention, exchang€™of letters, etc. It provides a means for willing
parties to assume obligations‘among themselves, and a party that fails to live
up to their obligations can be heldfiable under international law. The Foreign
& Commonwealth Office’s ‘UK Treaties Online’ database on fco.gov.uk lists
those involving the UK

Introduced non-native species which spread readily and dominate native
species.

ThedUCN'Red List of Threatened Species is widely recognised as the most
comprehensive, objective global approach for evaluating the conservation
status ‘of plant and animal species. It provides a global context for the
establishment of conservation priorities at the local level.

The level of the landscape unit.
An area of broadly homogeneous landscape character.

An organisation with at least 250 employees.

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed
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http://www.fco.gov.uk/

Local Authority

Local people

Long-term retention

Lop and top

Low-intensity managed woodland

Lower-impact silvicultural systems (LISS)

Management planning documentation

See Statutory body.

Anyone living or working in the vicinity who has an interest in the woodland.
It is intentional that this term is not more closely defined, and the wider public
is not excluded. It is particularly difficult to be precise about how local people
are to be contacted or consulted. In some situations, it would be appropriate
for this simply to mean those living beside the woodland (e.g. concerning
noise disturbance). In other cases (such as using local services), a much
wider geographical area will be appropriate. If there is difficulty in identifying
local contacts, then the elected representatives should be the first choice.

Individual, stable stands and clumps of trees retained for environmental
benefit significantly beyond the age or size generally adopted by the
woodland enterprise.

Woody debris from cutting operations, sometimes converted into chippihgs.

Woodland management units are classed as being managed ima‘low-
intensity manner when:

a) the rate of timber harvesting is less than 20% of the/mean annual
increment (MAI) within the total production woodland area of the unit

AND
either

b) the annual harvest from the totalproduction woodland area is less than
5,000 cubic metres

or

c) the average annualgimber harvest from the total production woodland is
less than 5,000 m3/year.during the period of validity of the certificate as
verified by harvest reports and surveillance audits.

Note: wheresWWoodland Management Unit-specific estimates of mean annual
increment are unavailable or impracticable, regional estimates of growth
rates for specific woodland types may be used.

Silvicultural systems including group selection, shelterwood or under-
planting, small coupe felling, coppice or coppice with standards, continuous
caver forestry, minimum intervention and single tree selection systems which
are suitable for windfirm conifer woodlands and most broadleaved
woodlands.

See Woodland management plan.

Agreed

Local is a difficult topic, and as it features in 5.3.1. it needs a clear
definition.

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agree to the inclusion of CCF
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Minimum intervention

National Nature Reserve (NNR)

Native (species)

Natural conditions

Natural reserve

Non-timber woodland products (NTWP)

Non-toxic ammunition

Non-Wood Forest Products (NWFP)
Open space
Origin (of seed)

Owner/manager

PAWS

Management with no systematic felling or planting of trees. Operations
normally permitted are fencing, control of exotic plant species and vertebrate
pests, maintenance of paths and rides and safety work.

A designated site containing examples of some of the most important natural
and semi-natural terrestrial and coastal ecosystems, managed to conserve
their habitats or to provide special opportunities for scientific study of the
habitats, communities and species represented within them. In addition, they
may be managed to provide public recreation that is compatible with their
natural heritage interests.

A species that has arrived and inhabited an area naturally, without deliberate
assistance by man, or would occur had it not been removed through past
management. For trees and shrubs in the UK this is usually taken to mean
those species present after post-glacial recolonisation and before historical
times. Some species are only native in particular regions. Differences in
characteristics and adaptation to conditions occur more locally hence the
term 'locally native'.

Native species, associations of native species and other environmental
values that are typical of the locality.

Natural reserves are predominantly wooded, usually mature and intended to
reach biological maturity. They are permanently idehtified and in locations
which are of particularly high wildlife interest of potential. They are managed
by minimum intervention unless alternative interventions have higher
conservation or biodiversity value.

Any firearm ammunition, bullet'er shot made of metals other than lead.

Non-wood forest product§jinclude plants or parts of plants, bark, sap, moss,
fungi, fruits, seeds and ndtsy honey, venison and other animal products. Also
known as non-timbehforest products (NTFP).

In a woodland this includes streams, ponds and well laid-out roads and rides.

The originahnatural genetic source of those trees which are native to the site.

The,persen or entity holding or applying for certification and therefore
responsible for demonstrating conformance to this standard. This may be a
forestry leaseholder.

Plantation on ancient woodland site.

See Woodland.

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed, but state that this is not a complete list

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed
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Peatland

Permissive (access/use)

Pesticide

Plantation
Plantation on ancient woodland site (PAWS)

Precautionary approach

Priority habitats

Priority habitats and/or species

Priority species

[Text not yet fully defined — expert opinion to be sought]

Peatlands are areas of peat soil formed from organic matter from wetland
plants which accumulates faster than the annual decomposition.
Accumulation is favoured by acidity and water saturation. Where the
waterlogged organic horizon is >30cm this is classed as peat.

Peatlands are important carbon sinks but those damaged by, for example,
drainage, peat-cutting, or farming and forestry operations may emit carbon
into the atmosphere as they oxidise.

Use is by permission whether written or implied, rather than by right.

Any substance, preparation or organism prepared or used, among othet
uses, to protect plants or wood or other plant products from harmful
organisms, to regulate the growth of plants, to give protection against
harmful creatures or to render such creatures harmless.

See Woodland.
See Woodland.

Where there are threats of serious or irreversible, damage, lack of full
scientific certainty shall not be used as a reason for, postponing cost-effective
measures to prevent environmental damage. (Based on Principle 15 of the
Rio Declaration on Environment and Development.)

Habitats identified by statutory naturefConservation and countryside agencies
as required under Section 41 (England).and Section 7 of the Environment
(Wales) Act i i

iti wSection 2(4) of the Nature Conservation
(Scotland) Act 2004, and Section’3(1) of the Wildlife and Natural
Environment Act (Northetn Ireland) 2011. Lists of habitats identified by
statutory agencies are{published differently in each country; see the
appendix of referenfest

Also see Statutory body.
See Priority’habitats and Priority species

[Text nbtyet fully defined and remains under review to reflect Brexit-related
¢hanges and new guidance in UKWAS 4.1.1 etc.]

Protected, rare and endangered species which are:

° Identified by statutory nature conservation and countryside agencies
as required under Section 41 of the Natural Environment and Rural

Communities (NERC) Act 2006 (England)and-Section-42-(\Wales)-of

ypitie NERC)A

f

This does need a agreed definition given the many issues
surrounding peat and how peatland is managed.

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed
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Provenance

Publicly available

Public Rights of Way

Ramsar sites

Recreation

Regeneration

Relict

Section 7 of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016, Section 2(4) of the
Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004, and Section 3(1) of the
Wildlife and Natural Environment Act (Northern Ireland) 2011. Lists of
species identified by statutory agencies are published differently in
each country; see the appendix of references.

. Protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981

e  Protected under European law (European Protected Species), and/or

e  Categorised as Near Threatened, Vulnerable, Endangered or Critically
Endangered in the IUCN Red List.

For UKWAS, IUCN Red List species will qualify as priority species only if
they are within or geographically close to their natural range as described
by IUCN in global or regional lists.

Also see Statutory body and IUCN Red List.

Location of trees from which seed or cuttings are collected. Designation‘of
Regions of Provenance under the Forest Reproductive Materials,regulations
is used to help nurseries and growers select suitable material. Theterm is
often confused with ‘origin' which is the original natural gepeticssource.

Accessible to local people or other interested parties. For'example, placing
material on a website or on signage, providing electronic,or hard copies of
documents, or making documents available forinspection at a local office. In
most cases, a charge may not be made for making'material publicly
available. However, where a summary of imaterial’has been made publicly
available free of charge, a charge to cover eosts of reproduction and
handling may be made if any additionalymaterial is requested.

Public Rights of Way are statutery, rights’of way in England and Wales and
are recorded on Definitive Maps held by local authorities showing whether
the right of way is by foot, horsexar'vehicle.

In Northern Ireland, recerds of public rights of way are held by district
councils.

Wetlands of interhatignal importance designated under the Ramsar
Convention.

Activity or’experience of the visitor's own choice within a woodland setting.
(Fagilities'may sometimes be provided and charges levied for their use.)

Also see Access.
Renewal of woodland through sowing, planting, or natural regeneration.

A remnant of a formerly widespread species or habitat that persists in an
isolated area from a previous land-use or vegetation cover.

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed
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Remnant

Restocking

Retentions

Ride
Semi-natural woodland

Shelterwood

Short rotation coppice (SRC)

Short rotation forestry (SRF)

Silviculture (silvicultural)

Single tree selection

Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)

The baseline of surviving ancient woodland features found in PAWS, for
which there is physical or documentary evidence.

These include:

e  Woodland specialist flora. These are species with a strong affinity for
ancient woodland but may vary in relation to geographic region

e Trees originating from the pre-plantation stand. They can be maidens,
standards, coppice stools or pollards and may include ancient or
veteran trees

. Natural regeneration of site-appropriate native trees

e  Deadwood originating from the pre-plantation stand, coarse woody
debris and associated decomposer communities

e  Undisturbed woodland soil profile.

These features provide the continuity of habitat with the pre-plantation
phase.

Replacing felled areas by sowing seed, planting or natural regeneration.

Trees retained, usually for environmental benefit, significantly‘beyond the
age or size generally adopted by the owner for felling.

Permanent unsurfaced access route through woodland:
See Woodland.

The shelterwood system involves the felling of a proportion of the mature
trees within an area whilst leaving some‘treesras a seed source and shelter
for natural regeneration. The seed treés'are subsequently removed. Note
that the term ‘seed tree system’ is often.used to describe ‘shelterwoods’ with
densities of <50 retained mature trees per hectare.

Short rotation coppice (usually willow or poplar) typically grown as-an-energy
erop and harvested every!3 years.

Also see Coppice.

The technigues of tending and regenerating woodlands, and harvesting their
physical products.

A.methed of managing irregular stands in which individual trees of any size
arexremoved more or less uniformly throughout the stand.

A designated site providing statutory protection for the best examples of the
flora, fauna, or geological or physiographical features of England, Scotland
and Wales. SSSis also underpin other national and international nature
conservation designations.

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Cycle can be ,2,3, or 4 years. If the cycle lapses due to poor
management it stays as coppice, it does not become woodland.

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed
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Small coupe felling

Snag
Special Area of Conservation (SAC)
Special Protection Area (SPA)

Spirit, conformance to

Statutory body(ies)

Thinning

Timely manner

Trademarks

.

Traditional rights

Under-planting

UK Red Lists

A small-scale clearfelling system. The system is imprecisely defined but
coupes are typically between 0.5 ha and 2.0 ha in extent, with the larger
coupes elongated in shape so the edge effect is still high.

A standing dead tree that has lost its top.
Area designated under the EU Habitats Directive.
Area designated under the EU Birds Directive.

Conformance to the spirit means that the owner/manager is aiming to
achieve the principles set out in the certification standard.

There are four categories:

e  The statutory nature conservation and countryside agencies: Natural
England, NatureScot Seettish-Natural-Heritage, Natural Resources
Wales and the Northern Ireland Environment Agency or their
successor bodies

e  The statutory environment protection agencies: Environment/Agency
(in England), Scottish Environment Protection Agency, Natural
Resources Wales and the Northern Ireland EnvironmentAgency or
their successor bodies

e  The statutory historic environment agencies: HiStoricEngland, Historic
Environment Scotland, Cadw (in Wales) and(the)Northern Ireland
Environment Agency or their successor bodies

e  Local authorities responsible for a wide range of functions including
highways and planning.

Tree removal, which results in a temperaryweduction in basal area, made
after canopy closure to promote growth and greater value in the remaining
trees.

As promptly as circumstances reasonably allow; not intentionally postponed
by the owner/manager.

‘UKWAS’ and ‘United Kingdom Woodland Assurance Standard’ are
registered trademarks,

Rights'which,result from a long series of habitual or customary actions,
whiehhave, by uninterrupted acquiescence, acquired the force of a law
within‘a geographical or sociological unit.

TJhe'planting of young trees under the canopy of an existing stand — often
eombined with a shelterwood or group selection system.

These are lists of animals or plants naturally occurring within the UK which
have been assessed using criteria based on the IUCN approach. Species
are assigned a Red, Amber or Green status, with red being species of

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed
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United Kingdom (UK)

Value(s)

Veteran tree

Water course

Whole tree harvesting

Windthrow

Windthrow risk

Wood pasture

Woodland

highest conservation concern and green of least concern. The lists are
maintained by the Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC).

Species which are Red or Amber-listed usually receive legal protection as
they are protected by statute or listed in the Annexes of EU conservation
Directives and/or appear on the UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) priority
species list. A list of conservation designations for UK taxa is maintained by
the Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC).

References to the ‘United Kingdom’ or ‘UK’ refer to the ‘United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland’ which comprises England, Scotland and
Wales (collectively referred to as ‘Great Britain’) and Northern Ireland.

The weights given to economic, biodiversity, recreational, environmental,
social and cultural impacts when considering management options.

A tree that is of interest biologically, culturally or aesthetically because of its
age, size or condition, including the presence of deadwood microzhabitats.

Streams and rivers. References to forestry practice on adjaeent Jand should
be taken as applying also to adjacent water e.g. ponds and‘lakes.

The removal from the harvesting site of every part ofsthe,tree above ground

or-above-and-below-ground.
Uprooting of trees by the wind.

A technical assessment of risk based on‘localclimate, topography, site
conditions and tree height.

Areas of historical, cultural and’€eelogical interest, where grazing is
managed in combination with“a proportion of open tree canopy cover.

Predominantly tree-coverethland whether in large tracts (generally called
forests) or smaller units«(khown by a variety of terms such as woodlands,
woods, copses and shelterbelts).

Those woodlands*which are comprised mainly of locally native trees and
shrubs, and have'some structural characteristics of natural woodland are
referred to-as Semi-natural woodland.

Thoésemveodlands which are derived principally from the human activity of
planting, sowing or intensive silvicultural treatment but lack most of the
principal characteristics and key elements of semi-natural woodland are
generally referred to as plantations or woodlands of planted origin. They
often include a proportion of naturally regenerated trees and are often
managed to become more like natural woodlands over time.

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed
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Woodland is referred to as ancient woodland when it has been in
continuous existence since before AD 1600 in England, Wales and Northern
Ireland or since before AD 1750 in Scotland.

The term ancient semi-natural woodland (ASNW) is used to describe
those semi-natural stands on ancient woodland sites. The precise definition
varies according to the local circumstances in each country within the United
Kingdom and guidance should be sought from the relevant forestry authority.

The term ancient woodland site refers to the site of an ancient woodland
irrespective of its current tree cover. Where the native tree cover has been
felled and replaced by planting of tree species not native to the site it is
referred to as a plantation on ancient woodland site (PAWS).

Woodland management plan The collection of documents, reports, records and maps that describeyjustify.| WMP
and regulate the activities carried out by any manager, staff or organisation
in a management unit, including statements of objectives and policiest

Woodland management unit (WMU) The woodland management unit (WMU) is the area to which the Agreed
management planning documentation relates. A WMU is a_clearly defined
woodland area, or areas, with mapped boundaries, managedito a set of
explicit long-term objectives.

Workers All employed persons including public employees as well as self-employed Disagree — workers and volunteers are two separate elements.
persons and volunteers. This includes ownerg/managers, part-time and
seasonal employees, of all ranks and categories, including labourers,
administrators, supervisors, executivesfcohtractor employees, self-
employed contractors and sub-contractors,and other licensed operators.
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References [N.B. Text in this section and the Annex of References is to be reviewed and updated at a later stage in the revision]

<&
&

&

Main legislation, regulations, guidelines and codes of practice referred to in the UKWAS
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forestry authorities| &
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http://www.ukwas.org.uk/
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/ukfs
http://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment-agency
http://www.netregs.gov.uk/
http://www.naturalresources.wales/
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UKWAS Support Unit

59 George Street (b@

Edinburgh

EH2 2JG ,Q\
www.ukwas.org.uk @
E: ukwas@ukwas.org.uk &Q
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