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EDITORIAL

An opportunity for change?

STUART GOODALL CHIEF EXECUTIVE, CONFOR

his general election could
mark a moment in time when
things change fundamentally
for the better. While the result
isn’t yet known, the party manifestos
for once make great reading from a
forestry and timber perspective.

Confor has built much stronger
relationships with political parties,
focusing on key messages linked to
climate change:
® Plant more trees
® Bring more woodland into

sustainable management
® Support more use of wood.

The growing clamour for tree
planting has helped our case, but
we’ve had to be clear this shouldn’t
just be of ‘native’ trees and that we
need planting at scale if ambitious
targets are to be met.

We’ve also made the link with
producing wood so that carbon can

be locked up and more energy
intensive materials replaced.
In that context, it’s great
to see that parties are
recognising the benefits
of planting more trees
specifically to produce
wood.

The details of each party’s
commitment is explained on page ??

While it’s not unknown for politicians
to make election promises they then
fail to deliver, we should see this as
leading to a step change in planting
in England and more planting in
Scotland. I'm less confident in Wales,
in the short term at least, and Northern
Ireland will struggle without a
government.

What makes the difference is real
political leadership of the type we’ve
seen in Scotland with Fergus Ewing
and a recognition by agencies that the
status quo has to change.

Land use change involves trade-
offs. | don’t expect carbon will trump
everything, especially as environmental
NGOs are successfully linking (and
at times subverting) tackling climate
change to action on ‘Nature’. However,
we will be pushing regulators in
England and Wales to accept that the
climate emergency means the benefits
of tree planting are significantly higher
than previously - without that it will
be a small step change and that simply
isn’t good enough.

www.confor.org.uk



PLANTING

Will government follow
Confor’s roadmap for
woodland creation in
England and Wales... or
have they lost their way?

Confor’s Caroline Ayre and
Anthony Geddes cxplore
the steps needed to deliver
on tree planting targets in
England and Wales

ew planting is growing to be an
angst-inducing topic to indus-
try, government and environ-
mentalists, and more recently
has been the subject of competition in
the election pledges. The UK Committee
on Climate Change directed the previ-
ous Westminster administration to plant
27,000ha per annum. With just over a third
of this being delivered in Scotland, we ask:
can this successful model be adopted to
achieve the same south of the border?
England and Wales are only able to
bask in the glow of the leading light that
Scotland is shining on UK afforestation. In
2020 alone, Scotland is set to beat the 30
million tree planting commitment made in
the Conservative manifesto. The required

mix of grit, determination and funding has
created what some would call a perfect
storm for tree planting. What are the steps
needed to deliver on tree planting targets
in England and Wales?

Forestry and timber processing ac-
counts for £1 billion GVA and 25,000 jobs
in the Scottish economy. It is of equal sig-
nificance to the English and Welsh rural
economies, accounting for £680m (esti-
mated) and £520m, respectively. The value
of the forestry and timber industry has not
yet been sufficiently appreciated by either
of these two administrations.

The most significant driver for tree
planting has come from the climate change
movement and decarbonisation. But the
resource of timber as an industrial prod-
uct and the benefits that harvested wood
products deliver through carbon storage
and material substitution, although fully
understood, has not been embraced by
Westminster or the Senedd. This funda-
mental loss of the link between tree and
timber may be at the core of the difference
in attitudes.

Table 1: Actual planting (hectares)
England Wales Total
Broadleaf Conifer Broadleaf Conifer
2015 100 2300 0.0 100 2500
2016 0.0 800 0.0 100 900
2017 100 100 200 200 600
2018 200 1300 100 100 1700
2019 400 1000 300 300 2000
Table 2: What needs to be planted to meet Confor’s planting targets,
assuming 50/50 mix of productive Broadleaf and Conifer (hectares)
England Wales Total
Broadleaf Conifer Broadleaf Conifer
2020-2022 4500 4500 2000 2000 13,000
2023-2025 9500 9500 7250 7250 33,500
2026-2028 13,500 13,500 11,250 11,250 49,500
2029-2030 10,000 10,000 9000 9000 38,000
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Where are we trying to get to?
In response to UK planting achievements
to date (table 1) in summer 2019 Confor de-
veloped its Think Global, Plant Local cam-
paign which created a target of 40,000ha
per annum by 2030 (table 2). This is based
on what is realistically achievable from seed
stock, nursery capacity and the workforce,
given required funding and land availability.
This target has been widely acknowl-
edged as achievable and perhaps tellingly
the Liberal Democrat manifesto pledge
gets pretty close to the numbers that Con-
for published earlier in 2019 (fig 3).

Political climate
With political change and the outcome of
Brexit still hanging over UK land use policy,
the political environment has become even
more challenged.

Within the last Westminster parliament
a strong policy statement was issued with
a clear commitment to support funding for
woodland creation through transition from
the current Rural Development Programme
(Countryside Stewardship) into the new
Environmental Land Management Scheme.

The current administration in Wales

CONFOR.ORG.UK



has been unable to provide similar com-
mitments to its English and Scottish col-
leagues due to lack of assurances about
Westminster funding in a post Brexit envi-
ronment. The strength of commitment to
the National Forest of Wales provides con-
fidence that planting and specifically plant-
ing for productive purposes remains at the
forefront of their thinking.

Requests to new government

We have listened to members and have
distilled their comments and feedback in a
series of requests for our new government
(fig 4, page 9). None of these requests are
new and the echo of them has been heard
over the previous decade. The difference
now is that there is a more compelling sup-
porting argument.

Positive outlook for an

engaged government

We estimate that the government that
achieves a target of 80 million trees per
annum by 2025 of mixed productive forest
under the UK Forestry Standard, would se-
guester an additional seven million tons of
carbon. This is enough to offset the whole

CONFOR.ORG.UK

of the public sector’s emissions for a year.
Continue this to 2030 and the cumulative
effect is enough to offset the personal
emissions of every resident of Sheffield,
Bradford, Manchester, Liverpool and Bris-
tol.

An essential element of this carbon
benefit is the production of enough high
quality UK grown timber to meet the UK
housing need, ensuring that not only are
these homes cost-effective to build and
run but they are also positive contributors
to locking up CO,,.

With the increase in planting and mainte-
nance, harvesting and processing required,
the creation of another 9000 jobs in for-
estry and timber by 2030 (estimated using
the agreed methodology of 150 jobs per
10,000ha created in Confor’s report, 7000
Green Jobs) will ensure that rural commu-
nities and economies remain vibrant and
buoyant resulting in better standards of liv-
ing and a reduction in rural poverty.

The government that: acknowledges
and invests in the forest and timber in-
dustry will receive the recognition that
through having the foresight to back for-
estry and timber they have helped to miti-
gate climate change, create new and im-
proved habitats and drive improvements
in air and water quality as well as having
ensured the industrial supplies are there
to meet future housing demands and em-
ployment. Not bad for putting a few trees

in the ground is it? Continued on p9

Figure 3

UK annual
planting

targets by 2030
(in hectares)
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Environment Plan
(England)

6,200

Zero Carbon

40,000

Britain
260,000

Friends of
the Earth
100,000

Royal Society &
Royal Academy
of Engineering
57,000

Confor target

ccc
Multifunctional
Land Use scenario
30,000

Forestry Strategy
(Scotland)
15,000

Clean Growth Strategy
(England) 9,300

Woodlands for Wales
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PLANTING

Continued from p7

Planting is not the end

of the story

Too much woodland in the UK, particularly
broadleaf, is unmanaged or underman-
aged. Managing existing woodland for car-
bon has several benefits: there is far more

existing woodland than any potential new
planting scheme could create; established
trees, when thinned, sequester carbon far
more rapidly than newly-planted ones;
there are none of the complexities of land
use change which new woodland creation
involves; and the co-benefits (improved

biodiversity, amenity value, etc) are immedi-
ate. Measuring carbon in existing woodlands,
and rewarding landowners for management
to increase it, will be an essential part of a
woodland carbon strategy which delivers
immediate and substantial carbon benefits,
alongside new woodland creation.

Figure 4 Requests to new government

What do we want?

Clear leadership from the English
and Welsh Parliaments

Westminster must empower Forestry
Commission to take responsibility for

How can this be achieved?

England Wales

Senedd must prioritise immediate
planting resources whilst developing

delivering planting a longer term strategy

A streamlined and simplified
application process

A reworking of the current system to ensure applications are dealt with

fairly and in a timely manner

A presumption in favour of
productive planting

Application scoring to reflect the benefits delivered from new planting including

decarbonisation, habitat improvement and timber as a resource

Secure funding through CAP
transition and beyond

Matching the available funding to the cost of delivery and ensuring that incoming

government supports industry through transition

Long-term commitment to the
delivery of planting

Development of and commitment to 25-year sustainable forestry and timber

plans by Westminster and the devolved administrations

Funding schemes that support
innovation

Flexibility in silvicultural mixes, tree breeding and woodland design to meet
landowner objectives within the principles of the UK Forestry Standard

Confor launches General Election manifesto

The document presents a simple, three-point plan
to PLANT MORE TREES, MANAGE OUR WOODS
BETTER and USE MORE HOME-GROWN WOOD.

You will find a copy of the manifesto with this issue
of FTN - so please share it with parliamentary candi-
dates in your constituency. While we are heartened by
the inclusion of tree planting and home-grown timber
in party manifestos, it is important that the impor-
tance of the sector is reinforced at every opportunity.

Stuart Goodall, Confor’s CEQ, says: “This has been
called the climate election and it is great to see all the
main parties recognising the vital role tree planting
and wood use has to play in mitigating the damaging
effects of climate change.

“The manifesto is very simple, with three key
points. First, a large increase in tree planting across
UK is needed to start making an impact - and this
will require political leadership, improved approval
processes and joined-up policy. We have seen this
happen in Scotland and while there are some bold
commitments in the manifestos, we need a real cul-
tural change for this to happen in England. Wales and
Northern Ireland.”

Confor’s planting ambition, outlined in Woodland
Carbon Targets, released in April, is included in the

CONFOR.ORG.UK

The Futy

TACKLING ciimar

manifesto. It calls on all parties to commit to Con-
for’s “ambitious but achievable” targets of 30,000
hectares of new planting annually across the UK by
2025 and 40,000 ha by 2030.”

Mr Goodall added; “However, the manifesto is
not all about new planting. It also calls for our ex-
isting woodlands to be better-managed, to unlock
their potential to deliver a wide range of benefits.

“Managing our existing woods better can

ure is Forest,
E CHANGE WITH TREES

growth and use of wood, but also delivering
wider benefits in terms of biodiversity, rural em-
ployment, recreation and much more.

“Finally, using more home-grown wood can
have a positive impact on reducing the UK’s for-
est footprint.”

The manifesto also stresses that modern, mixed-
species forestry can deliver on a whole range of eco-
nomic, environmental and social agendas. It can also
be found on our website under Publications, and we
encourage you to share online copies with politicians
and other interested parties.

If you would like more physical copies of the Confor
manifesto, please email stefanie.kaiser@confor.org.uk

FORESTRY & TIMBER NEWS « December 2019 9



GENERAL ELECTION 2019

Manifesto commitments
to tree planting

Confor has analysed the main parties’ manifestos for the General
Election on 12 December. This has been described as “the climate
election”, with a YouGov poll identifying climate change as the second
most important issue in the election for young people, after Brexit.

In recent years, Confor and others have lobbied for greater tree
planting and increased wood use as a “simple, low-cost solution” to
removing atmospheric carbon to reduce the damaging impacts of
climate change. As a result, trees have a much higher profile in the
manifestos than at previous elections. Here, we analyse what the main

parties are saying about - and what it could mean.

CONSERVATIVES
Vote Blue, Go Green

The new £640m Nature for Climate fund
will increase tree planting in England.

The government would work with the
Devolved Administrations to triple UK
tree-planting rates to 30,000 hectares
every year - space for at least 30 million
more trees - in line with recommendations
from the independent Committee on
Climate Change.

Existing woodland like the Northern
Forest and Northumberland Forest would
be expanded, new forests would be created
across the country. Towns and cities would
also benefit with more trees planted in
urban areas to improve air quality.

The Nature for Climate Fund will
be used to dramatically increase rates
of tree-planting in England with more
research into the most appropriate species
to plant across the country, a scaling up
the nursery sector to grow the saplings,
new partnerships with landowners, and
increased planting rates on sites.

Tripling tree planting rates to 30,000
hectares a year [75,000 acres] across
the UK - equivalent to 46,000 football
pitches.

The Government would accept the
independent Climate Change Committee’s
recommendation to increase tree planting
across the UK to 30,000 hectares a year
and work with Devolved Administrations
to achieve this goal. This will deliver
new forests across the country, while
expanding existing plans like the Northern
Forest and Northumberland Forest.

Confor says: We welcome the greater
ambition, but much more needs to be
done to ensure these challenging targets
are actually met - especially given the
failure to plant the very modest target
of 11 million trees in five years set by the
previous Conservative government. The
status quo has to change and that will
require strong political leadership - if not,
Vote Blue, Go Green is meaningless.

It is heartening the manifesto mentions
scaling up the nursery sector and
forging partnerships with landowners
as regional partnerships are crucial to
growing new forests at scale across
England. The reference to working with
the devolved administrations is interesting
and England needs to learn from the
positive experience of increased planting
in Scotland. Indeed, England needs a
Mackinnon-style review of processes
(which helped turbo-charge planting in
Scotland) to ‘get tree planting done’ - or

we risk five more years of dither and delay.

ol

i
Green
Party

GREEN PARTY
The Green New Deal

.‘l\.'l.

“u

Plant 700 million new trees and aim

for 50% of all farms to be engaged in
agroforestry by 2030. We will encourage
the planting of more trees in more towns
and cities, including apple, nut and other
crop trees than can produce food. The
new woodland, when fully grown, will
store carbon, provide home-grown timber
and create new wildlife-rich environments.
We will support farmers to diversify their
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incomes through new forest management.

Introduce new support for small-scale
family farms and for new entrants to
farming. This support, including increased
security of tenure for farmers, will help
develop sustainable farming methods.
Farmers will be supported to adopt
diverse uses for agricultural land and
buildings, such as fitting solar panels on
farm buildings and planting orchards and
other woodland. The incorporation of
trees into farming will provide new crops
such as fruits and nuts, as well as timber,
linking forestry and schools to teach
young people about the urgency, severity
and scientific basis of the climate and
environmental crises, and to ensure youth
voices are heard on climate issues.

Costs: Research and development for
farming & forestry: £1 billion; Tree and
forest planting: £0.7 billion

Confor says: the commitment to plant
700 million trees by 2030 (about 35,000
hectares a year) is ambitious and like

the Lib Dem target, is closely aligned to
what Confor suggests is achievable. It
shows the growing consensus among the
environmental lobby that trees have a
crucial role to play in tackling the climate
emergency, also supported by Friends of
the Earth’s ambition to double UK tree
cover, and includes recognition of the
benefit of more home-grown timber.

The Greens also want a much greater
emphasis on integrated farming and
forestry, a policy we are pleased to
support as part of a more sustainable
and diversified approach to rural land use
after Brexit. The call for more zero carbon
homes, while not specifically promising to
increase the use of timber in construction,
offers real opportunities for building with
wood. >>

CONFOR.ORG.UK
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Labour

LABOUR

It’s time for Real Change

We will embark on an ambitious
programme of tree planting, with both
forestry and native woodland species.

We will ensure our NHS becomes a net
zero-carbon service with an NHS Forest of
one million trees.

We will introduce a zero-carbon homes
standard for all new homes.

Confor says: We welcome the
recognition that ambitious tree planting
is needed and that productive forestry
is part of the answer. Labour’s 2017
manifesto mentioned planting “a
million trees of native species”, which
was disappointingly modest. Having
engaged with Labour closely since
then, we are encouraged it has raised
its ambition - though it would have
been positive to put targets behind the
ambition to show Labour recognises
tree planting’s role in tackling the
climate emergency and provide for
future accountability. There is also a
missed chance to link its green jobs
agenda to rural economic opportunities
offered by enhanced tree cover.

An NHS Forest of one million trees
is an eye-catching proposal which
recognises the positive link between
trees and positive physical and mental
health.
We want the new zero carbon homes
standard to ensure much more home-
grown timber is used in construction.

Liberal .
Democrats

LIBERAL DEMOCRATS

Our plan to plant 60m

trees a year

A Liberal Democrat government will plant

60 million trees every year, increasing UK

forest cover by 1 million hectares by 2045.
Our plan to tackle the climate

emergency will involve the largest

tree-planting programme in UK history.

Planting trees is one of the most viable

ways of removing carbon from the

atmosphere and is vital for achieving net-

zero greenhouse gas emissions.
Reforesting will have other benefits

such as helping reverse our declining
biodiversity, reducing air pollution and
improving public spaces. It will also
increase the use of timber products in
construction, which capture carbon and
reduce construction emissions.

From Liberal Democrats manifesto:
Combat climate change, and benefit
nature and people by coordinating the
planting of 60 million trees a year and
introducing requirements for the greater
use of sustainably harvested wood in
construction.

Confor says: The Woodland Creation
Targets we published this year, suggest
40,000 hectares of new woodland
should be planted every year by 2030 to
make the contribution needed to reduce
atmospheric carbon. The Lib Dem pledge
to increase UK forest cover by 1 million ha
by 2045 equates to 40,000 ha a year for
25 years - in line with the Confor target.

This is very positive, but the same
caveats apply as to the Conservative
targets - processes must be improved and
all agencies must pull together to make it
happen. However, if the Lib Dems hold the
balance of power in a new government,
we look forward to them pressing for
these ambitious targets. As a staunch,
pro-EU and Stop Brexit party, they will be
aware UK forest cover (13 per cent) is only
one-third of the EU average - and that this
has to change.

Plans to increase the use of timber in
construction are very welcome and we
will press to make sure this is home-grown
timber whenever possible, reducing the
needs for imports.

X

PLAID CYMRU
Wales, it’s us.
Increasing Woodland: To make our
contribution to tackling climate change
we need to substantially increase the
acreage of Welsh forestry. Since Natural
Resources Wales took over responsibility
for forestry in 2013, new woodland planted
has been less than 1,000 hectares a year,
and in some years has been below 500
hectares. We should aim for a minimum
planting rate of 2,000 hectares a year
from 2020, a target recommended by the
UK Climate Change Committee.

We will examine the case for
establishing a dedicated forestry
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organization to undertake the urgent task
of addressing the Climate Emergency

by planting more trees. We will ensure
that this policy is closely connected with
agri-environment incentives for farmers.
Increasing our native tree woodlands not
only has a major part to play in terms of
carbon capture, but offers many other
benefits including flood control, providing
wildlife habitat, improving the quality of
our landscape, and creating useful timber
products.

Confor says: It's great Plaid Cymru
recognises much more needs to be done
to increase tree planting rates as a means
of fighting climate change. There’s a
recognition Wales has been languishing
behind other parts of the UK on tree
planting. The measures put forward
closely align with Confor’s vision for
forestry in Wales, though it will set itself
up to fail on planting targets if only ‘native
tree woodlands’ are to be created, as well
as miss the opportunity to create ‘useful
timber products’.

X

SCOTTISH NATIONAL PARTY

We will press for an increase in new
woodland creation, working towards a
target of 60 million trees planted annually
in the UK by 2025, with 30 million of these
in Scotland to help tackle the Climate
Emergency and to support biodiversity
and rural employment. We will share
Scotland’s success in this area in an effort
to drive up planting rates across the UK.”

Confor says: This is a very positive
statement and it is encouraging the SNP is
keen to share the successful Scottish tree
planting formula with the rest of the UK.
While some improvement is still required,
the progress made has been based on

a structured approach to streamlining
processes around application and
approval (the Mackinnon review), strong
political leadership and joined-up policy

- with both tree planting and increased
wood use linked to wider policy, notably
climate change targets. The real key is the
strong relationship between industry and
government and its agencies in a shared
national endeavour to plant more trees,
and to work together in future to use
more home-grown wood.

CONFOR.ORG.UK
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W'y, " ‘l—r_n_ : Weight: 12,500 kg
e (NI° — Width: 2.47-2.70 m (600 tyres)
™| 7R A Crane: Cranab FC8 7.2-9.2 m reach
2 . v | Traction force: >135 kN
Payload: 10.5 tons

SB FORESTRY LTD

-

Contact SB Forestry Ltd for details

SALES & SERVICE CONTACT SCOTT BURTON
9 Tranent, Scotland N c.s.burtonf@btinternet.com D 07795 438 341 n ([ASBForestry



NEWS

New awards for Confor dinner 2020

New awards for leadership,
innovation and communication
are to be presented at Confor’s
expanded Forestry Dinner &
Awards Evening in February 2020.

The new prizes join the well-estab-
lished Dedicated Service to Forestry
Award as the programme is ex-
panded to reflect the growth of the
industry.

Confor CEO Stuart Goodall said:
“The 2019 dinner was a great suc-
cess, the forestry and wood sector is
buoyant and we want to reflect that
by recognising excellence. The Dedi-
cated Service to Forestry Award is
the premier industry award, but we

GET INVOLVED

wanted to reward excellence more
widely across the sector. We are
delighted that we are able to award
three new prizes, thanks to great
support from our sponsors.”

Mr Goodall urged the industry
to make nominations for the new
awards to ensure they go to truly
worthy winners at the dinner, at The
Sheraton Grand Hotel in Edinburgh
on Tuesday, 25 February.

Fergus Ewing MSP, Cabinet Sec-
retary for the Rural Economy for the
Scottish Government, is guest of
honour at the dinner, alongside Sir
Harry Studholme, who is stepping
down as chair of Forestry Commis-
sion.

If you wish to nominate someone for one of these Awards, please send
the following details via email to stefanie.kaiser@confor.org.uk no later

than 28 January 2020.
* Name of person nominated

* Organisation and job title of person nominated
*« Which award you are nominating them for
¢ Reason for nomination (summarise in 150-200 words, adding any

relevant links if necessary)

*« Name, mobile number and email address of person nominating.

For full details, see the Latest News and Events pages of the

Confor website www.confor.org.uk

@ bc.mn
".*l.nr:cl dnd\

Future Forestry Leader Award

Sponsored by James Jones & Sons Ltd

For an individual with outstanding skills, who has
the potential to be a leader in the forestry and
timber sector - someone showing initiative, passion
and making a real difference to the sector.

Changing Attitudes Award

Sponsored by Scottish Woodlands Ltd

For an individual or business promoting the forestry
and wood sector in a positive and impactful way

- through personal engagement, campaigning or
communication, social media or other ways.

Innovation and Research Award

Sponsored by Forestry Commission and

Forestry & Land Scotland

For a business or individual delivering successful
innovation and/or research which has clearly
demonstrated greater productivity or efficiency in
the forestry and wood industry.

Members are reminded that the new
arrangements for plant passporting
will be introduced on 14 December
2019. Plant passports will be re-
quired to accompany the movement
of all conifer roundwood and round-
wood of Sweet Chestnut and Plane
in the UK, together with bulk bark,
brash and wood chipped on har-
vesting sites. Christmas trees over
three metres and decorative foliage
from such trees are also covered by
the new controls.

Sawdust, wood chips and slab-
wood with bark are currently con-
sidered to be a lower risk and are
not expected to require Plant Pass-
ports.

Companies responsible for is-
suing Plant Passports will have to

become Registered and Approved
Professional Operators. Such com-
panies can now apply to the Forestry
Commission for provisional authori-
sation. Companies that are already
FC Registered Forestry Traders will
be able to use their current registra-
tion reference, until a new system is
introduced by Defra, which will then
provide a new RAPO number. The
requirement to demonstrate com-
petence can be best met by com-
pleting the on-line learning resource
which FC have developed and re-
taining a copy of the test score.

Due to the General Election, For-
estry Commission are in Purdah and
are not authorised to answer any de-
tailed questions on plant passport-
ing at this time.
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After Purdah, please contact lan
Murgatroyd at FC, tel: 07767 251379,

e-mail: ian.murgatroyd@forestry-
commission.gov.uk

Read all you need to know about
plant passporting in your print copy
of FTN October or online www.con-
for.org.uk/news/ftn-magazine

CONFOR.ORG.UK



FENCING & GATES THAT ARE
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For all your pressure treated timber needs
. contact the team at Calders & Grandidge

SLEEPERS|POLES|GATES FEMNCES

Discover more about eur quality treated timber call 01205 358866 or email enquiries@caldersandgrandidge.com

VEHICLE MOUNTED LIFTING SOLUTIONS

LIGHTWEIGHT | REDUCE RISK OF INJURY | INCREASE EFFICIENCY

www.pennyhydraulics.com
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YEAR REVIEW

FTN In
2019

FTN is mostly a feature magazine
- even back issues make for an
interesting read, as a lot of the
articles are not time-sensitive.

Remember that back issues and
individual articles are available on
our website - you can conveniently
browse by topic, country, or
keyword!

Themes this year

Industry funding

Confor is facilitating the process of
creating an industry contribution
mechanism to finance our sector’s
progress in the future. In 2019,

we have started to introduce

the concept to readers and have
presented case studies of funds in
other countries.

Climate change

This has been an ongoing theme
this year, and will continue to be a
thread that underpins most of our
communications. What could be
more important to us as a society at
the moment?

Forestry century

February: A perspective from
processor Charles Ransford and
Son (below)

April: Wyevale Nurseries talk about
“sowing the seed for the next 100
years”

June: Grey squirrels damaging UK
timber

August: Taking the long view -
Francis Fulford gives a landowners
perspective

AUGUST
Theme article: The

FORESTRY &
TIMBER NEWS

April 2019 Issue 92

February 2019 Issue 91

HUMAN RESO
FOREST-MAN.
| AND DIVERSI

- TIMBER IN
CONSTRUGTION
SKILLS & CAREERS!

\

= |

FEBRUARY

Theme article: Of brews
and beasties: Stakeholder
engagement

Features: Forest
management and
Diversification, Human
Resources

APRIL

Theme article: Timber in
construction - is the UK
forestry sector up to the
challenge?

Features: Timber in
Construction, Skills and
Careers

FORESTRY &
TIMBER NEWS

October 2019 Issue 95

- -
L 4 o
 BIGSECURITY
 ENVIRONMENTAL B
~ INNOVATION

.- ST TR ——
KSR

August 2019 Issue 94

OCTOBER
Theme article: Biosecurity

Forestry workforce of the and trade - strategy to

future secure forestry’s future
Features: Forestry Features: Environmental
investment Innovation

GET INVOLVED AND WIN

FORESTRY &
TIMBER NEWS

June 2019 Issue 93

TECHNOLOGY
& INNOVATION

FIREVW/OQOD

JUNE

Theme article: Do we have
the right data to support a
growing data?

Features: Technology and
Innovation, Firewood

FORESTRY &
TIMBER NEWS

December 2019 Issue 96

€ Confor

DECEMBER

Theme article: Planting -
delivering planting targets
in England and Wales
Features: Professional
services, Wood science

Give us your feedback and win a
#ThinkGlobalPlantLocal thermal mug
* Which was your favourite
cover in 20197
¢ What content did you find
most interesting in 2019?
* What have we missed out
on in 2019?
* Do you use QR codes?
stefanie.kaiser@confor.org.uk
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In 2020, we would like to trial using QR
codes again, to link our print content to
our digital resources.

CONFOR.ORG.UK



This was 2019

JANUARY

MAY

SEPTEMBER

Merger between Confor and UKFPA
comes into effect.

Woodland Carbon Guarantee Fund
announced in England

Consultation on Protecting and Enhancing
England’s Trees and Woodlands
is launched

Measures to protect
the country against
the larger eight-
toothed European
spruce bark beetle |
(Ips typographus)
are introduced
following an
outbreak in Kent

- ’.-".___L

FEBRUARY

-

Guy Watt wins Confor’s prestigious annual
award for Dedicated Service to Forestry
for 2019

Coalition calls for Northeast Forestry
Investment Zone

Scotland launches Forestry Strategy that
calls for tree planting, woodland creation
and maintenance to become a “shared
national endeavour”

Confor holds a successful and informative
members event on “The practicalities of
the management of European Protected
Species in a woodland situation”

Confor leads a forestry and wood
processing delegation to meet the Welsh
Government - after the industry delivered
a vote of no-confidence in the timber
operations of Natural Resources

Wal NRW
n - ales ( )

J CCC publishes report Net Zero -
i | the UK’s contribution to stopping
W global warming

” JUNE

Planting target of 10,000 ha ‘smashed’
in Scotland.

Confor holds a successful and informative
members event on ash dieback and hosts
Katharina Schwanda on the Austrian
experience of ash die-back and in
particular the impact of Honey Fungus

Scottish Government allocates additional
£5m to increase tree planting to 12,000ha
of new woodland in 2019/20

EVENT: Confor Woodland Show 2019
attracts rave reviews

Confor welcomes Scottish whole-farm
carbon accounting

First phase of Northumberland Forest
announced

FC publishes 2019 Forestry Statistics

Zac Goldsmith becomes new ‘Forestry
minister’ (Minister of State at DEFRA)

OCTOBER

Cornwall Council proposes to create an
additional 8000 hectares of forest cover
by 2030

Confor calls for case study for major
report on Biodiversity in working forests

Brexit delayed until 31 January and general
elections announced

JULY

CCC report Reducing UK emissions - 2019
progress report to Parliament published
on 10 July

MARCH

Confor steps up its 2019 focus on climate
change with feature articles in The Herald
and the Scotsman

APRIL

Confor sets climate change target of a
total of 40,000 hectare of new plantings
every year by 2030 in effort to urge
Government to #ThinkGlobalPlantLocal

THINK
GLOBAL

Forestry Commission becomes an
England-only body

The Forestry Commission agency that
manages the Public Forest Estate changes
its name to Forestry England

CONFOR.ORG.UK

Borderlands Inclusive Growth Deal:

Plans for a Forestry Innovation Centre
covering the north of England and south
of Scotland have been unveiled as part
of a major funding package worth almost
£400m

Tighter restrictions on oak imports are put
in place

Confor pressure secures doubled funds for
forestry in Wales

EVENT: Forestry presence at Royal Welsh
Show bigger than ever

AUGUST

Confor presses forestry case with the new
ministerial team around Zac Goldsmith MP

EVENT: Forestry Expo becomes key
forestry event in Scotland

The Woodland Carbon Fund is extended
with an additional planting season

The new timber plant passporting
arrangement is trialled in Kent in the
control of lps typographus

NOVEMBER

Zac Goldsmith (above) issues a strong
statement reassuring the forestry industry
that there will be future public support for
planting trees.

Confor urges political parties to commit
to ambitious tree planting targets in their
General Election manifestos

Woodland Carbon Guarantee Fund is
launched.

DECEMBER

General election on 12 December

New timber plant passporting
arrangement comes into effect on 14
December

David and Dorothy Sulman retire from
Confor at the end of the year
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MEMBER PROFILE

Workington
supersize

The Confor team (right) recently enjoyed a
fascinating visit to member site Iggesund
Paperboard in Workington - about as far

north and west as it’s possible to go in England.
Stuart Goodall reports.

he Workington site s

strategically located to

a port and plentiful sup-

plies of fresh water that
are a crucial element of the process
to produce 200,000 tonnes of pa-
perboard a year under the market
leading brand name Incada.

The area had been home to iron
and steel mills, so investment in a
new manufacturing process in the
1960s has helped secure relatively
well-paid jobs in a geographically
remote location. Originally Thames
Board Mills, Workington has been
producing high quality folding box-
board since 1967.

We were welcomed to the site
by Gavin Davidson, who as well as
being a Board member of Confor is
Forestry General Manager and Fibre
Buyer at lggesund Paperboard, and
our entertaining tour guide for the

day Phil Baggley, Technical Service
Manager.

The Workington mill (not to be
referred to as a factory!) is an inte-
grated pulp and paperboard mill.
Since 2013, it has been powered
entirely by bioenergy, producing
around 50Mw of electricity and
150Mw of steam. A further 7Mw (ap-
proximately) can be exported to the
grid to coincide with periods when
electricity demand is high and it’s
relied upon as base-load energy for
times when, for example, it’s frosty
and the wind isn’t blowing.

The site consumes one million
tonnes of virgin fibre a year, with
two-thirds of that being utilised in
the biomass boiler. The feedstock
for the site is diverse, including small
roundwood, sawmill co-product and
willow coppice. For the latter, Igge-
sund enter into agreements with lo-
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cal farmers to guarantee to buy their
crop for the predicted life-span of
the biomass boiler.

The remaining volume is Spruce
fibre in the form of roundwood and
sawmill chips that are used in the
production of Folding Box Board
(FBB). Iggesund Forestry have been
pioneers in transporting roundwood
by sea dating back to over thirty
years. The material is shipped from

CONFOR.ORG.UK



The size and complexity
of the equipment required
to produce the board is
quite staggering

CONFOR.ORG.UK

a variety of locations up the west
coast of Scotland and as far north as
Caithness and round to Aberdeen-
shire arriving at the nearby Port of
Workington.

Workington’s sister mill in Swe-
den (lggesund is part of the Holmen
group) produces Solid Bleached
Board (SBB) and Phil explained
the key differences between the
two products and the various other
forms of board that is popularly pro-
duced in Europe and globally. These
embrace everything from ‘utilitar-
ian’, lower-quality board that is used
for items like cereal boxes to the FBB
and SBB that Iggesund produce that
ends up as packaging for medicines
or whisky - neither of which were on
offer through our tour...

The size and complexity of the
equipment required to produce the
board is quite staggering as is the
many interconnected stages that
the fibre passes through before
it emerges as clean white sheets
measuring 5.5 metres across wound
onto massive rolls at typically 40
tonnes per hour. These are then cut
to size and shipped to their custom-
ers in either reel form or sheet form,
depending upon the type of print

process they employ. Around 60% of
Incada is exported.

Repeated multi-million pound
investments have been made to en-
sure that the mill is competitive in an
international market. The process is
linear, meaning addressing bottle-
necks can significantly improve out-
put, uptime and quality.

The process uses Sitka spruce be-
cause customers demand the quality
that the longer fibres and the white-
ness produce - spruce needs less
chemical to whiten. Timber is ide-
ally ‘hot-harvested’ as it’s more effi-
cient to start the process with green
wood.

UK grown Sitka spruce is funda-
mental to the manufacture of Incada.
Logs and chips are reduced to pulp
in a mechanical process that retains
Lignin. The combination of Lignin
and the Spruce fibres facilitate the
production of a light weight, high
performing boxboard. Since custom-
ers are always looking for greater
quality, consistency and value, lg-
gesund are committed to sourcing
from UK forests in the pursuit of long
term, sustainable manufacture. With
the global switch away from plas-
tic based packaging and fossil fuels
they are particularly well placed to
face future challenges

It is always important for the
Confor team, especially those who
spend nearly all their time in the
office, to see and experience some
of the day-to-day work of the busi-
nesses operating in our sector, and
everyone left hugely impressed by
the professionalism of the people we
met, and the welcome they provided
us with.

It also demonstrated the con-
tinuing reliance of significant parts
of the UK’s wood processing indus-
try on Sitka spruce and its superior
performance as a manufacturing
feedstock for high value products -
products that are a great advert for
our industry.
www.iggesund.com

A short video on The Workington
Mill provides an excellent
overview of the process.
www.iggesund.com/about/
global-presence/the-
workington-mill
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NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERS

Land and forestry consul-
tancy Galbraith continues
to expand across Scotland
and into the north of Eng-
land, following its merger
with Land Factor in April
2019. Newly appointed
partner, Athole McKillop,
joined Galbraith from April
and has now stepped into

Galbraith appoints new
head of forestry

the role of head of for-
estry. Athole is a previous
chairman and remains a
board member of Confor.
He has a wealth of special-
ist forestry and rural land

management experience
across Scotland and north-
ern England.

www.galbraithgroup.com

THE NEXT
GENERATION OF
FENCING SYSTEMS

UK MANUFACTURED METAL
POSTS AND FENCING

v Rylock Green, Rylock'One and Sentinel Fencing Products
v Versalok® Metal Post and Clip System

v Hampton Box and Angle Strainer Post Systems

v Hampton NET™ Fixed Knot Fencing
v Hinge Joint Fencing

v PVC Coated Chain Link Fencing

v Galvanised Chain Link Fencing

v Barbed Wire

v Line Wires

v Hexagonal Wire Fencing

+44 (0) 1933 234070 | sales@hamptonsteel.co.uk | www.hamptonsteel.co.uk
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Wyevale
formalises
plant health
expertise

Kyle Ross from Hereford-based
Wyevale Nurseries has success-
fully completed a competency
exam to become an Associate
on the Plant Health Professional
Register last October. He joined
the register organised by the
Royal Society of Biology, which
aims to develop plant health skills
and create a community for plant
health professionals.

The 25-year-old explained: “I
hope that this achievement will
show our customers and other
horticultural business’ that, at
Wyevale Nurseries, we are 100%
dedicated to plant health.

“I will use this platform to en-
hance our already robust bios-
ecurity protocols even further and
develop the plant health skills of
our on-site staff. | would highly
recommend other growers in the
UK to have a representative on
the Plant Health Professional Reg-
ister if possible.”

The Plant Health Profession-
al Register demonstrates skKills
against the GB Strategy for Plant
Health and Biosecurity and en-
courages continued professional
development in plant health.

There are three levels of the reg-
ister - Associate, Registered and
Senior.
www.wyevalenurseries.co.uk

CONFOR.ORG.UK



Timberwolf joins Made
IN Britain initiative

Timberwolf has been recog-
nised as a member of the Made
in Britain organisation.

Accredited to businesses
selling goods that have been
manufactured or have under-
gone a final substantial change
in Britain before sale, Made in
Britain is the official collective
mark for British manufacturers.

From its purpose-built manu-
facturing facility in Stowmarket,
Suffolk, Timberwolf specialises
in the design and manufacture
of professional wood chippers
for the arboricultural and horti-
cultural sectors.

For over 30 Years, Timber-
wolf has manufactured indus-
try defining commercial wood
chippers to meet the needs of
the arboriculture industry, pro-
moting and embodying British
engineering and manufacturing
excellence.

An innovative business ap-

proach is at the heart of Tim-
berwolf’s success and longev-
ity and is clearly demonstrated
by its position as the only UK
manufacturer in its sector to
use a flow line system, increas-
ing flexibility and efficiency
through production.

As products move down the
production line they can be
adapted at short notice accord-
ing to the needs of customers.
A high standard of manufacture
is maintained through an in-
house Quality Control depart-
ment, ensuring all components
are fitted correctly to the ma-
chines as they are assembled
down the production line. The
change to a flow line system
has revolutionised Timberwolf’s
output, improving production
capability from 20 machines
a month to 30 machines per
week, an increase of 640%.
www.timberwolf-uk.com

Egger awarded ISO 38200

EGGER implements a new, glob-
ally valid standard for the trans-
mission of information along the
supply chain of wood and wood-
based products.

With the ISO 38200, the In-
ternational  Organization for
Standardisation (ISO) has cre-
ated another crucial interna-
tionally recognised and globally
valid standard. It regulates the
transfer of information along the
entire product chain of wood

CONFOR.ORG.UK

and wood-based products. The
traceability of wood or wood-
based products is made more
transparent, and proof of ori-
gin and legality is maintained
through continuous monitoring
of the supply chain. In addition
to general aspects of control
and inspection, the standard
also categorises social criteria,
environmental criteria, and DDS
requirements.

www.egger.com

www.echo-tools.co.uk

2 YEAR WARRANTY

DEPEND ON IT

ECHD
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¥ Caledonian Forestry

FOR QUALITY FORESTRY MACHINERY

Max diameter 370mm Hard-metal blade 900mm Conveyor 4,3m Hyd joystick Spl force 8t Pro Cutting length 25-55cm

West Third, Tullibardine, Auchterarder PH3 1NJ
T: 01764 663798 E: sales.cfs@hotmail.com



CONFOR NEWS

Closing of a chapter in the

forest products sector

he impending conclusion of
Tthe Brexit saga is not the only

seismic shift occurring in the
United Kingdom at present, write
Rob Gordon (John Gordon & Son)
and Gavid Davidson (lggesund For-
estry). Within the forest products In-
dustry, the tectonic plates are about
to move, as the curtain is brought
down on the distinguished careers
of David and Dorothy Sulman, who
after a lifetime of service, have de-
cided it’s time to retire and turn to
the next chapter of their lives.

Over the last quarter of a century,
David and Dorothy have been the
face for many, of the forestry sector.
Initially this has been through the
United Kingdom Softwood Sawmill-
ers Association, which developed
into the United Kingdom Forest
Products Association, before latterly
coming together with the Confeder-
ation of Forest Industries. Along the
way, this most talented of duos have
also found time to represent the in-
terests of numerous other organisa-
tions including the Scottish Timber
Trade Association.

It is perhaps in the two decades
at the helm of UKFPA that their rep-
utation for professionalism and ser-
vice has been established and their
corresponding legacy preserved.
Supported at all times by Dorothy
in her secretarial and administrative
role, David as Executive Director, has

engaged to great effect with deci-
sion makers in the corridors of pow-
er at Westminster, Holyrood and the
Senedd, winning their trust by dint
of his strong grasp of the subject
matter in hand and how it related to
the forest industry.

Through his encyclopedic knowl-
edge of all things timber, David has
been particularly effective in forming
positive relationships with regulators
such as the HSE and EPA/SEPA, and
in so doing, always protecting the
commercial interests of the mem-
bers and the industry he and Dorothy
have served so diligently.

Whether  through attending
the regular regional meetings held
throughout the UK, or by simply
picking up the phone, members
have always been looked after ex-
tremely well by the Sulmans, with
their approachable informative style
ensuring that no question or query
is considered too technical or insig-
nificant to elicit a helpful response.

A lifetime of
service: David and
Dorothy Sulman

While annual subscription income
at UKFPA would only just amount
to a six figure sum, David and Doro-
thy were consistently able to dem-
onstrate great value for money for
members, through their thrift and
high degree of personal responsibil-
ity, demonstrated year in year out. In
so doing the organisation consistent-
ly ‘punched above its weight'.

Despite the obvious time pres-
sures for everyone in the modern
business world, Dorothy was excel-
lent at maintaining a healthy mix of
social events to set the calendar by.
The December Christmas meal at
the George and Dragon in Clifton
was a particular highlight, as was
the annual autumn day out at Lud-
low Races, which saw already hard
up members of the timber trade
leave with their wallets a little lighter,
but suitably enriched from a day of
laughter and fellowship.

As the UK forest industry finally
appears to be getting the economic,
social and environmental recogni-
tion it so richly deserves, it is only
right to record the debt of gratitude
it owes to the combined contribu-
tions of David and Dorothy Sulman
in setting it on this path.

While the old adage that no one
is irreplaceable rings true for every
generation, the Sulmans leave a
huge void to fill. We will not see their
likes again.

As the Sulmans retire, their member services will continue

It is a feature of the forestry and timber
industry that many people spend most, or
even their entire, career in the sector and,
in doing so, they can make a significant
contribution to the sector’s success - this
is particularly true of David and Dorothy
Sulman.

Their considerable knowledge and
experience have proven invaluable on
many occasions and, as it’s been said
to me a number of times, if David and
Dorothy don’t know the answer to a
guestion, they know someone who does!

| was very aware of the high regard in
which David and Dorothy were held prior

CONFOR.ORG.UK

to the merger with Confor and that fact
has been reinforced in the time since. |
have welcomed the opportunity to work
with David, in particular to call on his
experience and knowledge when there
have been thorny and important issues
to deal with, as well as tapping into his
wider knowledge of our industry.

The industry has come a long way
since the formation of the UK Forest
Products Association in 1997, and David
and Dorothy can look back with a sense
of pride in having contributed to that
journey.

Confor is already working to identify
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a suitable successor and to ensure that
the important services to members that
they provide continue. | hope that by the
time you receive this magazine we will
have something ready to announce to
members.

In the meantime, | would like to take
this opportunity to thank David and
Dorothy for their hard work during their
time with Confor and, on my part, to
acknowledge their valuable contribution
over so many years to the industry. And,
of course, to wish David and Dorothy
a well-deserved and very enjoyable
retirement. Stuart Goodall



An Independent Customer Focused Business.

We can offer great support and advice during any purchasing
decisions for a range of quality forestry equipment. Our bespoke
design and fabrication services mean you get exactly what you
want at a competitive price. Modifications and upgrades are our
speciality. Call us to discuss any requirements you have on 01434
230852 we would be pleased to hear from you. Alternatively visit
our website for more information as to what we offer.

www.forestmachineservices.com
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EQUIPMENT

ont mounted

loglogic.co.uk

TOOLTRAK 75

The multi purpose compact tool carrier:

PRODUCT RANGE

* Hedgecutters

* Firewood

* Log Splitters

e Agricultural

* Forestry

* Flails

* Excavator attachments
* Firewood grapple

* Saw attachments

* Remote control mowers

PLUS...

* Used machinery
* Rotor balancing
* Spares

NEW PRODUCTS
v =
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* Lipa HD Excavator

Head

T 01789 763958 * F 01789 400330 * M 07836 589699 * E sales@joeturnerequipment.co.uk * www.joeturnerequipment.co.uk
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BREXIT

PAMMETH

with John Dye,
President of the
Timber Packaging &
Pallet Confederation
(TIMCON)

CONFOR.ORG.UK

What key changes do you anticipate will
Brexit bring for businesses in the British
packaging and palleting sector?
The biggest possible change for the
industry and wooden packaging materials
(WPM) users would be the fact that the
UK will no longer be part of the current EU
Plant Health Standard ISPM 15 exemption.
This means any WPM being used to
export goods/products to an EU country
would have to be ISPM 15-compliant (heat
treated) and this would also be the same
for EU goods coming into the UK.

As in many other businesses, the
lack of clear guidelines is causing much
frustration. To prepare for a scenario
where heat-treatment facilities were
needed immediately following Brexit, for
example, we would require significant
capital investment.

As TIMCON has previously reported,
the risk to trees and forests from the flow
of WPM within the EU is extremely low -

and there is no reason why this will change
overnight on the day Brexit happens.
Therefore, plant health inspection agencies
in the UK (the Forestry Commission) and
many EU countries have advised that they
will continue to consider the risks as they
do now - as ‘low’ - and will not divert
resources away from inspecting higher-risk
goods in order to check WPM.
Frustratingly, WPM manufacturers
cannot advise users that it will “probably
be OK” to continue to ship products to
and from the EU on non-compliant WPM
- because after Brexit the rules will by
default be that they must be compliant.
This is by far the major change.

How are companies in the sector future-
proofing their business?

The former Secretary of State for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs and

now Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster,

the Rt Hon Michael Gove, recently hailed >>

As In many other businesses,
the lack of clear guidelines is
causing much frustration
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&K Kilworth

(% {I Ml TheE-ZE is the world’s
first battery powered
wood chipper

E-ZE electric zero emission.
Weighs under 750kg with
a 7” capacity.

’ RTS Forestry

RTS Forestry is the leading independent Forest Management Company in Scotland
and Northern England with continuing ambition to develop our business in the
burgeoning forest industry. We are seeking applications from experienced Forest
Managers to deliver a full woodland management service on a portfolio of existing
managed properties to the highest standard.

RTS Forestry provide comprehensive, specialist forest management services across
all aspects of woodland management, backed up by a full forest life contracting
service from forest design and planting through to round timber marketing. Our
team of managers combine traditional forest management with new projects

on renewable energy, woodfuel, native woodlands and consultancy. We are fully
independent of any end user, offering and requiring our Forest Managers to deliver
a high quality service to the client's objectives.

In joining RTS the successful candidates will develop their forestry careers within

a company where individual talents and skills are fully recognised and rewarded.
We will want you to convince us that you are ready, keen and able to join and
contribute to our dynamic and progressive company.

The position is based within our Head Office in Crieff providing a service to clients
through Highland Perthshire to Oban/Fort William. Applications from those living
within the working area with an element of remote/home working would be
considered.

For the above position the salary package will be commensurate with the
individual’s experience and their potential to quickly develop and contribute to the
continuing success of the company. The company will provide a competitive salary,
company vehicle, pension contribution and participation in the company's annual
bonus scheme.

To find out more about this exciting role please write or email (enclosing a
CV) to: Harry Wilson, Director, RTS Ltd, Earnside House, Muthill Road, Crieff,
Perthshire PH7 4DH. Email: harry.wilson@rts.ltd.uk sales@kilworthmachinery.co.uk

Closing date: 13th December. Interviews will be conducted on an ongoing ww.Ki hm 3
basis. The position may be filled before the closing date if an exceptional L kilwort achinery.couk

candidate is identified. 01530 412 690

Forestry machinery specialists
We offer road go, tracked and
3 point linkage machines from

4” to 10” capacity

02890 342838 E: sales@mlarge.com W: www.mlarge.com
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BREXIT

>>the work that the WPM industry led by

TIMCON has been doing “as an excellent
example of good practice” and added that
he wished that other policy areas could
adopt similarly pragmatic approaches.

A working group has been formed
of representatives of the major pallet
pooling companies, WPM manufacturers,
reconditioned pallet businesses, Forestry
Commission and DEFRA. This gives a
platform for the industry to explain the
potential challenges facing the industry
and users, and the importance of WPM
to people in the UK - particularly the fact
that the vast majority of pooling pallets
bring in food and drink, so any issues
affecting these could, for example, affect
quantities of goods on supermarket
shelves.

The work done by this working group
has put the industry and the challenges
much higher up DEFRA’s and the UK
Government’s list of priorities. Pallets have
even been discussed during a session of
Parliament.

The working group produced a joint
statement (a first for industry and the
UK government) explaining the situation;
this led to a European statement being
released by the European Federation of
Wooden Pallet & Packaging Manufacturers
(FEFPEB).

Other work being done:

©® Many manufacturers have been
increasing their heat-treating capacities
with new investment in equipment

@ Increasing the capacity of current
equipment - moving to 24/7 shift
patterns, for example, which in many
cases more than doubles capacity
without major investment.

©® In Wales, a scheme has been set up
for small- and medium-sized business
to seek grant monies to invest in
increasing heat-treatment equipment.
©® Work has been carried out

in conjunction with the Forestry
Commission, the UK Wood Packaging
Material Marking Programme advisory
council, TIMCON and the major pooling
companies, allowing the use of heat-
treated repair boards. This again will go
a long way to boost the availability of
compliant pallets.

How is Brexit going to affect the timber
supply to the packaging and pallet sector
and how are companies responding?
Thankfully, we do not foresee any issues
regarding supplies of timber. For many
years, additional volumes have been
sourced from the Baltic States as required,
and we see no reason for these supplies

CONFOR.ORG.UK

TIMCON... will continue to
build links with other
organisations and regions

dropping. With the current slowdown in
demands on their production - due to the
falloff in demand from China and mainland
Europe - they will continue to look to
supply.

Price, of course, is the unknown factor
following the outcome of Brexit.

With the UK trading from outside of the
EU in the future, how will regulations on
quality and biosecurity change for the
pallet and packing sector?

With regards quality, we do not see any
changes in current standards.

With regards regulations, the major
change will be regarding ISPM 15
exemption (see answer to question 1).

Going forward, TIMCON will remain a
prominent and active member of FEFPEB
and continue to work closely with the
other member country organisations. We
see this as being very important as any
changes made in Brussels to packaging
regulations and legislation will continue to
affect UK businesses.

How will Brexit affect the organisation
structure and business strategy

of TIMCON, considering that the
organisation represents businesses in

both the UK and Ireland?

TIMCON has for many years had
members from both northern Ireland
and the Republic of Ireland, including
WPM manufacturers, sawmills and Coilte.
Indeed, two of the current TIMCON
executive board work for Irish WPM
businesses.

Going forward, the TIMCON board
will look to continue to grow our Irish
membership, which we believe can
only benefit the industry. There may be
political differences we have to work to as
nations, and in accordance to the outcome
of Brexit, but we believe the sharing
of information and the good working
business practises will continue.

TIMCON also has members from the
Baltic States and the EU and will continue
to build links with other organisations
and regions. We have close relationships
with international associations such as
the NWPCA in the US and the CWPCA in
Canada and were one of the founders of
the newly formed Global Wood Packaging
Forum, made up with representatives
from Europe (including UK), USA, Canada,
China, Korea, Brazil, Malaysia, South Africa,
New Zealand and Australia; again we see
this as being a positive for the industry.

fra
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Exﬁggﬁ Firewood and Forestry 47
Machinery

Founded in 2007 and with over 150 new woodland projects
co-funded through our relationships with environmentally
conscientious UK businesses, Forest Carbon is the leading
Woodland Carbon Code project developer in the country.

If your woodland o 1
creation project may
need critical additional
funding contact us:

info@forestcarbon.co.uk
0191 395 2956

Relioble otter sales parts and 3eivice rom fhe Tafiun UK importers.

Frawood Processons — Winches - Sowbenches - Lognpitlers - Geobs — Cranes - Muichen

& Kilworth
Elwerth Machinany Lid.. Anmwell Lone, Smisby, Achbey de ko Touch LESS 2TA

www.forestcarbon.co.uk Tok 01530 412690 Fou: DISA0 840000 Bk ackesaarhrmachinoey cask

wisssl idbworfhmochingry.co,uk

Ash Die Back (Chalara) is now present throughout the UK.
Sadly expectation is for up to 97% loss of ash trees.
Ash is widespread in woodlands and roadside edges.

Are you managing your liability, particulalrly in respect of falling trees around
footpaths and highways?

Secondary factors, such as honey fungus, can cause rapid decay.
Decide NOW, before the timber value tumbles, or the removal of increasingly
unstable trees becomes more dangerous and costly.

Using specialised, cost-effective machinery and expert teams, supported by
professional management, Euroforest will turn your dying woodland into a
sustainable asset.

sustainable excellence

'Fﬁjfurther info visit www.euroforest.co.uk and speak 0
to your local Area Manager, or simply call 01228 217517.
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FUNDING

Government channels £50m into
Woodland Carbon Guarantee scheme

An effective financial incentive to significantly boost tree planting?

On 4 November, government launched a
£50million Woodland Carbon Guarantee
scheme to encourage farmers and
landowners to plant more trees and

help tackle climate change. Successful
participants will be offered the option
to sell Woodland Carbon Units to the

Our members comment

John Lockhart
Chairman Lockhart Garratt Ltd

It is excellent to see an initiative coming
forward that aims to fairly recognise the
real value of the carbon sequestration
that will be secured by the creation of
new woodlands. This new guarantee

is very much a starting point and so

we hope to see a resulting stimulation
of the market. However, the success of
the scheme will depend on the levels of
funding that can be secured, which will
need to recognise the alternative revenue
opportunities that can be secured from
the land and the cash flow and timing

James Hepburne
Director of Forest Carbon Ltd

| am hesitant to comment before the first
auction has taken place and we can see
what volume is offered and what price is
achieved (if indeed this information will
be made public).

But | am prepared to say that | am
not pleased about this government
intervention in an emerging market for
the following reasons:

The Woodland Carbon Code (WCC),
and indeed this voluntary market itself,
owe their existence to the initiative and
13 years of hard work by our business,
Forest Carbon Ltd.

The UK’s Clean Growth Strategy
commits the government to “create a
stronger and more attractive domestic
offset market that will encourage more
businesses to support cost-effective
emissions reductions, such as through
planting trees”. We see no evidence of
this action.

CONFOR.ORG.UK

government over 35 years at a guaranteed
price set by auction, providing new
income for land managers who help
businesses compensate for their carbon
emissions.

This is great news, but what could
be the wider implications on woodland

requirements associated with a conversion
to a long-term investment in forestry,
including the validation and certifications
costs associated with carbon.

One critical issue will be the risk
of excluding woodland supported by
the Woodland Carbon Guarantee from
other payments, possibly through the
Environmental Land Management Scheme
(ELMS), for the wider suite of public
goods they will deliver, such as air and
water quality, recreation, flood alleviation,
landscape and biodiversity.

Undoubtedly, investors and companies
looking to mitigate their carbon emissions,
see real value in locally based woodland

We now have mandatory carbon
reporting for 12,000 UK businesses but
no obligation, or even encouragement, for
businesses to offset as indicated in the
Strategy.

Even without government action, 2019
has seen a rapid increase in demand from
businesses to support woodland creation
(through the purchase of woodland
carbon credits), especially in the south of
England. As a result, transaction prices
(in the carbon market) are beginning to
rise. This is why we believe the timing
of this initiative is inept. It will not raise
the voluntary market traded price. Only
sustained private sector demand will do
that.

This is a voluntary market so businesses
are not obliged to buy. If the price of
English domestic offsets rises beyond
what they consider affordable, or the
government buys up most of the available
supply, they have a choice:

Buy from Scotland where supply is

plentiful and the price will be lower

creation, and the emerging forest carbon
market? Within the wider context of
climate change policy, how effective is this
financial incentive to give planting in the
UK - in particular in England - the boost

it needs? Two of our members give their
perspective.

creation for the whole suite of public
benefits it delivers and as such it must
be hoped that the Woodland Carbon
Guarantee would see real shift in the
expectation of value for locally secured
carbon offsets.

We are still at early days, but we
are also seeing a real appetite for
new woodland creation, to mitigate
development impacts, both for carbon
and more widely. If the Woodland
Carbon Guarantee is able to establish a
baseline of value for woodland carbon it
is hoped that this would see a real shift in
the woodland carbon market in the UK.

Buy overseas verified carbon credits

where the price is lower

Do nothing.

Government could greatly improve
planting rates in England by following
Scotland’s example and introducing
a more welcoming and workable
grant scheme without spending yet
more money and imposing further
administrative burden on farm
businesses. Achieving registration,
validation and successive verifications
under the WCC is no small or inexpensive
matter. Forest carbon does all this for
them and pays for it. Government should
allow the WCC to flourish by stimulating
demand. This is how markets work, not
by this heavy-handed intervention.

If the Guarantee is successful in
driving up woodland creation by land
owners who are prepared to wait for
a long time for their money | will be as
pleased as anyone. But this will not help
those who need cash up-front to enable
them to cross the threshold.

FORESTRY & TIMBER NEWS « December 2019 29



PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Taking a specialised approach
to forest machine finance

by Gordon Larson,
EFT Finance

he forestry market has long
Tbeen recognised as some-
thing of a ‘perfect storm’ for
anyone trying to secure or offer
funding. It is a widely underserved
market from mainstream lenders as
many just do not understand how
the market and the industry works.
Firstly, the machinery is expensive
in comparison to other industries’
essentials - a brand new harvester
from any of the leading brands will
cost more than £400,000 with
ease, but a groundcare contrac-
tor will generally have change from
£100,000 after buying a new exca-
vator. That price tag can put lenders
off immediately if they don’t under-
stand the industry and the earning
potential for the machinery.
Then there is the job they do.

Lenders like to lend on assets which
they can touch, feel, and repossess if
need be, and that they know where
they will be at any given time. A for-
estry machine tends to live a hard life
- outside all the time, often in difficult
conditions, and if they ever need to
be located, it will take some finding.
Paying cash and buying a ma-
chine outright from the start is al-
ways an option, but there most likely
there aren’t many forestry players in
the UK which have access to up to
half a million in cash; therefore, the
second-hand market often becomes
the first port of call. This of course
comes with restrictions of its own,
but it can be a useful option for
those who want to keep their costs
down and could not quite stomach
paying a high six-figure sum for
something that does not boast five
bedrooms, two reception rooms,
double garage, and an impressive

outlook in a popular locale.

Even for those who look first in
the second-hand trade, is paying
cash always the best option? Almost
every business in the UK has a com-
mon first problem: cash flow. This is
particularly so in an industry such as
forestry, where income can be sea-
sonal and affected by a variety of
external factors.

It is those eccentricities of the
marketplace in which we operate -
the seasonal and often cyclical na-
ture of incomes; reliance on other in-
dustries; influence of political factors
on the industry such as weakness of
the Pound and import conditions -
which means that a specialised and
individual approach is not just pre-
ferred, but essential for building a
sustainable model for operating in
forestry. Even something as simple
and becoming commonplace like a
VAT deferral or a seasonal payment

f
s_
L

Alternative funding methods

Determining which method is the most suit-
able one for each purchase comes down to
various factors, including the end goal (e

g ownership), the tax implications, and the
all-important cash flow. More businesses
than ever turn to commercial asset finance
to support their needs - the asset finance
market funded over 41% of machinery in-
vestment in Q2 2019. According to the FLA,
this represented an 11-year high.

Bank debt

There was a time when if a business wanted
to purchase anything, they would make an
appointment with their bank manager and
discuss their options. Those days seem to
be far behind us now for all businesses, as
traditional banking is often too cautious
and tied up in regulation to take a risk on
something that they will never fully under-
stand. High-street lenders tend to overlook
forestry, making it difficult to secure fund-
ing in this way.

Hire purchase

Hire purchase allows the customer to pur-
chase the asset outright by making a fixed
monthly payment over a pre-determined

length of time (three, four, five years or
more). The finance company owns the as-
set throughout the hire period and when
the final instalment is paid, the customer is
given the option to purchase, usually for a
nominal sum.

Minimum deposit is usually the full VAT
associated with the purchase, although in
some cases VAT deferrals are also consid-
ered. In the wider commercial vehicle and
machinery finance market, more than 58%
of debt advanced for asset purchases was
through hire purchase (FLA, 12 months to
August 2019), and it continues to be the
most popular method of funding in forestry,
with fixed repayment, and the security of
ownership at the end of the term.

Leasing

While leasing has gained popularity in the
personal vehicle market, it is yet to catch on
in other sectors. Most would write it off be-
cause they expect to have to hand the as-
set back at the end of the rental period, but
if put in place correctly, leasing provides
similar levels of flexibility to hire purchase.
Finance Lease: The leasing company

owns the equipment and effectively the
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buyer pays a rental for the use of it over a
pre-determined period. Generally, the full
value, plus some interest, will be paid to
the financer over that term, and at the end
the “renter” can either continue using the
asset and enter a secondary rental period;
sell the asset on and keep a portion of the
proceeds; or return the asset to the owner/
finance company.

Operating Lease: This would be the best
option only if the buyer has no desire to
continue using the equipment at the end
of the rental period. Payments or monthly
rentals tend to be slightly lower as the leas-
ing company does not need to achieve the
full cost of the equipment over the term as
a residual value is built in when they retake
possession at the end of the lease.

Leasing can be a useful alternative to
Hire Purchase (HP) for the purposes of
spreading the payment of VAT. On an HP
deal, the buyer must pay the VAT up front
but on a finance lease contract, there is VAT
added to each monthly rental payment and
so effectively the VAT is spread across the
lifetime of the agreement, again helping
cash flow. Other important features of each
option are shown in the table opposite.
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schedule can be an extremely use-
ful tool to protect cash flow require-
ments and help with weathering dif-
ficult market conditions.

A specialised finance approach
is therefore essential for any busi-
ness operating in forestry, particu-
larly with current market conditions
making things difficult for many, and
impossible for some. In order to find
the right option for each individual
set of circumstances, it is important
to seek advice from accountants on
the various treatments, but it helps
also to have an advisor who can help
to put in place the right option for
each circumstance, and at the best
rate available.

EFT Finance is an independent
finance brokerage, with a particular
interest in the forestry industry. We
can help with any new or used asset
purchase including harvesters, for-
warders, woodchippers, access and
material handling, and any vehicles
such as vans, pickups or trucks. We
can arrange facilities on both new
and used assets, and whether pur-
chasing from a dealer, or in some cir-
cumstances when buying from an-
other operator or private individual.
gordon@eftfinance.co.uk

Products Hire Purchase Finance Lease Operating Lease Cash Purchase Comments
Initial Deposit Often VAT No No Yes VAT is usually the minimum required on an
Required? only HP contract, however there are often
opportunities to defer the VAT
Treated as Yes Yes No Yes Depending on the accounting standards
Capital employed, a finance lease can in some cases
Expenditure? be treated as capital expenditure for relief.
Regularity of Yes Yes Yes No There may be documentation fees at the
Payments? beginning and option to purchase fees
or balloon/residual payments at the end,
but these are usually clearly defined
and set from the start.
Early Exit or Yes Yes Yes No All can generally be extended, but leases are
Extension traditionally a bit trickier to exit than Hire
Options? Purchase. On an HP agreement, the borrower
can effectively ask for a settlement at any
point within the agreement, usually without
lease, they are likely to be required to pay at
least 50% of the remaining rentals to exit
the contract early.
Balance Sheet? Yes Yes Yes Yes Traditionally, an operating lease would not
Entry have shown on the balance sheet, but would

CONFOR.ORG.UK

instead have rentals affecting only the P&L.
However as of January 2019 under IFRS16,

most leased Plant, Property and Equipment
(PPE) now have to be included as an asset on
the books, following the new ‘right of use model.
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‘or Lumbermate, Wood-
izer, TimberKing and most
makes of mobile sawmill
o Technical Advice
¢ Blade Sharpening

T: 01348 873179

M: 07887 544333
Ness Flovosms Centee, Kintail Tinse
Tel: 0143

¢ Sawmill Training E: sales@stephencullblademaster.com

www.stephencullblademaster.com

Plottmg & Production Surveys %
Timber Crwsmg & Woodland Tarlfﬁng
Timber Quality Assesments.. e

“GIS Mapping & Data Collection "-"-

Barle ValleyForestry Ltd
R 0 Fixed Monltormg, Research PrOJect”s*a& Attribute Surveying

Forest Su rveys =

————

* 08001114733 contact@bargforestry co.uk www.barleforestry.co.uk @barleforestry

BOMFORD

TURNER

Quality, function, value
and robust design.

Built-in as
standard

Bomford Turner offer a range of flail mowers
and rotary toppers from simple grounds-care
machines to agricultural-industrial mowers for
municipal and airport landscape maintenance.

ABojouyos| adedspue]uanoid

Landscape Forestry Remote Cultivation

Tel +44(0)1789 773383
E-mail info@bomford-turner.com o —
Website www.bomford-turner.com ®e
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Changes ahead in workforce
contractual documentation

Gillian Mair,
Brodies Solicitors

rom 6 April next year, the informa-
Ftion that employers are legally re-

quired to provide in writing to their
workforce will change.

Current position

Under current legislation, employers must give
employees whose role will last for at least
one month a written statement of certain
terms of their employment: this is some-
times referred to as a ‘section 1 statement’
as the obligation to provide this statement
comes from section 1 of the Employment
Rights Act 1996. Except in limited circum-
stances, employers must give this state-
ment to an employee within two months of
the beginning of their employment.

Changes from 6 April 2020

From 6 April 2020, the right to be entitled
to a written statement of certain terms of
engagement will be extended so that all
‘workers’ will be entitled to receive such a
statement, in addition to employees. Ad-
ditional information will also require to be
provided to employees and workers in this
‘section 1 statement’ over and above the
information that must be provided to em-
ployees under current legislation. The for-
mat in which some of the information has
to be provided will also change.

What is meant by ‘workers’?

There are three basic categories of individ-

uals who provide services in the UK:
Employees: At one end of the spec-
trum, these individuals have the most
comprehensive employment rights and
protections.
Self-employed: By contrast, the genu-
inely self-employed have very little pro-
tection; they are in business on their
own account but have the advantages
of flexibility and paying different levels
of income tax and national insurance
contributions.
Workers: Somewhere in the middle sit
‘workers’, an intermediate category cre-
ated by employment legislation. Work-
ers’ employment rights are more limited
than employees but, for example, they
have the right to paid annual leave and
the minimum wage.

CONFOR.ORG.UK

A number of different factors are rel-
evant when determining employment
status, including the level of control oper-
ated by the employer; whether there is an
obligation to offer and accept work; and
whether the individual has
to perform the work
personally.

In some cases, an
individual’s employ-
ment  status  will *

- -

be straightforward.
However, there are

many grey areas, par-
ticularly around casual 5
workers and contractors

and these individuals may,
depending on the circum-
stances (and regardless of

what is stated in any contrac-
tual documentation), be ‘workers’.

So what do the changes mean?
Essentially, from 6 April 2020, a significant
number of individuals who form part of
the workforce (ie workers) will have a new
statutory right to be issued with certain
written information relating to their en-
gagement.

Employees and workers starting work
on or after 6 April 2020, will also have to be
provided with more information in writing
than what is currently provided to employ-
ees at present. For example, employers will
have to provide additional particulars in
relation to:

the days of the week the employee/

worker has to work; whether or not such

hours or days may be variable, and if so
how they vary or how that variation is to
be determined;

any other paid leave (including, for ex-

ample, paid family leave such as mater-

nity and paternity leave);

any other benefits that are provided by

the employer that are not already in-

cluded in the statement;

any probationary period including any

conditions and its duration; and

any training entitlement provided by

the employer.

The format in which the information con-
tained within a section 1 statement has to
be provided is also changing. In some cases,
the section 1 statement itself won’t have to
provide the detail of all of the particulars,
and can refer the employee or worker to the

1

provisions of other documents, as long as
these are reasonably accessible.

The obligation to provide the section 1
statement to workers and employees will
apply regardless of the length of the en-

gagement and most of the informa-
’ tion will need to be issued no
later than the start of the en-
gagement, which is earlier
than required at present.
As most employers tend
to include the required in-
formation in contracts of
employment, it is likely that
as a result of these chang-
es, employers will need to
update their contractual
documentation for em-
ployees and workers, and
review their timescales for
issuing contracts.

Failure to provide this information may
result in an employee or worker making
a complaint to an employment tribunal,
seeking a declaration in relation to the
terms of their engagement. In some cir-
cumstances where an employee success-
fully raises another type of employment
tribunal claim against their employer (for
example, a claim for unlawful deduction of
wages or unfair dismissal), an employee or
worker may also be awarded compensa-
tion of up to four weeks’ pay for the failure
to provide information (capped at the rel-
evant statutory rate for each week’s pay) in
addition to a declaration.

INFO

If you would like to discuss any of the
above or would like help with revising
your contractual documentation,
contact Gillian Mair, Senior Associate at
Brodies LLP. gillian.mair@brodies.com
0141 245 6250.

Brodies Workbox

Guidance on recruiting employees

and workers and drafting associated
contractual documentation can also be
found on Brodies Workbox, an online
platform that provides up-to-date,
practical HR advice, templates and
tools. Members of Confor can sign up
for a free trial by contacting Gillian Mair
or emailing employment@brodies.com
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Professional harvesting to _
maximise the value of your
investment.

We possess all the experience and skills necessary to
undertake any size, type and complexity of felling operation,
including thinning and clearfells. Through our strategic
sawmill partnerships we bring a range of benefits to our
clients, maximising the return on their investment.

Why not call us on T 01434 611038 to discuss your needs.

~for

Mulching mowers
from 10HP-350HP

Tough & versatile

Many attachments
available for every
forestry job

% Tough Tools
a Tough Job.

t: 01892 890364
e: info@lameng.com

HF

HOME FORESTRY LLP

winw. homaforesi ry.co.ul

e
Alstor mini forwarders * Rabaud Firewood processors * Saw b
and trailers * Log peelers & pointers *

e T | W ik Y
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T.01746 718456 M. 07966 365157 www.homeforestry.co.uk E. nathan@homeforestry.co.uk

D —— LAM BERH U RST Lamberhurst Engineering Ltd
Priory Farm « P L
MORE FROM WOOD. E EGLGER EN(.;'-_IIMFTEEEING Priofy Farm - Parsonage Lane
www.lameng.com
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enches *
Log splitters 14-80 tonnes

Suppliers of new and used forestry
firewood and fencing machinery

J
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Kindling machines * Chain winches * Farma cranes
* Cone splitters * Cleaving splitters * Grader blades

New Rabaud Xylotrail forwarding trailers

Home Forestry lip, Willowdene Farm, Chorley, Bridgnorth, Shropshire WV16 6PP
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Diversifying into ecotourism?
Protect your income

James Innes
of Lycetts’s Rural
Division

he introduction of the

post-EU Environmental

Land Management System

(ELMS) that will essentially
reward landowners for delivering
environmental benefits also opens
up opportunities for woodland and
forest owners looking to diversify
into tourism-related activities.

The prolonged uncertainty over
Brexit has had an unprecedented
impact on the UK’s rural economy
forcing many to re-evaluate and dra-
matically shift their long-established
business models. Protecting and
bolstering future income means that
diversifying into unknown territory
is often the most viable option.

The good news is that all around
the UK, diversified businesses are in-
deed thriving - offering rural enter-
prise a much-needed lifeline outside
their limited or declining traditional
income.

The Farm Business Survey
2015/16 claimed the total income
from diversification activities
was £580m, demonstrating that
generating alternative revenue from
the land can be a lucrative move.

Go green to get

out of the red

The obvious transition is
tourism - but with a green
twist. Eco-tourism  will A&
ensure that landown- E‘
ers are fully exploiting L
the current zeitgeist of
more people wanting
life-changing adven-
tures, authentic experi-
ences and staycations, not
package-holidays. Diver-
sifying into environmentally
positive activities can also help
secure much-needed environmental
‘rewards’ during and after the transi-
tion to ELMS.

Eco tourism is defined by The
International Eco-tourism Society
as “responsible travel to natural ar-
eas that conserves the environment,
sustains the well-being of the local
people, and involves interpretation
and education”. And few are bet-
ter placed than woodland owners to
use this perfect platform of nature
and wildlife in their business reincar-
nation using the vast acres of trees
and arboreal knowledge already at
their disposal.

As the UK population becomes
more environmentally conscious
and aware of the detrimental effects
of mass-market tourism, this opens

Woodland
owners can
exploit the
current zeitgeist
for more
adventurous
‘staycations’

up opportunities that make the
tourism industry more sus-
tainable culturally, envi-
ronmentally and eco-
nomically.

This is supported
by a recent Booking.
com survey which
found that 86% would
engage with actives
that counteract the
environmental impact

of their trip - whether
that be helping with coun-
tryside clean-up projects or

consciously booking more eco-
friendly stays.

Protect the environment,
protect your income

These political and social trends cer-
tainly pave the way to make money
from woodland.

From forest schools to glamp-
ing holidays, trekking and wildlife
retreats to treetop zip wire adven-
tures, food and music festivals, di-
versifying into new, greener tour-
ism-related activities can secure a
long-term business future.

However, these new ventures

come with new risks and challenges
- financially and environmentally.
Critical gaps in knowledge and ex-
perience are inevitable during the >>
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AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERING

Quality
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Speaks for itself
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MASON

WOODCHIPPERS

2

Quality refurbished woodchippers and stump grinders
All makes and models of chipper and grinder
3” to 12” tracked, road tow and PTO
All refurbished machines sold with 30 day warranty

Call us on 01325 377 475 or 07484 081795
Email john@msonwoodchippers.com
www.masonwoodchippers.com

British Hardwood

TREE NURSERY

CHOICE SERVICE

WIDE RANGE OF TREE RAPID NATIONWIDE
GUARDS & ACCESSORIES DELIVERY

EXPERTS

UK'S FORESTRY &
HEDGING EXPERTS

Celebrating 30 years in the industry, we choose the best
selection of UK grown bare root trees, shrubs, hedging 30’"

and planting accessories to ensure your landscapes thrive.
ANNIVERSARY

o e LA

. - Trade website
Order online for trade discounts W'IH'W Brder onlifie
. 01673 818443
Call us now for a competitive quote @ Advice & Sales'open
Mon-Fri - 8.30am - 5pm

www.britishhardwood.co.uk

British Hardwood Tree Nursery Ltd,
Snitterby, Lincolnshire DN21 4TZ

6) TUBEX

Advancmg growth
T Distributor
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set-up and transitional period.

Diversification can create sub-
stantial revenue returns but it re-
quires shrewd business planning
along with judicious risk manage-
ment. Stringent health and safety
assessments and prudent insurance
arrangements are essential in pro-
tecting against potential liabilities
and unforeseen uninsured risks and
public liability claims.

For any business looking to use
green credentials as a proposition,
protecting the world’s natural capi-
tal (natural assets such as geology,
soil, air, water and all living things)
must be a business priority - par-
ticularly to comply with new agri-
environment schemes which will be
prioritised under ELMS regulations.

Woodlands and forests provide
vital ecosystem services such as cli-
mate regulation and natural flood
defences, habits for wildlife and the
pollination of crops by insects so
their protection must be at the fore-
front of all eco-tourism initiatives.

Onwards and upwards
planning

Getting the right planning permis-
sions from the council is a top pri-
ority but early intervention from The
Environment Agency will also en-
sure a treehouse project or treetop
adventure complies with sustainable
development.

As landowners fulfil the demand
for more unusual experiences - such
as woodland yoga, and llama trek-
king - and niche accommodation
such as activity lodges to holistic
retreats and luxury treehouses, gaps
in knowledge will become even
more pronounced and varied, and
the need to seek specialist advice
will become greater.

Some new
ventures come
with risks and
challenges that
will require the
help of expert
professionals
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Be mindful that from a business
insurance perspective, holiday-let
policies may not be adequate for
the more non-traditional accommo-
dation types - specialist cover may
be needed.

From a risk management per-
spective, with the increased risk of
fire in woodlands, it’s essential to
have a fire plan in place and growing
timber is adequately insured. A spe-
cialist broker can offer valuable con-
sultancy advice, helping to identify
such liabilities and avoid the pitfalls
of venturing into an unknown field
of business.
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Lycetts has almost 60 years’ ex-
perience advising and insuring rural
and diversified businesses. From risk
management, HSE compliance and
specialist insurance advice, we can
help identify and avoid costly risks
and business-damaging downfalls.

After all, forewarned is forearmed
and working closely with experts
who can offer impartial advice from
the offset will make diversification
damage limitation a priority for any
new tourism venture.

james.innes@lycetts.co.uk
www.lycetts.co.uk

FUELWOOD, japa

Circular saw & chainsaw processors
6”, 8” & 10” length kindling options

Up to 14” capacity
Huge productivity

Finance available

Designs specifically for processing UK timber

FTN5-17

CONFOR.ORG.UK

Kindling & Firewood Processors

- - = - I";'._. -
Fuelwood (Warwick) Ltd ~www.fuelwood.co.uk —t: 01926 484673
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UTH E AST AREALWAYSLOOKINGTO
BUY LARGE QUANTITIES
OF STANDING TIMBER

Unmanaged woodland?
Overstood coppice starting to fall over?
Timber growth stopped due to much competition?

» All hardwood species sought

Oak, Ash, Sweet Chestnut,
Hornbeam, Sycamore

Thinning, coppice and clear-fell
All softwood species of interest

Felling licences arranged to meet
your woodlands needs

South East Forestry can help with
your woodland management needs
and provide economic returns.

We are looking to purchase large volumes
of woodland grown standing timber from
unmanaged and managed woodlands.

South East Forestry: We buy - We fell - We sell
Call John Davieson 01580819179 or 07759 567801
www.southeastforestry.co.uk



HEALTH & SAFETY

FISA refreshes
‘Guidance on
Managing Health
and Safety in
Forestry’ (GMHSF)

Everyone in the forestry industry
has a part to play in making the
industry a safe place to work; read
this guidance and know your own
responsibilities.

The refreshed 2019 FISA
GMHSF is the core guidance for
the forest industry. This guidance
informs all those working in the
timber supply chain and their
stakeholders, by clearly setting out
roles and responsibilities for all,
from landowner/agent; forest works
manager; contractor (including
hauliers and industry supporting
trades) to workers. This is the main
guidance that you should refer to
in the industry. The guide is now
clearly split into sections making
your responsibilities clear and
easier to follow.

The guide reinforces the
message of the need for site
planning, competence and
maintaining competence for all
roles.

The ‘hot topic’:
806 Welfare Guide
published

Forestry workers often work in
isolated and challenging locations
and are expected to undertake
difficult tasks to a professional
standard. The provision of facilities

for their general welfare has been
required by law for over 20 years.
The FISA Worksite Operations
Working Group in consultation
together with forestry safety
professionals and the wider industry
have produced the FISA 806
Welfare Safety Guide to assist duty
holders to understand what the
existing Workplace (Health, Safety
and Welfare) Regulations 1992
require. This FISA guide also gives
clear examples of types of welfare
provision that are considered
reasonably practicable on forestry
sites. These examples demonstrate
how on larger and more complex
sites welfare facilities can, as well
as provision of welfare facilities,
provide space for seated team
discussion, planning and meetings,
an area to store site paperwork and
host drying facilities.

This FISA guide is new to the
forestry industry and is released
with request for feedback to FISA.
Comments will be fed back to
the Worksite Operations Working
Group and the guide will be
reviewed eighteen months after
release. Having this review period
will assist in getting the guide right
for the industry; this is important as
we want to encourage the industry
to step forward and improve the
approach to welfare provision on
forestry sites.

Coming soon:
FISA 505 Traction
Assist Guide

Traction winches are now out
in the industry, and this guide

outlines the key safety points with
this type of kit. This document
considers traction winches when
used to reduce the tractional
force transmitted by the machine
to the ground surface. It is useful
for forestry and other tree work
applications including harvesting,
silvicultural and ground preparation
operations.

www.ukfisa.com

Swedish timber trailers and cranes

AVESTA-VAGNEN

Timber Extraction

From 1.3 to 15 tonne capacity

Full range of telescopic cranes

Minimal ground impact and damage

Specialist trailers for use with ATVs

8

\ t
www.fuelwood.co.uk t: 0q926 484673

FTN5-17 Fuelwood (Warwick) Ltd
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MARKETS

Uncertain present
but positive future

TIMBER AUCTIONS
MARKET REPORT
Oliver Combe
Timber Auctions

>

Global factors
The major influence on the UK market re-
mains beetle damaged spruce timber from
Central Europe and Scandinavia which is
causing an oversupply of spruce timber on
the global market.

Whilst elsewhere in the world timber
prices have stopped falling and there are
signs of modest increase in prices, the situ-
ation in Western Europe is one of oversup-
ply.

The scale of the sanitation felling’s to
try and recover timber damaged by the Ips
typographus outbreaks in central Europe is
huge.

Hardest hit has been the Czech Repub-
lic and Germany although there also out-
breaks in Austria, France, Slovakia, Poland
and Sweden.

In 2018, the Czech Republic reported 18
million m3 obs of damaged timber to be
felled, this year it has reported 30 million!
The total standing resource is 384 million
m3 so felling is substantially outstripping
growth.

In Germany, the situation is equally dire
with 11 million m3 of beetle timber har-
vested this year, which is a 50% increase on
last year although the standing volume of
spruce in nearly one billion m3.

The fragmented nature of German for-
est ownership has also meant that many
damaged stands have been abandoned as
smaller owners are unwilling or unable to
stand the cost of felling and restocking so
choose to close the gate and let nature run
its course.

Throughout Europe, there has been a
massive and concerted harvesting effort to
clear damaged spruce and supply it to in-
dustrial wood uses.

This has created a massive oversupply of
spruce saw logs at regional sawmills leading
to substantial price reductions. Roundwood
prices have crashed to the point where in
some areas beetle damaged timber is worth
less than the cost of harvesting it. Produc-
tion curtailments are now the norm in most
North European and Scandinavian mills for
the next six months and predictions are of
falling log prices as we move into 2020.

The price crash has forced log sellers to
look for alternative markets, although the
high harvesting costs and long transport
distances have made this challenging. Many
countries are also wary of importing beetle
damaged timber so the sellers have had to

Roadside hardwood prices (£ hft) November 2019

continue to cast their nets further afield.

In this case, all roads lead to China and
there has been a massive increase in the
shipments of beetle damaged spruce logs
to China from central Europe. Exports to
China have increase by around 400%.

The Chinese market has been saturated
with both roundwood from Europe and
sawn timber at the same time as domestic
demand has fallen as tighter environmen-
tal controls being to have an impact, to
the point where prices have been steadily
falling in 2019. However, the recent weeks
have seen a pronounced upturn in demand
for softwood logs in China and there are al-
ready signs that

The US softwood market is showing
signs of starting to improve with prices now
at around the $400 mbf (million board feet)
for 4x2 Kiln dried material, which is a 7% in-

Oak Oak Oak Oak Export ash White ash Export 1st grade

planking beam fencing Cordwood & beech sawlogs sycamore firewood crease on the previous month. However, this
High price £15.00 £10.00 £6.00 £1.40 £3.25 £4.50 £5.00 is on the back of much reduced production
Mid price £12.00 £8.00 £4.50 £1.25 £2.75 £4.00 £4.00 levels from the sawmilling sector. There are
Low price £9.00 £7.00 £3.50 £1.00 £2.00 £3.00 £3.00

These prices are for guidance purposes only and are based on historic market information

£ per tonne delivered to customers in
Wales, central and south England (Nov 2019)

now signs of an improvement in US house-
building starts which may now begin to lead
to increase in both price and demand levels

£ per tonne delivered to customers in
north England and Scotland (Nov 2019)

Product Lower price Upper price Trend Product Lower price Upper price Trend
Log 18 £60.00 £75.00 = Log 18 £60.00 £75.00 =
Bar 14 £55.00 £60.00 - Bar / pallet 14 £55.00 £65.00 —
SRW £45.00 £55.00 - SRW £40.00 £55.00 -
Fencing £55.00 £65.00 - Fencing £55.00 £65.00 -
H Wood firewood £50.00 £60.00 = H Wood firewood £45.00 £55.00 -
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in the US and may start to draw European
volumes away from the UK.

The effects of Trumpism on the timber
sector have been particularly pronounced
in the US hardwood market where the US
v China trade war has caused havoc with
American hardwood lumber producers.

China had become a major export mar-
ket for many US producers over the last 10
years and accounted for 50% of their pro-
duction with a value of around two billion
dollars per annum.

For 12 months, export volumes have
fallen steadily and from June onwards when
the full tariffs came into play the export vol-
umes have fallen to half their peak.

This has had a significant effect on many
small local family mills as they begin to lay
off staff to deal with a significantly reduced
market volume and value. How will Trump

CONFOR.ORG.UK

react to layoffs amongst the blue-collar vot-
ers as a result of his policies?

It will be interesting to see where the Chi-
nese buyers go to replace the US volumes,
these are significant quantities and would
have an immediate effect on the European
and UK markets if they started to replace
US volume with North European temperate
hardwood. Domestic market

In the UK, this international context has led
to a substantial build-up of both imported
and domestic stocks of sawn whitewood
timber, at the same time as demand has
fallen due to political uncertainty.

After a spike of activity in the summer,
there has been a slowdown in the autumn
as political uncertainty leads to low confi-
dence. Sawmills are struggling to move
stock and face a constant battle to match
import prices, the very modest recent im-
provement in the strength of the pound
against the euro will not have helped either.
It is tough times for the sawmilling sector.

Finished product prices have fallen
steadily since the market peaked in late
2018 with most sawmills reducing prices by
£5 per tonne per quarter throughout 2019.
This has had a drastic impact on the prices
of standing timber with good spruce par-
cels with a high saw log content now back
to £40 to £45 per tonne standing. Difficult
sites with a high mixed conifer content will
be much lower than this.

Pallet wood processors have followed
with their own price cuts but have now
reached price levels where local biomass
markets are starting to win volume and
so are faced with seeing pallet logs being
chipped if they reduce prices any further.

The local biomass (energy) markets
have remained locally very competitive

and have served to put a floor in the mar-
ket in most areas, fortunately at very rea-
sonable prices. In England chip wood is
being shifted from roadside as fast it can
be produced whereas the saw logs are now
sitting at roadside waiting for space in the
sawmill stockyards.

The elephant in the room remains the
UK wood for energy market, there has been
substantial capacity installed in the sector
over the last five years and Drax’s recent
announcement of an increase in wood pel-
let capacity from 1.5 million to five million
tonnes has to have an impact on the wood
fibre market. The proliferation of small lo-
cal biomass plants is all putting pressure on
available supplies of small roundwood and
now saw logs for traditional markets.

The strength of the biomass demand
and prices has held prices up in England
and will start to have an impact in Scotland
as roadside stocks of small roundwood
drop and seasonal demand for energy
wood picks up, there are already signs of
some buyers looking for volume for next
spring.

The supply picture remains much more
interesting with the falling prices signifi-
cantly reducing volumes offered and sold
into the market in the second half of 2019.
This coupled with reduced harvesting ac-
tivity and reduced availability of sawmill
co-products may see increased short-term
demand for standing crops with a high
spruce small roundwood content over the
next couple of months.

With reduced volumes offered and re-
duced volumes being sold, buyers are see-
ing their bought ahead supplies reducing
as pricing is driven by demand factors. In
the short term, this may not be a big con-
cern but as we move past Christmas, sup-
plies will need to be secured for spring
2020. It will be an interesting spring if we
get a run of bad weather and pricing starts
to be driven by availability.

In summary, for demand, the short-term
outlook remains pretty pessimistic, except
for small roundwood where local biomass
is providing a floor to the price decreases.

In the longer term, it will only take a
modest upturn in demand levels in China
and the USA to start to see a firming of
prices again.

TIMBER AUCTIONS

If you wish to discuss parcels of
timber you would like to market,
please contact Oliver Combe on
07771 958975, oliver.combe@
timberauctions.co.uk for free
independent marketing advice.
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e Protects saplings from Rabbits, Hares, and
Systemic Herbicides

e Expands with the natural growth of the tree

e Can be supplied ventilated if required

e Available in clear, brown or green finishes

® 40mm and 50mm diameter tube sizes

e Order direct from the manufacturer

Ansini Limited, Mill 3, Pleasley Vale Business Park, Outgang Lane,
Pleasley Vale, Mansfield, Nottinghamshire, NG19 8RL

Tel: +44 (0) 1623 812333

Fax: +44 (0) 1623 812444 Email: info@ansini.co.uk

Hedging plants, tree protection supplies, softwood & hardwood stakes

M i)

TreesPlease

Dependable suppliers of UK grown

Bareroot Trees, Hedging and Shrubs

A range of UK provenances to meet all planting objectives

tre e gu ar d £ Situated in the beautiful county of Northumberland from where
f 3 we grow and supply bare root trees to our wide customer base.

Trees Please has grown to be a true one stop shop for those looking
to plant trees. Our nursery team have over 200 collective years
experience in growing and nursery production as well as a firm
understanding of the forestry industry. Please get in touch today.

TreesPlease Ltd Dilston Haugh Farm Corbridge Northumberland NE45 5QY

www.spira Itreeguard.com ' T: 01434 633049 E: sales@treesplease.co.uk W: www.treesplease.co.uk

Approved

HYDRAULICS

Fo_restry Attachments

Providing World Leading
Forestry Attachments

—Mulchers & Flails
—Stump Grinders
—Log Crackers
—Log Grabs
—Cone Splitters

Wil e
L ....

INTERMERCATO -
FEMAC -
BALTROTORS °
CMB °

wwW:approvedhydraulics:co.uk

42 FORESTRY & TIMBER NEWS « December 2019

BESPOKE OPTIONS
MANUFACTURED
IN-HOUSE

0844 770 7969
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MARKETS

Growth in forestry values outperforms
London house price index

FOREST MARKET
REPORT
Fenning Welstead
John Clegg & Co

e have just completed the UK
Forest Market Report for 2019.
This joint production by Tilhill

and John Clegg & Co gives a summary
of activity in the forestry market and has
now been doing so for over 20 years. For
the year ended September 2019, it records
£126m of traded forestry property. This
comprises 81 individual forests all in excess
of our minimum 20ha threshold. The gross
area traded was 14,235ha of which 11,024ha
were stocked. The average value is arith-
metically £11,475 per stocked hectare.

Compared with 2018, when the average
was £9332, this equates to an arithmetic
23% increase in value. But this is not to say
that the whole market has moved by this
much. It is a function of the quality and lo-
cation of the properties traded during the
year. It cannot be used to accurately reflect
the overall growth in values.

Our joint conclusion is that from 2002
to 2019 the compound growth in forestry
values has been in the order of 12.9% per
annum. Over those 17 years, a value of
£1000 in 2002 has grown to £7867 - al-
most an eight-fold increase - by 2019. That
is a very impressive performance. It may be
of interest to consider the chart showing
the growth in forestry values against the
London house index since 1992.

Highlighted sales in 2019
Knock Moss in Galloway offered 180ha
of simple P84 conifer crops with a net
stocked area of 153ha. As its name im-
plies the soils varied from knolls of mineral
brown earths and peaty flats. Basic access
is in place but further expenditure is re-
quired before major harvesting. A success-
ful marketing campaign resulted in a sale
at close to £11,000 per stocked hectare.
Glenshamrock & Coup Bing Moss, in
East Ayrshire, comprised 120ha of mid
-1970s plantation and some recently felled
land awaiting replanting were presented to
the market by John Clegg & Co. The com-
petitive closing date in June resulted in a
sale at a price under £9000/ha. This was
a mixed quality property with a good loca-

CONFOR.ORG.UK

tion and markets very close to hand, but
the peaty soils constrain yield class. The
contrast between these two sales reinforc-
es the importance of the individual charac-
teristics of properties which have a major
impact on both crop and solum values.
Letters Forest, overlooking Loch Fyne,
extends to 556ha. Established in the late
1980s, it is rapidly approaching the start
of a planned harvesting programme. With
a net stocked area of 368ha and a devel-
oped access this was sold at over £18,000
per hectare. The range of value across
these three forests reflects the quality of
the soils and consequent crops, the state
of the access, their scale and location. All
three attracted interest and sold competi-
tively with satisfying results for the sellers.
On a similar scale to Letters, Bidwells
have presented Ewich Forest at Crianlarich
in Stirlingshire. This 632ha forest is on
the market with a guide price of £5.75M.
Composed of mixed coniferous species
with significant proportions of larch and
lodgepole pine, the guide price is just over
£9000/ha. This seems a very competitive
price for a plantation now 40 years old.
What is interesting about Ewich is its
location at a major junction in the west of
Scotland road network. Crianlarich repre-
sents a meeting point of the road north
from Glasgow and the road coming west
from Edinburgh/Stirling. There is also a
railway station and the popular West High-

index

land Way passes through the forest. This
all seems to provide something of a focus
for tourism and visitors and there must be
some potential to consider developing this
forest to cater for that traffic. It will be in-
triguing to see how the market responds
to this opportunity at the closing date on
Tuesday, 26 Novembet.

John Clegg & Co offered Watermeet-
ings & Hitterill Hill in south Lanarkshire
during September/ October. Extending to
729ha, this is a well-known and extensive
commercial plantation lying just to the
west of the main M74 in the hills surround-
ing the source of the River Clyde. The orig-
inal conifer crops yielded high tonnages
per hectare, 500 tonnes and better. The re-
planted forest, now average age 12, prom-
ises to do better given improved planting
stock. The sale generated a strong level of
interest from the active investors seeking
purchase in the commercial forestry mar-
ket. The competitive closing date resulted
in very healthy bidding and the final sale
price, at comfortably over £20,000 per co-
nifer hectare, sets a very confident bench-
mark for the future.

Following on the same agents have just
presented High Cairn - 338ha of restocked
commercial forestry with a fully developed
access but slightly younger than Water-
meetings. With a guide price of £3.7m,
equivalent to £14,682 per commercial hec-

tare, this looks to be very competitively >>

Ve

FORESTRY & TIMBER NEWS « December 2019 43



lLoxston

Loxston Groundcare Ltd are

the sole UK distributer for
Irus mowing machinery

The Irus range of remote controlled mowers are designed for mowing
and maintenance of precipitous slopes, parks, roadside verges and
railway embankments offering reduced risk of injury to operators. Irus
remote control mowers will go where standard walk behind or ride
on mowers cannot go safely being able to run on slopes of up to 50°.
Radio control ranges of up to 300m ensure that operators are always
out of harm’s way.

We will be able to supply new machinery, attachments and spare parts.

To make an enquiry please call us on
01460 242562 or email us info@loxston.co.uk
www.irus-mowers.co.uk

m Extensive range of compact
tracked ‘Spider’ access platforms

m Compact machines able to
access difficult to reach areas

m Manoeuvres through standard
gateways and narrow paths

m Track widening
system & greater
ground clearance

m Established 1999

Promax Access Ltd
Unit 8, Acorn Phase 3,

High Street, Grimethorpe,

Barnsley, South Yorkshire S72 7BD
Email: sales@promaxaccess.com
\Web: www.promaxaccess.com

Tel: 01226 716657
Fax: 01226 716658

’) Pentland

¥ BIOMASS
Woodfuel, Firewood and Chipping
Value and Quality in Biomass Fuel

Landowners - Standing
Timber Required

If you have standing timber that you wish
to fell and sell, we offer a straightforward
end to end service. We manage the
project from start to finish — applying

for a Felling Licence, having the timber
felled, buying the timber and removing

it from your site. Please contact Richard
on 07812 025578 to find out more.

Woodchip Deliveries

Contract Chipping

Our 400 hp Musmax PTO chipper is
available for hire. It will chip to your
preferred specification of chip and
produce up to 50 tonnes per hour.

It is hired with one of our operators,
by the hour.

Excellently priced, high quality BSL
accredited woodchip for sale across
Scottish Borders and Central Scotland.

Please order your woodchip early
as we continue to experience a
high demand.

Please contact us on 0131 440 7949 or info@pentlandbiomass.com
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Watermeetings

priced and further strong interest is antici-
pated.

We could not write a market report this
quarter without mentioning the presenta-
tion by Savills of Llanbrynmair. This is the
largest individual forest to be presented to
the market for some time at over 2160ha.
With an extensive network of roads and
now in the productive phase, this is a forest
that should generate net income for many
years to come. Interest has been growing
over the last month and a closing date has
been set for Tuesday, 3 December. The op-
portunity to invest in UK forestry is often
constrained by scale. Llanbrynmair clearly
offers the chance to buy in at a significant
level and as such it is anticipated that a
wider range of investors may present offers
for consideration.

As always, the attention to long-term
management boosts market value. Wood-
lands that are clearly being cared for pre-
sent themselves so much better than those
abandoned. For commercial woods par-
ticular importance is attached to replanted
crops. A recent example of forest mid-
way through restructuring with exemplary
young crops is Blaentafalog which sold off
market, despite a mineral issue in the title,
before we had finished the sale particulars.

Mineral rights
The question of mineral rights is worth men-
tioning. Several forests, notably in Wales,

CONFOR.ORG.UK

have crossed our desks recently where the
mineral rights are not included in the title
being in the ownership of a third party. It
is commonly believed that this does not
prevent the forest owner from using stone
dug within the title boundary for the con-
struction and repair of forest roads, again
within the title. However, there appears to
be a degree of uncertainty. We know of
one large sale (c£1.2m) that was derailed
by the purchaser losing confidence as risk
was hard to quantify. There is a live legal
case involving NRW the outcome of which
will hopefully clarify the situation.

Turning to smaller woods and broad-
leaved mixes there is a continued interest
from people wishing to own and enjoy
their sylvan glade. Recent sales in England
have shown what can be achieved by very
attractive broadleaved woodlands. Even if

limited timber value, and indeed with ash
dieback liabilities present, well presented
woodlands have been achieving up to
£18,000 per hectare where there is strong
demand. However, lower values may apply
as beauty lies in the eye of the beholder.
The effects of ash dieback become ever
more apparent and it is a real wake-up call
to the need to properly care for the natural
world. It is enormously encouraging to see
the higher profile forestry now has in the
media. While expressing great sympathy
for those affected by the November floods
it is to be hoped that this stimulates real ac-
tion in terms of approvals for new planting
in upland areas. Trees, woodland and forest
answer so many of our objectives for water
management, biodiversity, carbon seques-
tration, livestock shelter and timber supply.
www.johnclegg.co.uk

CONFOR
WELCOMES
NEW MEMBERS

Mark Steele, Cumbria

Henry Egerton, Dorset
Coedwigaeth Pencelyn, Wales
Donal Prosser, Cumbria

Harriet Schiavone, Gloucestershire
Adam Barnard-Clare, London
Harry Toulson, Somerset

Albion Timber, Yorkshire

Esther Bloor, Gwynedd

Dormont Estate, Dumfriesshire
Wildland Ltd, Scottish Highlands
Plumpton College, East Sussex
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REPUBLIC OF IRELAND

Anti-afforestation campaign
threatens new planting

Sean Lenihan
Kestrel
Forestry

Consultants

he campaign against affor-
Testation, especially conifer-

ous afforestation, in Ireland
shows no signs of abating. In cer-
tain counties like Leitrim and Sligo
there has been an intensification of
the rhetoric all through 2018 and
2019. It is generally accepted now
that it is having a detrimental effect
on planting levels. It may not be the
only factor causing a major reduc-
tion in afforestation, but its impact is
certainly not insignificant. The main
focus of the attacks is not surpris-
ingly Sitka spruce, and the volume
of misinformation, half-truths and
statements with no scientific basis
concerning the species continues to
appear almost on a weekly basis in
the media.

Emotive, exaggerated and sensa-
tional catch phrases are being used
liberally and often, and are gaining
credence among the general public
as both the mainstream media and
social media seem to be lacking any
desire to filter the message prior to
publication.

It has to be stated clearly, how-

ever, that the industry’s failure to re-
spond, and vigorously challenge the
rhetoric has not helped, and this lack
of response has been dismal and
disappointing to say the least.

A wide range of groups, associa-
tions and even political parties are
now aligned against Sitka spruce,
these include:

Save Leitrim
According to their website, the
group which was established in
2018 claims that “it was set up to
fight for the survival and future of
Co. Leitrim, which is being decimat-
ed by the relentless, subsidised Sitka
spruce afforestation programme”.
The website encourages mem-
bers to raise multiple objections to
proposed new forests and includes
instructions for members and non-
members on how to object to af-
forestation applications with a list of
criteria/grounds for objection. It also
has a sample objection letter pub-
lished on the website which people
can utilise when they are objecting
to a proposed afforestation licence.

Irish Natura and Hill Farmers
Association (INHFA)

INHFA was established in 2015 to
represent Irish hill farmers in all as-
pects of farming and have been par-
ticularly vocal at protest meetings
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against Sitka spruce - even organ-
ising a special conference in 2018
where the guest speaker was Luke
Ming Flanagan MEP. Another MEP
from the northwest Marian Harkin
has also engaged with the INHFA
and issued anti-Sitka spruce state-
ments including the following: “One
EU official described Leitrim as a na-
tional sacrifice zone for Sitka spruce
and | fully agree with this sentiment”

Sinn Fein

One of Ireland’s best known political
parties have been to the forefront in
the campaign against Sitka. In 2018
they called for afforestation applica-
tions to be included in the full plan-
ning permission process similar to
housing and other infrastructural
developments. In August 2019 they
went even further by demanding
that Sitka spruce be blacklisted, and
deemed an invasive species by the
Department of Agriculture, and for
the payment of grants and premi-
ums for coniferous afforestation to
be stopped.

Green Party

Not a surprise that the Green Party
are against Sitka spruce, but they
recently got a motion passed in
Dail Eireann in October calling for a
move away from monocultural Sitka
spruce plantations. What makes
this ironic is that monocultural Sitka
plantations have not been estab-
lished in over 20 years, as all new
plantations since 1998 have had to
feature 15% broadleaves, 10-15% bio-
diversity and 10-20% conifers other
that Sitka or Lodgepole pine.

Extinction Rebellion

The latest group to join the fray is
Extinction Rebellion some of whose
supporters at a recent protest
march in Dublin featured a banner
stating “NO MORE SITKA”. Consid-
ering that climate change is at the
core of Extinction Rebellion’s raison
d’etre, and tree planting is one of
the accepted means of countering
climate change it seems bizarre to
have a banner demanding a cessa-
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tion on the planting of any individual
tree species.

The anti-Sitka campaign
picked up by The Guardian
It's a measure of how successful
the anti- Sitka spruce campaign has
been, and the media coverage of it
in Ireland that the topic has featured
twice in The Guardian in the past 15
months. The first piece written by
Mary Colwell in October 2018 fea-
tured the heading:

“A forestry boom is turning Ireland
into a dead ecological zone”

with the sub-heading
“Subsidised spruce plantations
cover vast tracts of the Irish
countryside. They don’t offset
carbon emissions and are driving
bird species to extinction”

The second article was published
in July 2019 and written by Rory Car-
roll . It was notable for the amount of
typically emotive, sensational, exag-
gerated quotes attributed to Save
Leitrim campaigners including:

“You couldn’t live in the middle of
this thing unless you were Grizzly
Adams”

The trees eclipse sunlight, exude
mist and block Wi-Fi and phone net-
works, inducing isolation, he said.
“It’s a death sentence for the town-
lands.”

When machines chop down
swathes of forest, a controversial
process known as clear-felling, the
landscape is devastated, said Stew-
art. “It looks like Hiroshima.”

“A lot of people find them spooky
because they don’t have life in them”

Conclusion

It is difficult to predict where all
this will end. Afforestation planting
levels continue to drop at an alarm-
ing rate and may only reach 3000
to 3500 hectares in 2019. In an at-
tempt to provide balance to the
debate the Minister Andrew Doyle
commissioned a study of the Eco-
nomic Benefits of Forestry in Co.
Leitrim this year. The results of the
study were interesting and found
that in 2017 over 300 full-time jobs
were associated with forestry in Co.
Leitrim, and that value of the eco-
nomic activity generated by forestry
to be worth €26.5m. It also found
that Sitka spruce accounted for 61%
of the species mix in the county and
that 25% of all objections/appeals
nationally to afforestation since 2018
related to Leitrim.

One thing is certain, unless the
Irish forest industry gets it act to-
gether, and seriously challenges the
misinformation, rhetoric and fake
generalisations emanating from the
anti - Sitka brigade - as a matter of
urgency, the situation will get a lot
worse before or of if it gets better.

www.kestrelforestry.ie

Sinn Fein
demands
that Sitka
spruce be
blacklisted
as invasive
species

WPA

Wood Protection Association

Our new website is the ‘go to' place for anyone in the timber
construction industry - for detailed information on flame retardants,
wood modification and preservative treatments.

You'll find FAQs & Guidance Notes, Technical Manuals, Training and
Codes of Practice in the RESOURCE CENTRE.

= contact@thewpa.org.uk @) 01977 558274

The WPA champions the use of building with timber. We influence, develop and promote the technologies
that enhance its performance and value as a sustainable building resource for the future.

Benchmark /.

QUALITY APPROVAL SCHEMES

CONFOR.ORG.UK

www.the wpa.org.uk

WOOD: designed by nature, protected by innovation.
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Cracking down
on degrade

by Dan Ridley-Ellis
NapierUniversity

imber processors have al-

ways been concerned with

timber defects that relate

to issues in the tree, but
accelerating changes in climate,
silviculture and the drive for in-
creased growth rate, give cause for
concern that certain problems may
be coming more common. These
kinds of defects manifest as cracks,
malformed wood, discolouration
and increased susceptibility to rot.
They cause increased reject, and in
the worse cases can interrupt the
sawing process. Sometimes these
defects can be seen on the logs or
standing trees, but often it is not ap-
parent at the time of harvesting, and
only becomes visible when cutting.
Despite the headaches this causes,
there is currently little documented

information on the nature of these
degrade issues, prevalence, causes
and impact on timber. It is not even
known whether there is more than
one underlying cause.

There are three aspects to the re-
search problem:
® What are these degrade issues?
® And what causes them?
® Where do these degrade issues

occur?
® What is the impact? And how can

it be mitigated?

This kind of research is best be
done as a collaboration between re-
searchers, growers, harvesters and
processors. The Strategic Integrat-
ed Research in Timber (SIRT) net-
work has started work on this and
if you are willing to help with this
study you can use an online form to
report instances of cracks, shakes,
splits, and similar defects, as and
when you encounter them.

beX student Greg Campbell Andrews
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The study is interested in defects
that occurred before the timber is
dried, and that were present in the
living tree (even if not visible on the
standing tree or log at the time of
harvest). Your descriptions and lo-
cation reporting will be used to re-
search this issue, better understand
the causes, and reduce its effects in
future. This survey is the first stage
of research, to help plan more spe-
cific work looking at the frequency

Above: two
downgrade close
ups (picture Dan
Ridley-Ellis)
Above right:
Tiling batten end
grain (picture
Napier University
Allan Shedlock)

Rate of growth
and density -
a ring of truth?

It is widely thought that growth ring
width is a good indicator of wood
density - that wider growth rings
mean the wood is of low density.
In many species there is, in fact, no
correlation between ring width and
wood density. In some, it is even the
other way around. But for spruce,
we do expect wider rings to mean
lower density. Indeed, we have
known for more than half a decade
that for UK-grown Sitka spruce the
latewood width is relatively con-
stant, meaning wider rings are pro-
portionally more of the lower den-
sity earlywood. But, this is not quite
the whole picture when it comes to
grading for density using ring width.
When grading we are not concerned
with average density, but rather the
lowest density we can expect (quan-
tified by the characteristic, lower 5th
percentile, in modern standards).
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of degrade events, the types, causes
and consequences of the degrade,
and to avoid or reduce the degrade.

The SIRT network is a long run-
ning collaboration focused on un-
derstanding the physical and me-

chanical properties of wood and
how these affect its performance
in different applications. It provides
support in two work packages:
Work Package 1: Applied research
and knowledge transfer address-

This is because it is the lowest den-
sity pieces that give us problems for
things such as connections made
screws, bolts or nails.

Alexandre Monseau, a student
from CESI Ecole dIngénieurs in
France, took a close look at this
question during his recent research
placement at the Centre for Wood
Science and Engineering, Edinburgh
Napier University. Alex made new
measurements, and combined them
with a large dataset from previous
research. The conclusion is that,
while there is indeed a correlation
between ring width and density in
the spruce (R2 = 0.2), this is not ac-
tually very useful for strength grad-
ing. The first reason is that reject-
ing pieces with large rings does not
work very well to remove the lowest

RESOURCES

ing industry needs - as set out by
the SIRT management board. This
includes providing information and
adyvice to industry sponsors.

Work Package 2: Timber products
standards support ensuring stand-
ards are good for the domestic
timber industries, and supporting
industry in using them.

https://blogs.napier.ac.uk/cwst/
downgrade/

density pieces. This means the up-
lift in characteristic density is mod-
est, even with high reject rates. The
second reason is that, for strength
grading of home-grown spruce, the
density is the least critical of the
properties. Even before grading,
the characteristic density is more
than enough to meet the strength
class requirement that the timber is
limited to by its stiffness.

The work done by student pro-
jects is extremely useful, often
bringing new perspectives and ar-
eas of expertise from students on a
diverse range of courses. Industry
can take this opportunity, too - most
easily through the award winning
Built Environment Exchange (beX)
platform led by Robert Hairstans at
Edinburgh Napier University.

Alex also looked at other species, and you can read his report here: https://

blogs.napier.ac.uk/cwst/rings/

For a closer look at expected relationship between ring width and density
see: https://blogs.napier.ac.uk/cwst/growth-rate-and-wood-density/
And for a discussion of why ring width is, anyway, not really linked to
growth rate see: http://blogs.napier.ac.uk/cwst/speed-of-growth/
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First UK-grown
hardwood
CLT trials

ith the support of a grant from
Forestry England’s Innovation Fund,
Immanent Associates has undertaken a fea-

sibility study exploring the viability of using UK grown
hardwood timber in the manufacture of Cross Lami-
nated Timber Panels.

To take the project forward Immanent Associates
drew together a team consisting of Grown in Britain
(GIB), Edinburgh Napier University’s Centre for Woods
Science & Technology (ENU), the Construction Scot-
land Innovation Centre (CSIC) and East Brothers Timber
(EBT). The study aim was to explore the potential to
utilise UK grown hardwood timber in the manufacture
of Cross Laminated Timber panels.

As a Feasibility Study, the scope of the project was
limited to testing beech. Beech is the one UK timber
that is not fully utilised. Note 1: FC Timber Utilisation
Statistics 2015

Work was divided into six packages:

Package 1: Desktop study of hardwood cross laminated
timber production.

Package 2: Delivery of first beech shipment to CSIC
Package 3: Gluing trials, to determine procedure and
adhesive, edge bonding.

Package 4: Delivery of second shipment of beech
Package 5: Production of full-scale beech CLT panels
Package 6: Testing for adhesive bonding, rolling shear
and flatwise bending.

Package 7: Progress reports, final evaluation and dis-
semination.

Constraints

® Processing beech requires historic and
half forgotten skills

® UK beech is a very variable timber

® Careful selection prior to felling and processing
is required.

® Beech CLT an expensive product.

Advantages

® |tis a very attractive product

® |t has higher levels of stiffness than softwoods,
capacity of rolling shear and negligible flatwise
bending.

After almost two years of work we have concluded
that beech can be processed for CLT. The early results
show that it is a viable, but expensive, new product.
However, further research would be required before
it could be guaranteed as compliant against British
Standards and Building Regulations.

Significant cost reduction would be needed to
make the product an economically viable, mass-market
product.
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| aser incision

Modern technology for
future wood products

aser cut wood is every-

where at this time of year.

Wandering through my

local food festival | spied
plenty of examples of laser cut
plywood decorations and trinkets.
You'll have seen the same if you've
been to your local Christmas market
or garden centre. It seems that eve-
ryone knows how easy it is to laser
wood into pretty shapes and intri-
cate designs.

A recent project has put the pre-
cision of laser technology to innova-
tive use in incising wood for chemi-
cal or preservative treatments. Here
the challenges were slightly differ-
ent - not cutting the nice thin, flat,
plywood, but making incisions part
way into rough sawn timber planks,
with all the twist, bow or cupping
that might be expected. The pro-
ject team developed a system which
could accommodate the irregulari-

Morwenna Spear
The BioComposites Centre,
Bangor University

ties of sawn timber, focus the beam
at an optimal distance into the plank
and cleanly create minute holes in
the surface.

The hole size is important. Many
of you will already have seen the
resurgence of mechanical incising.
This is also an excellent technol-
ogy, and has boosted preservative
retention in difficult to treat spe-
cies such as spruce. It is typically
used on green timber or timber still
near fibre saturation point (the point
where the wood cells are empty but
the wood cell wall is still wet). It has
greatly assisted preservative uptake
for fencing and landscaping timbers.
Here the depth of incision can be a
centimetre or two, depending on
the geometry of the pins or knives
used. It gives a relatively thick en-
velope of treatment, but may leave
some of the core of the post un-
treated. In fencing applications a
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moderate sized incision is perfectly
acceptable, and the regular slit pat-
tern in fence posts and strainers
has become a mark of quality in the
market.

There are other applications
where slot-shaped incisions, or the
splitting which sometimes accom-
panies them, are not acceptable.
One is window joinery - a smooth
planed finish is highly desirable for
solid wood joinery in this market.
One joinery manufacturer | spoke
to mentioned the large quantity
of timber they reject or cut out of
their bought timber, due to knots
and blemishes, simply to keep the
customer satisfied. Another applica-
tion might be decking - this market
seeks uniform timbers with tight
grain so that splintering is not an
issue. After all, the customer wants
to wander barefoot on the deck in
summer without issues. An incision
system with sub millimetre holes
could inconspicuously improve the
preservative uptake for treated soft-
woods in this market.

Perfectly uniform

In the modified wood market me-
chanical incision won'’t suffice either.
Here the impregnation of treatment
agent must be perfectly uniform
(no envelope treatments allowed).
Wood modification technologies
such as acetylation (Accoya), furfu-
rylation (Kebony) and resin modi-
fication (Lignia) often use Radiata
pine sapwood, due to its exception-
ally good permeability. This timber
is sourced from New Zealand, or
sometimes Chile and Spain, but can-
not be grown in the UK. It would be
very interesting to improve the per-
meability of other timbers to a level
that is suited to these high perfor-
mance modification systems. Laser
incision is one strong contender for
this. The technology allowed great
freedom for those involved in the
LaserCure project to experiment
with hole spacings for individual

Inspecting the
first planks
from the

laser incision
machine

Left: Laser hole
in poplar wood
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species of timber, to optimise fluid
uptake and distribution along natu-
rally occurring flow paths within the
wood.

Take the softwoods for example.
Almost everybody will have heard
the cells of wood described as being
like drinking straws, aligned longitu-
dinally in the plank, with the grain.
This reflects the direction that the
tree needs sap to travel while it’s
growing. In some species this main
route gets closed after felling, as the
timber dries. The bordered pits as-
pirate and close the path from one
cell to the next (spruce is the clas-
sic example). Some species, like
pine, have stiffer fibres in the pit

CONFOR.ORG.UK

membranes on latewood and don’t
aspirate as easily. If a small amount
of assistance can be given to these
timbers to get fluid into the plank,
then some flow is possible, over a
reasonable distance.

Or consider the hardwoods. Few
people ever consider preservative
treatment of hardwood timbers, so
we forget that the wood anatomy
is very different to the softwoods.
In broadleaved trees most flow oc-
curs through vessels. These are
formed as wide cells join end-to-end
to form broad pathways over long
range. Some have perforation plates
of large openings between cells, so
flow is very fast. The adjacent tissue

can be almost completely resistant
to flow, with the tree simply relying
on small quantities of sap or soluble
food, hormones etc being passed
from cell to cell through very small
pits. Often the fibre cells are much
thicker walled than the equivalent
tracheid cells in softwood. Many
hardwoods have prominent rays,
visible to the eye in beech, oak, elm.
But these rays are very poor for
fluid conduction. In hardwoods the
LaserCure project team spent time
considering wood anatomy and
which flow paths were open in each
timber, to fine tune the spacing of
holes to ensure greatest uptake of
fluids.

Wider variety

All this may be good news to the
forester. Aided by laser incision we
expect to be able to treat a wider va-
riety of timbers grown in the UK, ei-
ther with traditional preservatives or
with new wood modification agents.
Timbers which are moderately per-
meable may become permeable
when laser incised. Timbers of poor
permeability may be upgraded to an
acceptable level or treatment. Some
timbers will remain out of scope
however. Unfortunately, one of these
is likely to be Sitka spruce, with its
high degree of pit aspiration and
very closed internal structure. Even
with deep incisions, the preservative
may access only a few millimetres
from the incision. Here mechanical
incision will offer just as effective an
envelope treatment.

So which species can we think
about? Timbers like Scots pine
where latewood remains open may
be greatly assisted, with long dis-
tance transport of preservative. Dif-
fuse porous hardwoods like beech,
birch, sycamore, alder. Possibly also
ring porous species such as ash
and sweet chestnut, depending on
the proportion of libriform fibres
present and their distribution. We
could be looking at a new chapter
for many of the timber species we
currently see as minority options, or
only suited to firewood. There will
come a time when well managed
stands of mixed broadleaf will have
more available options for markets
after harvest. Straightness of grain
and silvicultural characteristics such
as pruning and growth rate will then
come to the fore.
www.bc.bangor.ac.uk
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KILN

SERVICES
LIMITED

&,

—

Offering a comprehensive range of professional log & woodchip drying kilns for
the timber industry. Log, woodchip, sawn timber, pallets & fencing.

The drying programs used on our multiple air pass kilns are designed to give optimum
efficiency and quality drying freshly split logs in just 5 days down to average moisture contents
of 15%.

A reversing air flow every 2 hours ensures uniform drying.

Please note that those companies that have installed inefficient single air pass shipping
containers and have existing R.H.I. contracts can now replace these keeping their existing
boiler and R.H.I. contract, this gives increased production and drying quality whilst

Manufacturers of Timber Drying Kilns for over 38 years

Please visit our website for more information www.kilnservices.co.uk
t: 01621 785 935 e: kilnservices@btconnect.com
Kiln Services Ltd, Essex, CMO 8TE

Visit our LONZQ
webinar —
event at Wood Protection

REAL WORLD
THINKING.

REAL WORLD
https://youtu.be/G9RIuwILtCo PERFORMANCE.

Tanasote"

— Hot Copper Oil alternative to traditional Creosote
treatments

— Innovative organic co-biocide protecting against
copper tolerant fungi

— Designed to provide an extended service life
protection against decay and insect attack -
40 years for poles and sleepers

— Designed to protect heavy duty, high performance
timbers - telecommunication and electricity poles,
rail track timbers, industrial fencing

Use wood preservatives safely. Always read the label and product information before use.
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Tanasote: keeping
wood as the
sustainable choice

wood as a primary material of
choice in important high-risk
applications, it needs to be bold
and adopt modern, innovative, Bi-
ocidal Products Regulation (BPR)-
approved alternatives that will
confidently deliver both high per-
formance and sustainability.
Tanasote is an alternative to tra-
ditional creosote treatments that
will meet these criteria. Tanasote is
a preservative system from
the development team
at Lonza Wood Pro-
tection, designed
to meet the future
needs of the high-
performance tim-
ber sectors with
attributes that will
suit the agricultural,
utility pole and railway
sleepers industries while
meeting the stringent risk
assessments of the BPR.
Andy Hodge, Lonza’s market-
ing director, said, “Tanasote is now
a real alternative for our custom-
ers involved in the supply of heavy
duty timbers. It has been developed
as a hot copper oil technology with
a powerful co-biocide to protect
against a wide spectrum of aggres-
sive copper-tolerant decay organ-
isms. It has an excellent industry fit
because it can be used in existing or

| f the timber industry is to keep

new creosote-type plants. We are
looking at 40-year service lives for
poles and sleepers.”

Excellent life cycle analysis
(LCA)
Three independent life cycle stud-
ies have been conducted with ex-
cellent resulting credentials across
the board for Tanasote compared to
competing materials such as steel,
concrete and fibre glass, says Andy
Hodge. And all the ancil-
lary properties such
as conductivity and
corrosivity of metal
fixings highlighted
by the markets
sectors are all
k4 similar to creosote
treated timbers.
“Tanasote  de-
velopments are at
an advanced stage
and we have gained a
wide range of data from our
optimising work,” said Mr Hodge.
“The consistent results we are see-
ing are providing a great deal of
confidence that we will meet the
long-term protection requirements
expected. The product is currently
continuing through its authorisa-
tion process within the BPR and we
are extremely optimistic on the out-
come. We are then looking to move
forward with a commercial launch in

Field testing of modern and traditional preservative
treatments for communication poles.

Left: Commercial trials under way for Tanasote
treatments.

the early part of 2020.”

Lonza says it is ready to talk fur-
ther with key stakeholders and ask
that any interested parties who wish
to discuss their particular require-
ments for Tanasote should contact
them “to explore how we can work
together to build these into our test-
ing and assessment trials”.

Lonza recently held a webinar to
introduce Tanasote to European
markets. A recorded version is avail-
able here:
https://youtu.be/G9RIuw9LtCo

AR

Heavy duty splitters from 7-28 tonne capacity

Horizontal, vertical & combi types available

Heavy Duty Professional Log S_plitters

g

Hydraulic, PTO, engine & electric power options ¥

Heavy duty, robust build quality

Incredibly fast, double pump action

FTN5-17
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Heathwood Nurseries Ltd
CELL GROWN TREES.CO.UK

Buy the beot of Britioh

Growers of quality
trees, shrubs and
hedging plants.

Producers of British
trees and shrubs
from British seed
origins in cells,
containers and field
grown for hedges,
gardens, landscaping
and woodlands.

www.heathwood.co.uk

01948 840 120 | sales@heathwood.co.uk
The Meadows, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, SY13 2JA
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Collins Farming &
Forestry Services Ltd

www.collinsfarmingandforestry.co.uk

* Hedge and woodland coppicing with excavator and tree
shear/grab * Poplar and large tree dismantling with high
reach material handler and grapple saw * Timber
extraction and purchasing ¢ BSL registered supplier of
dried and screened virgin woodchip * Wood fuel chipping
to G30, G50 and CHP specs

07850 988 808 /01728 660 271
info@collinsfarmingandforestry.co.uk
Valley Farm, Saxmundham, Suffolk IP17 2LR

Eco Green
Composting Equipment
T: 01260 223 273

E: info@kingfeeders.co.uk

F s Why buy Eco Green?

v Range from 5 cubic metre to 30
v Durable and robust construction
v Heavy duty 4 auger machine

v/ Alternative more economical 2
auger model

v Heavy duty boron blades with 2
bolt fixing

v Outlet discharge elevators built with
heavy duty stainless steel chain

v/ Emergency stop buttons on all
models as standard

v PTO / diesel / electric drives
v Rear loading hopper as standard

v Large comprehensive range of
spares with next day delivery

v Nationwide in-house support team

v User safety training on all machines

www.ecogreencomposting.Co.ukK . reibic payment pians with
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BIODIVERSITY

Case studies sought for
report on biodiversity
in working forests

Eleanor Harris
Confor policy
researcher

onfor is preparing a report
‘ on how forests contribute to

the health of global biodiver-
sity, both by providing systemic so-
lutions to climate change and global
forest loss; and by creating habitat
in the forest itself. We need your
help! We are looking for wide range
of case studies from Confor mem-

diversity. Views like ‘native is best’,
‘conifers are barren’ and ‘harvesting
destroys wildlife’ gain credence, not
because they are backed by robust
evidence, but because they have not
been challenged with it.

To address this, Confor is prepar-
ing a report to explore the value of
working forests as habitat, deliver-
ing net biodiversity gain; as well as
demonstrating the essential impor-
tance to global biodiversity of the
forests’ carbon capture and sustain-
able timber production.

bers around the UK to illustrate the
importance of forests for wildlife.
Confor has been highlighting
how forests provide systemic solu-
tions to climate change, the biggest
global threat to life on earth. Yet the
biggest barrier to increasing plant-
ing and timber production is con-
cern that it could be at the expense
locally of that life on earth - of bio-

GET INVOLVED

This report will have two main
evidence-bases:

1. A literature review

2. Case studies from across the
industry, providing examples
of working forests delivering
biodiversity benefits.

1 am looking to include numerous
case studies:

® Some very short - a quote, statistic, or
captioned photo; some more extended

® From all parts of the UK

® From all forest types (large, small,
conifer, broadleaf, upland, lowland)
with timber production as the primary
objective

CONFOR.ORG.UK

® Fungi, moss, invertebrates, reptiles,
amphibians, ferns, flowers, birds,
mammals...

Case studies might include:

® How the forest sustains habitat
for particular species of conservation
concern.

¢ How new woodland creation, or
bringing neglected woodland into
timber production, delivered net
biodiversity gain.

® How timber producation (planting,
thinning, harvesting) accelerated
the natural ecological development
of a young forest, through provision of
deadwood, light, structural diversity.

® How you have collaborated with
local conservation or community
organisations, or landscape-scale
projects, to deliver biodiversity aims or
educate people about wildlife.

® How the forest has enhanced adjacent

habitats such as freshwater or ancient
trees. Are natural habitats within the

forest better protected than those in
surrounding open land?

® How UKFS regulation or UKWAS
certification have improved the
biodiversity of an existing forest over
the long term - and how they could be
improved.

® What synergies or trade-offs you have
encountered locally between
biodiversity and carbon capture /
timber production, and how you have
balanced and maximised all three.

® Pictures - worth a thousand words!

® Quotes - from the forester, owner,
scientists or conservationists.

You can email material to eleanor@
confor.org.uk or ring me to discuss (0131
240 1410). Don’t worry about providing
finished text: bullet points or existing
articles/ reports are fine. The intention is
to circulate a draft before the end of the
year, for publication early next year.
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INDUSTRY FUNDING

Austria’s cooperation platform:

Forestry Wood Paper

Thomas Leitner, forestry expert at the Chamber
of Agriculture, explains how the Austrian forestry
and wood industries are organised and funded.

orst Holz Papier (FHP) is a

cooperation platform for

forestry, wood and paper

which relies on several host
organisations. Established in 2005,
its main objective is to combine the
full financial power of the wood sec-
tor and to promote the use of wood
using a joint up approach. The vision
is for FHP to be seen as a positive
creative force that represents the in-
terests of the whole supply chain at
all times.

Structure and governance

At the head of FHP is the executive
committee, which is the decision-
making board of the cooperation.
This group consists of representa-
tives from all of the host organi-
sations and industry types under
the direction of the FHP chair. The
Strategy Group, which consists of
the chairs of the cooperation part-
ners, is responsible for preparing
the strategic orientation and for the

decision-making basis. The organi-
sation, coordination and monitoring
of activities, including actions in the
working groups, fall to the FHP of-
fice with the support of the coop-
eration partner offices.

Collection of funds

The levy is voluntary for the forestry
sector, but mandatory for the pro-
cessing sector.

Sawlogs - Forestry
When a forest owner sells sawlogs
to the industry in Austria, they can
voluntarily pay 30 cents/m? (Holz-
cent). Around 80% of the forest
owners are willing to pay this levy.
The money is collected by the indus-
try and transferred quarterly to the
federal Chamber of Agriculture.
When the forest owner sells his
sawlogs for export and is willing to
pay this levy, the trader has to collect
this money and also transfer it to the
federal Chamber of Agriculture.
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FACT BOX

Cooperation Partners

Forestry

¢ Austrian Chamber of Agriculture

¢ Austrian Forest Cooperatives

* Austrian Land and Forest Owners Association

Wood
» Association of the Austrian Wood Industries

Paper
¢ Association of the Austrian Paper Industry

Associated Members

» Austrian Association of Construction Materials,
Hardware and Timbertrade

» Austrian Professional Association of Timber
Construction

* Forest Worker Association

Principles
Secure supply - to improve and protect sustainable

and efficient availability of wood as a raw material in
Austria

Promote selling - to lobby for timber sales and in
each case to identify the most attractive uses along
the value chain

Strategic priorities of FHP
¢ Optimising wood availability
¢ Positioning wood as a basic and building material
¢ Focusing on wood and its role within the
energy system
* Providing market information about the
timber industry
¢ Advertising and providing information about wood
¢ Internal marketing and communication

Working groups

To fulfil the principles and strategic priorities, working
groups are formed and organisations of common
interest are financed or supported.

» Dataservice and Wood balance

¢ Harvesting and delivery

* Woodflow and logistics

* Measurement and classification of round wood

¢ Energy

The working groups are staffed in a balanced way with
experts from the forestry, wood and paper sector.
Organisations of common interest

¢ proHolz - Image campaigning
¢ PEFC - Certification system
* Professorship (Vienna and Graz)

CONFOR.ORG.UK



Depending on the federal Cham-
ber of Agriculture, between 8 and
22 cents can be used at federal state
level for the federal proHolz organi-
sations or for its own projects.

The difference between the levy
raised and the 30 cents is transferred
once a year to the Austrian Chamber
of Agriculture.

The Austrian Chamber of Agricul-
ture retains €150,000 for its own pro-
jects; the rest is transferred to FHP.

Austrian State Forests pays the
30 cents/m? levy directly to the Aus-
trian Chamber of Agriculture.

Sawlogs - Sawmill industry
For each processed m3 (domestic
and import), the sawmill industry
has to pay 25 cents to the federal
association of the Austrian Wood
Industries.

An additional 5 cents are raised
by different projects within the saw-
mill industry, resulting in the sawmill

CONFOR.ORG.UK

industry sector paying the same 30
cents/m? levy as the growers sector.

The other wood processing in-
dustries, such as the furniture indus-
try, have to pay a fee calculated on
the basis of the number of employ-
ees to the federal association of the
Austrian Wood Industries.

Around 20 % to 25 % of the mon-
ey is used at federal state level for
federal proHolz; the rest is trans-
ferred to the Association of the Aus-
trian Wood Industries.

The board industry also partici-
pates with a small amount being
paid directly to the Association of
the Austrian Wood Industries.

The Association of the Austrian
Wood Industries retains around
€900,000 for its own projects, such
as the timber college in Kuchl/Salz-
burg.

The rest is transferred to FHP.

continued on p59

Has there been controversy or opposition with
regards to the fairness of the collection system?
Of course, from time to time there is a discussion
about fairness, especially when the market is
imbalanced, as it is at the moment due to climate
change.

How do you avoid free-riders?

You can’t avoid free riders, especially in the
forestry sector, as the fund is voluntary. There
will be always a group of operators who want to
do things differently from the rest. Fortunately,
the number of free-riders is not very high. As this
system is obligatory for the wood processing
industry, there are no free-riders at all.
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Useusto 0 =
do your site
" clearance and get
' paid for the biomass
that is produced.

Top returns.
Don’t get stung —
use Kingwell

Tel: 01376 550989

www.Kingwell-holdings.co.uk

KINGYYELL

M Avetta 45
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your machinery and the environment
in one easy change

s
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Aspen is the fuel of choice for
1000’s of arhorists across Europe.
Are you one of them?

Find out more about the henefits of Aspen
fuel and where to buy at

» No manual handling. Loads and unloads itself

- Processors logs up to 15 inches diameter UK agents for

« Produces 6 cubic meters per hour \\&WCF 1] a”
- Supplied with 2,4 or 6 way spiltter

- Compete one person processing Waood Products. Inc.

e Unit17, Hirwaun Industrial Estate, Hirwaun, Aberdare CF44 9UP

_,_.qllfl___-_'_l i. M

siimipent
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INDUSTRY FUNDING

continued from p57

Pulpwood - Forestry

Forest owners voluntarily pay 7
cents/m? of pulpwood sold.

The money is collected by the
paper industry or from Papierholz
Austria, the purchasing organisation
of the paper industry.

The money is transferred to the
Association of the Austrian Paper
Industries (AUSTROPAPIER), which
transfers the money to FHP.

Pulpwood - Paper industry

For each processed mb of domestic
wood, the paper industry voluntarily
pays 10 cents to the Association of
the Austrian Paper Industries (AUS-
TROPAPIER), which transfers the
money to FHP. For imported pulp-
wood, 1 cent/m3) s transferred.

Engaging stakeholders

The main driver to set up this fund
collection system was to promote
and increase the use of wood. Since
its inception, FHP tries to work in
an efficient way, so a continuous
improvement process is part of the
strategy.

Stakeholder engagement is se-
cured by the structured budget
preparation as well as by stakehold-
ers being members of the executive
committee. Stakeholders are also
members of the working groups.
The structure has been the same
since establishment, with the excep-
tion of the strategy group, which
was established later as a means for
discussing strategic topics.

People are regularly informed
about the results of research pro-
jects. They get regular information
about the additional benefits of FHP.
For example, a focus on research
into new tree species, silvicultural
systems and forest genetics will de-
liver answers to the issue of climate
change in the coming years. In this
way, we can preserve the system,
as the forest owners will get new
knowledge about forest manage-
ment and the industry will enjoy the
secure availability of wood in the
future. A win-win situation. In this
market situation, the forest owner
will not have to pay for image cam-
paigning but will benefit from the
focus on research.

Once a year, the FHP office prepares a budget in coordination with the
working groups, organisations of commmon interest and the cooperation
partners’ offices. This budget is intended to reflect the principles and
strategic priorities. The priorities for allocation are reviewed each year

when the budget is prepared.

This budget must be approved by the strategy group, in the
decision-making bodies of the cooperation partners and finally by the
executive committee. As the budget has to pass many committees, fair

and ethical use is ensured.

Examples of activities

¢ Image campaigning

» Information for professional audiences, such as architects

¢ Research projects concerning logistics, forest management, forest

genetics, harvesting

* Co-financing professorships in timber construction or timber

architecture

¢ PEFC - Forest certification system - Austrian forest owners incur no
direct costs for certification of their forests

¢ Creation of education and training documents (these are also used in

Japan, for example)

¢ Supporting standardisation processes for timber construction

¢ Regular auditing of the acceptance of pulpwood

CONFOR.ORG.UK

The impact of the levy

Over the last few years, the share of
wood buildings has increased sig-
nificantly and will continue to grow.
The cooperation platform is unique
in Europe. It has the huge advan-
tage of enabling the sectors to work
together on topics for which they
have the same view and objectives,
thereby allowing existing strengths
to be bundled and focused.
www.forstholzpapier.at

Industry funding

Since October’s FTN, Confor has
focused on step two of a six-step
plan, which is to undertake an
initial discussion with members.
The aim has been to get initial
feedback on the potential
mechanism and to learn what
it is that people would like to
know, and what questions they
would like answered about an
Industry Fund before they would
feel comfortable supporting it.
Cancellation of some
scheduled member meetings
has meant that discussions have
been more limited than planned,
and time will now be taken in
early 2020 to secure further
feedback from more members.
One clear message from
the discussions held so far
has been a request for
more detail about what
specific activities
would be supported
by a potential Fund. In
response, Confor will,
in consultation with
a number of active
businesses put together
a proposed programme
of work, prioritised and
with approximate costs.
stuartg@confor.org.uk
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RAB Easton
on the
threat of
forest fires
- and how
we deal
with them

e orest fires are large, un-
controlled fires which are
extremely difficult for fire
fighters to contain due

to the amount of dry, inflammable
fuel found in the forest. They can
have devastating effects on forests,
woodland wildlife, forest dwellings
and even human lives.

When | was working for the For-
estry Commission in the 1970s, one
year we attended three forest fires
in succession.

The largest of the three was in
Gwydyr Forest, close to Betws Y
Coed in North Wales, and this fire
was completely out of control. For-
estry squads were drafted in from all
over Wales to fight it and they were
backed up by both the Fire Brigade
and the Royal Engineers with Green
Godess Fire Tenders. Hundreds of
people were involved and it took al-
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most two weeks to get it under con-
trol. With forest fires, the fight takes
place on two fronts: the ground
fire, which feeds on the combus-
tible deadwood, mosses, grasses
and peat found on the forest floor,
and then the tree crown fire, which
spreads from tree to tree depending
on the direction of the wind. This is
what makes tackling forest fires ex-
tremely difficult and dangerous as
the two fires can spread in different
directions.

As a young, fit chainsaw operator,
my duties were to fell trees in front
of the fire to try and create a fire
break; the idea was to create a gap
wide enough to contain the spread
of the crown fire. Sometimes the fire
would travel faster than we antici-
pated and we would be engulfed in
smoke, which was absolutely terrify-
ing. | would find myself literally run-

ning for my life, unable to breathe or
see properly while wearing full PPE
and carrying felling accessories, a
fuel combi can and my chainsaw.
Hitting clean air was such a relief
that | could almost cry - my heart
felt like it was trying to burst out of
my chest and every breath felt like it
was scorching my lungs.

Luckily, I have never attended
fires as significant as this since then
and there have not been as many
big forest fires in the UK in recent
years. However, this could all change
in the future.

There are factors we are unable
to change which could contribute to
anincrease in forest fires in the com-
ing years.

Climate change will have a mas-
sive effect on our forests and there is
nothing we can do to reverse this as
the Earth’s climate system responds

CONFOR.ORG.UK
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slowly to past emissions. Regard-
less of our future emissions, we are
locked in for the next few decades.
With climate change comes global
warming and this will increase sum-
mer droughts, which could lead to a
large increase in fires. For example,
droughts can make some tree spe-
cies more susceptible to infesta-
tions from insects such as beetles;
the warmer climate increases their
reproduction cycle, ultimately killing
more trees and leaving forests much
more combustible. The warmer, dry
conditions will also increase the haz-
ard of lightning storms, which have
been a natural cause of ignition for
many forest fires in the past.
People’s lifestyles have changed
recently and this has led to an in-
crease in the number of people us-
ing the forests for recreation and
leisure. This might exacerbate the

CONFOR.ORG.UK

problem with accidental and
sometimes malicious fires.

Warm dry weather in early
spring, just before the grow-
ing season begins, is the
most hazardous scenario
for forest fires, and this is
when everyone has to be
most vigilant.

If you see smoke com-
ing from a forest or land
nearby at any time of the
year please don’t assume
that someone else has reported it;
call the emergency services imme-
diately. It is much easier to contain a
small fire that has just ignited rather
than a full-on forest fire.

Fighting forest fires is a night-
mare for the emergency services as
lack of water can be an issue and
the rough terrain means that many
fires have to be fought manually. >>

The Rosenbauer Polaris Ranger 900EPS EFI
4x4 and 800EPS EFIlI 6x6 (above) are both
fitted with the Poly ATV SL100
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» One of the countries longest establish machinery companies.
nIK“ Over 35 years supplying high quality, reliable and affordable

Estate, Forestry & Firewood machinery.

PHRL.MS Trailers & Cranes.

Vertical splitters. Split-fire Splitters. Horizontal Splitters. Cone Splitters

Log Saws & Band saws. Double & Single Drum Winches. Tree Shears.

Timber Grabs. Skidding Grabs. Compact Trailers & Cranes.

nlunE Nationwide Sales & Support. Regional Depots.
www.riko-uk.com enquiries@riko-uk.com TEL: 01420487300



MACHINERY

>> Bijol MTF 240

Fire Combi Truck

Some manufacturers have been
exploring ways to convert off-road
vehicles and forestry equipment so
that fires can be contained much
more quickly.

This October, while visiting Aus-
trofoma (Austria’s main forestry
exhibition which is held every four
years), | spotted the Bijol MTF 240
Fire Combi Truck.

Bijol have used their large for-
warder, the BWS 240, and convert-
ed it into an off-road fire fighting
machine. Band tracks and/or wheel
chains can be used to provide add-
ed traction and lower the ground
pressure when needed. All the com-
ponents used in this build are to
the highest standards available as
reliability is a major factor for this
type of machine. It has a Deutz six-
cylinder 240hp motor and a pow-
erful load sensing hydraulic system
with a working pressure of 250 bar.
Mounted on the front is a 2.3m wide
mulcher capable of dealing with
good sized trees for creating fire
breaks, while the rear holds two 11.5
tonne Uniforest winches. It can be
fitted with either a 5000 or 10,000L
water tank and has plenty of storage
for other fire fighting equipment,
gas masks and hoses.

Another feature is a Palfinger Ep-
silon 1Im reach crane with a tilting
king post for steep conditions, which
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includes has a fire fighting hose with
a 60m water jet attached for preci-
sion fire fighting. Fire fighters can
use an additional three water hoses
simultaneously. A lot of thought has
gone into the fine details; for exam-
ple, the tyres are fire retardant, there
is a smoke filter in the cabin to pro-
tect the operator, and it has a self-
extinguishing system fitted around
the entire machine. It has a higher
road speed than some other simi-
lar sized machines and will achieve
30km/hr. Another clever feature is
that it can be remotely driven from
outside the cabin. My only concern
with this machine was that, for the
large part of the year when the risk
of fires is non-existent, it would be a
lot of money standing idle. | spoke
to the people at Bijol and voiced
my concerns and they were quick
to point out that it is not difficult to
remove the fire fighting equipment,
facilitating use as a forwarder or
clam bunk skidder.

This model was a prototype and
Bijol are happy to work with cus-
tomers to build these machines to
their individual requirements. The
Bijol, although an excellent machine,
may not be practical and is probably
far too expensive for some smaller
forestry estates.

Other manufacturers have seen
this as well and designed much
smaller, affordable units which can
be trailer or quad mounted.

Bijol MTF240
Fire Combi
Truck in action

Rab Easton is the editor of the
bi-monthly Forest Machine
Magazine. He is a second
generation logger with over
40 years of hands on
experience in timber
harvesting. Rab’s magazine
is available both in print and
online and he is very active
on Twitter and Facebook.

www.forestmachinemagazine.com

Rosenbauer

One such company is Rosenbauer,
the world’s leading manufacturer of
fire fighting equipment and protec-
tion. They are an Austrian company
with over 150 years history in fire
fighting technology and they have a
UK base in Yorkshire. Their products
include two Poly ATV SL100 based
conversions, a four-wheel drive and
a six-wheel drive. This type of vehi-
cle is invaluable as many replanted
forests have had quad tracks creat-
ed for re-stocking and fencing. Their
low ground pressure, compactness
and rapid speed makes them ideal
for travelling along grass rides and
through standing plantations to help
contain the fire.

The Poly systems are independ-
ent and, with their own 6ltr com-
pressed air bottle, do not require
any external energy or technology.
The system is fitted with a 100ltr wa-
ter tank with a flow rate of 22ltr/min,
allowing it to spray at a distance of
16m or a height of 10m. It can spray
either water or a foam compound
through its 19mm diameter x 40m
long hose reel. A fixed or adjustable
nozzle is available.

The company uses two models of
the Polaris Rangers. The first is the
4WD 900XP EPS EFI, which has a
900cc two-cylinder petrol engine,
PVT automatic transmission with
high and low speed, and switchable
all-wheel drive. It can carry three
people including the driver and will
reach speeds of 68km/hr.

The 6WD version has an 800cc
two-cylinder engine with the same
type of transmission and seats but
has a lower top speed of 40km/hr.

Perhaps the fires that | attended
would not have escalated so dra-
matically if these vehicles had been
available.

MAGAZINE

FOREST MACHINg

g @forestmachineoj
| @forestmachineoperatorjobs
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INTERNATIONAL

Supply and demand,
demand and supply

by Andrew Heald

“Just to settle it once and for all:
Which came first, the chicken or the
egg? The egg - laid by a bird that
was not a chicken.”

Neil deGrasse Tyson

am very lucky to be able to occa-

sionally take time away from my

Confor role, and work with WWF

International on their New Gen-
eration Plantations (NGP) Project.
Whether it is Uganda, Uruguay or UK,
many of the sustainability challenges
facing forestry companies and local
communities are very similar.

On a recent visit to Uganda, | was
struck by the parallels with the UK
and the issues and the need for pre-
dictable long term timber supply.
When | first visited Uganda in ear-
ly 2018, the UK timber market was
strong and prices for home grown
timber were high. in November 2019
the market has moved considerably
and we are seeing the full impact of
very large scale sanitation felling in
parts of Europe to control /ps ty-
pographus.

The supply and demand puzzle
in the forestry sector is a key chal-
lenge whether your rotations are ten
years in Uganda or 40 years in the
UK. People won’t plant trees unless
there’s a reliable future market de-
mand for timber - and people won't
invest in sawmills and processing
unless there’s a reliable future tim-
ber supply.

In 1919, the UK Government de-
cided to tackle this conundrum by
passing the Forestry Act and found-
ed the Forestry Commission, there-
by driving the creation of large-
scale plantations directly funded by
public money. In 2019, Uganda faces
similar challenges with an increas-
ing demand for forest products, but
compounded by rapidly disappear-
ing natural forests. In the early 1990s
Uganda had 24% forest cover, it is
now 8%.

Unregulated

With a large percentage of the tim-
ber market being unregulated it
is challenging for legitimate busi-
nesses in Uganda to invest and ex-
pand. The post-colonial history of
East Africa has not been stable and

Uganda’s political and population
challenges often begin outside its
borders, adding risk for investors.

In a country with one of the
fastest-growing populations in the
world, with a huge demand for tim-
ber in construction and whose natu-
ral forests are rapidly disappearing,
there would seem to be a huge op-
portunity to develop sawmills and
expand the plantation sector.

If we want to support and ex-
pand sustainable plantations and a
sustainable timber supply chain in
Uganda (and the UK), then we need
to support the growth of small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in
the supply chain. It is SMEs that will
grow much of the timber, harvest
the timber, haul the timber, replant
the plantations and maintain them,
and use the secondary products.

If we can support an economy
where these SME have the confi-
dence to invest and grow, then we
have some of the key building blocks
for a sustainable forest economy.
A wide range of small businesses
is also more resilient to changes in
economic fortune. These SMEs will
probably need the ‘heft’ of a bigger

‘Informal’ timber: There is a big demand for Ugandan timber
in the ‘informal’ sector - often sold at the roadside without the
usual accounting procedures. Timber sold without VAT will be
18% cheaper than identical timber in the formal sector.

Export ban: The Ugandan government has imposed a ban on
timber exports, to tackle rampant deforestation and encourage
investment into Ugandan sawmilling (although timber exports
are a minor driver of deforestation, behind clearance for
farmland and local charcoal and fuelwood demand). This limits
market development for Ugandan companies.

Data: Investment in timber processing requires a knowledge
and confidence in future timber supply. On my visits to Uganda
| have been told that there are 60,000ha of plantations; I've also
been told that there are 120,000ha. Any investor needs reliable
information onha, location, species and growth rates.
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Standards: Timber and forest products are usually cut to
standard sizes and graded by strength. If an architect or engineer
specifies that a roof truss is built with C24 100mm by 50mm
timber, then that is what will be supplied. The size of the informal
market in Uganda undermines much of the price premium for
quality graded timber. There is a role for government and trade
associations to more closely regulate timber quality, to level the
playing field and improve construction standards.

Expertise: Many Ugandans who own plantations aren’t forestry
specialists. They have been encouraged to plant trees usually
through an incentive scheme (from government or other
agencies) and are often unaware of how best to market their
timber or trends in market prices. Bringing timber to market only
occasionally, perhaps once every 10 years, they are not in a strong
position to negotiate. Many also lack silvicultural knowledge on
how best to manage their investment in plantations.
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player - like a large plantation com-
pany or sawmill (or the government)
- to act as a keystone business to
give everyone else the confidence
to invest and grow.

Many of the challenges in Ugan-
da aren’t really forestry challenges:
they are business challenges, com-
pounded by operating in a rapidly
changing country where regulations
are sometimes unevenly applied.

There may be no neat, simple so-
lution. But that doesn’t mean there
is no way forward, and increased ur-
gency is needed, because the scale
and speed of landscape change and
forest loss are acute.

A lot is written about the need
to take a landscape-scale approach
to tackle big issues like deforesta-
tion, climate change and sustain-

CONFOR.ORG.UK
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able development - and that type of
thinking is needed in Uganda. That
requires different actors within the
landscape to work together towards
a common vision.

In the UK, in a potential post-
Brexit and post-CAP world, with
increasing demands for very large-
scale forest creation we also need a
common vision and for stakeholders
to increasingly work together. On
the hundredth anniversary of the
forestry act, we should perhaps be
more grateful that back in 1919 the
building blocks were put in place for
the dynamic forest industry we have
today. In Uganda we know what
building blocks we need, the chal-
lenge is whether we can simply rely
on the ‘free market’ to pay for those
blocks.

Alan Ralph Powell

Alan Ralph Powell was born on
14 September 1936 in Flintshire,
North Wales, the eldest of four
children belonging to Ralph
and Annie Powell. When Alan
was a boy, the family moved
from Wales to Manchester. In
Manchester, Alan passed his 11+
and attended Burnage Gram-
mar School for Boys. He left
in 1953 armed with 6 O’ Levels
and enough money for a train
fare to get to leafy Taunton in
Devon to start training for a career in Forestry with the
Forestry Commission (FC).

However, on the 25th September 1954, Alan enlisted
in the Army, joining the 3rd Battalion of the Parachute
Regiment in Aldershot. Whilst in the Paras, he trained
in Cyprus and was deployed in the ill-started Suez op-
eration, being one of the lead troops on the assault and
capture of the Egyptian Airfield at EI Gamil.

After his service in the Paras, Alan left to complete his
training with the FC in Taunton, qualifying in July 1959.
In 1961, he left the FC and joined the fledgling company
Forest Thinnings Ltd.

Alan met his future wife Ruth in Taunton in the sum-
mer of 1961 and they married in March 1962. They sub-
sequently had three children. The family moved to the
South East of England when Forest Thinnings moved to
Alton, Hampshire, finally settling in Four Marks, Hamp-
shire in 1967.

In 1962, Alan showed his vision for the future of
Forestry, writing to the head forester of Cowdray Es-
tate asking to demonstrate a new Hiab loading system
mounted on a lorry. Alan later joined forces with Swed-
ish manufactures to develop mechanical harvesting
and forwarding machines for the south of England. He
provided loans from Forest Thinnings to the contrac-
tors to enable them to invest in the new development
in machinery. Alan’s role in Forest Thinnings progressed
to directing their Scottish operations, and he was a key
player in developing the export of timber from the UK to
other parts of Europe. Forest Thinnings was recognised
for the Queen’s Award for Export.

Alan worked for Forest Thinnings for over 25 years
becoming a respected innovator. He was instrumental in
the growth of the business to make it the leading For-
estry company in the UK at that time.

Alan was also part of the team that set up the first
APF Exhibition (or APF Demo) in 1976 and was an active
Demo team member until 2002. He was also chairman of
the APF and involved with the FTA and BTMA.

In 1986, he left Forest Thinnings (then part of the Eco-
nomic Forestry Group, and later Euroforest) and set up
Powell Forestry, assisted by his wife, Ruth. He operated
as a sole trader until 2012 when his son Neil joined the
business to form the company into a partnership. In 2018,
Powell Forestry went Limited, and the following year the
business merged under a holding Company Land & For-
est Ltd. Alan was still working in the company when he
suffered a major stroke whilst playing racket ball. He did
not recover and passed peacefully on 23 October 2019.
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The ultimate post driver for
the professmnal fencer

=mll Sennebogen 718e

Difficult terraln and
inaccessible places

AR no problem
T e )

' M8 Tracked |
Post Driver
220°
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Upto 15m reach with a selection of attachments the Sennebogen 718e
is ideal for ash dieback on tracks and highways

Chipping - Forestry - Site/Scrub Clearance
Dlstrlbutor Davies Implements Ltd R
Tel' 01 267 237726 107903 463743 or‘ www.kwrplanthire.co.uk
Email: sales@daviesimplements.co.uk L e e Bl @kwriorestry
www.vectorpowerdrive.com Office: 01476 861342 www.kwrplanthire.co.uk

BAG Supplies Ltd.

Packaging suppliers covering the UK and Europe

We specialise in the supply of all types of firewood and kindling
net bags, ventilated bulk bags, cubic nets and frames, bag loading
trays, polypropylene sacks, standard bulk bags, LDPE sacks

and storage tarpaulins.

We carry a large range of stock in various sizes at our
warehouse for delivery within 48 hours of your order.
We even offer a free personalised print and design service

so your nets/bags can be ordered with your logo or design.

We’ve got
It in the bag.

t 01768 862157 ™ 07798 723040
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WOODLAND CREATION

Pressing the button on
multi-purpose forestry

CASE STUDY

rofthead feels like the missing piece

of a forest jigsaw: in a valley be-

tween spruce-covered hills (being
harvested and restructured), surrounded
by old riparian woodland and underman-
aged farm woodlands. The sheltered, tem-
perate climate is there; the woodland ecol-
ogy is waiting to move in; and the timber
extraction routes are in place.

Or Crofthead might be more of a but-
ton: being pressed to draw the landscape
into the twenty-first century, employing dy-
namic silviculture to tackle big challenges:
resilient forests which rapidly sequester
carbon to supply renewable, low-carbon
resources. At 18 months old, the site is al-
ready visibly ‘enriching’ in nature, but this is
no rewilding project.

The diversity and speed of woodland
creation at Crofthead is thanks to four hu-
man interventions.

First, species choice. Oak, cherry and
hornbeam in a productive mix. Norway
spruce to encourage Douglas fir to root
firmly. Amphibious red alder giving a hand
to spruce in the wet clay. Mimicking Pacific
Northwest forests, aspen mingled with co-
nifers to bind soil and fix nitrogen like a
farm ‘cover crop’ between harvests.

Location: Dumfries & Galloway,
near Moffat

Area: 54ha

Owner: Richard Davidson
Manager:. Andrew Macqgueen, Tilhill
Planted: 2018

Composition:

4.5% productive broadleaf

31.5% Sitka spruce (some in mixture)
9.5% pure mixed conifer

17.5% semi-productive broadleaf
20% mixed conifer/broadleaf

17% open space

CONFOR.ORG.UK

Second, quality stock. Cherry bred for
timber, quite distinct from branchy, fragile
fruiting varieties. Oak and Douglas from
three provenances - Scotland, England
and France - Andrew McQueen, Tilhill (left)
and Richard Davidson (right) with one of
the new oaks planted for timber at Croft-
head mingled across the site for climate
resilience, and marked in sample plots so
that the most successful can be monitored.
Improved Scottish birch from Future Trees
Trust, already above our heads, competing
with improved birch of Scandinavia.

Third, a strong management regime.
Professional wildlife management, includ-
ing for grey squirrels. Short tubes on semi-
productive broadleaves will be pushed up
as trees grow, to encourage wind resist-
ance. Pruning and subsequently thinning
will ensure the productive broadleaves pro-
duce quality timber.

Fourth, a clear business plan. The faster-
growing conifers will yield regular income
to fund management of the Oak and slower
growing species into the next generation.
While unmanaged broadleaf becomes a li-
ability, a well-managed one begins to grow
in value, so that although some timber may
not come to market for over a century, the
land itself will have a growing timber, car-
bon and amenity asset value which can be
bought and sold.

Andrew Macqueen, Tilhill (left) and
Richard Davidson (right) with one of the
new oaks planted for timber at Crofthead

The real secret to Crofthead is the part-
nership between Richard Davidson and
Andrew Macqgueen, who pooled their si-
lowner vicultural and business knowledge
and experience, and passion for trees, to
create a hobby woodland, a timber plan-
tation, a biodiversity habitat, and a carbon
sink, all from the same trees.

Newsworthy heroic tree planting feats
are often either epic solo efforts, or mighty
national collaborations. But perhaps in the
UK, while there is ample scope for new
forestry investment models, the ‘bread-
and-butter’ of the modern, multi-purpose
forest will be the creative, efficient, and hu-
man owner-manager double-act.

0 95 190 380 570

760
Meters

Crofthead

N:163453
MLC:75/326/0133

Scheme boundary
A Access point

powerline
+  archaeology2

Species

[Jss

[ mc

[=7] mmc

Bl vs

[ pvs

[ oc

watercourses

e O she
NTIO
NTIOS!
NTIONW
NTIOSW

z

Scale 1:5,000 A 03/05/2017

FORESTRY & TIMBER NEWS « December 2019 67



FOR SALE

2015 Heizohack Chip truck. This has been
our demonstrator for the past 18 months.
The spec includes the following;
Mercedes Benz 6x6 Arocs 3345, currently
showing 31,200Kms and 2,300 engine hours.
HM14-800 chipper serviced regularly by us
from new. 1,100 drum hours on the chipper.
Epsilon M80OF and cone splitter. ACP Bearing
and belt temperature monitoring system.

£299,000 +VAT

Service and parts
for old and new
Unimogs. Complete

4 y refurbishment and

specialist builds.

Call us on

015242 42333

¥ Email

' info@acprice.co.uk

AC Price (Engineering) Ltd
Ingleton Industrial Estate
Ingleton, Carnforth,

Lancs LA6 3NU

www.acprice.co.uk



LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Arboriculture is trending - how can we
inspire young people to choose forestry?

by Sean
McLaughlin

In response to the article on ‘the for-
estry workforce of the future’ in the
August edition of Forestry & Tim-
ber News, I'd like to share some
thoughts.

I'm currently a forestry and ar-
boriculture instructor at Plumpton
College but | was previously a hand
cutter working alongside a timber
harvester and forwarder for a tenant
farmer responsible for around 4000
acres in Kent who also worked for
The Montreal Estate. As a self-em-
ployed forester | also ran a lucra-
tive logging business and during my
time running the business | took on
unemployed workers from a local
charity who needed an opportunity
to get back into leading a produc-
tive life. | had various people come
to work with me, some them going
on to find jobs of their own.

This gave me a heart to want
to teach others forestry skills and
| started to enquire about being
an assessor for NPTC, but this is
a very difficult field to break into
unless you’re sponsored. But dur-
ing my enquiries an opportunity
arose at Plumpton College. | love
teaching and | have already passed
a Level 3 teaching qualification and
now | have started a Level 4. | have
a real passion to try and inspire fu-

ture generations, especially for-
estry workers, and | try to tell the
students that they not only can be
manual workers but have high as-
pirations, especially with all the op-
portunities to be had in forestry.
However, it seems that many of
the students who | teach aspire to
be tree surgeons as it’'s an obvious
source of employment in the south
east. This also means that currently
our department is very arboriculture
heavy with less focus on forestry.

Plumpton College recently host-
ed the Royal Forestry Society (RFS)
and the Forestry Commission who
initiated a new scheme for those
leaving the Forces could be offered
the opportunity to retrain in forestry,
helping address the much recog-
nised skills gap that currently exists
across the sector. A colleague and |
also attended the RFS Skills Day at
Shuttleworth College with some of
our apprentices.

Since the skills day I've been in
contact with John Deere’s Country
Manager and I'm in discussions to
secure a laptop simulator to use at
some of the college STEM events and
also at the shows we attend (Heath-
field Show, South of England Show,
Kent Show, Plumpton College Open
Day and Bentley Wood fair.) | did en-
quire if the students could have the
opportunity to have a go at show-
casing the larger TimberMatic! Sim-
ulator but | believe this would be too
costly to move to the South East.

In conclusion, | believe Plumpton

SKILLS AND TRAINING

College are working hard to improve
the forestry education provision
via training and industry partner-
ships but there is still a lot more
that could be done. Students, espe-
cially based here in the South, can
see obvious links to employment
in the arboriculture sector and less
so in forestry. | am keen to nurture
partnerships with forestry organi-
sations and Confor by showcasing
forestry to my students to inspire
them to pursue careers in the sec-
tor. | would be delighted to explore
partnership opportunities, please do
not hesitate to contact me to ex-
plore ideas.

GET INVOLVED

If you would like to collaborate

with Sean and Plumpton College to
promote forestry as a career, please
get in touch sean.mclaughlin@
plumpton.ac.u

Portablg Saw Mills

6”, 8” & 10” capacity mills available
Swing blade cuts up to 10”x 20” beams
Dedicated slabbing mill options

Quick set-up time on any terrain

Weatherboard & planing attachment options

FTN5-17 Fuelwood (Warwick) Ltd www.fuelwood.co.uk t: 01926 484673
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ACCESS,
PERFORMANCE,
CAPABILITY

The compact Predator 56RX stump grinder has it all. With a rear
hydraulic PTO for attachments, quickly transform the machine
into a narrow access powerpack for site clearance. Attachments
include forestry mulcher, winch and turf flail.

v Radio control v 56 horsepower diesel turbo
v 3linches wide v Dozer blade/tow bar as standard

N 01189 404 739
PREDATLOR WWW.PREDATOR-MFG.COM




TIMBER TRANSPORT

Follow the Code

Roland Stiven
Timber Transport Forum

ne of the more memorable quotes

from Pirates of the Caribbean is in

response to a plea from a captive
to follow the pirate’s code. The response,
said in a suitable pirate drawl, is that
“the code is more what you’d call ‘guide-
lines’ than actual rules”.

Wikipedia is slightly more helpful;
“A code of practice can be a document that
complements .... laws and regulations to pro-
vide detailed practical guidance on how to
comply with legal obligations ... and should
be followed unless another solution with the
same or better ... standard is in place”.

The Road Haulage of Round Timber
Code of Practice is such a document and
the Timber Transport Forum is about to
embark on a 5th edition. The first was pro-
duced back in 1996 and the most recent in
2012.

The code covers a specific set of forest-
ry and timber related operations involved
in getting timber from the forest to the mill.
In turn it draws on and tries to distil the
essentials from various other laws, regula-
tions and codes of practice covering ar-
eas such as Vehicle Construction and Use,
Health and Safety, Working at Heights, Lift-
ing Operations and Lifting Equipment, Pro-
vision and Use of Work Equipment Regula-

tions, Safety of Loads etc, as well as some
of our own industry guidance.

Government departments tend to be
taciturn when asked for advice on such
matters and usually refer you back to the
original wording of the regulation or their
own generic codes. A recent request to
the Department of Transport for details of
any amendments to a particular regulation
were met with the terse advice to visit the
public library! Ultimately, we are the prac-
titioners and only we know the detail of the
operations we undertake. So, it is up to our
industry to take what advice we can and
agree on a set of practical standards and
methods of workings that we can assure
ourselves and others, comply with the law.
We will only know for certain if we got it
right if it were to be tested in court and, of
course, the aim of the code of practice is
that we never are.

| was thinking of such things on the
journey back from the Irish Forest Indus-
try Transport Group conference where
the boss of a quality haulage company
had posed a question to Deirdre Sinnott
McFeat of the Irish Health and Safety Au-
thority. He wanted to know how to per-
suasively respond to the old experienced
haulier who, having never lost a log from
a load and never had an accident, doesn’t
see why he should use more straps.

There are various possible responses of
course: We can be lucky - but we have all

had close shaves; we can be unlucky and we
know of people and situations where peo-
ple have been hurt or killed. However, there
are some fundamentals about transporting
timber and we can apply both calculations
and industry experience in coming up with
a prudent approach. We are trying to set a
safe standard as a basis for training, a pro-
cess we can monitor and evidence to dem-
onstrate to ourselves, our staff and others
that we are taking due care. The standard
can also provide the basis of a level playing
field in which all can compete in delivering
quality haulage.

The other related focus of presentations
in Ireland was the skills shortage, noting
that the average haulier is in their 50s and
that more people are retiring than are pass-
ing their HGV licenses. Ireland is just about
to double its harvested timber volume in 10
years and already there are lorries parked
up for want of a driver. The situation is not
dissimilar in Britain.

The big challenge for us all is to create
a workplace that young people want to
join and stay in. Work that is interesting,
reasonably rewarded, well equipped, safe,
not stressful and, for those that want it, has
scope for advancement.

A draft of the 5th edition of the Code of
Practice should be out for your discerning
review in time for Christmas - if you are not
being distracted by the Black Pearl.
www.timbertransportforum.org.uk




CLASSIFIEDS

CERTIFICATION

JK FCG

" irest Certification
Group

FSC FM/COC
Group Certification

Paul Sandys: 07803 619249
Phil Webb: 07970 388940
ukfcg@hotmail.com

FSC® 112410

NET PRODUCTS

NET SACKS/
NET BAGS

for logs & kindling.
Plain or with printed band.
1 - 3 day delivery anywhere
in the UK. For the best
quality, service and prices!
Contact lan or Robert.
Medallion Net Co Ltd,
Franciscan House,
Grove Lane, Elmswell,
Suffolk IP30 9HN

Freephone 0800 7834018
Telephone 01359 242910
Fax 01359 245264
www.medallionnet.co.uk
Email bsmith4uk@aol.com
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SHROPSHIRE FORESTRY
CONTRACTORS

STANDING TIMBER ALL SPECIES INCLUDING SOFT WOOD

ALL SPECIES AND GRADES OF TIMBER AVAILABLE FOR DELIVERY

FORESTRY CONTRACTORS

BIO-OILS

cares for the
environment

WANTED

ALSO OAK, ELM (PLAIN AND BURRS), BIG
ASH AND FIGURED SYCAMORE
TOP PRICES AND PROMPT PAYMENT

.
plantoil ...p

CONTACT: JOHN HALL, FAIRACRES, COUNDMOOR,
CRESSAGE, SHREWSBURY SY5 6AY

Telephone: 01694 731621
Fax: 01694 731624 Mobile: 07802 366653

CHAIN SAW OIL

2-STROKE OIL © SAW BLADE OIL

FREEPHONE 0800 013 7363 www.plantoil.co.uk

WOODLAND MANAGEMENT

ABBEYA

MACHINERY EQUIPMENT

PRUNING MADE| 1.1} ¢

Silky Fox Saws
Foxley Estate Office,
Mansel Lacy,
Hereford HR4 7HQ
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» All aspects of woodland management and design

» Woodland creation, establishment and maintenance
» Timber harvesting and marketing

» Arboricultural surveys and assessments
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The world’s finest pruning saws [N eI

Contact us today: 01386 554 027

office@abbeyforestry.couk
www.AbbeyForestry.couk

WANTED

QUALITY OAK unfogable mesh eye protection

REQUIRED

Standing
or felled

Good price paid
for large clean
planking logs

Also interested
in other grades

Whippletree

!

Tel: 01763 208966
Fax: 01763 208977
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SMALL WOODLAND OWNER
PROFESSOR JULIAN EVANS OBE FICFor

A story from the past

he best loved Sunday School story in Wales

is about Mary Jones who, as a 15-year-old

girl in 1800, walked barefoot along the tracks

and over the hills from her home at the foot
of Cadair Idris to the town of Bala to buy a Bible. She
had been saving up for at least six years and finally had
enough money to set out on a very long day’s journey
to go to the home of Rev. Thomas Charles to obtain
the treasure she sought. I've known these details since
childhood and a few weeks ago visited for the first time
the remote village of Llanfihangel-y-pennant where the
remains of the tiny cottage where Mary grew up with
her mother (her father died when she was five) are pre-
served and the story commemorated. In the picture
you can see the memorial, and in the background a big
beech, some sycamores and a patch of unthinned Scots
pine and larch to the left.

My visit to what is left of Mary’s cottage set me think-
ing of what her surroundings would have been like 200+
years ago. And this was brought into sharp focus when
reviewing for ICF’s Chartered Forester the fascinating
book, Trees in England - management and disease since
1600 by Williamson, Barnes and Pillatt. (I apologise to
myself and everyone else who is Welsh or of Welsh ex-
traction for citing from a book entitled, ‘Trees in Eng-
land’, but the silvicultural parallels are surely there!).

What Willamson et al do so well through their de-
tailed and exhaustive research of estate records, ar-
chives, maps and contemporary accounts is to show
how widespread both coppicing and pollarding used to
be in the 17th and 18th Centuries. Every field would have
many hedgerow trees that were regularly pollarded for
sticks and fuel - by ‘many’ | mean around 20 per hectare.
Every hedgerow would be full of pollards to the point of
complaints from farmers that their crops were shaded
and interfered with. Indeed, around three-quarters of all
trees on farms were pollards. From the 1780s, the au-
thors relate how a decline began and such trees were
lost from farms and timber production, limited as it was,
was gradually transferred to the new plantations that
began to be established.

Often in this piece | have urged readers to get to

know their woodland’s silvicultural history, to take time
to learn how what we have today has come about. |
wonder how many surviving hedgerow pollards still
display their now long-since deceased use? Huge multi-
branched crowns emanating from two or three metres
above ground is one giveaway.

But back to Mary Jones: | am sure her scenery would
be very different from that of today. One of her jobs to
earn a few farthings in saving up for a Bible was gather-
ing firewood. And | must own up too: the Rev. Thomas
Charles of Bala, to whom she went to buy a Bible, is my
ancestor, my four greats grandfather. Today, you can
have lovely coffee and Welsh cakes and visit a modern
visitor centre, ‘Mary Jones World’, at the old St Bueno’s
Church, Llanycil, just outside Bala. And you don’t have to
walk 26 miles to get there.

| remains for me to wish readers Happy Christmas or
perhaps | should say, Nadolig Llawen.

“&. Biomass Wood Chippers

)

Class leading chippers producing G30, G50 & G100 fuel

Low power requirement
300mm - 860mm capacity infeed diameter
3pt link, chassis mounted or lorry chipper options

PTO, electric or engine drive options

FTN5-17

Fuelwood (Warwick) Ltd

CONFOR.ORG.UK

www.fuelwood.co.:

j .
01926 484673
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FORESTRY IN
PICTURES
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Every year, wildfires destroy vast areas of semi-arid regions. As of early
November 2019, over 100,000 hectares of land were burn in California
alone, according to Cal Fire and the US Forest Service. This summer,
the Guardian reported that “Spain battled biggest wildfires in 20 years
immense amounts of forest to fire each year.

Higher than average temperatures and periods of drought are increasingly
causing wildfires in the UK as well. On page 60, Rab Easton advises the
forestry sector on how machinery can be adapted to allow for a quick
response in case of wild fires.

The photo shows a group of firefighters performing a burn out operation
in a shaded fuelbreak at Kenai National Wildlife Refuge in Alaska. Over
five days, the fire grew to over 80,000ha. Pre-constructed fuelbreaks
provided an opportunity for firefighters to successfully defend.

Source: Flickr, US Fish & Wildlife Service

Want to see your picture here?

Forestry in Pictures is a regular feature in FTN.
For every issue, we select the most impact-

ing photograph sent by a reader. If you have

a photo you would like to see published here,
please send your file to Stefanie.kaiser@confor.
org. Please include your name, brief description
of yourself and the picture and a credit.

Photos should relate to forestry and timber

and be of high-quality (minimum resolution
300dpi). Exceptional pictures might be consid-
ered for the front cover of a future FTN issue.
By submitting a picture to Forestry in Pictures
you give Confor permission to use the file for
non-commercial purposes in Forestry and
Timber News or the Confor website. Photos will
always be credited.

COMING UP IN In February, we will run our traditional feature on Forest management and
diversification, plus a feature on Human Resources. Please get in touch by the

FEBRUARY _ end of December if you would like to submit an article or news item for either of

the two.

G ET | N\/O |_\/ E D Remember that FTN is your magazine - get in touch if you want to suggest

editorial or give us feedback on articles we have published in the past.

Confor members, send us your company’s news updates!
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Paul Vidgen

Forest Machines Ltd

PVEM ™
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A

Forest Keep, Watersplash Lane, Ascot, Berkshire, SL5 7QP
Tel: 01344 873499 Email: info@pvfm.co.uk Web: www.pvifm.co.uk
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—— FOREST MACHINES
The one stop forestry shop!

SPARES

Our latest stock and offers
at your fingertips...

- @ Www.jaspwilson.co.uk
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