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THE CLIMATE ELECTION
People love trees. In the 2019 UK Public Opinion of Forestry survey, 
88% agreed or strongly agreed “a lot more trees should be planted”.

People also want action on climate change. A YouGov poll found 
climate change was the second most important issue for young 
people in the 2019 election, after Brexit.

So let’s take advantage of “the climate election” to deliver what the 
public wants – planting more trees and tackling climate change. 

Let’s also manage woodland better to let in light, lock up carbon, 
allow wildlife to thrive and produce more wood.

And let’s use more wood – to lock up carbon and replace energy-
intensive materials like steel, concrete and plastic.

Confor and its members can help deliver the change needed. 

Our simple, three-point action plan for General Election 2019 is:

PLANT MORE TREES 
MANAGE OUR WOODS BETTER 
USE MORE HOME-GROWN WOOD
It is time for action, time to show that #TheFutureIsForestry. 

So how many trees should we be planting?

OUR VISION



OUR PLANTING TARGETS

Planting
the future
Only 10% of England (13% of the UK) 
is covered in trees, against a European 
average of around 40%.

The call for greater tree planting is 
coming from all quarters, with Friends 
of the Earth proposing that the UK 
double its tree cover by planting around 
100,000 hectares of new woodland 
annually (about 200 million trees). 

Confor, with its 1500 forestry and 
wood using businesses across the UK, 
has estimated what we believe could 
realistically be achieved now. 

These planting targets, set out in the 
Woodland Carbon Targets table below, 
are ambitious and achievable, though 
they will require real political leadership 
and determination to drive change in 
England and Wales.

While Scotland beat its annual target 
last year of 10,000ha, England planted 
just 1420ha against a target of 5000ha 
and Wales managed just 520ha against 
a target of 2000ha. Around 240ha were 
planted in Northern Ireland.

Our politicians must be more ambitious 
and demonstrate real commitment on 
tree planting – or the constant claims 
of ‘tackling the climate emergency’ will 
prove to be nothing but hollow words.

												            Total
	 2020	 2021	 2022	 2023	 2024	 2025	 2026	 2027	 2028	 2029	 2030	 2020-30

Scotland	 12,000	 12,000	 14,000	 14,000	 15,000	 15,000	 16,000	 16,500	 17,000	 17,500	 18,000	 167,000
England	 2,000	 3,000	 4,000	 5,000	 6,500	 7,500	 8,500	 9,000	 9,500	 10,000	 10,000	 75,000
Wales	 500	 1,500	 2,000	 3,500	 5,000	 6,000	 7,000	 7,500	 8,000	 9,000	 9,000	 59,000
N Ireland	 500	 500	 1,000	 1,000	 1,500	 1,500	 2,000	 2,500	 2,500	 3,000	 3,000	 19,000
UK	 15,000	 17,000	 21,000	 23,500	 28,000	 30,000	 33500	 35,500	 37,000	 39,500	 40,000	 320,000

Confor’s planting targets by 2030 (in hectares)

Woodland carbon targets for the UK
Confor calls on governments across the UK to set targets for woodland creation totalling 40,000 hectares 
a year by 2030, to make the substantial contribution needed to reduce atmospheric carbon

The case for forests and timber to tackle climate change is 
escalating. The UK, Scottish and Welsh Governments have all 
set targets significantly higher than recent planting rates, while 
scientific and environmental bodies are calling for substantially 
greater ambition (above)1. The carbon connection between 
planting trees and using timber has also become widely 
recognised. Harvested timber can multiply the carbon benefit 
of a forest: 

• Sustainable management including timber harvesting  
accelerates the rate of carbon sequestration in the forest.
• Carbon is locked up for longer in timber products such as 
buildings.

• Timber substitutes for carbon-intensive alternative materials 
including steel, concrete, plastic, coal and oil.
• Home-grown timber relieves the pressure on global forests 
from increasing timber demand, driven by growing economies  
and a desire for low-carbon materials. 
• Wood at end of life can be recycled and used to save 
more carbon, for example as biomass fuel, chip board, or 
biochemicals.

However, UK forest cover at only 13% is far below the 
European average of 42%2, and England, Wales and Northern 
Ireland are likely to have suffered net deforestation in the past 
decade, with the greatest losses in timber-growing forests. 

BACKGROUND

Zero Carbon 
Britain  
260,000

Committee on Climate 
Change (CCC) High 

Biomass scenario  
50,000

Woodlands for Wales  
2,000

25 Year 
Environment Plan 

(England) 
6,200

Clean Growth Strategy 
(England) 9,300

Natural Capital 
Commission 

(England)  
11,300

Forestry Strategy 
(Scotland)  
15,000

CCC independent 
advice to  

government  
27,000

CCC 
Multifunctional 
Land Use scenario  
30,000

Friends of  
the Earth  
100,000

WWF 
40,000

Confor target  
40,000

Royal Society & 
Royal Academy  
of Engineering  
57,000

UK annual 
planting 
targets by 2030 
(in hectares)

1. The Committee on Climate Change, Biomass in a low carbon economy (2018); Royal Society and Royal Academy of Engineering, Greenhouse gas removal (2018) p.95; Friends of 
the Earth, Why the UK should double its forest area to combat climate change (2018); Edwards, T, et al, Land Stewardship: a blueprint for government policy, Scottish Wildlife Trust 
(Edinburgh 2017) p.11; Centre for Alternative Technology, Zero Carbon Britain, 2013. 
2. Eurostat. France, Spain, Italy, Germany, Switzerland, the Czech Republic, and Austria for example, all have forest cover of over 30%.

UK Planting 
targets by 2030 
(in hectares)



OUR MANIFESTO

Adopt Confor’s woodland creation 
targets for the UK
•	 Plant 30,000 hectares of new 		
	 woodland annually by 2025
•	 Scotland: 15,000 ha / 30m trees
•	 England: 7500 ha / 15m trees
•	 Wales: 6000 ha / 12m trees
•	 Northern Ireland: 1500 ha / 3m trees

Plant the Northumberland Forest 
Deliver on the pledge to plant the 
Northumberland Forest through a 
regional forest partnership.

Create more partnerships to plant more 
forests across England.

Reduce bureaucracy 
Make the application and approval 
process for woodland creation simpler 
and quicker. Learn from Scotland’s 
positive experience.

Protect Britain’s trees
Make the UK’s plant health  
regulations the most robust in  
the world post-Brexit.

PLANT MORE TREES

We ask all political parties to
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Britain imports 80% of the wood it 
uses (second only to China) and has a 
responsibility to grow more timber to 
reduce its global forest footprint. 

By using more wood in buildings, carbon 
is locked up for longer. A cubic metre of 
wood contains about a tonne of carbon 
dioxide (depending on the species).   

If the UK uses more wood, it will have 
further impact by replacing carbon-
intensive materials like concrete, steel 
and plastic.

At the end of its life, wood can be 
recycled and re-used as biomass fuel, 
chipboard or in biochemical products. 

The UK Government should set targets 
for home-grown timber use.

MANAGE OUR  
WOODS BETTER
Too much forestry in the UK – especially 
broadleaf woodland – is not well-
managed. It lacks light and isn’t good 
for wildlife. If we manage our woods 
better, we can deliver huge benefits for 
nature AND reduce carbon – because:

•	There is more existing woodland than 
any new planting scheme could create; 

•	Established trees, when thinned, soak 
up carbon much more quickly than 
newly-planted ones; 

•	Added benefits – including 
improved biodiversity and recreational 
opportunities – are immediate.

USE MORE HOME-
GROWN WOOD
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GOOD FOR THE ECONOMY   
The UK forestry industry supports more 
than 80,000 jobs and adds £2 billion 
in value to the economy every year.  
Planting new forests creates local jobs 
in rural areas which have few large 
employers – and stimulates supply 
chains, from tree nurseries to wood 
processors. Tree planting also offers 
farmers the chance to diversify their 
businesses as part of a mixed land-use 
solution delivering public goods. 

GOOD FOR COMMUNITIES   

As well as local jobs, forests can 
provide a wide range of recreational 
opportunities for local communities, 
including forest walks, cycling and bird-
watching.  

MODERN FORESTRY

The multiple benefits of modern forestry

GOOD FOR NATURE  
The UK Forestry Standard ensures that 
creating forests delivers net benefit 
for wildlife – and there is compelling 
scientific evidence to demonstrate the 
positive benefits of productive forests 
for biodiversity in the UK. 

Planting trees to high sustainability 
standards means that modern forests 
can deliver simultaneously for climate 
change and for biodiversity.  

GOOD FOR PLANT HEALTH   
Planting more forests and using more 
home-grown wood will reduce imports 
in the long term – and have a positive 
benefit on plant health. Confor has 
called for imports of high-risk plants 
and firewood to be ended to safeguard 
the health of UK forests and protect 
our trees against pests and diseases. 

If we plant more trees, manage our woods better and use more 
home-grown wood, we can make a real impact on the damaging 
effects of climate change AND deliver many additional benefits.
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BOOST THE ECONOMY

A MORE
EFFECTIVE
FORESTRY 

POLICY
WILL

The forestry industry is 
worth £2bn every year  

to the UK economy

TACKLE CLIMATE 
CHANGE

Growing trees soak  
up carbon and lock that 
away in wood products

CREATE RURAL JOBS

Forestry supports 
80,000 UK jobs, often 
in rural areas with few 

other employment 
opportunities

REDUCE FLOOD RISK

Upland tree planting 
can reduce flood 

risks in communities 
downstream

BUILD NEW HOMES

Timber provides warm, 
attractive and energy 

efficient homes to tackle 
the housing crisis

PROVIDE PLACES
FOR WILDLIFE

Forests are home for 
wildlife, such as Red 

squirrels, Goshawks and 
many other rare species



Confor is the voice of the UK forestry and wood-using 
industry, representing more than 1500 businesses all 
along the supply chain – from nurseries growing trees, 
through companies designing, planting and managing 
forests to sawmills and other businesses using wood.

Confor is always keen to collaborate with all those 
interested in forestry and wood, especially to look at 
joint solutions to realise the potential of forestry and 
wood to help tackle the #ClimateEmergency. 

It produces regular documents and reports on all the 
main issues relating to the forestry and wood sector.

Contacts
Stuart Goodall, CEO  
stuartg@confor.org.uk
Andrew Heald, Technical Director  
andrew.heald@confor.org.uk
Eleanor Harris, Policy Researcher  
eleanor@confor.org.uk 

59 George Street, Edinburgh EH2 2JG
www.confor.org.uk 
Twitter: @forestsandwood


