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Funding skills development

STUART GOODALL CHIEF EXECUTIVE, CONFOR

n my last column | highlighted the lack of

statistical and market information available

to our sector, especially when compared with

other industries in the UK and forestry and
timber sectors overseas.

In this issue of FTN we feature education,
recruitment, training and skills development. For
some time now, when Confor has been developing
its business plan for the following year, the issue of
skills in its widest sense has arisen time and again.
The challenge we face, is what can Confor do,
especially when there are so many organisations
active in pursuing a range of initiatives.

In his lead article on the topic, David Sulman
highlights the proposal that has been made
by some in the industry for a ‘Forestry Skills
Champion’. As David notes, there are examples of
successes, but most people would likely agree that
more needs to be done and that a greater degree
of co-ordination would be useful.

Following on from that article, Jock McKie of
John Deere provides his perspective and states
“The industry needs to think hard about its future
and invest to become more professional”. Jock
highlights the need for “a fundamental shift in
legislative support, training commitment and
funded training sources”.

Traditionally the sector has looked to

governments and bodies like the old
Forestry Commission to provide the
funds and/or courses. However,
there is now less willingness in
governments, across the UK,
to directly fund training and
the FC as a pan-GB entity with
the resources to make a real
contribution is gone.

In a conversation earlier this year with Fergus
Ewing, the Scottish forestry minister, he was clear
that skills and recruitment was a key issue for the
industry, but he was also clear that industry should
step-up and provide significant, new resources (not
least financial) and that industry should not expect
government to shoulder the cost.

Subseguent conversations in England and Wales
signal that political interest and resources are, if
anything, lower there than in Scotland.

We need to capitalise on the recent growth
of the sector and the increasing support we are
securing from politicians across the UK. However, in
order to really make an impact, we need to secure
more industry funding.

One way of doing that is through the type
of industry ‘Fund’ | have highlighted previously.
Working with the Board of Confor, and based on
initial feedback from a range of members, | have
developed a proposed structure for this, including
the key activities that could be supported and how
funds could be collected, administered and spent
for the benefit of the sector.

Such a Fund will only be successful if there is
broad understanding and buy-in from across the
industry, and the next step is to talk formally to
members across the UK and along the supply chain
to identify issues and answer the questions that are
raised. | would hope that following that exercise we
can develop a more refined proposal that can be
put to the industry to secure the required support.

It may be that the industry will not support a
Fund in sufficient numbers for it to be established,
but it’s an initiative | believe Confor has to explore
for the future benefit of the sector.

www.confor.org.uk



SKILLS AND TRAINING

The forestry
workforce

of the future

David Sulman, Confor’s Deputy
Chief Executive, considers the
topical subject of education,
recruitment, training and skills
development for the sector.

any hours have been spent in meetings dis-

cussing concerns about the future of the

forestry workforce and its development.

There has been particular focus on the ap-
parently parlous state of education, training, recruit-
ment and skills development across the forestry sector.
It would be easy to become frustrated and downcast
about the apparent state of affairs and lack of progress.
But just how bad is the situation and are there signs of
positive change?

There are, undeniably, skills shortages at various lev-
els, for example, skilled chainsaw and machine opera-
tors are particularly sought-after and training provision
is costly and limited. Forestry work managers (FWMs)
have an ever-increasing workload to ensure compliance
with a wide range of regulations and guidelines around
health and safety, and environmental protection, quite
apart from road-building and maintenance, logistics etc.
We need to ensure that FWMs have a well-rounded un-
derstanding of all of subjects that impact on their work-
ing lives, as well as opportunities to keep them abreast
of developments relevant to their jobs.

The training challenge

Some say that there is little interest in careers in for-
estry; however, if interest in the Modern Apprenticeships
launched by Forest Enterprise Scotland, (now Forestry
& Land Scotland), is anything to go by, with nearly 300
applicants for a total of 20 places on their programme
in Trees and Timber and Forest Machine Operations,
there is apparently no shortage of interest amongst
young people. Whilst that level of interest is very
encouraging, it is also very disappointing that

so many people could not be offered a training
place and may well be lost to the industry as

a consequence. Similarly, it is often reported
that people keen to work in harvesting strug-

gle to get a foot on the ladder, as harvesting
contractors are seldom able to take on persons
with no experience of mechanised harvesting
operations.

Another challenge of forestry education and train-
ing is to not lose sight of the needs and potential for
development of those already working in the sector. As
the popular saying goes, “every day’s a school day” and
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need for more
co-ordinated
training provision

there is always something new to learn. Skills develop-
ment and continuous professional development (CPD) is
not well established throughout the wood supply chain,
although the efforts of the Institute of Chartered Forest-
ers and some companies are noteworthy.

A call for targeted and
co-ordinated action
However, it is not all bad; there have been and
continue to be some examples of success (see
page 8), although most would agree that more
needs to be done and that a greater degree of
co-ordination would be useful.
Some have suggested that we could ben-
efit from a ‘Forestry Skills Champion’. This could
have potential if it delivered greater focus and co-
ordination; not least in assessing what is currently
being done, identifying gaps and what more needs to
be done, to identify willing partners and support mecha-
nisms and to make things happen. At all times it needs
to be ensured that any offer suits the needs of employ-

There is a

CONFOR.ORG.UK



A young harvesting machine operator
in Sweden Photo: Rab Eastan

ers of all sizes across the forestry sector, in particular
the micro, small and medium-sized businesses, who do
not have the human resources of larger companies. The
worlds of forestry and education are very different by
nature; not to mention different qualification standards
and levels in England, Wales and Scotland, which com-
plicates the picture. Therefore, expertise in the educa-
tion and training sector might be more important than
forestry knowledge for such a champion.

This continues to be a very topical subject and to a
large extent, the future is largely in our hands; Govern-
ments and their agencies have said that they are willing
to help, but it has to be accepted that industry will have
to put its hand in its pocket as well if it really wants to
make a difference.

We would welcome your thoughts on what SAY
you think needs to be done and how we might

go about addressing this vitally important subject.
stefanie.kaiser@confor.org.uk

CONFOR.ORG.UK

with Jock McKie of John Deere

‘“We need a step
change in the
industry as a whole”

Why do you think the UK
operator training model is
providing so hard to operate and
resource?

There are several challenges to
new entrants into the industry -
the frequency and availability of
courses, the minimum machine
operator age of 18 and the sheer
cost of a course. The forestry
industry in the UK is very
supportive of the need to train
new machine drivers and there
is real evidence in Scotland at
least to lead the way in meeting
demand.

The cost of an 8-week course
is £16,000 per head. The skills
taught will take a knowledgeable
forest worker or saw operator
up to a good machine operator
standard. This is an immense
cost to any college and current
courses depend on the right
calibre of apprentice. Machine
drivers may well be school leavers
but anyone being told to wait
two years before they can train
may well be lost to the industry
for life. We need a fundamental
shift in legislative support, training
commitment and funded training
sources.

What would you import from the
overseas schemes and could they
work here?

The training schemes themselves
are good, we have had

excellent results on the modern
apprenticeship scheme. What is
required is a step change in the
industry as a whole. We have 12
machines at colleges in Sweden
and Finland and the costs of the
courses are met by the industry
as a whole. Their investment back
into the industry has been the key
to the quality of the workforce

they enjoy.

As John Deere we are building
a new workshop outside Perth to
help our business keep up with
future demands. This includes new
apprentice engineers and we are
proud to be backing them. Two
of our machines will be used by
colleges to train the future drivers.
We hope if they learn in a green
machine they’ll always want to
drive one but we bear that cost.

The industry needs to think
hard about its future and invest to
become more professional. These
costs could be met through better
machine utilisation and efficient
cutting but it needs standards to
rise.

Have you identified a delivery
partner in England or Wales?
There is a lot excitement over
what could be in England and
Wales and Forestry England
have one of our simulators on
loan to take to roadshows and
other events. The work between
BSW and Llysfasi College is very
promising and building on the
success of the Scottish schemes
potentially even sharing their
programs could provide the future
workforce needed.

There is a question about how
many drivers England and Wales
will need as the output models
look quite flat for the next 10
years but the average age of
a machine operator is over 50
and is getting close to 60. The
message we need to get across
is that with planting targets rising
and sawmills investing is good
quality operators will be needed
to benefit everyone. By optimising
what goes through the machine
head you really can afford to
invest in the industry.

FORESTRY & TIMBER NEWS » August 2019 7



SKILLS AND TRAINING

Forestry Apprenticeship Pilot
Wales has enjoyed a good level of success
with the Forestry Apprenticeship Pilot
Project. This Welsh Government scheme
is delivered by Coleg Sir Gar in conjunction
with Pembrokeshire College as the lead
training provider. Having started in 2018,
it has delivered 15 roles to date with the
2019/20 subscription filling up quickly.
The two-year pilot aims to provide a
wage subsidy to incentivise and support
employers wanting to recruit up to 30 new
forestry jobs through new apprentices or
up-skilling the existing workforce. This
has resulted in bespoke support for self-
employed apprentice mentoring provision.
The pilot has achieved significant
interest from both employers and
individuals and there are positive
signs that it is raising awarene_z
apprenticeships within the sector. By
continuing to capture future skills needs
and identify funding linkages there is
strong hope/possibility of continuation of
the scheme.

Focus on Forestry First

Focus on Forestry First Ltd is a not-
for-profit social enterprise company
established in September 2016. The
company remit is to support firms within
the Welsh Trees & Timber sector to access
skills, plan staff development and increase
the qualification levels of operators

within the sector. This is done through

a combination of skills development,
mentoring, knowledge transfer and
innovative training. “The key to successful
training is identifying gaps, creating a
plan and using professional pathways to
provide high quality training.”

To date FFF have run nearing 10,000
training days including 2000 individual
course for 2300 individual trainees. This is
an incredible achievement from a standing
start in 2016.

8 FORESTRY & TIMBER NEWS + August 2019

Steve Fowkes offers an update on
Forestry Commission England’s work on
skills and workforce development.

Simulator training

FC is working with John Deere on a
project which will see a small cohort

of FC staff trained up to set up and
operate John Deere’s range of Harvester/
Fowarder simulators (see Q&A page 7).

Future Foresters Skills Day

FC is once again supporting the Royal
Forestry Society in putting on the Future
Foresters Skills Day this autumn. The
national student conference event, at
Shuttleworth College on 04 October,

will highlight to current and prospective
forestry students how technology is
changing the face of modern forestry.
Tech, kit and experts are combining

Operator development course

A series of eight-week, hands-on courses
were developed by the former UKFPA in
conjunction FC Scotland, Barony College
and industry, namely John Deere. The
aim was to develop the skills of persons
who already had basic experience in
timber harvesting. The courses comprised
two weeks of in-college instruction,
including the use of machine simulators,
followed by six weeks on a harvesting
site, operating modern harvesters and
forwarders, generously provided by John
Deere Forestry and FC Scotland. After a
successful pilot course in 2007, the series
ran until 2018, with 55 people successfully
completing the courses. Each course,
which provided four training places,
included FMOC assessment. A 100%
success rate was achieved in all of the
courses. Positive feedback was received
from both trainees and employers alike.
Interestingly, many of the trainees were
self-funding, rather than being sponsored
by harvesting contractors. Read more on
page 7.

Forestry skills summits

This skills shortage has been recognised
by the Scottish Government, which
recently brought together a wide range of
stakeholders from the public and private
sector for two Forestry Skills Summits, one
which took place at Inverness College UHI.

in a showcase day to inspire the next
generation of foresters and demonstrate
how the 21st century is an exciting time
to be in the forest industry.

Shop window for FE providers
Brokered by Forest Services, FC is
offering further education providers the
opportunity to use high-volume Forestry
England visitor centres as a shop
window for their educational provision.
In an attempt to help potential future
forest workers make the connection
between visiting the forest and working
in it, Forestry England will be hosting
posters and flyers that highlight nearby
learning opportunities in forestry
subjects. The Woodland Trust have

also offered the opportunity of hosting
materials on some of their sites, where
appropriate.

Skills working group

In recognition of the need for a workforce
of the right size and with the right skills,
Developing a Workforce with Skills for
the Future is one of 5 strategic priorities
in the Scottish Forest and Timber
Technologies Industry Leadership Group’s
economic strategy, To help them deliver
this priority, the Industry Leadership
Group (ILG) set up a Skills Group which
comprises an enthusiastic membership

of over 20 people from the industry -
including David Sulman and Andrew
Heald from Confor, the public sector

and educational establishments. There is
also representation from the equivalent
group in England which encourages
collaborative working on common issues
and reduces the risk of duplication of
effort. Andy Leitch reports on page 59.

FTN WEB RESOURCES

@ Forestry Skills Plan 2019-2024 for
England and Wales

Roots for Further Growth: An
economic strategy for Scotland’s
Forest and Timber Technologies
sector 2030

www.confor.org.uk/ftnweb

CONFOR.ORG.UK
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NEWS

fSeize the day” to
drive up planting in
northern England

he forestry and wood pro-
Tcessing industry has been

urged to “seize the day” and
take advantage of two significant
opportunities to drive up planting in
the north of England.

The Borderlands Inclusive Growth
Deal (BIG Deal) - a collaboration be-
tween the UK Government, Scottish
Government and five local authori-
ties - includes a proposal to develop
a Forestry Innovation Centre, as well

The Borderlands region comprises
five local authority areas (Carlisle
City, Cumbria County, Dumfries and
Galloway, Northumberland County
and Scottish Borders). It is within
two-hours drive of 14m people.

as allocating £10 million to “under-
pin the development of the rural
economy” either side of the border.

Meanwhile, Confor has taken the
lead role in convening discussions
on developing a Forestry Invest-
ment Zone (FIZ) in Northumberland
to stimulate new, large-scale pro-
ductive planting. Following an open
letter by a range of political, industry
and environmental stakeholders af-
ter Confor’s Superwood conference
last December, Forestry Minister Da-
vid Rutley invited Confor to develop
plans for a FIZ in the county. Confor
then worked with Defra to arrange
a visit to the county by the minister
on 19 July to discuss the idea. [see
panel]

CONFOR.ORG.UK

Stuart Goodall, chief executive
of Confor, welcomed the positive
developments. “There is real poten-
tial here to deliver a step change in
planting in northern England and
the sector really needs to seize the
day and grab these huge opportuni-
ties,” he said. “Borderlands really is
a BIG Deal for forestry and wood as
our sector is central to the proposals
to support rural economic develop-
ment and create a Natural Capital
Innovation Zone. The invitation to
develop a detailed plan for a For-
estry Innovation Centre is the icing
on the cake.

“There is a lot of work ahead to
develop plans for the centre, but
we have had excellent engagement
between Confor members, rural
skills providers, public forestry bod-
ies and other stakeholders - and I'm
confident we can move forward to
develop a plan that focuses on add-
ing value and increasing productiv-
ity within our sector to benefit the
economy and environment of the
Borderlands region.”

On FlIZ, Mr Goodall said: “Minis-
ter Rutley has given us very positive
messages about a productive FIZ
and there is enthusiasm across the
sector to develop a detailed propos-

al. We need more planting in the far
north of England and the FIZ offers
the opportunity to achieve that - es-
pecially with the Borderlands Deal
taking shape at the same time.”

The Borderlands’ Heads of Terms
document says: “The forestry and
wood sector in the Borderlands is
an asset to the region which can de-
liver substantial low carbon growth
and contribute towards sustainable
economic development. Forestry
and wood processing are a signifi-
cant employers and contributors to
the economic growth of the Border-
lands region.”

On the Forestry Innovation Cen-
tre, the Deal documents say it will
“develop with the forestry sector
a centre of excellence to showcase
innovation that would improve pro-
ductivity across the whole supply
chain”.

lain Kyle from
Walishield Farm
nr Haltwhistle
tells Forestry
Minister David
Rutley MP about
the challenges
of planting
commercial
woodland in
Northumberland

Below: John
Paterson (right)
welcomes
David Rutley to
Egger’s Hexham
facility

Minister sees processing sector
in action at Hexham works

Confor member Egger, which employs more than 600
people at Hexham in Northumberland, also welcomed
the announcement. Last year, Egger published Forestry
and wood processing in the Borderlands Growth Deal to
start a debate about the industry’s cross-border signifi-

cance.

John Paterson, head of Egger Forestry, said: “Egger
opened up the conversation about the importance of
our industry to the Borderlands and we have been de-
lighted to play a central role in very constructive discus-

sions with colleagues from the industry, academia and

public forestry.

“We were pleased to host Minister Rutley when he
visited Northumberland on 19 July to show him around
our facility at Hexham and highlight the importance of

FTN WEB RESOURCES

more commercial forestry planting in the county.”

@ Forestry and wood

processing in the Borderlands
Growth Deal
www.confor.org.uk/ftnweb
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NEWS

UK must plant
more to tackle
climate change

10,000ha
onfor has welcomed the maintain the momentum and drive ACTUAL
news that Scotland has on to the next landmark target of 11,200ha
smashed” its annual plant- 15,000ha by 2025 - and then Con- % OF UK

ing target - and called on the rest of
the UK to raise its game to tackle the
climate emergency.

The Scottish target of 10,000ha in
the year to 31 March 2019 was com-
fortably exceeded, with 11,200ha of
new planting (up from 7100 the pre-
vious year). This represents 84% all
new UK planting.

There was just 1420ha of new
planting in England, 520ha in Wales
and 240 in Northern Ireland.

Stuart Goodall, CEO of Confor,
welcomed the success in Scotland
and called on the Scottish Gov-
ernment to work with industry to

for’s target of 18,000ha by 2030.

Mr Goodall said: “I'm delighted
that we've met and gone well be-
yond the planting target in Scotland,
based on more than 10,000ha of pri-
vate sector planting, backed by just
over 1000ha by the national forest
estate.

“Confor has worked long and hard
with the Scottish Government to get
to this point and | truly hope the mo-
mentum will be maintained in the
coming years. We now need the rest
of the UK to move beyond ramped-
up rhetoric on a climate emergency
and begin to take the positive action

PLANTING BY NUMBERS

(for year to 31 March 2019)

Wales N lreland

240ha
England 520ha

1420ha

Scotland
11,200ha

that we see in Scotland.
“The Committee on

Climate
Change has consistently said we
have to plant far more trees to tack-
le the climate emergency, but only
Scotland is currently rising to the
challenge.”

SCOTLAND’S
PLANTING
SUCCESS

TARGET

84%

Confor’s target ‘ambitious but achievable’

Confor has set “ambitious but achievable”
UK targets of 40,000ha of new annual
woodland creation by 2030 as part of its
#ThinkGlobalPlantLocal campaign. The
latest figures show just 13400ha are be-
ing planted. The 40,000 target includes
18,000ha annually in Scotland - a figure
supported by the Scottish Government’s
Cabinet Secretary for Rural Economy, Fer-
gus Ewing MSP.

“Fergus Ewing’s support for our target
is really positive,” said Mr Goodall. “We
look forward to continued constructive
partnership with Scottish Government,
Scottish Forestry and all stakeholders to
keep driving up planting to deliver multiple
benefits, including creating jobs, support-
ing wildlife and tackling climate change.”

12 FORESTRY & TIMBER NEWS « August 2019

Cabinet Secretary for Rural Economy
Secretary Fergus Ewing MSP said: “This is
fantastic news that we’ve smashed the tar-
gets. It is testament to the Scottish Govern-
ment making forestry a priority and invest-
ing and helping growing the industry. The
whole tree planting effort has truly been a

national endeavour with all forestry inter-
ests, both large and small, pulling together.”

The statistics were released the day af-
ter the UK Government signed up to deliver
net zero carbon emissions by 2050. Succes-
sive reports by the Committee on Climate
Change have highlighted planting new for-
ests as crucial in removing atmospheric car-
bon and reaching the net zero position.

Mr Goodall added: “It is also encourag-
ing that the softwood percentage of the
new planting is higher than in the last dec-
ade, as they will be the lifeblood for the
Scottish timber processing industry of the
future and help both Scotland (and the rest
of the UK) to attain future new housing tar-
gets - and deliver many of the wood prod-
ucts we all use.”

CONFOR.ORG.UK
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FOREST
INDUSTRIES
SKILLS SUMMITS
3 & 10 May * Inverness
and SRUC Barony
Skills Action Plan
for Rural Scotland
launched

NORTH-
EAST SCOTLAND
SCOTTISH
FOREST & TIMBER
TECHNOLOGIES
06 March ¢ Inverurie
How the latest
technology is
helping forestry

STRATEGIC
TIMBER
TRANSPORT SCHEME
ASSESSMENT PANEL
29 May * Edinburgh
Advised on what schemes
worth £12m plus should
qualify for £6m
available grant

PLANT

SCOTTISH
WOOoD
PROCESSORS
MEETING
07 May ¢ Stirling
Update on all
harvesting, haulage
and processing
matters

SEPA SECTOR
PLAN FOR
FORESTRY

18 March e Stirling
First meeting to agree
substantial change to
their draft plan before

public consultation

WOODBUILD

SCOTLAND
SCOTTISH
FOREST & TIMBER
TECHNOLOGIES
20 March ¢ Stirling LOWLAND
Forest mapping from DEER NETWORK
the sky and on SCOTLAND
land 03 May * Grangemouth
Colin Shedden (BASC)
and John Bruce elected

AGRICULTURE

HEALTH

FISA SUMMIT
27 March «
Ingliston
te welfare

(o]
f‘ facilities and load
strapping under

& RURAL
DEVELOPMENT
STAKEHOLDER GROUP
12 March ¢ Ingliston
Quarterly meeting of
group that influences
rural policy and
funding

CONFERENCE
28 May - Ingliston
Wide spectrum of

issues covered, wi
sharp focus on
Xylella

as chairman and

, vice-chair
4

MEMBERS
VISIT TO
ELDERSLIE ESTATE
11 April « Houston
Demonstrating how
well Eucalypts
can grow in
Scotland

SOUTH
SCOTLAND
SCOTTISH
FOREST & TIMBER
TECHNOLOGIES
13 March « Lockerbie
Protecting wildlife
in your forest

sharp focus
CONFOR’S

TECHNICAL
COMMITTEE
26 March ¢ Edinburgh
Topical matters
affecting the
membership

TIMBER
TRANSPORT
FORUM
05 April «
Edinburgh
Quarterly forum
meeting

NORTHUMBERLAND
FORESTRY INVESTMENT
ZONE
27 June * AJ Scott Ltd,
Alnwick
al meeting to discuss
e potential for a FIZ in
Northumberland
CONFOR
NURSERY

PRODUCERS GROUP
SUMMER MEETING

12 June * York
Focus on plant health

and resil

nce of supply

to meet increasing

CONFOR

WALES
COMMITTEE
21 May ¢ Chirk

FORESTRY

SKILLS FORUM

targets

ENVIRONMENTAL
LAND MANAGEMENT
SCHEME: FORESTRY

INDUSTRY GROUP

26 June * Bangor
Conference
and expo

6 June * Birming
University
Updating progress
towards the delivery of

CONFOR’S Committee update on
SAFETY, political and policy
TECHNICAL program in Wales
AND COMPLIANCE

30 April « Birmingham
Preparing a position
statement from the

COMMITTEE
25 June ¢ Llandegla Forest ’
Focus on topical matters
affecting Confor
membership

the Forestry Skills

Action Plan

NRW
LIAISON DAY

14 June « Welshpool
Industry update

FOCUS ON
FORESTRY
FIRST
30 May* Rhayader
Delivering training
for a forestry
focused future

on NRW change
program

MARCHES
REGION EVENT:
PRACTICALITIES OF
THE MANAGEMENT OF

EUROPEAN PROTECTED
SPECIES IN A WOODLAND

forestry industry for
Government

FORESTRY AND
CLIMATE CHANGE
WORKING GROUP

17 June + London

Updating progress towards
delivery of the ‘Action plan for
climate change adaptation

of forests, woods and

SITUATION
trees in England’

22 May ¢ Cleobury Mortimer
Woodland, Shropshire
Focus on the recognition of
woodland managers in
creating and maintaining
important habitats

SOUTHEAST
REGION EVENT:
MANAGING MILITARY
TRAINING AND ACCESS
ALONGSIDE ASH
DIE-BACK
1June ¢ Cinque Ports Training Area

ENGLAND
TREE HEALTH
POLICY GROUP

SOUTHWEST
REGION EVENT:
OAK GROWING AND

ADDING VALUE
18 July * Escot Estate,
Ottery St Mary, Devon
Focus on oak from
initial planting to
end use

EVOLVING
THE FOREST
19-21 June * Dartington
Estate, Totnes, Devon
Art-science symposium
discussing our forest
heritage (;

04 July * London
Focus on current
threats, horizon

scanning and risk

UKWAS
STEERING
GROUP MEETING
AND AGM
5 June « London
UKWAS 4 Usability
survey results and
review of Standard
setting Process

ENGLAND
W TREEHEALTH
POLICY GROUP

and Kent Renewable Energy
Focus on how to manage
ash-dieback, Honey Fungus
secondary infection and
markets for ash

04 July * London
Focus on current
threats, horizon

scanning and risk



SHOWS

Thinking global and planting local:
Making it happen at the Royal Welsh

Anthony Geddes, National Manager
for Wales, reports on Confor’s
biggest Royal Welsh yet.

hat a show it has been: a proper
scorcher, but the heat hasn’t put
people off and the Confor tent has

positively bulged with presenters and guests.

Highlights included hosting His Majesty
Prince Charles presenting the Stickmakers’
awards; a sparkling range of young foresters
talking about their journeys into the forestry
profession, and the launch of the Modern Meth-
ods of Construction report by Lesley Griffiths,
Minister for Environment, Energy and Rural Af-
fairs, which highlights the importance of timber
as an industrial material and paves the way for
the Timber Industry Strategy.

Building on success of last year’s larger tent,
we increased the number of events on stand
and enjoyed speakers from all walks of forestry
life, including Mima Letts of Tree Sparks, Pro-
fessor John Healey of Bangor University, Anne
Hughes of Focus on Forestry First, and Andrew
Sowerby MICFor of Prior & Rickett.

At the Contractors Breakfast, Toby Allan of
Say it with Wood, provided us with a thought-
ful and funny toolbox talk on health and well-
being. It gave Anthony Geddes, Confor Na-
tional Manager for Wales the opportunity to
talk to non-members from the contracting in-
dustry about their challenges and opportuni-
ties, and highlight what Confor has been doing
over the last 12 months. Anthony said, "it is a
core part of Confor’s campaigns in Wales to
strengthen its links with forestry and
contracting businesses and we
are looking to run more events
like this throughout the year.”

With both Forestry and
the Royal Welsh Show being
in their 100th year, we took
some time to reflect and dis-
cuss what may be in store for
the next 100. In a series of talks
and Q&A sessions we discussed
topics from climate change to
housing to future forestry careers. At
a centenary event, Minister Lesley Griffiths
made the welcome announcement that the
funding will be doubled for the next round of
the Glastir Woodland Creation scheme, with
£2m available for tree planting from 30 Sep-
tember. Confor members in Wales are encour-
aged to submit expressions of interest.

Ms Griffiths also hosted the Sustainable
Farming Consultation which will guide land

15 FORESTRY & TIMBER NEWS « August 2019

usage and reform post-Brexit. Confor will be
responding to the consultation to ensure that
forestry forms a major part of that future and
we will be encouraging members to engage
too. We will have more news about this through
the autumn.

Andrew Sowerby (Pryor & Rickett), Andrew
Heald (Confor) and Lee Oliver (Deer Initiative)
led our seminar on Farm Forestry with a series
of information-packed presentations rang-
ing from on-farm woodland design to global
climate change and timber demand. With the
thoughtful debate that ensued, discussing is-

sues from tenant farming and forestry to
productive broadleaves, it demon-
strated the relevance of Confor’s
“Think Global Plant Local” cli-
mate change campaign on the
ground for farmers and en-
vironmental campaigners as
well as foresters.

The tent was never quiet
for long, with the children’s
photography awards, trade

stand awards, woodland awards,

a seminar on protected species by

Focus on Forestry First, and the im-

mensely popular John Deere harvester sim-

ulator keeping it busy between Confor’s own
events.

No RWS would happen without the sup-
port of our kind sponsors and this year we are
pleased to thank The Deer Initiative, Eurofor-
est, Focus on Forestry First, John Deere, Pryor
& Rickett and Tilhill. It remains to say, see you at
the Confor Woodland Show ... this September!

Growing future foresters: Gwenllian
Humphreys making a tidy job with
the John Deere harvesting simulator
in the Confor tent.

Inset left: On the hottest day on
record, the Confor team develop
their climate change strategy:
ground temperatures can be over 15
degrees cooler under a tree canopy.

| had an awesome day at the
Royal Welsh Show sharing my
thoughts on the future of forestry
and how to engage the next
generation. Thanks Confor for
inviting me - an amazing session
all round.” Mima Letts, Tree Sparks
Good to hear foresters at Confor
talking about climate change
seriously today. We need to

do our bit and . . . fast. L/ais y
Goedwig

Lots of positive and inspiring
conversations in the Confor

tent about the potential of

trees and timber in climate
change mitigation. Eilidh Forster,
University of Bangor

CONFOR.ORG.UK



PLANT HEALTH

With the increase in findings of
tree related pests and diseases
in the UK members are urged
to remain vigilant. Inspect
your trees, inspect again and
then inspect again. The Forest
Research website is an excellent
resource of insect, pathogen and
mammalian threats.

To report sightings of pests
and diseases, use the TreeAlert
online portal.

Confor welcomes
tighter restrictions
on oak imports

Confor has welcomed strengthened
measures on the import of oak into
the UK that have been introduced
to protect trees from the threat
of Oak processionary moth
(Thaumetopoea processionea).
Caroline Ayre, National
Manager for England, said Confor
had worked closely with the UK
Government and its agencies to
introduce the tighter controls. She
added: “We had already produced
a paper (see FTN web resources)
calling for an immediate ban of
high risk trees. We hope that these
restrictions are not ‘too little too
late’ and ask that industry remains
vigilant. The constant message is
‘inspect, inspect and inspect again.”
The bolstered measures will only
permit imports of certain oak trees,
including:
« those from OPM free countries
« those from designated pest free
areas including Protected Zones
(P2Z) - and areas of the European
Union declared free of OPM
* those that have been grown
under complete physical protection
for their lifetime
This Statutory Instrument (SI)
builds on measures introduced
in August 2018 and applies to all
oak trees, except cork oak, over

Are your Sitka looking poorly?
Green spruce aphid may be
the cause...

The Regional and Conservancy tree health
champions of Scotland met recently and aphid
damage to spruce was one of the topics under
discussion.

The green spruce aphid (Elatobium abietinum)
has been a well-known pest for many years,
traditionally peaking every 5-7 years or so in various
parts of the country. Classically, the aphid feeds on
older needles but what appears to have happened
this year is a high starting population (due to the
very mild winter) which has led to a much higher
than normal flow of ‘feeding toxins’ to extending
shoots, this then killing the new growth and leading
to some very sick looking trees.

Usually, the worst aphid damage is seen on
edge trees and in shelterbelts - and this can give a
false impression about the actual scale of damage
to larger-scale woodland. However, it is yet to be
seen if that classic distribution will apply this year. If
climate change reduces the period between aphid
peaks in particular areas and if the subsequent
damage extends into more than just edge trees,
then Elatobium could well start to impinge far more
significantly on yield.

In view of the above, the spruce aphid is the
subject of FR scrutiny and Elatobium will certainly
be on the agenda of the next meeting of STHAG
(Scottish Tree Health Advisory Group).

Please use the TreeAlert online portal so that the
scale of this year’s problem can be assessed.
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a certain size. This is because
these trees represent the greatest
likelihood of introducing OPM
into the UK PZ, as they are more
susceptible to pest populations and
more difficult to inspect.

The restrictions will cover both
imports from overseas and the
movement of trees from areas
of the country where OPM is
already present - in London and
surrounding counties.

The Deer Initiative
for England and
Wales to close

After 24 years, Deer Initiative Ltd
(DI Ltd), the executive arm of the
Deer Initiative Partnership (DIP)

is to cease operating at the end

of the current financial year 31st
March 2020. The DI was established
in 1995 to deliver the objectives

of the DIP in the form of advice
and guidance and to advocate the
sustainable management of wild
deer. The organisation has worked
with a range of partners across
government, academia and the
private sector to develop a broader
understanding of the need for well
evidenced, effective and humane
deer management. The decision to
cease operations is a result of the
changing operating environment
within the land management and
conservation sector, in part due to
the DI's own success in promoting
the importance of sustainable

and effective deer management.
Diminishing funding opportunities
within the sector have also had

a significant impact on the DI's
ability to operate. David Jam the
Executive Director of DI Ltd said;
“It has been a very difficult decision
but it could be said that we have
been victims of our own success,

a fact borne out by the number of
organisations we first introduced
to the concept of sustainable deer
management who now have their
own inhouse deer management
staff. Our development of the
England and Wales Best Practice
and its widespread adoption
throughout the sector is a credit

to the expertise and knowledge

of the DI staff. The Best Practice
Guidance has undoubtedly led to an
improvement in standards of safety,
humaneness and effectiveness and
helped to narrow the gap between

CONFOR.ORG.UK



of Ips typographus

that are commonly Ash dieback research
confused with those strategy published

of the European .

spruce bark beetle Defra has published th.e Ash
(Dendroctonus Research Strat.eg.y WhIC.h
micans). summarises existing evidence

on ash trees and their key
threats, including ash dieback
and emerald ash borer. In doing

so, the strategy identifies key

Anyone who
suspects a sighting
of the bark beetle

Asian longhorn should report these
b ¢ g via the TreeAlert online research themes for the future.
ee _e portal.
eradicated
in the UK os

The Asian longhorn beetle
(ALB) - an insect which poses
a risk to broadleaved trees such
as oak and silver birch - has
been eradicated in the UK fol-
lowing six years of trapping and
surveillance work by the Animal
and Plant Health Agency and
the Forestry Commission.

The pest was initially discov-
ered in Kent in 2012, most likely
introduced through infested
imported wood packaging
material.

professional and volunteer deer
managers so important to improve
public perception of deer control”.
He added; “it’s been a pleasure

to work with such a professional
and dedicated team and with so
many other like-minded individuals
across the sector” It is anticipated
that the DI Partnership will remain
in existence as a sector forum for
focussed discussion and escalation
of deer related topics.

L LKL KLKKLKLKKKK K

Remain vigilant
against the larger
eight-toothed
spruce bark beetle

Confor continues to work with
Defra to do everything possible to
prevent the spread of the larger
eight-toothed spruce bark beetle
(Ips typographus) that was found
in Kent in 2018 and subsequently
destroyed.

Forest Research continue to ®
heavily monitor the area and an HAM PT N
exclusion zone remains.

With worryingly high
populations of the beetle in Europe
members are urged to remain
vigilant and be aware of the signs

+44 (0) 1933 234070 | sales@hamptonsteel.co.uk | www.hamptonsteel.co.uk
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ODULILalllS
OTEStrY

I el

TRULY
INDEPENDENT

FORESTRY
MANAGEMENT

ACROSS THE UK

Our sole interest is yours,

as a woodland owner

Come and see us at stand J6 at the
Confor Woodland Show or, if you miss us
there, call 01392 877741 to talk through
the tax and financial benefits of forest and
woodland ownership and the rewards our
forestry management can bring to you.

www.fountainsforestry.co.uk

Oy

22-23 August 2019
Elvanfoot ® South Lanarkshire

~ HYDRAULIC PILOT CONTROL

Experience smooth crane control with HYDRAULIC PILOT CONTROL
from LOGLIFT.

Hydraulic Pilot Control (HPC), available on our range of forestry cranes,
helps you work faster, get more done and perform better.

HPC gives you light responsive controls and a smoother crane ride, by
controlling the hydraulic fluid as it passes through the machine.

Enjoy the feeling of featherlight crane steering.

Also on display will be a F118 with HiVision — the augmented reality camera
control system from Hiab that makes it easier, safer and more comfortable
for drivers to operate the crane.

Join us at Forestry Expo Scotland, 22-23 August, and see game-changing
LOGLIFT F118S crane technology for yourself. Unable to make the show? —
contact us on: 01691 626 467 or find out more at hiab.com

Hiab’s ProCare service packages and service network, plus Hiab genuine
parts, ensure that an investment in LOGLIFT will be paid back with an increase
in productivity and lower Total Cost of Ownership — Call 08456 072 797. hiab.com

18 FORESTRY & TIMBER NEWS « August 2019 CONFOR.ORG.UK



PLANT HEALTH

>> Timber plant

passporting update

A meeting of the Timber Plant
Passporting Technical Working Sub-
group was held on 10 July. With

the 14 December 2019 deadline for
arrangements to comply with the
new Plant Health Regulation getting
closer, it is a matter of considerable
practical Importance that we get

a clearer picture of what these

new arrangements will be and
ensure that they are reasonable,
practical and proportionate. The
new requirements will require

Plant Passports for movements of
roundwood of all conifer species
with bark, Sweet chestnut with bark
and Plane with or without bark,
from felling sites to processing sites,
together with bulk movements of
bark.

The existing system for
controlling the exports of conifer
roundwood with bark from the
pest-free area in the west of
Scotland to Northern Ireland

and Eire will continue, but will be
adapted to ensure compliance with
the new Regulation.

Although Plant Passports will
be required for the movement
of sawdust, wood chips and
slabwood, these are considered to
be a lower priority than roundwood
and isolated bark at this time.
The meeting considered the
production of a Plant Passporting
Guide, the updated e-learning
package, provisional registration
and authorisation and feedback
from the Ips typographus plant
passporting trial.

Those responsible for issuing
Plant Passports, (to be known
as Registered and Authorised
Professional Operators), will have to
be registered with and authorised
by the Forestry Commission Plant
Health Service, (the competent
Authority for the UK), and will be
subject to an annual inspection,
for which a fee, (yet to be
determined), will be payable. The
focus of plant passporting will

HAVE
YOUR

UK Squirrel Accord secures SAY

Lords debate

The Earl of Kinnoull, Chair of the UK Squirrel Accord,

has secured a debate in the House of Lords, 05

September 2019, entitled Threats posed by pests and

diseases to native trees in the UK.

© What are your thoughts on the current situation
around tree pests and diseases?

® What questions would you like to see answered in
the debate?

® What changes would you like to see made as a

Contact caroline@confor.org.uk with your thoughts.

primarily be on traceability from
forest to processing site. This
matter continues to be the focus
of Ministerial attention in both
Westminster and Edinburgh.

FTN WEB RESOURCES

@ * Read or download Confor paper Plant Health
and Brexit
 Link to Tree alert portal
www.confor.org.uk/ftnweb

GUERRA FORWARDER TRAILERS

STRENGTH AND POWER INCREASE LOAD CAPACITY

The GUERRA range of trailers offers forest professionals a trailer that makes their work simple, safe and effective. The
differential lock (R12 and R16 series) and full 4-wheel drive system improves traction of the trailer on the ground. The steering
drawbar with 2 powerful cylinders improves the maneuverability and driving. The loading center of gravity is lowered to
improve stability, and challenging working condlitions are improved with high powered disc brakes on all 4 wheels as well as
hydraulic hill descent control. GUERRA trailers ensure maneuverability and traction in all operating conditions and terrain.

01434 230852 | info@forestmachineservices.com | www.forestmachineservices.com

CONFOR.ORG.UK
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Wood Supply Manager

Speyside Renewable Energy, North Scotland

Speyside Renewable Energy Ltd. are looking to
appoint a Wood-fuel Supply Manager to run and
develop the wood fuel supply contracts at the
Combined Heat and Power plant at the Macallan
Distillery near Craigellachie, Speyside.

We are looking for an applicant with relevant
academic qudlifications and / or associated
experience of wood-fuel or commodity trading.

Individuals should be able to demonstrate strong
commercial awareness and have excellent
interpersonal skills. The candidate should be highly
motivated with good organisation, communication
and supervisory skills. They should have competent
IT skills and be able to apply a high level of
professionalism to the position.

The position offers attractive salary and benefits
with the opportunity to grow and develop in an
exciting renewable energy investment.

For more information and to apply please contact:
Annetta Henry at Estover on 07743 757766

or email: annetta.henry@estover.co.uk
Closing date for application: Monday 5th August ‘19

Materials Manager
(Forest Products)
Scotland

Harper Contracts (Insch) Ltd and Wood Recycling (Scotland) Ltd
procure around 200K tonnes of wood products per Annum and
have been recycling wood in Scotland for over 20 years. Our
recycling plant is based near Stirling and we have depots in
Inverness and Aberdeenshire.

We are looking for a Materials Manager with the experience and
motivation to enhance and build on our reputation with existing
clients, as well as someone who has the initiative, professionalism
and enthusiasm to help us expand our customer base.

The successful applicant should be a self-motivated individual who
has the ability to build relationships at all levels whilst working
within an area under the guidance of the Company Director and
Depot Plant Managers.

Individuals should be able to demonstrate strong commercial
awareness, excellent interpersonal skills and should have
experience of working in either a Forestry related or Wood
Recycling role. Excellent organisational and IT skills are desirable,
but above all we are seeking someone with enthusiasm and drive
and who can demonstrate flexibility and adaptability with a strong
“Can Do” approach to a varied workload.

Application to be received no later than the 31st August 2019.

A valid driving license is essential for this role.

A competitive salary is available to the right candidate.

To apply please email a C.V and cover letter to:
info@harpercontracts.com or post to:

Harper Contracts (Insch) Ltd, Unit 3,

North Road Ind Est, Insch, AB52 6XP
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Chief Plant Health Officer, Grade 6

SALARY: £57,525 - £64,779 Ref: IRC238242
DEPARTMENT: Department of Agriculture, Environment & Rural Affairs (DAERA)
LOCATION: Belfast

Further appointments may be made from this competition should NICS positions
become vacant which have similar duties and responsibilities.

The Chief Plant Health Officer (CPHO) position offers a unique and exciting opportunity
to lead the Plant Health Division in the Forest Service agency of the Department of
Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs in Northern Ireland (NI). The successful
candidate will provide leadership and direction within the Agency’s Plant Health
Division, commanding the confidence of Plant Health professionals internationally, in
delivering a well informed strategic policy and regulatory control programme for NI.

On appointment, the CPHO will assume the position of an Executive Director on
the Forest Service Management Board, contributing to the strategic development,
leadership and governance of Forest Service's very diverse land management and
service delivery portfolio.

This post may be filled by secondment of the successful candidate from his/her
current employer.

For more detailed information and to apply, please go to
www.nicsrecruitment.org.uk

Alternatively, an application pack can be requested by contacting:

HRConnect, PO Box 1089, The Metro Building, 6-9 Donegall Square South, Belfast,
BT1 9EW. Telephone: 0800 1 300 330. Email: recruitment@hrconnect.nigov.net

All requests must include your name, address and reference number IRC238242.

Completed application forms must be returned to arrive not later than
12:00 noon (UK time) on Friday 23rd August 2019.

WWW.NICSRECRUITMENT.ORG.UK

The Northern Ireland Civil Service is an
:‘EE: Northern Ireland
%' CIVIL SERVICE

Equal Opportunities Employer.

ALL APPLICATIONS FOR EMPLOYMENT
ARE CONSIDERED STRICTLY ON THE BASIS

k OF MERIT

Realise the potential

of your forest.

www.egger.com/forestry

Whatever your reason for owning a forest — we understand
that you need to make the most of it. That’s why we are here,
to deliver effective management through our experience,
expertise, dedication and knowledge; vital for the long-term
success of your woodland.

Why not call us on T 01434 611038 to discuss your needs.

MORE FROM WOOD. E EGCGLGER

CONFOR.ORG.UK



NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERS

RES top honour for
Duchy of Cornwall
Head Forester

Geraint Richards, head forester for the
Duchy of Cornwall, has been present-
ed with the Royal Forestry Society
(RFS) Gold Medal for distinguished
services to forestry by His Royal High-
ness The Duke of Cornwall.

The Gold Medal is the highest hon-
our awarded by the RFS for services
to forestry and Geraint Richards is
only the 40th person to have been
awarded it since the medal was insti-
tuted in 1960.

Geraint studied Forestry at Bangor
University and worked for four years
for the Forestry Commission in Kent
and East Sussex as a forest officer
before being appointed to his current
post in 1996. As head forester, he is
responsible for the management
of over 2000ha (5000acres) of
trees, woodlands and forests across
the Duchy’s extensive land-holding in
the South-West of England and Her-
efordshire.

BSW donates logs for Glastonbury installation

BSW Group has donated over 2500 logs to
the BEAM installation, a multi-sensory experi-
ence at this year’s Glastonbury Festival which
has been designed by award-winning artist
Wolfgang Buttress.

Buttress is best known for his sculpture in
Kew Gardens, Hive, which won a gold medal at
the 2015 Milan Expo and highlights the impor-
tance of bees in our ecosystem.

Buttress said: “In creating the BEAM instal-
lation we hope to communicate the intrinsic
relationship between bee and human, promot-
ing the vital role that honeybees play in pol-
linating 30% of the food we eat whilst educat-

CONFOR.ORG.UK

ing people on the challenges that bees face in
today’s climate.”

Constructing the impressive structure,
which consists of the inner 12-metre hexagon
and a wider outer diameter of 25 metres, has
been made possible thanks to the large dona-
tion of material from the team at BSW Timber.

Tony Hackney, chief executive at BSW, said:
“We are delighted to be donating the logs,
which were harvested by our sister company
Tilhill Forestry, and to be playing a part in
Wolfgang’s phenomenal vision, BEAM.

“With a business that is, at its very core,
built on nature, we are passionate about the
environment and we strive to communicate
the environmental impact of everyday activi-
ties to our customers and stakeholders alike.

“Involvement in projects such as the BEAM
installation at Glastonbury’s Greenpeace Field
provides us with an opportunity to further
demonstrate our commitment to the environ-
ment. We are grateful to Wolfgang for the
opportunity to both strengthen our company
values and to support such a worthy festival
experience.”

FTN WEB RESOURCES

B Watch the video of the BEAM installation
www.confor.org.uk/ftnweb

PEFC turns 20

2019 is a very special year for

the PEFC family as together they
celebrate their 20th anniversary.

In 1999, European small-forest
owners came together to create

an international forest certification
system that had their needs at heart:
PEFC!

“Having no certification system
suitable for smallholders was a
serious issue back in the 90s,”
said Ben Gunneberg, the CEO of
PEFC International since the very
beginning. “Not only for the many
small-forest owners that could not
benefit from certification, but also
for the world.”

Over the next 18 months,

PEFC will be celebrating their
achievements of caring for forests.
We will interview the leaders of
PEFC for FTN October.
#20yearsofcaring

CONFOR
WELCOMES
NEW MEMBERS

Jemma Bargery, Devon

Edward Baxter, Fife

Mat Box, Devon, Nottinghamshire
David Delve, Somerset

Susie Drew, Hampshire

Rosie Dutson, Cumbria

Thomas Dutson, Cumbria

Joel Gray, Devon

Lachlan MacEwan, Perthshire
Colin Mann, Stirlingshire

Heidi Stevenson, Staffordshire
Robert Stevenson, Staffordshire
Alistair Walton, Cumbria

Robert Whittaker, Berwickshire
Duffy Skylining, Inverness Shire
GR Forestry Consultancy, Angus

Richard White & Co Ltd,
Denbighshire
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MEMBER PROFILE

The converted
farmer

Robert Whittaker comes
from a farming background
and runs a small harvesting

contractor business in the

Scottish borders. Stef Kaiser
meets the entrepreneur to hear
an inspiring account on how farming and
forestry can be part of the same story.

obert is a farmer by training. After leaving

school, he bought his first sheep and de-

cided to study agriculture at the University

of Edinburgh. However, he wasn’t born into

a farm-owning family, although both his
father and his grandfather had, at times, worked in the
sector.

After completing his degree, he got the opportunity
to rent some farmland in the area of Jedburgh, where he
hails from. From his first single sheep, he quickly built
up to a flock of 1200. Money was easy to borrow back
then; he drew up a business plan, and got the backing
of his bank.

Because his family didn’t own a farm, he lacked access
to grants and was therefore a self-funded smallholder
trying to make his farm work without subsidies, a ven-
ture which, in the end, proved to be unsustainable. Sheep
farming just wasn’t economically viable as an activity in
itself.

“We were working silly hours, constantly driving all
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over the place, driving sheep from one place to the next
and not really making any money. At that time, my best
friend from school worked for Euroforest and was look-
ing for additional workers down in the borders. Obvious-
ly, | was looking for extra income, so | ended up working
for his subcontractor Treetop forestry.”

Over the years, Robert started to spend more and
more time working in forestry to make a living, and the
sheep flock was becoming less of a priority. It got to a
point where keeping sheep just didn’t generate enough
returns anymore, the land that they were renting was be-
ing sold, and the decision was made to sell the flock.

“This freed up a lump sum of money and after three
month - just out of off chance - Stuart Booth (from Tree-
top) kindly offered to sell me one of the machines and
work for him as a sub-contractor”, Robert remembers. “I|
was in a good position because | had the capital in place,
and | had guaranteed work. And now | can make a good
living from forestry.”

Robert now has one full-time and one part-time op-
erator working for him. Talking about how he himself
moved into the forestry sector makes me bring up the
hot topic of operator training - a big challenge for many
contracting businesses.

“I was trained on the job, at that time - it was 2006
- we were using a TigerCat and were working on a wind
farm site, | remember. There were a lot of machines
working, so | had a lot of other men around me showing
me how to do the job.”

He is aware that training operators is a tricky issue
these days. His approach to the challenge is quite simple
and his full-time contractor has followed the same path
as himself:

“You sit with them for a couple of days, and show
them the ropes, and let them learn on the job. I've been
very fortunate; the men who work for me were self-start-
ers and had the right work attitude. They were able to
pick up the basics very quickly, making my time invest-
ment in training fairly manageable.

Robert feels priviledged. He is on site all day, work-
ing his two machines with the help of his two staff. He is
able to supervise the work at all times assist his workers
whenever necessary.

“I am aware that some of the bigger contracting busi-
nesses are reliant on the man on the job to do a perfect
job on his own, and they work on a large number of sites
at the same time, and therefore can’t be onsite supervis-
ing operators that might not be experienced yet.”

We talk about planting trees on farms and how this is
being seen from a farmer’s perspective.




“If | was a farmer in the position where | had the mon-
ey, | would be buying land and planting trees on it just
now”, says Robert with confidence. “I would take all the
low grade ground out and just plant it with trees, organ-
ising it in blocks.”

Robert returns to our conversation about the reasons
he moved from farming into forestry. Because he didn’t
own land, he didn’t receive grants and was competing
against people who based their farming business on
subsidies. He feels strongly about the market distortion
caused by an out-of-date grant system. Looking at the
land use sector, he believes that getting rid of subsidies
all together would create a level playing field for all and
would not reward those who have the skill to ‘milk’ the
subsidy system. He even sees the pitfalls of the grant
system within the forestry sector:

“The way grants are allocated to buy machines, for
example, is distorting the market as well. Here in the
Scottish Borders, we don’t get financial support to
purchase our machines. Whereas we know people just
south of the border in England, only 20 or 30 miles away
who get 50% grants on £400,00 machines.

He believes that the grant system is not suitable to

“If  was a farmer in the position
where | had the money, | would
be buying land and planting
trees on it just now”

help people get started in the industry. “We often see
that the people who are getting these subsides for the
machine purchases are already established contractors,
who have the resources and the experience to make the
most out of the public financial support that is available.
It’s not helping to bring new blood into the industry”.

As | keep talking to Robert, | realise how much of a
‘peoples person’ he is. Having worked locally for over 13
years now, him and his business are well embedded in
the local community. His secret of success are the long-
standing and trusting relationships he enjoys not only
with his workers but with people he interacts with across
the supply chain.

“We are so embedded in our community that we ben-
efit from getting all this local work, because we do try and
build that bond with the landowners, agents and other
key people in the supply chain. Obviously, the majority of
what we do is all farm work or state work, we don’t really
do Forestry Commission work, or anything on the larger
scale, we leave that for the bigger contractors.”

Working locally, he enjoys a healthy work-life balance,
spending socialising time with his work colleagues and
returning home to be with his family every evening.

“On our sites, we mostly work in a small team, two
or three of us on one site. We stop every day to have a
meal together and catch up, and usually stay in sight of
each other. That means we don’t face the mental health
challenges that affects some lone machine operators.”
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LETTERS

CONFOR NEWS

A need for market intelligence

Your editorial in the June FTN
invites comment on market
intelligence. May | comment as an
investor in forestry in Britain.

In the 1970s there was a serious
shortage of market intelligence on
which to make a case for investing
in forestry. The situation has not
improved.

My own view is that
government policy on forestry,
including private investment
in forestry should start with an
annual ‘State of Forestry in Britain’
report given by the minister for
the environment based on the

market knowledge of the Forestry
Commission, the co-ordinated
views of the major private
investors in forestry and the views
of the major processors of wood
in Britain including their forecast
of home and export markets

for wood and wood fuel. Such a
report would provide an excellent
basis for the main participants

to be reviewed in FTN. Such a
review should report on actual
performance against targets for
wood harvested and for area
planted.

Ben Porter, Classic Canes

Time for change

After a career in the private forestry
sector of over 40 years, working
across Scotland and northern Eng-
land, a Confor member, and founder
and managing director of Wood-
land Management Services Ltd, |
have seen many changes in the UK
forest industry.

Now with today’s unprecedented
levels of activity, interest and con-
fidence in this industry and with
increasing recognition of the envi-
ronmental benefits of woodlands, |
have decided to plan for retirement,
and offer the business for sale.

Established in 1986, Woodland
Management Services covers all
aspects of private forest manage-
ment from assessment of land and
crops for acquisition, woodland
design, general management, crop
prescriptions, maps, budgets, grant
aid negotiations and a full timber
marketing service including crop
appraisal and valuations.

Success of this business has
resulted from delivering a service
which combines good practical
sylvicultural advice in association
with sound business practice. The
quality and ability of the business is
reflected in many clients with 30+
years’ association.

Woodland Management work is
supported by a full forestry
contracting service carrying out
fencing, ground preparation,
planting and maintenance with a
small direct labour force supported
by seasonal staff and specialist

contractors as required.

These are very exciting times
for the UK forestry industry, with
the importance of our woodlands
becoming a key focus on the public
agenda and a priority for govern-
ment working towards net-zero
carbon emissions”.

With an annual planting target of
10000ha in Scotland, Committee on
Climate Change detailing potential
for UK planting to assist green-
house gas capture targets being
met and the first Forestry Invest-
ment Zone just over the border, this
business is well located to develop
these exciting opportunities.

| am looking for balanced propos-
als which not only reflect the value
of the business but also demonstrate
knowledge, ability and responsibility
for professional business develop-
ment to provide the very best con-
tinued support for clients. Bringing
the business to the open market |
am trying to assist and encourage
interest from new backgrounds to
ensure | find the best possible suc-
cessor for the business.

With a very strong order book
and an extensive client database
and knowledge of forest ownership
and private timber resources, this
is an opportunity to galvanise the
current attractive market conditions
from a highly respected and well
positioned platform.

Finlay Mitchell
Woodland Management Services
is now for sale; see advert on p58
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Molly joins Confor
for work experience

Molly MacColl-Baker spent three days with FTN
editor Stef Kaiser as part of a work-experience
week at her High School. She shadowed Stef in the
office and accompanied her on a field trip to meet
harvesting contractor Robert Whittaker for this
issue’s member profile.

Molly comments:

The field trip to Peebles was overall a very
interesting day. | learnt far more about the forestry
industry, which prior to the investigation | lacked
knowledge of. The day was different to what |
imagined a communications job to look like as |
didn’t imagine it being so practical- meaning that

we would actually go out to the forestry site where
we were shown around the grounds. Carrying

out the task in this way proved to obviously be a
far more efficient and successful way to do the
job as we were able to actually view the grounds
of which those in the forestry sector work on
everyday. It was a very eye-opening experience as
| learnt how a forester’s job is normally carried out
as well as the struggles they face - varying from
financial issues to theft of equipment. | think that
the forestry sector seems like an incredibly labour-
intensive job, with hard work involved. Despite
this, it seems very rewarding and interesting as an
occupation. The job is obviously more enjoyable

if you don’t have to work in isolation for weeks

at a time - which is often the case. If you work

for a company that promotes close relationships
between workers, it surely makes a big positive
difference.

CONFOR.ORG.UK



The Confor Woodland Show,
returning to Longleat on 05/06
September, is for anyone
interested in forestry providing
an excellent opportunity for
those working in the industry

to meet existing and potential
customers. Whether you are

a business or an interested
individual there will be something
for you throughout the two-days:

meet the forestry professionals
representing every sector from nurseries
to processors

see demos and static displays of the latest
forest machinery and equipment

hear what the experts have to say in a lively
programme of seminars and debates, with
the running theme of forests and climate
change

enjoy the superb surroundings of the
Longleat Estate

Confor

Promoting forestry and wood

WOODLAND

SHOW '~
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#TheFuturelsForestry - positive
response to essay and video prize

orestry students and young
Fprofessionals have respond-

ed positively to Confor’s en-
hanced essay and video prize 2019.

Entries are already coming in for
#TheFuturelsForestry competition,
which was launched at a reception
at Westminster in June.

Students from the National
School of Forestry in Cumbria, Scot-
tish School of Forestry in Inverness,
Bangor University and Harper Ad-
ams University - and young profes-
sionals - mingled at the event with
Forestry Minister David Rutley, fel-
low MPs, Tree Champion Sir William
Worsley and Forestry Commission
Chair Sir Harry Studholme.

Lorna Johnson, a Masters stu-
dent from Harper Adams, read from
her winning essay in 2018 and For-
estry Minister David Rutley said the
competition was extremely timely
because “the future of forestry is in-
credibly bright”.

The topic for the 2019 competi-
tion - with prizes of £500, £250 and
£100 for the top three essays and
top three videos - is: How can farm-
ers and landowners be motivated to
plant more trees to deliver a wide
range of benefits, especially miti-
gating climate change?

Minister Rutley said to the young
people at the event: “Your essays
are pivotal to shape our ambition for
the future. They are important as we
need to come up with plans to make
it happen. Climate change demands
it and public interest demands it.”

Stuart Goodall, Confor CEO, said:
“Confor has put a real focus on
forests, wood and climate change
and is urging people to #Think-
GlobalPlantLocal - and the essay
prize is part of that. We are encour-
aging students and young profes-
sionals to think about the future of
the planet - and the profession. We
had a very high standard of entries

last year but we hope to go even
higher for 2019.”

The deadline is 14 October and
anyone aged 30 or under - and stu-
dents of any age - can enter an es-
say of up to 1500 words (plus visual
materials and accompanying text)
and/or a video of 1-2 minutes. Win-
ners will receive their prizes at a
presentation evening at the Houses
of Parliament on 26 November.

The competition is sponsored by
Tilhill Forestry, BSW Timber and For-
estry Commission.

For further information, see the
Confor website or email Eleanor
Harris: eleanor@confor.org.uk

DEADLINE

14 OCT

Forestry students
and young
professionals at
Westminster with
Forestry Minister
David Rutley

MP, Confor CEO
Stuart Goodall,
Tree Champion
Sir William
Worsley, Forestry
Commission
Chair Sir Harry
Studholme,

MPs and

other industry
representatives.

Challenge to improve yield from Scottish seed stock

Forestry and Land Scotland has set
out an Innovation challenge, offer-
ing research and development fund-
ing for ideas to improve yield from
Scottish seed stock, which is open
to individuals, businesses, universi-
ties and stakeholders.

The demand for young trees in
Scotland in 2019 was more than
double what it was a decade ago
- and it will have to double again
within five years if we are to meet
our climate change action plan
commitments.

But growing trees is actually a
tricky business, especially in the ear-
ly stages. Most tree species used in
forestry are ‘masting’ species, pro-
ducing good seed crops in certain
years with low levels or no seed at

all in intervening years.

As much as two-thirds of that
available seed can be lost through
predation, weed competition,
drought or simply a failure to germi-
nate. The Challenge aims to encour-
age the development of low-cost,
non-labour intensive technologies
that will minimise losses and maxim-
ise on the number of saleable seed-
lings of any commercial tree species
grown by FLS.

Applicants can address the is-
sue from any angle, looking at pro-
cessing techniques, seed protection
- before, during and after planting -
or sowing and growing techniques.
Solutions might involve automation,
robotics, imaging technology and
physical or chemical treatments.
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Up to ten successful applicants
will be awarded £3,000 +VAT to de-
velop a comprehensive product de-
sign and development plan, and will
be given support to turn their idea
into a workable, commercially viable
product.

A further £20,000 +VAT will be
made available to the most promis-
ing plans for five months of labora-
tory or workshop testing to create a
prototype, with the top prototypes
then being awarded contracts worth
up to £220,000 +VAT to carry out
field testing for up to three years.

At the end of that period there
will be a commercial tendering op-
portunity where FLS will seek to pur-
chase the solution that best meets
it’'s needs available on the market.

A ‘bidder day’
familiarisation
day will be
held at Newton
Nursery by
Elgin on 12
August 2019.
To book

please contact
Melanie.
Mathiasen@
forestryand
land.gov.scot.
Closing date for
applications is
21 August 2019.

CONFOR.ORG.UK



Mulching mowers
from 10HP-350HP

Tough & versatile

Many attachments
available for every
forestry job

: ﬁugh Tools
for aTough Job.

LAMBERHURST
ENGINEERING

LIMITED

CONFOR.ORG.UK

t: 01892 890364
e: info@lameng.com

Lamberhurst Engineering Ltd
Priory Farm - Parsonage Lane
Lamberhurst - Kent TN3 8DS

www.lameng.com

MARSHALL

AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERING

WestTecH

Quality

Machinery
Speaks For Itself

Eschlbéck BIBER

wood chippers by eschlboeck.at

www.marshalllogging.co.uk

£15 tel: 01892 770788 - mob: 07836 274164
email: sales@marshalllogging.co.uk
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SAMPO ROSENLEW

T: +442838330011 +353 1 9697894
E: info@oakleafforestry.com

35a Derryall Rd, Portadown, Co. Armagh BT62 1PL




TIMBER IN CONSTRUCTION

Speyside sweeps
the board in use
of wood award

ood for Good is the timber industry’s cam-
Wpaign to promote use of wood in design and

construction. A partnership of Confor and
Swedish Wood, Wood for Good delivers a diverse cam-
paign of awards, information and events aimed at archi-
tects, engineers and specifiers.

Together with Scottish Forestry, Wood for Good sup-
ports an annual ‘Best Use of Wood’ award for the Royal
Incorporation of Architects in Scotland. This year’s judg-
ing panel - which included Jon Stevenson, until recently,
marketing director at James Jones & Sons Ltd - had a
difficult task to pick a winner from the many superb ex-
amples of timber in architecture.

There was a clear winner and a ‘highly commended’ -
both happen to be in Speyside.

THE HIGHLY COMMENDED

Cairngorms National Park Authority Headquarters,
Grantown on Spey

Designed by Moxon Architects

The client in this case was Confor member Seafield
Estates. Will Anderson, their Chief Executive, said:

“We are very impressed with what architects Moxon

have achieved with their sympathetic designs. The
juxtaposition of old stone building with a new cross
laminated timber structure is particularly aesthetic, and
the eco friendly aspects of the design, combined with its
energy-efficient elements and CO, saving, make this a
building to be proud of. The building is wrapped in locally
sourced Scotlarch cladding.

As a responsible landlord, the environmental footprint
was a priority for us and, with the family’s long
involvement in forestry, a timber construction seemed the
logical answer. We were also keen to ensure that the local
community benefitted both from retaining Cairngorms
National Park Authority as a business in Grantown and
from the use of a local construction firm AW. Laing who
carried out an excellent and well managed project with
great attention to detail.”

THE WINNER

Macallan New Distillery and Visitors Experience, Speyside

Designed by architects, Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners

The rolling roofscape of this
building echoes the form of the
surrounding hills and serves

to successfully conceal an
exceptionally well resolved and
ingenious fusion of architecture,
whisky technology and impactful
interior settings displaying the
heritage of the Macallan brand. A
processional landscaped walkway
symbolically and physically
connects the 18th century laird’s
house at the heart of the estate
with the new visitor centre. The
internal journey continues under
a warmly lit majestic double

curvature timber gridshell roof.
The combination of atmospheric
lighting with the architectural form
and the intriguing arrangement of
stills and exhibits creates a sense
of drama throughout this hugely
impressive building.

The roof constructed by
Austrian firm WieHag is one of
the most complicated timber
structures in the world, comprising
1800 single beams, 2500 different
roof elements and 380,000
individual components, almost
none of which are equal or the
same.



CONFOR WOODLAND SHOW PREVIEW

A show for
our time

Nick Hoare, Confor Woodland Show
chairman, looks forward to this year’s event
at a time when the importance of the
forestry sector has never been greater

elcome to the Con-
for Woodland Show.
It has been an in-
teresting two years
since the last show. We live in un-
certain times, but the one certainty
is that we need more woodland and
more timber. Look at the key issues
facing our country and the world,
and our forests are set to be a major
part of the solutions. That woodland
is important in the fight against cli-
mate change is hardly news, but it is
easy to forget that carbon seques-
tration is just one aspect. Timber
frame is the easiest way to build su-
per-insulated new homes. Timber is
replacing energy intensive materials
such as steel and concrete in an ev-
er-increasing range of applications.
Biomass is replacing fossil fuels.
Wood and wood fibre-based
products are rapidly replacing plas-
tic, as part of the solution to the plas-
tic problem. Spending time walking
in woodlands has been proven to re-
duce stress and mental health prob-
lems. Cycling, running and walking
in forests fights the obesity crisis.

Well managed woodland supports
much of our most precious wildlife.

While it is nice to feel that we are
part of the solution to global prob-
lems, it is even nicer to know that
forestry and woodlands are a finan-
cially viable and set to become even
more profitable in the future. The
demand for timber will not go away,
recreation and tourism revenues will
continue to grow, government sup-
port is likely to switch from indus-
trial agriculture more environmental
concerns, including woodland.

Here at the show you will find all
the products and services and, most
importantly, the people to enhance
and grow our forests.

Sustainability

Confor has a strong commitment to
reducing the event’s environmental
footprint. We are looking into reduc-
ing the use of paper for advertising,
catalogues and publications distrib-
uted at our tent. For catering, we
are doing our best to avoid the use
of disposable tableware, packaging
and bottled water in the Confor tent.

We would like to encourage

@ visitors to bring their own water bottles and
reusable travel coffee mugs - some will be on sale at

the Confor tent

© exhibitors to identify opportunities to reduce their
resource use and waste generation at their stands

@ visitors to look into car sharing for transport from
railways stations and airport - feel free to use the
Facebook events page to team up for lifts.

If you are an exhibitor and are
taking steps to reduce your environ-
mental footprint at the show, let us
know what you are doing or direct-
ly share it on the Facebook events
page to encourage others!
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Farming will be key focus

Confor welcomes all farmers to the show who would
like advice on what they could be eligible for in terms
of grant support for woodland creation, planning,
layout, species choice and if they already have

woodland, advice on market opportunities and help
to bring timber to market.

There will be a range of exhibitors who will be
able to give professional advice to farmers and
landowners on how they can maximise their business
productivity by adding an additional tax-free asset

CONFOR.ORG.UK



Show facts

www.conforwoodlandshow.org.uk

When:
Thursday 5th September: 9am - 5pm
Friday 6th September: 9am - 4pm

Where:
Longleat Estate, Warminster, Wiltshire

Advance tickets:
Thursday admission: £13
Friday admission: £13
Two Day admission: £20
Students admission: £7
Under 16s: FREE

Gate tickets:
Full per day: £15
Students per
day: £10

Under 16s: FREE

ou

€ r
card at the ticket office to enter.

Our theme this year: Forests,
Wood and Climate Change

Confor has put the issues of

Forests, Wood and

Climate Change at the

centre of its campaigning

work and is calling for the

UK to #ThinkGlobalPlantLocal

and increase forest cover
significantly to make a real difference.

to the farm business. As well as bringing moribund
woodland into management, land that may otherwise
be under-utilised could support a land use that
brings additional benefits including on-farm timber,

shelter for livestock, biodiversity benefits and future
environmental payments for wildlife, carbon and
clean water.

Tilhill Forestry at stand B8 is a good information
hub to get started.

Schools - inspire the
next generation

What better place than the Confor Woodland Show to
introduce children to our industry, with you, the
professionals, showing them what happens in a
modern working forest and bringing it all to life.
Those who have volunteered at APF in the past can,

| am sure, vouch for the enjoyable time they had, as
well as answering those tricky questions!

This is the first time schools have been at the
show and we have two local primary schools booked
across both days. Each group will be accompanied
by a teacher/ adult who is entirely responsible for the
children. We are looking for volunteers to accompany
each group to explain and interpret what the group
is seeing at each stop. There will also be learning
resources from the Forestry England Rangers for
schools to take back to the classroom.

The tours are likely to take 1-2 hours to complete
and generally leave between 9.30am and 10.30am.
More information on briefing times, suggested routes,
an introductory talk to each group / school on forestry

and what to expect on the tour, as well as some

health and safety issues to bear in mind, will all

be dealt with in the run up to the date.

Don’t forget that Confor members get free

entry into the Confor Woodland Show on production

of your current membership card. If you need a ticket

however please let me know and | can arrange free tickets
for volunteers.

If you are interested in volunteering to take a group
around the show please email fiona@confor.org.uk.

If you know of anyone else who iscoming to the show
please pass this on to them as a prospective volunteer.

Volunteers at the gate

Ensuring the event is a success is reliant on the hard work of the
committee and a core of volunteers and helpers. The gate will, as in
previous years, be manned by volunteers. We need as many people as
possible to kindly give one to two hours of their time to welcome guests
to the show and help with ticketing. If you are attending the show and
feel that you are able to spare some time we would like to hear from you.
Gate duty is required daily from 08.30 to 16.30; the busiest time is 09.00
to 13.00. Also if you have colleagues who would be able to help do ask
them to contact us.

If you can help please contact Steve Russell with your preferred
times by telephone on 01380 831162 or email at steve@
woodlandcountrysidemanagement.com

Spread the word!

Please spread the word via social media
and visit our Facebook page.

Thanks to our sponsors



See us at

EST. @ 2007

sarbus

INTERNATIONAL LIMITED

Stand E1

Blade for Infusion in Trees

Loxston Groundcare Ltd are
the sole UK distributer for
Irus mowing machinery

The Irus range of remote controlled mowers are designed for mowing

Sorbus are the exclusive UK distributor
of the BITE System.

Blade for infusion in trees

and maintenance of precipitous slopes, parks, roadside verges and
railway embankments offering reduced risk of injury to operators. Irus
remote control mowers will go where standard walk behind or ride
on mowers cannot go safely being able to run on slopes of up to 50°.

Radio control ranges of up to 300m ensure that operators are always
out of harm’s way.

We will be able to supply new machinery, attachments and spare parts.

L =22 LASER GEO /ECII-D

Unbeatable specification for a hand held measurement device
Affordable & accurate height & distance measurement

To make an enquiry please call us on
01460 242562 or email us info@loxston.co.uk
www.irus-mowers.co.uk

We offer Biosecurity kits.
Simple biosecurity measures

help limit the spread of tree
pests and diseases.

—

= UK woodland creation for
‘ business carbon footprints

ALk

BIOSECURITY KIT
AVAILABLE AT

SORBUS We've been working with forward thinking

businesses to create Woodland Carbon
Code certified UK woodlands for carbon
capture, society and nature since 2006.

m DPII CALLIPERS Together we’re up to 8 million trees at 150

sites around the UK.

If your woodland creation project is in need
of critical additional funding, or you just
want to learn more, come and see us at the
Show or get in touch.

f v www.forestcarbon.co.uk
Confor Woodland Show Stand C11

01373 475540 WWW.SORBUS—INTL(O.UK'b
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CONFOR WOODLAND SHOW PREVIEW

Seminars in the Confor tent

There is a packed programme
of talks and topical seminars
throughout the two-days of
the show that explore the show
theme of Forests, Wood and
Climate Change.

Confor is planning two
breakfast seminars. On
Thursday morning we will be
discussing mitigation and how
we will meet woodland creation
targets. On Friday morning we
will be discussing adaptation
and how we can change our
woodlands for a changing
climate.

Come along and put your
questions to our two panels of
professionals.

With thanks to our
breakfast sponsor:

CONFOR.ORG.UK

Thursday, 05 September

9.00 - 10.00 Breakfast - sponsored by Abbey Forestry

10.00 - 11.30 Woodland expansion, a solution for the See below
climate emergency: Panel session

12.00 -13.00  Confor southwest region AGM

13.00 -13.30  Uses for UAVs in woodland and Barle Valley Forestry
land management

13.30 - 14.30 Current and future incentives including Forestry Commission
the Woodland Carbon Guarantee Fund

14.30 - 16.00  The Forestry Industry Safety Accord AGM, FISA

landowner and agent update

Woodland expansion, a solution for the climate emergency - speakers:
David Rutley MP

Sir William Worsley: Defra Tree Champion

Eleanor Harris: Confor

Friends of the Earth (speaker TBC)

Matt Taylor: Country Land and Business Association

Paul Nolan: Mersey Forest and the Northern Forest

Friday, 06 September

9.00 - 10.00 Breakfast

10.00 - 11.30 Changing woodlands for a changing See below
climate: Panel session

11.30 - 12.30 The Climate Change Action Plan The Forestry Climate Change
meeting our targets Working Group

13.00 - 14.00 Living with ash dieback: how do we Forestry Commission
manage and adapt: Panel session

14.00 - 15.00  Woodfuel and the Clean Air Strategy Woodsure

Changing woodland for a changing climate - speakers:

James Hepburn Scott: Forest Carbon

John Weir: Forestry Commission

Bryan Elliott: Eucalyptus Renewables Limited

Amanda Calvert: Smallwoods Association

Sue Davies: University of Edinburgh

Alice Snowden: Cheviot Trees

Biographies for all speakers will be available on www.conforwoodlandshow.org.uk

If you want to secure a place for a seminar, please visit the seminars section on the show

website or contact Stefanie.kaiser@confor.org.uk
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Packed schedule of events at Forestry Workers Zone

On both days, the Forestry Workers Zone offers a great selection of micro-workshops,
drop-in clinics and demonstrations. Check for timings of demonstrations on the day.

Live demonstrations Drop in advice clinics 20-minute micro courses
Chainsaw maintenance and advice, FMO records of registration (MWMAC) 09:30/13:30 Wellbeing, climate
Dave Rosseney (Esus Forestry) Supervision and consolidation of new change and forestry (Toby Allen)
Hydraulic component strip down, chainsaw users in line with FISA 805 10:30/12:30 / 15:30 EPS management
maintenance and advice, (Steven Wills (MWMACQC) walk (Martin Hayles)
FMS) Forestry Apprenticeships, Skills and 11:30/1430 Pricing work by breaking
Ergonomic tree planting (MWMAC) CPD (Steve Fowkes, Forestry England) down the processes (Mike Crutchley)
John Deere harvester simulator MySafety phone app (Stephen Bartlett)

In addition to the programme of talks and seminars there
will be an exciting programme of practical demonstrations.
Demonstrating at the show this year will be:

Archery

Ballands Bowmen Woodland arena

Chainsaw carvers
Featuring Danny Thomas,
Harry Thomas, Woody
Parkes, David Flemons and
Will Lee. Find them in the
woodlands in the chainsaw
carving area

Horse logging
British Horse Loggers
& Swainsford Heavy Horses

Watch the UK loggers select their team
for World Championship

The UK Loggers will be holding the team selection
for the UK Team to represent the UK at the World
Logging Championship in Serbia in 2020. Six
professionals and two U24’s will be battling it out to
become the final three professionals and one U24 to
form our team. This approach is designed to select
those competitors that consistently perform at the
highest level. Competition is intense.

Over the two show days they will compete not
once but twice with the highest aggregate scores
selecting the team. Visitors will be able to watch the
competition and cheer on their favourite.

The competitors to compete at the CWS have been
selected at the annual UK Championship held this year
at Newton Rigg College, Penrith Cumbria on the 17
and 18 July 2019. So not only is the UK championship
up for grabs at Newton Rigg but also the opportunity
to be team member and compete against the best in
the world.
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Loaded
with benefits.

Discover how the all-new
Isuzu Grafter Green can
work for your business.

Isuzu Grafter Green.
A proper little grafter.

graftergreen.co.uk/arborist



Caledonian Forestry
Services Lid

FOR QUALITY FORESTRY MACHINERY

West Third, Tullibardine, Auchterarder PH3 1NJ
T: 01764 663798 E: sales.cfs@hotmail.com



CONFOR WOODLAND SHOW PREVIEW

With over 150 exhibitors expected at the two-day show,
every sector of the industry is represented... from nursery
to processing, from machinery and arb supplies to
management advisors and cutting edge new technology...

Fuelwood (Warwick) Ltd
Stand S1-5

Meet the new JAPA
365 14-inch firewood
processor

The brand new JAPA 365 - 14 inch
firewood processor is now available
in the UK through Fuelwood.
Available with tractor PTO, 3-phase
electric, dual-powered, or Honda
petrol engine powertrains, in
3-point link, static or road-towable
variants, there is an option to suit all
requirements. The .325” chainsaw
on 15” bar makes quick work of
cutting timber and splitting is
effortless through 2, 4, 6 or 8 way
splitting knives. The machine is
controlled effortlessly via hydraulic
joysticks, controlling feeding of the
timber, cutting, positioning of the
splitting knife and timber deck/log

lift controls. The conveyor can also
be slewed round into 5 positions
enabling multi bag filling and/or
uniform loading of trailers.

This all new, cost effective, and
hugely productive machine fits
neatly into the rest of the Japa
range as their mid-size processor.
The machine will be demoed at
the Firewood stand at the Confor
Woodland Show.

To see the whole range of machines
visit: www.fuelwood.co.uk

Artio Geomatics
Stand V6

Drones demo

Artio Geomatics will be
demonstrating the use of drones
and their applications for forestry;
visit them at their stand for more
information.

JAPA 365
firewood
processor

Tilhill Forestry
Stand B8

Forest management
information hub

Tilhill Forestry’s stand is a hub

of information for woodland
owners, landowners, farmers

and local authorities. Featuring
information on available grants
such as Countryside Stewardship
(CS) with grants available under
Woodland Improvement (WD2)

to bring unmanaged woodlands
back into management, Woodland
Management Plans and the
Woodland Carbon Fund. Pests and
diseases are a constant threat to
our woodlands and countryside,
currently we see a focus on Ash
Dieback management and the
associated professional services
we offer including tree surveys,
safety assessments together with
harvesting & marketing of produce
and then replacement planting with
a diverse and resilient restocking.

Artio
Geomatics

will be
demonstrating
how drones
can be used in
forestry. See
stand V6

>>

Up to 14” capacity
Huge productivity

Finance available

FTN5-17

CONFOR.ORG.UK

Circular saw & chainsaw processors
6”, 8” & 10” length kindling options

Designs specifically for processing UK timber

Fuelwood (Warwick) Ltd

See us at

Stands S1, S2,
S3, S4, S5

www.fuelwood.co.uk

Kindling & Firewood Processors

t: 01926 484673
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WOOD-MIZER UK
Hopfield Barn, Kenward Road,
Yalding, Kent,

ME18 6JP
Phone: 01622 813201 | info@woodmizer.co.uk

www.woodmizer.co.uk

' COME and SEE in ACTION!

LTE a Mobile Sawmill

VERSATILE AND RELIABLE
WOOD PROCESSING
FOR SMALL BUSINESS

LT20MG255DH3-2.2
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Eucalyptus Renewables Ltd
Stand C8

Farm diversification

Short rotation wood supply chains
are critical to meeting the existing
and forecasted shortfall in supply
of roundwood by all timber users
in UK. The extensive development
of combined heat and power
plants throughout UK over the next
ten years will further exacerbate
the current shortage of available
roundwood. Rural land use models
will have to become more targeted
on their outcomes, whether it be for
commercial productive purposes
or meeting biodiversity natural
resource protection objectives.

The use of Eucalyptus trees to
produce maximum wood cellulose
on the shortest possible productive
rotation is both economically viable
and sustainable. The yield on some
of these plantations is world class
in the region of 40m?3 per year per
hectare. This equates to around

one and a half truck loads of timber
per hectare per year. Production
thinning could start at four years of
age and clearfell operations at ten
years of age will produce 400m3
per hectare. Short rotation timber
production plantations are another
crop and will start to generate an
economic return from four years

of age. Mixing biodiversity and
productive outcomes is a sign of
robust land use with benefits key to
a thriving rural sector.
www.devonforestryconsultants.co.uk
bryan@devonforestryconsultants.
co.uk

Cromers Wood,
Kent, 29 yr.old
Eucalyptus
nitens, 7.5m3
each, June 2018

Forest Workers Zone
Stand W228

Chainsaw hold out
competition

The Forest Worker Zone returns
with its fun chainsaw hold out
competition, with great prizes
to be won.

RFS
Stand B8

Worried about Ash
Dieback?

In partnership with Forestry
Commission we have published ten
Ash Dieback case studies, helping
to share experiences around the
country. Find them on our stand at
the show or on our website www.
rfs.org.uk by following the About/
publications links

ACCESS,
PERFORMANCE,
CAPABILITY

The compact Predator 56RX

stump grinder has it all. With a rear
hydraulic PTO for attachments,
quickly transform the machine into
a narrow access powerpack for site
clearance. Attachments include
forestry mulcher, winch and turf flail.

v Radio control

v 56 horsepower diesel turbo

v 31 inches wide

v Dozer blade/tow bar as standard

CONFOR.ORG.UK

01189 404 739

WWW.PREDATOR-MFG.COM
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- High quality arboriculture & chainsaw related training
- Forestry/Arb focused Emergency First Aid at Work +F
+ Specialist utility arb training

- Industry recognised qualifications

« Training for both individuals and organisations

- Tree surgeon fast track courses

See us at

Stand W30

Hi-Tech Tree Investigation Suppliers & Trainers

Importers for Fakopp and Others

SUPPLY -TRAINING - SUPPORT

Contact lan Barnes

lagnostics

® Dynaroot — Root Stability

® Static Wind Load “Tree Pulling’

® ArborElectro Impedance Tomograph
® Arborsonic 3D Tomograph

® Sumo Rugged Tablets

® Arb-Ex — Air Excavator

Investigation Service Available

Il 01423 323851 & 07831 530563

www.treediagnostics.co.uk

T: 02890 342838 E: sales@mlarge.com www.mlarge.com

HAKKIP I LK E

BMF

See us at

Stand L3

Follow us on: 00@
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SCOTLAND’S FINEST WOOD AWARDS

Woods honoured in
annual ‘Tree Oscars’

large public  woodland

steeped in forestry history,

two innovative young croft-
ers, and a nursery where children
can spend their session in the woods
were among the prize-winners at
Scotland’s annual ‘Tree Oscars’.

Scotland’s Finest Woods Awards
2019 presented a special Centenary
Award to mark 100 years since the
1919 Forestry Act, which went to
Fort Augustus Woodlands - the first
site acquired by the Forestry Com-
mission in Scotland after the Act.

Judges said: “Covering almost
10,000ha, these woods are steeped
in the history of 20th century for-
estry, up to the present day. Evident
within the forest area is the full spec-
trum of challenges faced by forest
managers over the last 100 years,
along with their efforts, responses
and initiatives to overcome those
challenges.”

Another new award for the 2019
was the Farm Woodland Award for
Young People, won by Lynn Cassells
and Sandra Baer for Lynbreck Croft,
near Grantown on Spey.

Judges said they had made an
impressive impact in a few short
years on an abandoned croft, using
the woodlands as shelter for live-
stock and fuel for the croft.

Lynn Cassells said: “We have tried
to achieve full integration of the trees
and woodland into the croft business.
They are a valuable asset in terms of

THE AWARDS IN FULL

shelter for animals and fuel for us - as
well as everything they do for biodi-
versity and soaking up carbon. That
three-legged stool of sustainability is
at the heart of everything we are try-
ing to do in our community.”

Earthtime Forest School Nursery
in Duffus, Moray, was presented with
the Schools Award by First Minister
Nicola Sturgeon at a ceremony at
the Royal Highland Show. Judges
were impressed by the “huge en-
thusiasm” of staff and co-operation
with the landowner [Duffus Estate]
to create a forest kindergarten in a
previously unused areas of wood-
land. They added: “The aim is to en-
sure children are allowed to spend
their whole nursery session in the
woodlands, providing unlimited, un-
interrupted play and learning oppor-
tunities in nature.”

The Centenary Award was a
hard-fought category, with the pub-
lic forest estate, community woods
and private sector all honoured.
Abriachan Forest Trust, a 540ha
community forest by Loch Ness, was
highly commended as “a pathfinder
for communities in Scotland wishing
to get involved in woodland owner-
ship and management”.

Fergus Ewing, MSP for Inverness
and Nairn and Cabinet Secretary
for Rural Economy, who presented
the awards, said: “This is a huge
year for forestry in Scotland, with
full devolution and the smashing of

From top:

Children in the
outdoor nursery
at Earthtime
Forest School
Nursery, Duffus

Lynn Cassells
(sitting) and
Sandra Baer at
Lynbreck Croft

Looking towards
Fort Augustus
Woodlands

our ambitious planting targets. We
are achieving on both quantity and
quality as these annual Awards so
clearly demonstrate.”
www.sfwa.co.uk

Schools Award

Winner: Earthtime Forest School Nursery, Duffus,

Moray

Quality Timber Awards
New Commercial Woods

Winner: Mervyn Harrison, Beirhope, near Hownam,

Lilburn Trophy for all farm or croft woodland
Winner: John Drysdale farmer & Kieran Kelly, forestry
managet, Kilrie Farm, Kirkcaldy, Fife.

Runner-up.: Levenmouth Academy, Buckhaven, Fife.

Community Woodlands

Large Community Woodland

Winner: Gifford Community Woodland, East Lothian.
Highly Commended: Beechbrae Wood, Blackridge,
West Lothian.

Small Community Woodland Group

Winner: Michaelswood Public Amenity, Aith, Shetland
[and overall winner of the Community Woodland
Award and Tim Stead Trophy]

Highly Commended: Doune Ponds, from Perthshire.

New Native Woods

Jahama Highland Estates, for Kinlochleven Native
Woodland, Lochaber (managed by Bidwells).

Kelso, Scottish Borders (managed by Tilhill Forestry)
Commended: K & J Walker for Whitehillshiel Forest,
Hawick (managed by Scottish Woodlands Ltd).
Small Wood, Compartment or

Single Stand of Trees

David Shepherd & Annie Griffiths for Craggach
Woods, Kirkhill, near Inverness

Whole Forest or Estate

James Evan Baillie for Darroch Wood, Scaniport
Estate on the banks of the river Ness, south of
Inverness (managed by Bowlts Chartered Surveyors).

Farm Woodland Awards

Scottish Woodlands Ltd Trophy for Young People
Lynn Cassells and Sandra Baer, Lynbreck Croft,
Grantown on Spey.

Highly Commended: Peter Gascoigne, Gascoigne
Farm Ltd., Broughton, Peeblesshire.

Commended: W Shanks, Kerslochmuir, Dalry, Ayrshire
(managed by Scottish Woodlands) and John
MacLean, Lagandorain, Isle of lona.

1919 Forestry Act Centenary Award

Winner: Fort Augustus Woodlands managed by
Forestry and Land Scotland.

Highly Commended: Abriachan Forest Trust, Loch
Ness-side, Inverness-shire

Commended: Bagold Ltd, Minto Woodland, Denholm,
Hawick (managed by Tilhill Forestry) and Llanarth
Estate for Kirkennan Woodland, by Palnackie,
Dalbeattie, Dumfries & Galloway (managed by
Scottish Woodlands Ltd)



CONFERENCE

Evolving the forest

On 19-21 June, at an international gathering organised by the RFS, Timber Strategies, and
art.earth, creative thinkers and doers explored the forest and how we live with trees.

nique in its approach, the organisers managed

to create a well-balanced audience made up

of not only woodland enthusiasts, conserva-

tionists and artists, but also professional for-
esters, scientists and wood users.

The programme was an eclectic mix of traditional
seminars and panel discussions, artist exhibitions and
interventions, practical workshops, forestry tours and
woodland-themed art performances, all exploring the
importance of forests for people, our environment and
our economy.

The event was held at the beautiful Dartington Hall in
Devon, an estate known for its commitment and dedi-
cation to experimental land use and the arts. Despite a
location and programme that would naturally attract
a creative and environmentally-minded audience, the
organisers managed to communicate a holistic vision of
UK forestry - which assumes a productive element of
woodlands - and make it the starting point for discus-
sions and creative work at the symposium.

The non-judgemental event atmosphere created a
space where the foresters among the speakers and fa-

Reflecting on 100
years of forestry

In the context of the centenary of the Forestry Act, a
diverse group of experts and thinkers - among them
a conservationist, a forester, a wood user and a land
agent - were challenged to present their vision and
speculate about the role of forests and forestry over
the next decades.

cilitators could communicate their messages of modern
productive forestry in a non-apologetic way and discuss
it with audience groups more aligned with conservation-
ist ideals. This led to some interesting exchanges be-
tween a wide range of very different kinds of people,
connected by their common interest in creating the best

woodlands for the future.

Confor’s Andrew Heald talked about forest planta-
tions as part of an integrated approach to global sus-
tainability, and his messages were received very posi-
tively, with no negative comments from the floor.

The receptiveness of the audience could have been
further taken advantage of by bringing in additional
representatives from the softwood sector and from the

political arena.

In conclusion, Evolving the Forest by all means cre-
ated an exciting platform allowing new ideas to emerge
at the intersection of art, science and business. The com-
mercial forestry sector has not been known for com-
municating with confidence to external audience, and
therefore, symposiums such as the Dartington event
should be encouraged as much as possible.

How can a future landscape
support our peope and the
materials we need while at the
same time provide ecosystem
services and offer a habitat for
biodiversity? There is no sense in
recreating a landscape of the past
that served a society and its need
at a different time.

Gabriel Hemery

Sylva Foundation

Foresters are being reclaimed as
something very positive, something
to be proud of. As part of my land
management, | need to produce
timber in order to avoid sucking
resources from other parts of the
planet.

Sir Harry Studholme

Forestry Commission

For all your Forestry and Arboricultural needs

Come and see us at Confor, stands F1
& F2, for extra special show deals on
machines, PPE and all other equipment!

01962 857951

sales@forestandarb.com
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Every piece of land is precious. we | envision that trees are going to
need to assess what we need and be owned by a much larger basis
contrast it with where the land is of people and the public will be
and what the conditions are. We more aware of and connected to
want to plant what is appropriate in forests.

a specific place to get the vest vale Beccy Speight, former CEO

for the overall ecosystem. Woodland Trust (now RSPB)
Piers Taylor

Invisible Studio Architects
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See us at

Protect yourself

your machinery and the environment
in one easy change

Stands T3, T4

= Wood chippers

= Wood chipper
combinations

= Stumpgrinders

=\Woodgrapples,
cutters & saws

Aspen is the fuel of choice for
1000’s of arhorists across Europe.
Are you one of them?

07977 098432 | 07813 110886
mark.jibson@sky.com

Visit our LONZA
webinar —

event at Wood Protection

REAL WORLD
THINKING.

REAL WORLD
https://youtu.be/G9RIuwILtCo PER FO RMAN C E.

Tanasote

— Hot Copper Oil alternative to traditional Creosote
treatments

— Innovative organic co-biocide protecting against
copper tolerant fungi

— Designed to provide an extended service life
protection against decay and insect attack -
40 years for poles and 30 years for sleepers

— Designed to protect heavy duty, high performance
timbers - telecommunication and electricity poles,
rail track timbers, industrial fencing

Use wood preservatives safely. Always read the label and product information before use.
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Taking the long view

Francis Fulford reflects opportunities
won and lost

he First World War was a ‘timber war’; every-

thing that moved and flew was made of wood

and the power which drove industry came from

coal which had an insatiable thirst for pit props.
Like every estate in the land ours was ‘raped and pil-
laged’ to supply this demand. Sadly, my grandfather
failed to replant after the war because, as my father
wrote: ‘between the wars forestry was not considered
an economic proposition ....it was easier to buy foreign
timber fit for building as it was cheaper.”

When my father came back from World War Il he was
inspired by the profits being reaped by estates which
had replanted. To give you an idea, a friend of his bought
a rundown farm on Exmoor and paid for it by selling the
hedge row timber! My father then became an enthusi-
astic forester as did many of his friends; between 1948
and 1968 all over the land woods which had gone to pot
like ours were replanted mainly with coniferous trees. Of
course mistakes were made. My father initially planted
Scots pine mixed in with beech as Scots pine was then
the most valuable soft wood timber. However, wisely ad-
vised by a forestry great, Brian Howell the founder of
Fountain Forestry, he also fortunately planted Douglas
fir, although the species wasn’t a fashionable timber
then among saw millers!

Of course, landowners like my father had the pros-
pect of a pot of gold before their eyes. The predeces-
sor of Confor -The Timber Growers Organisation - used

CONFOR.ORG.UK

to produce a brilliant annual booklet called Mensura-
tion Marketing and Costs. The 1974 edition states, for
example, that for standing coniferous timber in excess
of 0.424m?3 per tree the average price was £11.50 (£160
at today’s prices) per cubic metre. It had doubled from
its previous year average of £5.48/m3 Wow! No won-
der people like my father and his friends were convinced
that in forestry they had found the solution to the surviv-
al of their estates. With a friendly taxation regime they
had now a chance to ‘lay down’ untaxed riches for their
sons to use on such essentials such as paying Death Du-
ties and school fees without selling land to do so.

Such boom prices did not last of course. The 30-odd
years between Nigel Lawson’s budget which altered the
forestry tax regime and 2016 were a deeply depressing
time for committed foresters like me. How many times
did | hear fellow landowners, whose father’s had been
mustard keen on their woods repeat what had become
a mantra, “there is no money in trees”. Things thankfully
are different now. The biomass market has given us the
most important incentive yet to manage our woods,
a profitable market for rubbish timber, while exciting
developments in timber engineering promise to take
wood and wood products into areas our fathers never
dreamed of.

Forests are the ultimate long-term investment. | am
fond of saying that when | cut down an oak tree | know
it was planted by my ancestor around 1820 to be even-
tually used to help build a ship to fight the French and
that now ships are made of steel and the French are a
protected species and my oak probably goes to make a

Above: Land
girls operating
portable

Liner saw at
Rendlesham
Forest, Suffolk

= 1945 (Courtesy
Forestry
Commission)

>>
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THE FORESTRY CENTURY
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kitchen. It is a similar story with other species. After the
Great War a landowner was pondering over what to re-
plant in his devastated woods when a friend said “Plant
ash”. “Why?” asked the landowner. “Because aeroplanes
are the future. Five years ago aeroplanes could only just
get across the channel now they can fly across the Atlan-
tic. Aeroplanes are the future and what are aeroplanes
made of - ash.” Inspired, the landowner duly planted up
his woodlands with ash only to find that within a very
short time aeroplanes were all being made of aluminium
and now | daresay his descendant is heartily cursing him
as he looks at those ash woods now being devastated by
Chalara, courtesy of Dutch nurseries.

My woods are littered with such mistake as my father
was a sucker for every new ‘wonder species’ idea. So, we
have small plots of southern beech, poplar, western hem-
lock and now finally fashionable and in demand, western
red cedar. In my turn, | have planted European walnut,
black walnut and hybrid walnut on the principle that if
you are going to plant a tree why not plant one which
may end up being valuable rather than something which
will probably end up being firewood. | am though not
sure about the hybrid walnut, it grows straight, but so do
Turkey oak and | have a lot of magnificent 200-year old
Turkey oaks which, if only they were English oak would
be worth several thousand pounds a tree. | suspect they
were a ‘wonder tree 'once and are now beautiful to look
at but only good for biomass.

So what other species am | thinking of planting to
add to the diversity of woods? Well, West coast red
wood Semper virens is tempting me. It grows fast, looks
magnificent, lives forever so even if, like my Turkey oak,
they end up, for some reason, valueless they will still give
pleasure to future generations. Next year | am going to
plant a few and as | stand back and admire my handi-
work | will say to myself: “In 20 years these tree will look
pretty good”. Then | will remember that in 20 years | will
be 86! But that is the joy of forestry and planting trees -
it is the only occupation which makes you look forward
to getting old.

A working horse
at Eggesford
Forest - 1919
(Courtesy
Forestry
Commission)

Eccostove.com

Alternative Woodfired Heating

* Heat from as little as a single room or your whole
home.*

* No radiators or electrical connection required.

* Upto 12 hours of heat from just 7kg of logs.

* Surpasses the 2022 emission & particulate
requirements.

* Scrappage scheme available for old stoves.

sales@eccostove.com | +44 (0) 1527 857814

*Subject to sitelsurveyby EccoiStove Ltd
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» All aspects of woodland
management and design

» Woodland creation,
establishment and
maintenance

» Timber harvesting and
marketing

» Arboricultural surveys
and assessments

Contact us today:
01386 554 027

office@abbeyforestry.co.uk
www.abbeyforestry.co.uk
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at the Confor Woodland Show 2019: stand W7-W8

TFS2-180 TFK-180, TFZ-225 TFT-250

mulcher TFK-200 mulcher mulcher

c/w fixed mulcher c/w hydraulic c¢/w hydraulic

push frame ¢/w hydraulic push frame & push frame &
push frame turbo clutches turbo clutches

s

: N - I | 4% ,‘ *| Transmission system
TMC CANCELA forestry machines are specially ¥ #&) e, - fy | with TURBO CLUTCHES |

to ensure tractor el {o
| overload protection

designed for mulching branches and low trees,
including remaining stumps after felling trees;
producing a very high degree of mulching, often
to sawdust.

: ' Engineered with high
A specification build quality,
\ utilising high strength

steel and incorporating cutting edge technology
to produce patented, long lasting, replaceable
hammers with carbide tips.

WIRELESS remote control
supplied as standard with all
winches to ensure ultimate
operator SAFETY!

N

nSEPPIM

Geared cable winches [

Rugged 3-point linkage mounted
winches manufactured in Germany
with wireless remote control. HIGH PERFORMANCE TUNGSTEN PARTS

SPALDINGS T 01522507100 [fmmes

_ _ _ _ Email: forestry@spaldings.co.uk
Spaldings parts are designed and manufactured for Spaldings to exacting quality standards . i ST;HL
and are supplied to fit machines indicated and are not sold as genuine parts. Visit: www.spaldlngs.co.uk/forestry




MARKETS

Market feels effects
of global events

TIMBER AUCTIONS
MARKET REPORT
Oliver Combe
Timber Auctions

Domestic market

The domestic market continues to be sig-
nificantly influenced by events elsewhere
in the world. The global slowdown has led
to large volumes of Swedish and Baltic
timber being dumped into the UK at the
same time as Central European producers
(Austria, Germany, Czech Republic, Slova-
kia, Hungary and Romania) have increased
deliveries to the UK. The net result has
been a flood of imported carcassing tim-
ber into the UK which has put the domes-
tic producers under significant price and
volume pressure as they fight to defend
market share in a slow market.

In the first three months of 2019, these
problems were compounded by the pound
strengthening on the back of optimism
that Theresa May’s Brexit deal might be
accepted. Following Mrs May’s resignation,
Boris Johnson becoming Prime Minister
and the Labour Party going into self de-
struct mode, global markets have lost con-
fidence in the UK and the pound has been
steadily falling since the beginning of May.
There is now speculation that the pound
will fall further in the next three months as
Mr Johnsons attempt to leave Europe by
31 October becomes increasingly compli-
cated.

UK softwood sawlogs

Prices for sawlogs have fallen through the
first half of 2019 on the back of increased
supply and very patchy demand for sawn

£ per tonne delivered to customers in
Wales, central and south England (July 2019)

timber in the spring of 2019.

The balance of supply and demand has
been very varied.

In the south and midlands of England,
demand has fallen and prices have re-
duced, however, there have not been large
volumes of timber offered to the market
and so most processors need to carry on
buying.

Wales has seen substantial offers of tim-
ber to the market over the last six months
and most processors are now well bought,
although price still remains a serious issue
for them as they have to be able to com-
pete with the cheap imported timber being
landed from Central Europe. To do this ef-
fectively, log prices will need to be around
£70 per tonne delivered.

Whilst Natural Resource Wales offered
190,000m? obs to the market in June, this
was on the back of a reduced overall of-
fer of 700,000m3 obs this year; so whilst in
the short term there is plentiful supplies of
round wood there continues to be concern
over the longer-term picture.

Scotland and northern England have
seen very high levels of harvesting activ-
ity but it is also here where the slowdown
and associated price reductions of £15 to
£20 per tonne standing are being reported.
With the bulk of the private sales for the
year brought to market, buyers can now
take stock of their inventories and work out
how they are going to dilute the remaining
expensive wood on their books. Currently,
there are still high stocks of small round-
wood and sawlogs at roadside, many mills
are only running at 70 to 80% capacity and
looking to take extended holidays. Produc-
tion levels are likely to remain low until the
global glut of sawn timber has worked its

Product Lower price  Upper price Trend Product

Log 18 £65.00 £75.00 = * Log 18

Bar 14 £45.00 £6000 =< Bar / pallet 14
SRW £4000  £5000 = SRW

Fencing £50.00 £60.00 - Fencing

H Wood firewood £50.00 £70.00 = H Wood firewood
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The Global sawn timber is currently in
the process of finding a new balance

as supply curtailments finally catch up
with slowing demand. In North America
and Canada there are weekly announce-
ments of mill closures and production
curtailments however this pattern is also
now emerging in Scandinavia and in the
UK, hopefully the holiday season will
stem this.

Global tariff wars, Brexit and con-
tinuing tension in the Gulf have led
to increased market uncertainty and
reduced confidence which impacts on
prices; are we seeing the end of the
global free trade era and the emergence
of a more “protectionist” trade era?

At the same time, as political market
disturbance has been occurring, there
have been a series of major environ-
mental incidents that have had a global
impact on timber supply. Wildfires,
storm damage, tree diseases and insect
infestations have all been evident over
the last year.

In Europe, significant wind throw over
the winter, exceptionally hot summers
and many over mature stands have led
to extensive spruce bark beetle attacks.
The salvage operation has been rapid
and has led to a significant increase
in sawn timber production in Central
Europe which is now being pushed into
already crowded world markets.

The US market slowed in autumn
2018 which meant large quantities
of Canadian carcassing timber were
diverted to China, together with the
European material and increased sup-
plies from Scandinavia. The net result is

way through the system and demand levels
pick up.

In summary, price pressure on finished
products has lead to reductions in sawlog

£ per tonne delivered to customers in
north England and Scotland (July 2019)

Lower price Upper price Trend
£65.00 £7500 =
£4500  £6000 =
£4000  £5000 =
£50.00 £60.00 =
£50.00 £70.00 =
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a glut of timber on the
docks in China resulting in
falling prices.

Whilst the Chinese market
remains the largest market in the world,
consuming 600 million m* annually, of
which 54% is imported, there have been
significant short-term changes to pat-
terns of consumption.

China has begun a programme of
strict environmental regulation in 2018
and has continued this through 2019,
this has led to the closure of large num-
bers of small and medium-sized primary
producers (sawmills, veneer plants)
and secondary processors (furniture
and flooring). In time these plants will
be replaced by more modern facilities
that meet the tougher new environ-
mental standards or relocate to inland
China where they can take advantage
of easy access to Russian timber but
in the short term demand for timber is
reduced at a time when global supply
levels are high leading to rising stocks
and falling prices.

The USA is seeing declining produc-
tion in the north and west and increas-
ing production from the Southern pine
belt leading to prices increasing in the
south and falling in the north.

All of which has combined to cause a
downward price trend in sawlog prices
during the second half of 2018 and the
first six months of 2019.

The global sawlog price index is now
back to the same level as it was in the
second gquarter of 2017 whilst the Eu-
ropean sawlog index fell 3% in the first
quarter of 2018 to euro 81.08 per m?.

prices over the first six months of the year,
supply levels have reduced and it appears
that we are now at the bottom of the cycle
and prices will stabilise at these levels.

Small roundwood

Demand and prices have fallen right back
from the peaks of autumn 2018. Increased
production from the forests has meant that
most markets are now well supplied and
can start to focus their efforts on reducing
raw material costs.

Whilst in the short term this has been a
successful strategy, in the longer term there
are signs that roadside stocks are decreas-
ing, productions levels in the forest are stat-
ic and new sales being offered to the market
have fallen right off so we could be seeing
the bottom of the market cycle here.
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Regional disparities in prices have be-
come more pronounced, with prices of
£30 per tonne roadside being offered by
some areas where there are high stocks
with others are still offering £40 to £50 per
tonne. Again, supplies are most plentiful in
the north, with less material available fur-
ther south, the seasonal slowdown in the
biomass sector is also most pronounced
now coupled with technical problems at a
couple of the larger small round wood us-
ers has made the small round wood market
challenging in the north but more reward-
ing in the south.

Timber availability

Whilst prices have fallen from the peaks
of late 2018, they remain at a very healthy
relative to the last 10 years and it is still very

[

worthwhile for woodland owners to under-
take harvesting operations. The high prices
did bring more timber to the market but
there are now signs that supplies of stand-
ing timber to the market is reducing with
less new sale instructions coming forward
and merchants managing production levels
in the forest.

Over the past five years, there has been
a definite trend in the private sector for the
bulk of the timber to be marketed in the
spring, with very little being offered in the
second half of the year.

Pheasant shooting, farming constraints,
roading concerns and access constraints
have all contributed to an increase in mar-
keting for summer working and a notice-
able slowdown during the winter

In England, there has also been an in- >>
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BALG Supplies Ltd.

Packaging suppliers covering the UK and Europe

We specialise in the supply of all types of firewood and kindling
net bags, ventilated bulk bags, cubic nets and frames, bag loading
trays, polypropylene sacks, standard bulk bags, LDPE sacks

and storage tarpaulins.

We carry a large range of stock in various sizes at our

warehouse for delivery within 48 hours of your order.

We even offer a free personalised print and design service

so your nets/bags can be ordered with your logo or design.

We’ve got &
it in the bag! )\

t 01768 862157 ™ 07798 723040

e info@bagsupplies.com Www.bagsupplies.com
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MARKETS
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crease in thinning activity, particularly in
broadleaves as a response to the shortages
of firewood that the market experienced in
the winter of 2018 and 2019. This sort of
work is less productive than conifer clear
felling and will lead to lower output levels
from the forest in the second half of the
year, as well as pulling machines away from
conifer felling jobs.

The outlook then is for reducing sup-
plies in the second half of the year which
will present challenges for the processors
as they try to secure volume for winter
2019/20.

Hardwood saw logs

Those with ‘oak fever’ seem to have taken a
collective cold bath this spring as there has
been a noticeable stabilising of oak prices
in the first half of 2019. Chinese demand for
oak sawlogs from Europe has slowed down
this year, leading to better availability from
Europe at prices that are competitive. Oak
sawlogs are now readily available from
France at around £12.50hft delivered which
has now put a ceiling on domestic road-
side prices for around £11hft (£300m?3).
Export demand for beech has remained
steady with prices of £80m3 underbark
and upwards available for planning grade
beech sawlogs. Despite increased supplies
of ash sawlogs this market has held up very
well throughout the season and into sum-
mer. Prices of between £90 and £100m3
(£3 to £3.50hft) at roadside are available
for ‘export grade’ ash, currently, and it is

hoped that these prices can be maintained
through into winter. In many ash woods the
impact of ash dieback has become really
pronounced in summer 2019 and it would
appear to be wise to get felling plans in
place to recover value from ash woods
whilst it is both safe and economical to do
SO.

Firewood & Fuelwood
There has been a steady increase in fire-
wood harvesting activity in 2019 and as
supplies have increased, prices have stabi-
lised in all areas and started to fall in some
areas. In the midlands and south of Eng-
land, prices have settled back to £50 to
£55 per tonne at roadside as large volumes
of diseased ash has been brought to mar-
ket this year, whilst in the north, the sup-
plies are only just starting to improve and
prices are £60 to £65 per tonne at road-
side. The supply of diseased ash and its im-
pact on the market remains very much and
unknown quantity. Developing systems
to safely and effectively harvest diseased
trees is still underway; this in turn will de-
termine what products can be produced
from the trees as they are felled. Will it be
most practical to simply chip the material
at stump or will it be possible to cut fire-
wood? Once diseased, the timber becomes
progressively more brittle leading to shat-
tering on felling and concerns over how it
will behave when run through a firewood
processor.

Therefore, whilst ash dieback is going

Roadside hardwood prices (£ hft) July 2019

to have a significant impact on the timber
market it seems likely that the biomass
market will be the big winner from it.

It is difficult to quantity the true extent
of the demand for biomass and fuel wood
in the UK given the fragmented market and
the varied feedstock’s being used as do-
mestically. The United Kingdom continues
to be the largest importer of wood pellets
in the world. In 2018, the country was the
destination for 36% of globally traded pel-
lets. In 2017, the UK imported 6.833 million
tonnes of wood pellets according to the
Department of Business, Energy and Indus-
trial Strategy annual report. The 2018 fig-
ures are published on the 25th July 2019.
Supply of wood from diseased ash is only a
drop in the ocean compared to these vast
quantities.

Summary

Domestically, the market appears to be
settling down at lower activity levels
and prices 10 to 20% back from the
peaks of late 2018 but we still in a pe-
riod of great uncertainty as the country
tries to come to terms with Brexit’s im-
pact on demand levels and cheap wood
from Central Europe puts pressure on
end product prices so expect further
market volatility in the short term.

TIMBER AUCTIONS

Oak Oak beam Oak Export ash  White ash Export Large Douglas

planking fencing & beech sawlogs sycamore fir & Larch If you wish to discuss parcels of
High price £12.00 £10.00 £7.00 £3.25 £4.00 £5.00 £3.25 timber you would like to market,
Mid price £10.00 £8.00 £5.00 £2.75 £3.50 £4.00 £2.90 please contact Oliver Combe on
Low price £8.00 £7.00 £4.00 £2.00 £3.25 £3.00 £2.50 07771 958975, oliver.combe@

timberauctions.co.uk for free

These prices are for guidance purposes only and are based on historic market information independent marketing advice.

Heavy Duty Professional Log Splitters

Heavy duty splitters from 7-28 tonne capacity

Horizontal, vertical & combi types available

Stands S1, S2,

Hydraulic, PTO, engine & electric power options S3, 54,85

Heavy duty, robust build quality
Incredibly fast, double pump action

FTN5-17 www.fuelwood.co.uk t: 01926 484673

Fuelwood (Warwick) Ltd
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Afforestation options

dl'aWing serious interest
— e

Scottish forest market
report and investment
outlook by Fenning
Welstead, John Clegg & Co

ing targets in Scotland were exceeded last year.

This is great news and confirms the high level of
interest in creating investment in our future forest re-
source. Finally, the results of a positive grant scheme
and a consultation process that seems to be viewing
forestry more favourably are bearing fruit. It is notable
that there are many marginal farms (and some not so
marginal) being bought by afforestation interests.

Two farms acquired by forestry investors are at
Daljedburgh (353ha) and Shankston (600ha). Both sit-
uated in southwest Scotland and bought with a view to
afforestation. Comparing values is not straightforward
as farmhouses, steadings, land quality and location are
all variable factors. However, it would not be unreasona-
ble to indicate that the potentially plantable land is likely
to have been in excess of £4000 per hectare.

At the time of writing John Clegg & Co have just
launched Coulshill and The Corb near Auchterarder. In
total 1270ha of fertile upland farm set within the gentle
valleys of the Ochil Hills. There is clearly an option to
continue farming but the opportunity for afforestation
is there and it will be fascinating to see how the market
responds.

The sale of Cliffhope gave support and confidence to
the value of young plantations. This young commercial
property was planted in 2011. The total area of just over
600ha contains 412ha of stocked crop. At a sale price of
over £5m, this equates to approximately £12,800/ha of
stocked crop. With a well-developed access infrastruc-
ture, internal roading and located in the Scottish Borders
it is a prime example of the value of location and getting
the fundamentals correct.

For more mature crops, we must consider plantations
established when we last had very active afforestation;
during the 1980s and the final years of the Schedule D
tax regime. The sale of two parcels of commercial spruce
at Ballyoukan, near Pitlochry, is a good example. While it
is still going through the legal process, it is perhaps not
unreasonable to pass comment that the 220ha will have
sold for something approaching £20,000/ha.

All of the forests above have as their prime objective
the economic production of commercial volumes of tim-
ber. As we have seen over the last decade, the market
value of such assets has increased markedly. | was re-
cently asked to comment on an apportionment between
crop and solum values for a spruce plantation. Having
been acquired just after the turn of the century and sold

F or the first time in many years the forestry plant-
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some 13 years later, the property has comfortably more
than quadrupled in value. At the point of purchase in
2000 the trees were about 15 years old and therefore
at the point of sale they were 28 years old. Clearly part
of the growth in value is simply to do with the physical
growth of the trees, but there is also a growth in value
in land and in timber values. When one considers that
the management input during this period in a crop’s life
is relatively nominal, this has been, by any stretch of the
imagination, a simple to manage and effective place to
invest capital.

Turning now to smaller woodlands, John Clegg & Co
sold Binn Wood in the Fife & Kinross area at a price of
just under £10,000/ha, this for 23ha of mixed conifers
and broadleaves approximately 40 years old. This repre-
sents an ideal woodland for an individual owner offering
a place of recreation, physical activity, forestry manage-
ment and enjoyment, together with potential capital val-
ue growth and a modest amount of income. It is not so
long ago that we were seeing this sort of price paid for
small woodlands in the south of England and wondering
whether it would ever apply in Scotland. It appears that
that time has now arrived. Other woodlands sold during
the past six months to a year reinforce that view, with
prices approaching £10,000/ha for woods that offer
sensible access, amenity and prospects for reasonable
timber growth.

Savills placed a slightly larger plantation at Arnsheen
on the market earlier this year. In total 54ha of which
43ha carried a crop of 29-year-old Sitka this sold at a
competitive closing date in May at a price equivalent to
over £25,000 per hectare. True, there was local interest
and possibly some marriage value but the close bidding
suggests that there is some market depth for this type
of asset. Despite the recent softening of timber prices
there seems to be considerable confidence that the
trend for timber is upwards. While there will be troughs

Coulshill
and (below)
Cliffhope
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along the way the general direction is upwards. There
are some current sales working through the system that
reinforce this view.

Recreation

Looking ahead to a world where carbon sequestration is
likely to be ever more important and the cost of holiday
travel may become either prohibitive or politically unac-
ceptable, is there a chance that ‘stay-cations’ become
the norm and the demand increases to find recreational
activity in our rural hinterland? If that is the case then
forestry and woodland offers an excellent backdrop
within which to accommodate considerable visitor num-
bers and the necessary facilities to cater for them. It has
often been difficult to secure planning approval for any
form of development within woodlands whereas the sur-
rounding farmland has appeared more of an open op-
portunity. Perhaps that may change.

This morning | had a conversation with a potential
woodland investor and once we had covered the obvi-
ous gquestions around trees, grant systems and so forth,
we moved onto alternative uses for a woodland. He was
clearly looking at ways of meeting what he saw as an
ever-growing demand from the UK population for activi-
ties in the countryside and how he might be able to meet
that with a commercial operation. It is stimulating to find
ourselves in a world that is beginning to appreciate not
only the fundamental production of timber but also the
wider range of opportunities that woodlands and forests
can provide.
www.johnclegg.co.uk
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Teagle

FOREST PRO

@ 180HP - 350HP dual transmission
@ 600mm rotor with fixed hammers
@ Full automatic belt adjustment

@ Scrub, bushes and timber to @50cm

HORTICULTURE - AGRICULTURE - FORESTRY - consTRUcToN 01872 560592 or visit: www.teagle.co.uk

The UK'’s largest producer of top
quality cell-grown forestry trees

See us at

Stand J1

Tel: 01620 825 058 Email: sales@albatrees.co.uk
www.albatrees.co.uk
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Productive woodland planting -
It’s happening in Scotland,
will England follow suit?

by Athole McKillop,
Partner, Galbraith,
Edinburgh and Penrith

tive over the last decade. We have seen proper-

ties change hands several times, each time at
substantially increased values, often despite significant
restructuring and reduction in timber volumes. The IPD
UK Forest Index has shown strong increases in overall
returns in recent years and better short and long-term
performance than other UK property types, equities and
bonds.

Timber prices form part of the growth measured
by the IPD UK Forestry Index and, although subject to
fluctuation, the long term has seen steady timber price
growth. In the UK, we still import circa 80% of our timber
products although we would have the land, climate and
skills to grow more of our own supply needs. For many
years, it has been recognised that the UK growing tim-
ber resource will peak towards 2030. Demand and pro-
cessing capacity has, however, continued to grow. After
many years of lobbying by Confor and industry players,
Scottish Government and Westminster only recently
recognised that timber availability, the associated eco-
nomic activity, and all the non-market benefits of trees
and woodland, particularly carbon sequestration, will
decline unless we start planting more trees.

The Scottish Government has reacted positively, in
word and action. As a result, the annual planting target
of 10,000ha was exceeded in 2018. Positive words in
England have yet to be translated into any really signifi-
cant results.

The opportunity for new planting, both as an invest-
ment and as an alternative land use, is still gathering
pace. Despite the Brexit farce, with very strong com-
mitment to continued expansion of productive wood-
land playing a positive role the rural economy and the
health and well-being of people and our planet, we will
see continued support for more forests and woodlands
across the UK.

The opportunities north and south of Hadrian’s Wall
are very different. The situation south of the border can
be summarised fairly swiftly. Although private invest-
ment, government funding and enthusiasm to plant
trees is evident, too many barriers remain in place. Con-
for, along with much appreciated support from Egger,
arranged for the UK Forestry Minister David Rutley MP
to visit Northumberland in mid-July to discuss potential
for a Forestry Investment Zone and to focus on breaking
down those barriers. As well as touring the Egger site
and round-table meetings, the Minister visited Wallshield

—|—he forestry investment market has been very ac-
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and Nunwick Estate to discuss new productive forestry
proposals. Supported by the Tree Champion, Sir William
Worsley, the Minister unequivocally expressed Govern-
ment’s desire to see more productive forest planting,
particularly in Northumberland, where there is strong
political support. The key going forward will be to en-
sure that Ministerial decisions are delivered and not lost
in translation between and within government depart-
ments, especially given the conflicting roles of different
parts of DEFRA.

In Scotland, the McKinnon review in 2016 highlighted
barriers and proposed solutions to the Scottish Govern-
ment to speed up the process of planting approvals - the
result, planting targets are being exceeded for the first
time in decades. Will Westminster learn from this?

Those planting are keen to participate in the success-
ful financial performance of the sector, to make best use
of the positive tax treatment and increasingly they are
taking more interest in the fact that the underlying in-
vestment is in a truly environmentally friendly raw mate-
rial, a net absorber of carbon, which helps to mitigate
climate change and which has a positive impact on peo-
ple and the environment. Equally, we are seeing more
farmers looking seriously at diversifying their businesses
to include significant elements of productive woodlands.
The uncertainty about future support for the farming
‘status quo’ means the more forward-thinking are tak-
ing the opportunity to change whilst great opportunities
exist. One farmer in the Borders has sensibly concluded
that continuing to farm his 1000 acre hill farm, as it “aye
haes”, won’t wash going forward. Farming is his life, so
he wants to continue, and he can, by farming approxi-
mately two thirds of his stock more actively on the lower
third of the farm, with limited, if any, reduction in net
profit, leaving a very substantial area of hill to plant.

Tree planting is happening across Scotland but the
focus is in mid, west and south Scotland. The latest Scot-
tish Forestry statistics show some 70% of all approvals
since 2016 have been within Central, Perth and Argyll
and South Scotland Conservancies, rising to over 85%
of all productive conifer approvals. The South Scotland
Conservancy, perhaps not surprisingly, has accounted
for nearly 50% of all productive conifer focussed ap-
provals. Grampian and the Highlands and Islands con-
tinue to see a focus on less productive woodland types
with approximately 80% focussed on broadleaves and
native pine.

The opportunities, enthusiasm and support for pro-
ductive woodland creation and investment are evident,
principally in Scotland for now. The opportunities and
support exist in England. We just need some of the en-
thusiasm from Scotland, along with clear direction and
prioritisation from Westminster, to filter through to the
decision makers closer to the ground in England.

We are seeing
more farmers
looking
seriously at
diversifying
their
businesses
to include
significant
elements of
productive
woodlands
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Ash Die Back (Chalara) is now present throughout the UK.
Sadly expectation is for up to 97% loss of ash trees.
Ash is widespread in woodlands and roadside edges.

Are you managing your liability, particulalrly in respect of falling trees around
footpaths and highways?

Secondary factors, such as honey fungus, can cause rapid decay.
Decide NOW, before the timber value tumbles, or the removal of increasingly
unstable trees becomes more dangerous and costly.

Using specialised, cost-effective machinery and expert teams, supported by
professional management, Euroforest will turn your dying woodland into a

2OFOREST

sustainable excellence

For further info visit www.euroforest.co.uk and speak ) = ) ey
to your local Area Manager, or simply call 01420 23030. s C 3 |Confor
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*Offer valid until 30" September 2019, terms and conditions apply.
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Diverse factors influence UK
forestry investment climate

It’s late July and the year has been
dominated by Westminster politics and
a flagging Brexit strategy, with the lack
of progress frustrating all and impacting

markets in many sectors. So has this
effected investor sentiment in forestry
market? asks James Adamson of Savills

ell, no is the short answer. We continue to
see demand from both existing and new in-
vestors, and in the recent marketing of El-

drick Forest in South Ayrshire, there was a notable de-
gree of overseas interest. The drivers are varied but well
documented; the bright future for timber, low interest
rates, weak Sterling exchange rates, tax efficiency, alter-
native or ‘green’ investing and more. One of the common
themes we hear is that the long-term nature of forest
growth facilitates locking away capital in a ‘safe’ environ-
ment, effectively using timber as a biological bank based
on the ‘store of value’ principle. You deposit your money,
it appreciates in value as trees grow, and if you want to
make a withdrawal you either fell or sell, both in a tax
efficient manner.

Uncertainty impacts investment markets in different
ways and sentiment is all important. We were concerned
that post referendum the UK may look unattractive to
foreign capital, seen as a hostile nation moving away
from the European Union. While some consumer-fo-
cused investments may have seen downside from this,
to an extent the reverse is happening in the land markets
with sentiment among some overseas investors, savvy
and global in outlook, considering the weak Sterling an
opportunity to obtain value for money, and not overly
looking at downside risk from Brexit. The picture is quite
polarised however, with good quality and especially
best-in-class attracting good interest, but run-of-the-
mill, less so.

Shortage

We feel the UK forest market was a little slow to start this
year, not through lack of investor interest, but in terms
of product coming onto the market. Savills’ annual Spot-
light market research shows that, over recent years, the
area of forest property marketed in the first half of the
year has averaged just over 7000ha across Great Britain
(sales over 20ha). Against this, H1 2019 saw only 5400ha
recorded, but interestingly at an average guide price of
£7348 per hectare, some 26% over the medium-term
average. In terms of regional market share, 12% of this
has been in England, 84% in Scotland and 4% in Wales
where a high proportion of sales are in the sub-20ha cat-
egory so not in the analysis, and for which the market
share increases to 27%. This is a fairly typical distribu-
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tion of market share where Scotland dominates with a
medium-term average of 88% of the annual sold area.
Naturally, lack of product impacts values, which con-
tinue to rise as investors compete for good properties.
An interesting pricing trend to emerge over the last few
years has been the rise in value attributable to younger
timber trees, once considered at worst a liability and at
best of low latent value. The traditional price age curve
is changing, with the best young timber now achieving
the same capital values as poorer quality mature tim-
ber, leading to a flatter price-age profile. This is partially
because restructured woodlands are increasingly multi-
age and also because investors are extending their time
horizons further with the expectation of future rises in
timber price over 10, 20 and even 30-year timeframes.

Forest funds

The investors fall into two broad categories. Firstly,
larger private and institutional investors seek scale, as
this brings efficiency in the size and frequency of tim-
ber harvesting operations and therefore income, which
allows payment of dividends or cash yields. Secondly,
smaller private investors continue to look for long-term
capital growth and tax efficiencies as part of their wealth
management strategy. Over recent years it is clear that
the former is starting to dominate the stocked woodland
market, with some now very significant and well-run for-
est funds around.

Demand for planting land remains high too, although
the conversion process remains elongated and not with-
out risk; it needs to be made much simpler to encour-
age a wholesale shift in planted areas. While institutional
money may dominate the stocked woodland market, the
private buyer still dominates the planting land market.
Purchasers are driven by long-term capital apprecia-
tion and can generally afford to forgo income, although
objectives are varied from rewilding to succession plan-
ning.

Over the last year or two, another type of more ho-
listic forestry buyer has been emerging and several re-
cent land sales of what might not be considered typical
planting land (better agricultural or sporting property)
have been bought by forestry interests driven by a de-
sire to develop integrated land use properties, not whol-
ly driven by commercial afforestation, but where it is one
thread of their investment strategy. Are we witnessing
the arrival of the ‘lifestyle forestry investor?’ These pur-
chasers are well capitalised and seem less inclined to fol-
low traditional valuation models than the pure forestry
investors. As it was put to me by an investor recently,
they adopt a ‘buy to hold forever’ strategy, and see for-
ests for what they really are; long-term, low risk stores
of value.
www.savills.co.uk

Over the

last year or
two, another
type of
more holistic
forestry
buyer

has been
emerging
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See us at

Stand D2

THE CLEAR CUT COOLING CHOICE

. e High performance
B P rice axial fans &
- centrifugal blowers.
e Engine cooling,
hydraulics cooling.

S peC i al iSt Ltd ] * Long life, reliable, robust.

e Multiple applications —
forest hgrvesters,
Tel: 01584 891 307 woodchippers,

Mobile: 07518 810 269 excavators, stump
grinders, hedgecutters.

Email: ben@mus-max.net

Web: www.mus-max.net 01905 613 714 www.spalautomotive.co.uk

BUSINESS FOR SALE

Due to the imminent retirement of the proprietor, a well known and highly
respected Woodland Management and Contracting business, based in the Scottish
Borders, is offered for sale, at a time of great opportunity and confidence in the forest industry.

v Successful, resilient and profitable trading record for over 32 years.

v/ Extensive well established client portfolio covering farm woods through mixed traditional estate
woods to large commercial plantations throughout South Scofland.

v Unrivalled knowledge of woodland ownership, woodland resources and specialist support
services and markets.

v/ Excellent reputation and industry respect for all aspects of work undertaken with an outstanding
portfolio of successfully completed projects with associated client support and testamonials.

v Good current order book with very good resources for further development.

v Temporary office and storage accommodation available immediately, if required.

v/ Continued support and assistance available from one of the most experienced private

commercial foresters in the UK to aid future development and assist continued professional
excellence and services fo clients.

The resources, knowledge and reputation of this company, along with the availability of
experienced support, and current unbelievable opportunities within the industry combine to
create an outstanding opportunity for continued successful development and growth of a
profitable and responsible business.

Further details available on request: Finlay Mitchell, Woodland Management Services (UK) Ltd
Swinton Mill House, Coldstream, Scottish Borders TD12 4JS. T: 01890 840530 M: 07980 562955

E: finlaymitchellwms@gmail.com www.woodlandmanagementservices.co.uk
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FORESTRY INVESTMENT

Investors back Finnish
cutting-edge forestry
technology company

Forestry tech company Collective-
Crunch has announced the closure
of a €600k funding round led by
Finland’s Thominvest, taking the
company’s total funding to €Im. Ex-
isting and new angel investors also
participated to complete the round.
CollectiveCrunch will use the funds
to finalise and launch the first com-
mercial version of its Linda Forest
platform in the second half of 2019.

With its long history in forestry,
Thominvest has a solid understand-
ing of the value CollectiveCrunch
brings to this market. The firm’s
state-of-the-art Al-supported tech-
nologies help landowners to more
accurately assess and manage their
forestry inventory and buyers of
wood resources to target the wood
they actually need.

“We are following developments
in Al closely and have been aware
of CollectiveCrunch since 2017, said
Thominvest Group’s Mats Soder-
stréom. “CollectiveCrunch is focused
on the forestry industry and we were
convinced by the team’s capabilities
and the commercial progress they
have made in the last quarters,” he

concluded.

CollectiveCrunch’s Linda Forest
Al platform utilises climate, geo, and
customer process data to arrive at
better predictions of forest inventory.
The solution lets foresters know the
volumes and species of wood they
have on their land without having to
drive out for inspection. Collective-
Crunch says traditional solutions can
be cumbersome, time-consuming,
expensive, and may have error rates
of up to 30%.

Global ambition

“The funds raised in this round are
essential in building the team and
technical capabilities to fulfill our
ambition of becoming a global
leader in Al for the forestry indus-
try,” said CollectiveCrunch CEO Rolf
Schmitz.

The round closure follows a mul-
ti-year partnership with Finland’s
Metsahallitus Forestry Ltd that aims
to improve harvesting and forest de-
velopment planning. The company
has offices in Helsinki, Berlin, and
Munich, and forestry customers in
Finland, Sweden, Estonia, and Brazil.

CONFOR.ORG.UK

Full house for
investment seminar

Tilhill Forestry held its fourth Woodland Investment
Seminar on the outskirts of Cheltenham. The seminar
focussed on lowland woodland properties.

The event on 18 June proved popular with
an audience of woodland owners, investors and
their guests. It was therefore to a full house that
Peter Chappell, forestry investment advisor at Tilhill
Forestry welcomed delegates and outlined the theme
of the event - the investment aspects of timber busi-
nesses for tree growers in the lowlands.

The session was opened by Bruce Richardson
(above), head of Investment and property at Tilhill, who
took the audience on a contextual journey through
recent vyears, illustrating the relationship between
timber prices and woodland property values. A key
area explored was that of tree species diversification.
The investment aspects of this were unpacked during
the seminar, alongside the usual silvicultural matters.

Taxation arena

Next to speak was Christine Tuckerman of the account-
ancy firm Bishop Fleming. Christine gained the avid
attention of the audience, many of whom were directly
affected by the latest developments in the taxation
arena, and a lively discussion around the different VAT
rates applicable to firewood growers ensued.

In an entertaining and educational presentation,
Oliver Coombe of timberauctions.co.uk explored
what factors could lead to significant variations in
timber prices and how, with correct management, it
could be possible to achieve superior pricing for qual-
ity products, both hardwood and softwood.

Finally, David Edwards, outgoing president of the
Institute of Chartered Foresters gave an interesting
talk about how to optimise the potential of lowland
woodlands to successfully grow some of the tree
species discussed by Oli and Bruce.

A guestion time to the speaker panel followed, and
Peter Chappell, in summation described difficulties
using traditional investment appraisal methodologies
in accurately capturing value that could be gained in
the lowland setting through management flexibility
and creativity.

Tilhill Forestry intends to hold a second woodland
investment seminar this year in Aberdeen in August.
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New vehicles complete with bodywork for the
arb & landscaping industry. Nationwide delivery.

TOW BARS | FULLY WELDED ALUMINIUM BODIES | SIGN
WRITING | TOOL BOXES | LED LIGHTING
BODIES FOR NEW AND USED VEHICLES
CUSTOMER SUPPORT | CONVERSION TO FACTORY TIPPER
FINANCE AVAILABLE ON NEW VEHICLES

Tipping Body Manufacturer & Specialist Body Builder

020 8539 0611 | www.tipmaster.co.uk
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SKILLS & TRAINING

Scottish Skills Group makes
progress on action plan

The Skills Group in Scotland
has been hard at work, reports
Andy Leitch

eveloping a Workforce with Skills
D for the Future is one of five strate-

gic priorities in the Scottish Forest
and Timber Technologies Industry Leader-
ship Group’s economic strategy. In order
to deliver this priority, the Industry Lead-
ership Group set up a Skills Group which
comprises an enthusiastic membership of
over 20 people from the industry - includ-
ing David Sulman and Andrew Heald from
Confor, the public sector and educational
establishments. There is also representa-
tion from the equivalent group in England
which encourages collaborative working
on common issues and reduces the risk of
duplication of effort.

The Group created an action plan in
2017 focussing on four areas: talent attrac-
tion, new entrants, workforce development
and curriculum review. Since then, a num-
ber of initiatives have been developed and
delivered to contribute to these four main
areas.

Forest machine operator training
A key priority was to develop a viable forest
machine operator training scheme. A For-
est Machine Operators (FMO) sub-group
consisting of a number of contractors, har-
vesting companies, machine manufactur-
ers and training providers was established
to explore the best solution for the future;
a task easier said than done! After a lot of
discussion, debate and consideration, a
private/public sector partnership to pilot a
two-year Scottish Forest Industries Forest
Machine Operators Modern Apprenticeship
was launched and is now being delivered
(see page 7/8).

Over 100 people applied for the four ap-
prenticeship posts and the scheme will see
two of the apprentices moving to private
sector contractors in their second year and
the other two remaining with Forestry and
Land Scotland (FLS). It is hoped that an-
other four FMO apprenticeships will soon
be offered in the north of Scotland. SRUC
Barony and Scottish School of Forestry
staff are working together to refine and fur-
ther develop the apprenticeship framework
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and will also be taking account of feedback
from the current pilot. It is appreciated that
such a two-year model won’t suit everyone
so the sub group is continuing to explore
what other potential training schemes
could be developed, particularly for con-
tractor-based machine operators.

Other initiatives

In partnership with industry and public sec-
tor, the group delivered a range of outputs,
including:

1. Studies commissioned:

“Scottish Forest and Timber Technolo-
gies sector: Skills & training scoping study”
carried out by UHI and Forest Research;

Harvesting machinery census

Review of the Future of the forestry
Workforce in Scotland” which will help pro-
vide the sector with a clearer idea of po-
tential numbers of new recruits required
across key segments of the industry in
Scotland over the next 10 years.

2. Co-development of the Outdoor Wood-
land Learning and Forest Kindergarten/
schools initiative for early years learning.
3. Working in partnership with the Royal
Highland Educational Trust to engage with
thousands of school children at the Royal
Highland Show as a ways of introducing
them to forestry using harvester simula-
tors, virtual reality goggles showing 360
degree films and other interactive activi-
ties.

4. Working with Skills Development Scot-
land (SDS) and Inverness College to de-
velop a forestry ambassador scheme as a
way of promoting our sector to potential
new recruits. This has resulted in discus-
sions with STEM ambassadors, the aim of
which is to incorporate forestry into their
existing STEM ambassadors initiative, raise
the profile of our sector and provide the
opportunity for people already working in
the industry to participate and enjoy the
benefits of being a STEM ambassador;

5. Promoting the work of Developing the
Young Workforce (DYW), a Scottish Gov-
ernment initiative which was introduced to
help companies to improve their engage-
ment with schools and attract new talent
across Scotland.

www.owlscotland.org
www.stem.org.uk/stem-ambassadors

Working with the education sector
SRUC Barony College and the Scottish
School of Forestry (SSF) plan to continue
to work closely with the sector in order to
explore and develop more creative meth-
ods of training and learning that meet the
demands of the industry. Options could
include distance learning modules - such
as those currently being offered at SSF -
and more vocational courses and Technical
Apprenticeships. These developments pro-
vide an excellent opportunity for industry
representatives on the Skills and Regional
ILG Groups to get involved and help the
colleges develop a curriculum that will
both meet industry needs and provide a vi-
able training resource, particularly as budg-
ets are become increasingly constrained.

Focussing further downstream, Edin-
burgh Napier University (ENU) have devel-
oped a couple of initiatives which aim to
attract new engineers and architects into
the wood-based industries sector.

What next

At the second summit this year, SDS also
launched their “Skills Action Plan for Ru-
ral Scotland: 2019-2021” which identifies
opportunities for support to the forestry
and wood-based industries. Over the com-
ing months the Skills Group aims to com-
plete its current programme of activities,
develop a 3-year action plan which takes
into account the outputs of the Forest In-
dustry summits and on-going input from
industry and other Skills Group partners
and explore opportunities for the sector
provided through the Skills Action Plan for
Rural Scotland.
https://news.gov.scot/news/
rural-skills-plan

GET INVOLVED

The continued support and

enthusiasm of Confor and other
industry representatives is vital to the
continued success of the Skills Group
and if you would like to be involved
please contact David Sulman (david.
sulman@confor.org.uk) or Andy Leitch
(andy.leitch@forestry.gov.scot)
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Suppliers of new and used forestry
firewood and fencing machinery

Stands W17
&W18

Contact us
for a demo at

our Forestry
Yard

Alstor mini forwarders * Rabaud Firewood processors * Saw benches ° Kindling machines ¢ Chain winches ¢ Farma cranes
and trailers * Log peelers & pointers * Log splitters 14-80 tonnes * Cone splitters * Cleaving splitters * Grader blades

New in stock

Alstor 840 pro-combi forwarder
Rabaud F80 log splitter 80 tonne
Rabaud 2.5m grader blades
Rabaud 300mm tree shear for Manitou

Call Nathan on 07966 365157

T.01746 718456 M. 07966 365157 www.homeforestry.co.uk E. nathan@homeforestry.co.uk
Home Forestry lip, Willowdene Farm, Chorley, Bridgnorth, Shropshire WV16 6PP

Remote control tracked mulchers,
material up to 8”

Steep gradient clearance

Long reach excavators with mulching heads
Habitat restoration and creation
Stump grinding
Chipping
Access roads
Tree felling
Winching

Contact: 01803 712946 or 07970 256590
info@landmarc.co.uk www.landmarc.co.uk
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MACHINERY

RAB Easton |ooks at
some of the technology
available to combat
machinery theft

yourself

from theft

am normally quite a level-headed guy but when
| hear about theft or vandalism involving forestry
equipment this sends me into an uncontrollable
rage. In this industry we all work bloody hard to
make a living and to turn up in the morning and
see your machine vandalised or tools and diesel stolen is
both devastating and heart-breaking. | have personally
experienced this many times in my forestry career.

Much of my harvesting work in recent years has
been carried out in the Cowal and Trossachs forest dis-
trict with very few incidents of this type, but whenever
we have moved to another forest district the story can
change completely.

The first incident occurred when | was working near
Barrhill in Ayrshire; | was operating a Bruunett 678 Har-
vester on a clear fell and at this point | was towards the
rear of the site and couldn’t see my car. | came out of
the forest onto the road and saw my car door open, so |
stopped the harvester and ran over to investigate. They
had smashed the rear window and my tools, clothes (I

CONFOR.ORG.UK
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Operators
were not as
well paid
back then
and it took
me years
to replace
everything
| lost

had been at work for two weeks and was heading home
that night), chainsaw, PPE, harvester bars, chains, spare
parts and all my personal belongings were gone.l was
absolutely shell shocked as many of my tools, as well as
being essential for my work, had sentimental value as |
had started collecting them as a youngster.

| drove to the nearest phone box (mobiles were in
their infancy and phone signal in the forest was rare) and
called the police. | was asked what | expected them to
do as it was a minor crime and the culprits were prob-
ably wearing gloves anyway; | came away feeling it was
partly my fault as my car wasn’t in my line of sight.

Operators were not as well paid back then and it took
me years to replace everything | lost. Although my in-
surers were happy to take an extra premium for carry-
ing tools, they were only insured when my vehicle was
within a locked secure compound. “Didn’t you read the
small print, Sir?”

Jump forward a few years and | was operating a

black cab Komatsu 860 near Allanton in the central belt >>
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Sennebogen
718e

Boasts a massive 15m
reach to the pin and
offers a safe, effective

and mechanised
de-veg system.

Ideal machine for a
wide application of
works including dealing
with Ash Dieback.

Demonstration day 12th Aug 10am-12pm
07903 463743 alec@kwrplanthire.co.uk
www.kwrplanthire.co.uk
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Heathwood Nurseries Ltd
CELL GROWN TREES.CO.UK

Buy the beot of Buitiok

Growers of quality
trees, shrubs and
hedging plants.

Producers of British
trees and shrubs
from British seed
origins in cells,
containers and field
grown for hedges,
gardens, landscaping

and woodlands.
See us at

Stand D8

www.heathwood.co.uk
01948 840 120 | sales@heathwood.co.uk

The Meadows, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, SY13 2JA

BIO-CHOPPER
MIXER WAGONS

Capacities available
5 to 30 cubic

» Robust design

* Simple chopping mechanisms
(2 augers, with star blade cutting
against fixed counter blades)

« Trailed, electric, diesel and
self-propelled versions

» Optional extras; conveyors,
cranes, weigh systems etc

+ 2008 RASE Silver Medal Award

2 TONNE
TIPPING
TRAILER

Optional equipment:
- Lights

* Hydraulic brakes

* Mesh extension

« Fitted sheets

Harry West (Prees) Ltd., Lower Heath, See us at

Prees, Whitchurch, Shropshire SY13 2BT
01948 840 465
harrywest.co.uk

Stand A5
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MACHINERY

>>

of Scotland. | arrived on a Monday morning and went
to the forwarder, which was hidden in the forest, and
as | approached | saw that it had been spray painted
with offensive graffiti. The door window was smashed
and my toolbox had been stolen from inside the cab. My
diesel tank had been filled the previous Friday and was
also hidden, but there was a valve at the bottom of the
tank for draining it and this had been opened and almost
1000l dumped onto the ground. | had to call SEPA and
a major clean-up operation took place at considerable
cost.

Another incident took place a few years later at Len-
noxtown, where the Ponsse Buffalo | was operating and
the Ponsse Ergo operated by a colleague were severely
vandalised and out of action several weeks. | believe the
damage to the two machines exceeded £50,000, and
again | lost my toolbox.

These incidents have a knock on effect on others. lan
and Melissa Young were hauling our timber from Len-
noxtown and after the incident Melissa would phone to
see if | was still at work on dark evenings as she was
nervous about being there on her own. Although work-
ing in the forest is a fantastic way of life, being on a re-
mote site late at night can become uncomfortable when
you see unauthorised cars approaching.

Timber hauliers are also vulnerable and | have heard
many stories of situations where they just locked their
doors and let the perpetrators steal their diesel as they
were outnumbered and had no phone signal.

Furthermore, | have heard reports where items ap-
pear to have been stolen to order but | hope this isn’t
true as this would mean it is some of our own commit-
ting the crime.

| could write a book on the huge number of incidents
I have heard about, but luckily as technology is advanc-
ing so is security.

| have to take my hat off to the machine manufactur-
ers because they have done a great job in helping to
curb the theft of machines.

Every machine has its own vehicle identification num-
ber (VIN) stamped into the metal at various locations on
the chassis, frame, etc. and to buy any spares or servic-
ing equipment it is necessary to quote the VIN. In addi-
tion, when mechanics carry out repairs on site they list
the VIN and machine hours on their worksheet.

This has been a great help in reducing the number of
machines being stolen.

Newer forestry machines are fitted with sophisticated
computers like the Komatsu Maxi Fleet system, which
creates a geo-fence around the machine when parked
(like an invisible compound)and if someone attempts to
move the machine it will notify the contractor and send
live feed from the machine’s cameras to their mobile/
tablet/computer.

The other difficulty we face is vandalism and theft of
smaller equipment and diesel.

To be an efficient and competitive contractor it is vital
to have a well-equipped workshop on site, whichis com-
monly known as a site safe. It is normally a large walk-in
container with the facility to make hydraulic hoses and
store electrical and hand tools as well as a selection of
spare parts. This enables operators to carry out minor
repairs on site that could otherwise incur lost production
due to downtime.

CONFOR.ORG.UK

Although our safes are well secured the thieves are
coming better prepared; some have electric angle grind-
ers or cut off saws and cut the steel hinges off to get at
the equipment.

Some insurance companies will pay out on thefts and
vandalism, but normally the extra cost on the insurance
premium the following year will result in the cost being
borne by the contractor themselves anyway.

Security guards or patrols are not affordable options
in forestry due to the remote locations of some forests,
so some more practical alternatives which should help
to secure machines and equipment and deter thieves
and vandals are listed below.

VPS Group
One system they offer for hire is portable VPS Alert Tow-
ers.

| have experienced this type of system recently and
at night and weekends all the machines, diesel and site
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|mase. A&B Services ASE
(Scotland)

Supplying your every need for forestry and agricultural machinery and accessories

Adapting, maintaining and servicing all types of machinery. Mobile welding unit and
hydraulic stock. Agents for Husqvarna, Oregon and Koller as well as other recognised
brands. We also provide a range of safety clothing and footwear. Sales and aftercare
of strimmers, lawnmowers including robotic, chainsaws and much more. New for
2019 stocking Husqvarna full auto mower range as well as their new battery series.

01567 820840 | info@abs-scotland.co.uk | www.abs-scotland.co.uk

Approved

HYDRAULICS

Forestry Attachments

Providing World Leading
Forestry Attachments

—Mulchers & Flails
—Stump Grinders
—Log Crackers
—Log Grabs
—Cone Splitters
BESPOKE OPTIONS
INTERMERCATO ¢ MANUFACTURED

FEMAC ° '
BALTROTORS * IN-HOUSE

CMB °

TAAET T IO INWETET S (CHT 0844 770 7969
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MACHINERY

> > safes were parked together with four of these security

units surrounding them.

The units are bright yellow so they are easily visible,
which in itself is a deterrent ,and are anchored securely
to the ground for protection against adverse weather
conditions. Each unit is self-contained and powered by
lithium batteries. A signal is sent to the monitoring sta-
tion every eight minutes so any malfunction is prevent-
ed. They normally have four fixed PIR video cameras,
giving peripheral vision of 20m in daylight and 12m at
night, an alarm sounder, strobe lighting, and a fire de-
tection system.

As the units communicate with the monitoring sta-
tion via GPRS RF Radio Communications and they will
work in most locations.

When activated they capture a ten second video and
send it to the monitoring station which is manned 24/7.
The footage can also be sent directly to the customer’s
phone, tablet or computer.

Instillation is quick and easy, normally taking 45 min-
utes and a further ten minutes if any repositioning is re-
quired.

The site they were installed on was one of the places
that is renowned for thefts but this system certainly did
its job as the site was harvested without incident.

They have service centres throughout the UK and the
hire cost will depend on several factors including the
number of units, location, etc.

WWW.vpsgroup.com

Another company offering a similar system throughout
the UK is; www.portalsecurity.co.uk

Security camera systems

Other options are battery or solar powered security
camera systems. When choosing these it is best to get
cameras that blend in with the scenery and don’t have
any lights when in operation.

Plenty of signage warning people that there are sur-
veillance cameras is a good idea and may deter most
thieves.

Reolink have a selection of battery and/or solar pow-
ered PIR-activated security cameras for sale. Some will
work via the 4G network with their own SIM card, thus
enabling phone/tablet notifications when a camera has
been activated. This will give you the chance to record
the footage day and night.

Another option is PIR-activated security cameras
with SD cards which will record and store the video foot-
age. The disadvantage of this system is that if the perpe-
trators find the camera they can take the camera or SD
card away, thus removing the evidence.

These can also be purchased from Amazon.
www.reolink.com

Novetic

Another system | have seen is Novetic. This is a discreet,
small, PIR operated camera which both records and
transmits footage. It has some clever features, for exam-
ple you can check the battery status of the camera on
your phone and it will alert you via SMS when the battery
level is low. You can also control the remote monitoring
and alarm functions via SMS, it has Automatic Number
Plate Recognition (ANPR), and it captures high quality
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day and night video footage.
www.novetic.co.uk

Hopefully some of these surveillance systems will catch
the villains in the act and with successful prosecutions it
might deter others considering this path.

Simple ideas to keep your
equipment safe
There is a good variety of security equipment to help
safeguard your equipment but here are one or two sim-
ple ideas that you can take to protect your equipment:
Never divulge harvesting locations on social media -
if you enjoy sharing photos of your machines and work-
sites on social media make sure there are no obvious
landmarks that could possibly give your location away.
| recently saw a video of a guy who had forgotten his
machine keys and he took a video of how he accessed
the machine and operated it without them. It was not a
very bright idea sharing this video on social media as
you have no idea who will see it.
Be diligent and keep information about locations
vague -you never know who is listening to your conver-
sation while out socialise.

Rab Easton is the editor of the bi-monthly
Forest Machine Magazine. He is a second
generation logger with over 40 years of
hands on experience in timber harvesting.
Rab’s magazine is available both in print
and online and he is very active on Twitter
and Facebook.

www.forestmachinemagazine.com
g @forestmachineoj
A @forestmachineoperatorjobs
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Collins Farming &
Forestry Services Ltd

www.collinsfarmingandforestry.co.uk

* Hedge and woodland coppicing with excavator and tree
shear/grab * Poplar and large tree dismantling with high
reach material handler and grapple saw ¢ Timber
extraction and purchasing ¢ BSL registered supplier of
dried and screened virgin woodchip * Wood fuel chipping
to G30, G50 and CHP specs

07850 988 808 /01728 660 271
info@collinsfarmingandforestry.co.uk
Valley Farm, Saxmundham, Suffolk IP17 2LR

v/ Logs from 1"-11" / Planks
/ Pallets v/ Posts

Easy to assemble ¢ Safe to use ¢ Fast and efficient

The Timber Croc is manufactured in Ireland and is copyright and
ﬂ% patent approved. Timber Croc stands alone as the only log holder
that is completely self adjusting. Securely holding logs of only 1”

in diameter to heavy trunks at 11”. The Timber Croc requires zero
adjustment and will never leave you a log of awkward length to split.

The independently hanging teeth allow for anything round or square
to be gripped securely, making for cutting timber a much safer one
person job. The Timber Croc stands taller off the ground making the
Working height hip level minimalising backache and fatigue.

The rows of teeth top and bottom, alleviate the dangers of a
“spinning log” while this extra clearance removes the possibility
of grounding the saw.

No other person
required. Work safer
and faster on your own.

Work taller, help prevent
backache and avoid
the temptation to place
a foot on the log

TIMBER CROC SAW HORSE

UK Agent Murdoch McEwan: 07710 667060 Email: murdoch@timbercroc.com
Buy online at www.timbercroc.com
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Police advice to avoid theft of kit

Theft from vans

Police are advising those who work
in rural industries not to leave a van
containing tools unlocked - make
sure it is secure at all times even
when you are working and do not
leave kit in your vehicle overnight.

* Vehicles should be locked at all
times and all tools should be prop-
erty marked. Tools left in the vehicle
should be locked securely within a
solid tool vault bolted to the sides or
bottom of the vehicle.

* When leaving your vehicle over-
night, park in well-lit areas and near
your home if at all possible - with the
most expensive tools removed from
the vehicle.

* Vehicle alarms may prove to be
a good investment especially if you
rely on your tools for your livelihood.
You can register any specialist tools
and equipment on www.immobilise.
com

* If you see anyone acting suspi-
ciously around a van, please call po-
lice immediately on 999.

Mark your property

Marking your property is a positive
way to fight crime, it can act as a
deterrent, it allows you to prove
ownership and helps you to identify
your property easily if it is offered
for sale. Marking your property also
provides a means for the police to

identify stolen goods and return
them to their owners.

« You can use Vvisible markers
(marker pens, waterproof paint,
stencils, engraving or specialist
overt marking kits) or invisible mark-
ers, such as UV pens or specialised
forensic kits (eg SmartWater).

¢ You can put any kind of mark on
your property to distinguish it from
other similar items. This could be
your postcode pre-fixed with the
number of your address eg 63 WR6
2BB.

¢ A post code is unique to your
property, which most organisations
recognise and allows the goods to
be identified and returned to you.
Just putting a name or symbol on
the property makes it identifiable,
but does not provide details to the
police of who owns the property
and where it came from.

« It is strongly recommended that
you take a photo of all your valuables
and make a note of any distinguish-
ing marks, including where and how
you have property marked it. You
can then print the photographs off
and keep in a safe place, load onto
your computer or keep on a mem-
ory stick. By having these records if
your property is stolen you will have
as much information as possible to
give to the police and also pass to
retailers and other organisations to
help locate your property.

Operators comment

“l work in Wales, mainly in south Wales. So far

this year, theft of fuel, batteries and damage to
equipment, has been regular throughout the area.
On average every 2 to 3 weeks. We got hit ourselves
7 days ago, and they took 3000lts of fuel and
batteries. The fuel tanks were well of any extraction
tracks a good distance in the wood , they were
locked and we had placed logs through the top of
the tanks. They brought there own keys, started

a machine and use it to push the logs off, cut the
locks, carried them out to the road, emptied them,
then drained all the machines.”

“The question should be has anyone NOT
experienced theft!! Mostly diesel and batteries for us
accompanied by some mindless vandalism. Parking
machinery anywhere near public access/roads is a
recipe for trouble.”

“We put up signs with Satellite Security and some
real looking cameras and that did help. We were
working in pretty remote areas in Northern Alberta
Canada. We made it all look very professional. That
was 10 years ago. We had a lot of theft up to that
point.”

“You can get trail cams that have SIM cards and
send you a picture or video right to you phone.”

All comments from Forest Machine Operators blog

FTN5-17
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Swedish timber trailers and cranes
From 1.3 to 15 tonne capacity
Full range of telescopic cranes
Minimal ground impact and damage

Specialist trailers for use with ATVs

Fuelwood (Warwick) Ltd

AVESTA-VAGNEN

Stands S1, S2,
S3,S4, S5

www.fuelwood.co.uk

Timber Extraction

t: 01926 484673
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e Chipper Hire, short or long term hire

available! simple solutions for greener heating
e Chipper sales, new or used with part suppliers of MCS accredited wood burmning boilers
exchange and finance available!

e Servicing available for all chippers, also
offering on site servicing!

v/ Offer the complete range of wood log boilers
v/ Two complete ranges Angus Super and Angus Orligno 200
v Output range 18kW, 25kW, 40kW, 60kW, 80kW, 96kW and 130kW
Covering the South West! v Products fully MCS certified
' v/ Grants available under Renewable Heat Incentive
v 92% Heat Efficiency
v Significantly reduce
heating costs
v Incorporate into
existing heating system

APPROVED PRODUCT

MCS

HETAS

www.ecoangus.co.uk 01934 862642

Eco Green
w Composting Equipment
. T: 01260 223 273
King Feeders UK . info@kingfeeders.co.uk

Why buy Eco Green?

v Range from 5 cubic metre to 30
v Durable and robust construction
v Heavy duty 4 auger machine

v/ Alternative more economical 2
auger model

v Heavy duty boron blades with 2
bolt fixing

v Outlet discharge elevators built with
heavy duty stainless steel chain

v Emergency stop buttons on all
models as standard

v PTO / diesel / electric drives
v Rear loading hopper as standard

v Large comprehensive range of
spares with next day delivery

v Nationwide in-house support team
v User safety training on all machines

www.ecogreencomposting.Cco.uk . Feisie payment plans with

guaranteed buy back
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TECHNOLOGY

Data or your life

MySafety app is coming to the forest

Increasingly, as technology advances, 21st
Century forestry is demanding better data
flows: Business intelligence for yield fore-
casting both in the forest and throughout
the wood-based industries to optimise
capital investments, Internet of Things for
forest machine servicing, and availability to
optimise operational management at the
sharp end in the forest. However, to date,
despite the ubiquity of mobile phones, lit-
tle advantage has been taken to deploy
that technology and protect those working
in the forest, and thereby safeguard the in-
dustry’s investment in its scarce and skilled
human resource.

Fortunately, the MySafety App project,
funded by Scottish Forestry Trust in 2018
and with support from Scottish Woodlands
Ltd and Egger Forestry, is about to shift
the forest industry Back to the Future.

MySafety App was conceived by two
Aberdeen University Forestry gradu-
ates, who were both keen to give some-
thing back to the industry - Colin Mann
formerly MD of Scottish Woodlands and
Stephen Bartlett, who runs a software
company specialising in compliance and
risk solutions mainly within the health sec-
tor. Aware of the need to engage opera-
tors fully in the industry’s safety processes
and the enormous potential of technology,
their motive was to supplement the indus-
try’s high-level efforts to enhance personal
safety.

This agile project, with its series of rap-
id, iterative development phases and oper-
ational trials, will ensure the app’s usability
is optimised so it can be adopted widely by
those most at risk in our forests. Trials have
already started and the MySafety App is
expected to be available to all those in For-
estry in 2020.

The cost of a life

Forest accidents can be very costly for op-
erators, their families and other industry
stakeholders, through:

* lost income.

¢ cost of handling incidents for both
FWMs and contractors, which can be many
tens of thousands of pounds.

Technology will change the
industry’s culture

In recent years, the forestry industry has
made great efforts to improve its safety
processes. However, to date, it has not ex-
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ploited the full potential of mobile technol-
ogy to drive a change in its safety culture;
minimise the numbers of forest incidents,
and reduce those associated costs.

It is anticipated that the disruptive po-
tential of MySafety’s social media features:
i.e. use of photos and channel messaging
to support collaboration hubs, will cause
significant change in the industry’s’ safety
culture and deliver those other important
benefits.

MySafety will facilitate incident report-
ing and ensure it is practical for everyone in
the industry to provide an extensive data-
set of information on every incident, simply
by pressing just a few keys on their smart
phone. The rich sets of data captured by
MySafety will also allow formal analysis of
the industry’s safety triangle for the first
time ever.

Working closely with the industry and
HSE, MySafety’s initial specification to
capture information on incidents has al-
ready been extended to capture operator
competency information. Those individual
logbooks will be held in the system’s core
database of competencies and certificates.
In turn, that centralisation will further im-
prove the industry’s efficiency of handling
personal data, cut admin costs and free
Forest Managers’ time.

GET INVOLVED

MySafety is now being trialled by several
established organisations and their teams.
Our initial feed-back will be from a small
group of Operators, Contractors and
Forest Work Managers and participation
by others who are interested in the App’s
development is welcomed.

* To trial the App, please mail
c.mann@lfi-silva.com or
stephen.bartlett@invigilatis.com

¢ the first trial version is only in the App-
Store but subsequent versions will also be
available as Android apps

* you can find MySafety on the AppStore
by searching for ms10.

¢ please provide your email address
when you enter your Personal Information
during the MySafety Registration.

» Safety check

* Incident Reporting

* Competency log for trainees

 Competency diary for experienced
operators

e Messaging for team communications

e Lone Working Support

* Emergency Alert

* Daily Safety Updates

Operator - admin efficiencies/time gains

* easy incident reporting

¢ reduced admin - just one repository
for certificates and competencies

Contractor - admin efficiencies, time

gains and reduced costs

* immediate awareness of team issues

« visibility of all teams

¢ one source for all operators’
certificates and competencies which
are up to the minute

Forest work manager - admin

efficiencies, time gains and reduced costs

* immediate awareness of site issues

» visibility of all sites

e one source for all operators’
certificates and competencies which
are up to the minute

Owners - improved operational
awareness

Industry - improved understanding of its
safety triangle, lower levels of incidents
and enhanced safety culture
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Seeusat

Stand K2

- Nomanual handling. Loads and unloads itself
- Processorslogs up to 15 inches diameter

» Produces 6 cubic meters per hour

- Supplied with 2, 4 or 6 way spiltter

- Compete one person processing

Reaching
heights safely

m Extensive range of compact
tracked ‘Spider’ access platforms

m Compact machines able to
access difficult to reach areas

m Manoeuvres through standard
gateways and narrow paths

m Track widening
system & greater
ground clearance

m Established 1999

I
UK agents for

Promax Access Ltd
Unit 8, Acorn Phase 3,
High Street, Grimethorpe,

Barnsley, South Yorkshire S72 7BD
Email: sales@promaxaccess.com
\Web: www.promaxaccess.com

Tel: 01226 716657

Unit 17, Hirwaun Industrial Estate, Hirwaun, Aberdare CF44 9UP Fax: 01226 716658

JOE
TURNER
EQUIPMENT

01789 763958 @ @

PRODUCT RANGE

* Hedgecutters

* Firewood

* Log Splitters

e Agricultural

* Forestry

* Flails

* Excavator attachments
* Firewood grapple

e Saw attachments

* Remote control mowers

PLUS...

* Used machinery
* Rotor balancing
* Spares

Heavy Duty Excavator Flail Heads Available

Hakki Pilke Firewood Processors - Finland

Specialists in new, second-hand, reconditioned hedgecutters

T 01789 763958 * F 01789 400330 * M 07836 589699 * E sales@joeturnerequipment.co.uk * www.joeturnerequipment.co.uk
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TIMBER TRANSPORT

Carbon
hauling
carbon

by Roland Stiven,
Timber Transport Forum

ack in 2013, carbon emissions and
3 related climate change were becom-

ing a priority issue for society and
the Timber Transport Forum thought that it
was time to quickly get a handle on the car-
bon footprint of timber transport. Society
is finally catching up and both the Scottish
and Westminster Governments have rec-
ognised there is a climate emergency with
challenges for us all on how it is addressed.

Forestry, of course, is seen as one of the
saviours and there are calls for more ambi-
tious targets for new planting to soak up
the carbon emissions from other sectors.
Trees absorb carbon and mills are increas-
ingly low carbon, burning biomass residue
to help heat and power their processes.
Sawn timber and board products seques-
ter carbon for the lifetime of the products
and can enter the biomass fuel supply chain
thereafter. In addition, timber can displace
more energy costly materials such as con-
crete and steel. So far, so good.

Timber haulage, however, remains stub-
bornly reliant on diesel. With a timber wag-
on delivering around six miles per gallon
we are burning fossil carbon to haul wet
logs (with much the same weight in wa-
ter) across the country from forest to mill.
Rail and coastal shipping can play a part in
reducing emissions, but road haulage will
continue to be required for the large major-

ity of timber movements.

The Forum’s 2013 carbon footprint
study was thorough - it took account of
the fuel used by lorries on different types
of road but also; the fossil fuel energy be-
ing used to manufacture and maintain ve-
hicles, the energy cost of tyres over the
life of the vehicle and the energy used to
construct or maintain a typical density of
forest and public roads. It then put the tim-
ber transport element in context looking at
the whole forest and timber lifecycle from
ground preparation and planting, through
timber processing, retailing to end users
and ultimately the end use, recycling and
end of life scenarios for timber.

What became apparent through the
carbon footprint study was, that although
haulage was the largest carbon emit-
ting processes in the supply chain, timber
transport emissions are relatively small,
accounting for only 6% of the emissions
arising from producing one tonne of sawn
timber and 15% for producing one tonne of
biomass fuel. We also took some comfort
that we were contributing to an overall very
beneficial supply chain.

In the wider world there have been emis-
sion reductions in many sectors, through

Cumulative emissions from the growth, production, use (in place of brick cladding) and
disposal (incineration with heat recovery) of 1 (oven dry) tonne of sawn timber
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energy efficiency and renewable energy
supplies and now even car manufacturing is
finally starting to move to electric at scale.
Heavy freight however is the last bastion of
diesel with transport generally being the
one sector that has made little headway in
reducing emissions.

Quite which way heavy haulage will go
remains up for discussion. LPG gas (rather
than diesel) engines provide a currently via-
ble route to reducing emissions. TESLA has
produced an electric ‘semi’ truck and Volvo
has recently created an electric [shipping]
container-carrying lorry prototype, but the
weight of the battery reduces load capacity
and range and, besides, where are you go-
ing to plug your lorry in? On YouTube you
will find examples of electrified roads and
tram-like electric motorway approaches to
charging lorries en route. Hydrogen may be
an answer in some places using the over-
supply of renewable energy production ca-
pacity compared with grid capacity in some
areas to produce hydrogen as a fuel for
trucks. The technology is straightforward
with hydrogen-fuelled buses already being
used in the UK. The supply and fuelling in-
frastructure would need to be developed.

It may all seem somewhat futuristic but
the age of diesel is waning and investment
in research and development is going to-
wards decarbonised transport. Timber
transport will, as ever, need to adapt.

EVENT

We hope to address this and other
issues at the 2020 Timber Transport
Conference which will be held at the
North Lakes Hotel in Penrith on 20
March 2020. Details and links to the
carbon footprint study can be found at
https://timbertransportforum.org.uk
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See us at stand W1

Produces high quality barbeque
charcoal/biochar in a fraction of the
time taken by traditional ring kilns.

www.carboncompost.co.uk
01392 431454

Peverstone
Cullompton,
Devon EX15 1RW

loglogic

loglogic.co.uk

TOOLTRAK 75

The multi purpose compact tool carrier:
.
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Quality refurbished woodchippers and stump grinders
All makes and models of chipper and grinder
3” to 12” tracked, road tow and PTO
All refurbished machines sold with 30 day warranty

Call us on 01325 377 475 or 07484 081795
Email john@msonwoodchippers.com
www.masonwoodchippers.com

The ultimate post driver for
the professional fencer

Difficult terrain and
inaccessible places
no problem

M8 Tracked
Post Driver
220°

Distributor: Davies Implements Ltd
Tel: 01267 237726
Email: sales@daviesimplements.co.uk
www.vectorpowerdrive.com

CONFOR.ORG.UK




An update following the
annual meeting of the Bracken
Control Groups at Ingram,
Northumberland in June 2019

t is estimated by Fera that bracken cur-

rently infests some 2m ha - around 8% of

the UK land surface, and, because of in-
creased pesticide regulation, coupled with
reduced availability of grants, this infesta-
tion is expanding at between 2-3% per year.
As a result control measures which peaked
in 2011 at around 14,000ha just prior to the
EC revocation have now fallen to an annual
figure closer to 5000ha.

The difficulties of managing bracken in
forest establishment are well rehearsed, as
if not controlled it will at best put the young
crop in check, or in dense infestations will
smother and kill the crop. It is a fierce com-
petitor to the crop, with an established
infestation consisting of upwards of 300
tonne/ha fresh weight including up to 1.5
kilometres/ha of underground rhizomes. It
also harbours tick borne diseases, creating
a hazardous environment for forestry staff.

Asulox (asulam)

Asulam, currently sold by UPL as Asulox,
is the key herbicide used in the UK for the
control of bracken, predominantly by aer-
ial application. While glyphosate will also
control bracken it cannot be sprayed from
the air and has the potential to kill not only
bracken, but any vegetation such as grass
or heather which it is wished to retain.

UK is unique in Europe in having a se-
vere bracken problem, this being traced
back to the influence of medieval farming
practices, and the effect of reasonable lev-
els of fertility on lowland and lower upland
soils. The only other country worldwide
with a similar problem is New Zealand.

Asulox was first marketed in 1965 by
Dagenham based May & Baker, later to be
absorbed by the French company Rhone

CONFOR.ORG.UK

PESTICIDES NOTEBOOK
COLIN PALMER

Poulenc, which itself became absorbed
into the German Bayer group. As a result of
new EC regulation, from 1991 all pesticides
have to be re-authorised on a five-year ba-
sis, and around half of the 600+ pesticides
used in Europe failed these new stringent
criteria, asulam among them.

This was a surprise, as asulam has an
excellent human and environmental pro-
file, and the evidence submitted strongly
supported these attributes. Unfortunately,
though, the Swedish authorities (who did
not have a bracken problem at the time)
noticed that the submission had not fol-
lowed the strict EC protocol in one minor
area. This concerned a breakdown product
which, at higher rates is used as a pharma-
ceutical, and as Bayer market this medicine
they used the data generated to support
this use. However, the data was generated
according to a pharmaceutical protocol -
and the EC require tests to be undertaken
to a slightly different pesticides protocol.
So asulam was a refused registration on
what was a technical issue.

UK is unigue in Europe in having
a severe bracken problem

At about this time, Bayer, having ab-
sorbed a number of pesticide companies,
was divesting itself of some of the minor
products, asulam among them. Fortu-
nately, asulam has a strong presence as a
general herbicide worldwide in a number
of crops as diverse as sugar cane and ba-
nanas, so it was purchased by the British
company UPL to market worldwide out-
side of Europe.

As a result of this loss of asulam in
Europe, the Bracken Control Group was
formed in 2011 to support the EC re-reg-

istration of asulam. The group is adminis-
tered by the Heather Trust, largely through
the work undertaken by the chief execu-
tive, Simon Thorpe, and Confor is a mem-
ber. Following representations from the
bracken control group, UPL commenced
the process for re-registration in Europe,
and the dossier was submitted in 2014,
which, if successful should gain an EC
registration in 2020. However, new regula-
tions on endocrine disrupters may require
further data and delay. Once registered in
the EC it will then need to be registered in
the UK which will take a further two years,
so will hopefully be re-registered for use in
Britain in 2022.

In the meantime, section 53 of the EC
regulation caters for emergency approvals,
which are handled on a country by country
basis. The Bracken Control Group, through
the Heather Trust, coordinate this applica-
tion which has to be submitted annually
in liaison with UPL, and to date, including
2019, authorises use between July 1st and
the end of October.

Control measures

Herbicides continue to be the most ef-
ficient means of control. Other measures,
such as cutting, rolling and cattle grazing
will, over time, reduce the intensity of the
infestation, but are likely to be impractical
in most forest establishment programmes.
Mulching may also be considered on small-
er scale plantations.

A site visit by the Bracken Control Group
to a long term field trial using non chemi-
cal techniques illustrates the shortcomings
of using mechanical control techniques as
shown in these photographs.

Current practice is to use a pre plant-
ing aerial application of Asulox under
the Emergency Regulations, or, if the ter-
rain permits, an application of Asulox or
glyphosate by crop sprayer. A licence has
to be gained for each aerial application,
and these are handled by the Environment
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ARE ALWAYS LOOKING TO
BUY LARGE QUANTITIES
OF STANDING TIMBER

Unmanaged woodland?

Overstood coppice starting to fall over?
Timber growth stopped due to much competition?

» All hardwood species sought

Oak, Ash, Sweet Chestnut,
Hornbeam, Sycamore

Thinning, coppice and clear-fell
All softwood species of interest

Felling licences arranged to meet
your woodlands needs

South East Forestry can help with
your woodland management needs
and provide economic returns.

We are looking to purchase large volumes
of woodland grown standing timber from
unmanaged and managed woodlands.

South East Forestry: We buy - We fell - We sell
Call John Davieson 01580819179 or 07759 567801

www.southeastforestry.co.uk
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Agency in England, NRS in Wales and SNH
in Scotland. The criteria are rigorous and
areas will be restricted by the presence of
watercourses, together restrictions con-
cerning wildlife and favoured non target
plants.

Unfortunately, neither of the two key
herbicides asulam and glyphosate will
penetrate the full length of these rhizomes
and any out of reach adventitious buds
will produce new fronds the following year,
which, if untreated, will, within four years
return the infestation to pre spraying con-
dition. So follow up treatments will be re-
quired until the crop becomes competitive,
and none are particularly attractive op-
tions (see panel).

The future
Non chemical options continue to be re-
searched by Tom Gledhill of Historic Eng-
land, supported by many decades of work
by Rob Marrs & others, but the most prom-
ising potential comes from five decades
of research by Roy Brown, formally from
the University of Bangor. This work has in-
cluded research into alternative herbicides,
with extremely promising results from the
use of amidosulfuron, currently available in
the UK as Eagle. Amidosulfuron has been
demonstrated to provide excellent bracken
control with an excellent operator safety
profile. Some 300+ treatment plots assess-
ing some 60 environmental variables has
shown that while not as environmentally
benign as asulam, the characteristics of
the product should provide sufficient con-
fidence to support an offlabel use in for-
estry as a spot treatment follow up to pre
planting asulam or glyphosate treatments.
Earlier work commissioned by Forest
Research has indicated that the herbicide
displays good crop safety - and indeed it
has been safely used in Christmas trees
for many years for the control of cleavers.
The environmental data is available for the

Asulox by knapsack sprayer

The Emergency Approval makes this option very difficult, as the maximum
concentration permitted is 10ml per litre water. So at 10L/ha product this means
1000L application per ha - which in any case is disallowed by the regulations which
disallow runoff. A possible option is to spray twice using 3L/ha in 300L water/ha -
although this will provide reduced level of control.

Note that hand held CDA/ULV spinining disks, or weedwiper use are not permitted.

Asulox by quad bike and sprayer
The full 10L/ha rate can be used - but only on suitable terrain

Glyphosate by knapsack, CDA or weedwiper

Glyphosate can be used at a rate of 20ml/L in a knapsack, a maximum of 33%
solution in a CDA applicator or as a 1 part to 2 parts water in a weedwiper.
Glyphosate certainly has a usable set of options for applying by hand held
equipment, but does not have the crop safety characteristics of asulam. It is
preferable, therefore, to apply as late as possible in the bracken spraying season,
possibly in early September, when most conifers will have sufficient wax to repel the
herbicide. Avoiding the crop as much as is feasible is, though, a prudent precaution,
and an absolute necessity in the case of broadleaved crops.

Cutting

By hand or strimmer will release the crop from check if done in June - ideally when
the bracken is no more than 0.5m tall.

Quad Bike in inter row mower of roller
In June and again mid summer if necessary if access and terrain permit.

industry to use, should the forestry sector
decide that the investment in applying for
approval in forestry (circa £3,000) can be
justified.

Conclusion

With political thinking looking more posi-
tive towards commercial forestry, land cur-
rently covered in bracken is likely to be fa-
vourably considered for planting, as these
areas become less attractive for upland
farming or conservation interests.

The continued use of herbicides to as-
sist establishment is likely to continue to
be the preferred option for control, at least
in the short term, and recognising the un-
certainties over continued availability of
asulam and glyphosate, it may well be pru-

dent to consider an application for the use
of amidosulfuron to assist successful crop
establishment.

MEMBER SERVICES
Pesticides helpline

Pesticides helpline is a free service
operated by Confor’s crop protection
adviser Colin Palmer on behalf

of Confor members. Colin can be
contacted 8am to 8pm Mondays to
Fridays on 01531 633500 (leave a
message if necessary) or by email to:
branchline@xIn.co.uk

6”, 8” & 10” capacity mills available

Stands S1, S2,
S3,S4, S5

Swing blade cuts up to 10”x 20” beams

Dedicated slabbing mill options

Quick set-up time on any terrain

Weatherboard & planing attachment options

FTN5-17
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Fuelwood (Warwick) Ltd

www.fuelwood.co.uk

Portable Saw Mills

t: 01926 484673
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MOTOR

‘Mountain goat’ with a cuit following

Eamonn Wall has been
running a Panda 4x4 in his
firm over the past few years.
It has now covered 54,000
miles. So is it any good?

have always been a fan of small

cars and when as a student

working in the Alps, | noticed
that compact Mark One Panda 4x4s
and Subarus were the favourite ve-
hicles among mountain dwellers.
So many years’ later in my role as
a car reviewer | got the chance to
test drive both the petrol and diesel
versions of the current Panda 4x4
which is the third reiteration of this
model.

The first Panda looked like a mini
Land Rover Defender with its flat
metal panels and flat windscreen. It
was a well-loved vehicle and stayed
in production for nearly 20 years.

The current model is also a great
looking car in its 4x4 state, with
raised ground clearance and dif-
ferent front and rear bumpers. All
Pandas now have five doors, and
with their upright stance are surpris-
ingly roomy for their length. Much
was made about the use of squared
off circles (known as squarcles) in
the design (for controls, pockets,
steering wheel, inserts, etc) which is
good fun.

The diesel version is a well prov-
en four-cylinder 1.3 litre Fiat engine,
which comes with a five speed gear-
box and does 54mpg. The more
unusual engine is the award winning
two-cylinder 850cc 85bhp petrol
Twin Air Fiat engine, which comes
with a six speed gearbox and does
44mpg. The longer geared Twin Air
model cruises quietly at high motor-
way speeds, whilst the diesel’s lower
top gear gets noisy at such speeds.
The Twin Air model is also cheaper
to buy.

The interior design is good and
our model’s pumpkin interior is
novel and well liked. The boot is sur-
prisingly spacious (fits a large dog
easily) and the car is well kitted out,
including Bluetooth, heated seats
and windscreen.

The four wheel drive system is
very good. In normal circumstances
power goes to the front wheels and
when slippage is detected power

is automatically shifted to the rear
wheels, in the same way as it would
in a Discovery Sport or VW Tiguan.
However the Panda 4x4 has a spe-
cial button for calling up drive to all
four wheels which you can engage
before moving off, say on a slippery
steep snow covered incline. It works
very well and removes front wheel
slippage while power is being shift-
ed rearwards. Even BBC’s Top Gear
drove one to the top of a mountain
beating Suzuki’s Ignis, for what it’s
worth!

Over the past 50,000 miles our
petrol Twin Air Panda 4x4 petrol has
proved to be a great wee 4 x 4. It
is great fun to drive and was excel-
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lent in the snowy winter of 2018. It
is great off-road, combining its light
weight and clever 4x4 system and
only its lack of mega ground clear-
ance prevents it beating a Discovery
off-road. Yes it’s the best small 4x4
x far being cheaper than a Suzuki
Jimny.

A more extreme Cross version
of the Panda 4x4 comes with even
higher ground clearance, but per-
haps is a bit jiggly on road.

Second-hand prices for low mile-
age Panda 4x4s start around £6,000
and new pre-registered ones from
£12,000. It is not surprising these
wee mountain goats of a car have a
cult following. Enjoy!

Eamonn Wall
FICForis a
forestry and
arboricultural
consultant and
managing
director of
Eamonn Wall
and Co Wood-
land Design and
Management.

CONFOR.ORG.UK



See us at

Stand R1

See us at stand C10

* Premium Quality Sawmill
Blades for Lumbermate, Wood-
Mizer, TimberKing and most

makes of mobile sawmill
e Technical Advice T: 01348 873179

+ Blade Sharpening M: 07887 544333
¢ Sawmill Training E: sales@stephencullblademaster.com

www.stephencullblademaster.com

The year’s leading
UK forestry event

The Confor Woodland Show, = meet the forestry professionals
returning to Longleat on 05/06  representing every sector from nurseries
September, is for anyone to processors

interested in forestry providing . see demos and static displays of the

an excellent opportunity for latest forest machinery and equipment

those working in the industry
to meet existing and potential
customers. Whether you are

a business or an interested
individual there will be
something for you throughout
the two-days:

» hear what the experts have to say in
a lively programme of seminars and
debates, with the running theme of
forests and climate change

- enjoy the superb surroundings of the
Longleat Estate

'Confor

WOODLAND

SHOW 5th-6th SEPTEMBER

LONGLEAT ESTATE

v
-y

3 Wy
www.conforwoodlandshow.org.uk
L L e Y
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SHROPSHIRE FORESTRY
CONTRACTORS

WANTED

STANDING TIMBER ALL SPECIES INCLUDING SOFT WOOD
ALL SPECIES AND GRADES OF TIMBER AVAILABLE FOR DELIVERY

ALSO OAK, ELM (PLAIN AND BURRS), BIG 4"
ASH AND FIGURED SYCAMORE \¢

(]
TOP PRICES AND PROMPT PAYMENT plun'o‘l

CONTACT: JOHN HALL, FAIRACRES, COUNDMOOR,
CRESSAGE, SHREWSBURY SY5 6AY

Telephone 01694 731621 CHAIN SAW OIL © 2-STROKE OIL = SAW BLADE OIL
Fax: 01694 731624 Mobile: 07802 366653 FREEPHONE 0800 013 7363 www.plantoil.co.uk

| CERTIFICATION  MACHINERYEQUIPMENT ~ WOODLAND MANAGEMENT
PRUNING MADE|Z,1) {

Silky Fox Saws
Foxley Estate Office,

FOREST

WIDLAND MARAGEMENT BY QUALIFIED 5§

Mansel Lacy, » All aspects of woodland management and design
Hereford HR4 7HQ

» Woodland creation, establishment and maintenance
» Timber harvesting and marketing

FSC certified forestry Group scheme » Arboricultural surveys and assessments

offering UKWAS certification to forest
owners and managers in the UK Tel: 01981 590224
Fax: 01981 590355

The world’s finest pruning saws [t}

Contact us today: 01386 554 027

office@abbeyforestry.co.uk
www.AbbeyForestry.couk

www.forestcertification.org.uk

QUALITY OAK
REQUIRED

NET SACKS/
NET BAGS Standing

or felled

Good price paid
for large clean
planking logs

Also interested
in other grades

Whippletree

Tel: 01763 208966
Fax: 01763 208977

Advertise your forestry business in F&TN
Contact Laura on 01502 725 866
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SMALL WOODLAND OWNER
PROFESSOR JULIAN EVANS OBE FICFor

Trail cameras

e’ve all seen how beneficial a trail cam is in
TV wildlife programmes to spot a snow leop-
ard or capture an astonishing kill. We’ve even

seen footage from cameras strapped to birds. But what
role might such gear have for the small woodland own-
er?

Trail cameras are not expensive, starting at around
£120. They take pictures and/or videos triggered by
movement. In daytime they are just like an ordinary cam-
era or smart phone, and at night give a black and white
image of much poorer definition based on infrared sens-
ing. Either way they allow you to monitor what is going
on when you are not there.

My first trial was to confirm what | suspected that
deer were back in my ‘deer-fenced’ woodland! | set up
the camera strapped to a hawthorn tree and focused it
on a stump of freshly browsed hazel. Not only did | re-
cord a fine image of a roe but also a wretched muntjac
appeared in a later frame. Both deer species prevalent
in the locality had found there way back into the wood.

The second siting focused the trail cam on the en-
trance area, partly to see how far from the gates it would
be triggered and partly out of curiosity concerning who
or what was coming and going. In view of the increas-
ing prevalence of fly-tipping in general, monitoring one’s
main access point could be useful.

The results were unexceptional: a colleague’s vehicle,
a roe deer, a hare and a fox. Also at 35 m from the en-
trance it was too far to be triggered by passing traffic on
the lane and certainly too far to identify a culprit dump-
ing any rubbish.

Later in the week, visiting a friend’s wood, his two
trail cameras had similarly revealed the usual mammals
but his interest was to identify the best locations where
deer browsing occurred in order to set up his high seat
for culling. He was pleased with the evidence assembled
and, for him, the camera was a new device in his wood-
land management toolkit.

As with all new bits of kit, getting used to it and gain-
ing experience helps make the most. The trail cam is a

definite addition, and certainly more than just amuse-
ment. Its dull, dark green, almost muddy colour disguis-
es it well and anxiety that it would be spotted and stolen
has much diminished provided, of course, it is carefully
sited. Perhaps in a later piece in FTN | will report further
images, such as from the spot where | suspect badgers
are forcing there way under the fence, but meanwhile
here is the one of the very first and certainly the ‘best’
image to date - if wasn’t that | didn’t want the animal to
be there in the first place!!

As with everything, the more one can learn about
one’s woodlands the better.

By the way my wife is so impressed with the trail cam
she wants to set it up in our garden to see what wild-
life is there, particularly hoping to confirm the signs of
a hedgehoag.

Deer caught by
the trail cam -
the feeble tent-
like protection of
hazel stumps in
the background
didn’t work.

Low power requirement

300mm - 860mm capacity infeed diameter

PTO, electric or engine drive options

FTN5-17 Fuelwood (Warwick) Ltd

CONFOR.ORG.UK

Class leading chippers producing G30, G50 & G100 fuel

3pt link, chassis mounted or lorry chipper options

www.fuelwood.co.uk

Stands S1, S2,
S3, 84, S5

t: 01926 484673

Biomass Wood Chippers
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FORESTRY IN
PICTURES

Beth Kelsall, delivery co-ordinator,
City of Trees

Beth joined the City of Trees team in August
2013 after completing a degree in Wildlife

& Practical Conservation (BSc Hons) at the
University of Salford.

Beth currently co-ordinates the delivery of
all the teams’ practical activity including
tree planting, woodland management

and community engagement. A focus

in recent years has been on the DEFRA-
funded ‘Trees for Learning’ programme, of
tree planting with Primary Schools across
Greater Manchester. During the course of
this project, Beth has worked with over 100
schools to design and deliver bespoke tree
planting schemes and educational activities.
These projects have also involved working
closely with a range of different partners
such as charitable organisations, landowners,
regional and national businesses and
community groups. The collation of statistics,
budget management and collection of
feedback from a range of sources has also
been a key part of Beth’s responsibilities.

Want to see your picture here?

Forestry in Pictures is a regular feature in FTN. For
every issue, we select the most impacting photograph
sent by a reader. If you have a photo you would like to
see published here, please send your file to Stefanie.
kaiser@confor.org. Please include your name, brief
description of yourself and the picture and a credit.
Photos should relate to forestry and timber and be of
high-quality (minimum resolution 300dpi). Exceptional
pictures might be considered for the front cover of a
future FTN issue.

By submitting a picture to Forestry in Pictures you give
Confor permission to use the file for non-commercial
purposes in Forestry and Timber News or the Confor
website. Photos will always be credited.

COMING UP IN In October, we review this year’s Confor Woodland Show and will run a feature on

Environmental Innovation. Please get in touch by then end of August if you would

OCTOBER _ like to submit an article on innovative approaches or technologies to make our
industry even more environmentally friendly.

G ET | N\/O |_\/ E D Remember that FTN is your magazine - get in touch if you want to suggest edito-

rial or give us feedback on articles we have published in the past.

Confor members, send us your company’s news updates!

A reminder that additional information and downloads on topics and articles
throughout this issue is available online. FTN web resources is accessible
from the Confor homepage or directly via

www.confor.org.uk/FTNweb

Watch out for the mouse icon in this magazine!
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Paul Vidgen

Forest Machines Ltd

See us at

Stands W24
& W25

Forest Keep, Watersplash Lane, Ascot, Berkshire, SL5 7QP
Tel: 01344 873499 Email: info@pvfm.co.uk Web: www.pvim.co.uk
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The one stop forestry shop!

WOODLAND

SHDW

- @ WWW. jaSpWIISOFI co. uk

@ 01556 612233 =« info@aspwilson.couk & £ 9§




