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North East Strategic Economic Plan
100,000 More and Better Jobs by 2024



Our Economy: Progress since 2014

Increase in employment – especially in ‘better jobs’

Housing stock increasing and 21 Enterprise Zone sites launched

Success in securing foreign direct investment

Business base is growing and becoming more dynamic

Improving qualifications profile

Increase in employment rate and economic activity rates



Continuing performance gaps

GVA per head

If performance matched England excluding London would have:

North East LEP £19,658
England excl. London 

£23,659

114,000 additional jobs
25,800 additional 

businesses



Key issues for action

Continuing to grow jobs base and increasing quality of employment opportunities available

Ensuring individuals have skills and competencies to take up available job opportunities

Continuing to grow business base and to help existing businesses to grow

Investing and innovating to drive improvements in productivity



A time of change?

Continuing change in UK economic data – good employment growth numbers, but future challenges in 

terms of low growth rates, investment, pay and productivity.

Significant changes in the economic policy and investment environment:

• UK departure from the European Union in phases

Impacts on exchange rates, confidence and investment 

Changes to relationships, policies and funding 

Significant changes for North East economy depending on deal 

• Industrial Strategy implementation and wider policy agenda:

National resource streams focused on sectors and innovation

Focus on productivity and technology applications 

Local industrial strategies and future regional resource streams 

Environment Plan and Clean Growth

• Local changes across our geography stemming from devolution



Industrial strategy: 
Focusing on productivity and standards of living

UK Productivity challenge – UK underperforms compared 

with other countries 

Persistent Northern productivity challenge compared with 

the rest of the UK 

North of England 

Productivity compared 

with England, and England 

excluding London

Source: Cambridge Econometrics for 

Transport for the North, 2015(



Innovation and technology

Contributing factors
Source: Cambridge Econometrics for Transport for the North, 2015

Skills

Sectoral structure (rather than mix)

Enterprise – in terms of business start ups and growth 

Agglomeration and connectivity



Future productivity in the Northern Powerhouse:
North East opportunity

GVA per head (£000s), 2015 and 2050 ‘business as usual’ (BAU) and 

transformational economic scenarios
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North East Strategic Economic Plan: Areas of 
opportunity and programmes



Implications for Superwood partners? 

Longer term directions in policy and the economy

Clean growth, low carbon production

Bio-economy and natural assets in design, fuels, buildings

Digitalisation in design, production and logistics

North East priorities: Driving More and Better jobs and contributing to Local Industrial 

Strategy priorities

Business formation and growth

Driving innovation in products and processes

Jobs, skills, opportunities for local people

The economic infrastructure – housing, design, energy

The changing economy at a time of Brexit

Immediate opportunities and long term changes

Future of the land sector and wider rural economy

Changes in manufacturing and other sectors, supply chains, materials  
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More trees, more timber construction: 

making the North East the greenest 

region in England
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Christian Aid partner in Bangladesh, Nazmul Chowdhury: 
“Forget about making poverty history. Climate change will 
make poverty permanent.”
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Northumberland:

The Forest Friendly County

Peter Jackson, Leader, Northumberland County Council





Planting the future: Why 

the wood processing 

industry needs more trees

Simon Hart FICFor., FRICS, Business Development Manager 

Egger Forestry



Talk outline

Why we need more trees

Why aren’t we planting more?

What needs to change



Egger Hexham in 2018

43



Policy context-

afforestation targets

25 year Environment Plan- 7,500ha/yr England

UK Gov’s Committee for Climate Change-

27,000ha/yr, UK

Scottish Government Policy- 10-15,000ha/yr



The ingredients for 

afforestation

1. Forest land value premium

2. Ability to secure planting approval



What needs to change

1. Need to create a significant Forest land value 

premium

2. Ease ability to secure planting approval e.g. a 

Northumberland Forest Investment Zone

3. Political backing with regional targets.


