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“ A UK rich in 

native woods and trees 

for people and 

wildlife”
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Our Vision



How we see the external context
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Northern Forest
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Planting – the remaining barriers
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Where we do and where we don’t see eye to eye

We want to see more tree planting and we’re not anti-conifer 

BUT…

• The right tree in the right place – PAWS, species choice.

• Working with farming.

• Helping support UK nurseries / reducing pest and 

disease risks.

• We’re all part of the same sector – so what price a 

unified voice to the outside world?



Thank you 

for listening 
Not heard enough? 

I can tell you more

Name: Beccy Speight,  Chief Executive

Tel: 0343 770 5540
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Are we truly serious 
about tackling climate change? 

Stuart Goodall
CEO, Confor
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“In parts of Scotland, we are seeing greater 
emphasis on commercial forestry and the 
production of monocultures of fast growing 
trees, using … large-scale clear cuts; these 
damaging methods are no longer practiced 
in other countries.” Anne McCall, RSPB 
Scotland

“As rapidly as possible, replace the 
Forestry Commission’s exotic 
plantations in Upland Nature 
Areas with native woodlands and 
open spaces.” Chris Packham, A 
People’s Manifesto for Wildlife

www.scotsman.com/news/opinion/anne-mccall-modern-
managed-and-sustainable-woodland-must-be-scotland-s-
ambition-1-4805713
www.chrispackham.co.uk/a-peoples-manifesto-for-wildlife

http://www.scotsman.com/news/opinion/anne-mccall-modern-managed-and-sustainable-woodland-must-be-scotland-s-ambition-1-4805713
https://www.chrispackham.co.uk/a-peoples-manifesto-for-wildlife
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Committee on Climate Change 2018 Progress Report to Parliament 
on meeting UK emissions www.theccc.org.uk/publication/reducing-uk-
emissions-2018-progress-report-to-parliament/
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BSW environmental performance validation
Scottish Forest & Timber Technologies Roots for Further Growth
Conifer Breeding Co-operative
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Forestry is key to meeting 
climate change targets

Committee on Climate 
Change 2018 Progress 
Report to Parliament on 
meeting UK emissions 
www.theccc.org.uk/publica
tion/reducing-uk-emissions-
2018-progress-report-to-
parliament/
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Committee on Climate Change

“The UK has ambition amounting to annual 

afforestation rates of 20,000 hectares. 

Current rates are short of this ambition, at 

just under 9,000 hectares.

In more ambitious 
scenarios, we assume 
annual planting rates of 

50,000 hectares.”
www.theccc.org.uk/publication/land-
use-reducing-emissions-and-preparing-
for-climate-change/
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The Biomass economy
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The Biomass economy
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The many benefits of modern forestry 
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Local school children planting England’s largest 
new productive forest at Doddington Moor, 2017
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CAP funding per year 2014-20
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Why hasn’t it happened already?
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Lack of 
funding

Dislike of 
change

Fear of 
returning 

bad practice

Lack of 
confidence

Preference 
for ‘tech’ 
solutions

Adds up to a 
declining UK 

forest culture

Regulators are 
overly cautious
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Telling the forestry story
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Build alliances
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Forestry

Wildlife 
NGOs

Climate 
campaigners

Farmers

Architects

Communities

Planners

New 
materials
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Wood & the bioeconomy:
big opportunities, bigger challenges?

Dan Ridley-Ellis 
Centre for Wood Science and Technology

Edinburgh Napier University

Superwood: How forestry & timber can drive a low carbon economy

A Confor event, 14 December, Newcastle-upon-Tyne
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Bioeconomy, trees and timber

• Reduce non-renewables, jobs, climate change

• Raw materials are the backbone of industrial 

development

– Linked to well-being, health, standards of living

• Forestry is chief among the sources of biotic 

materials 

– includes natural rubber too

– although its not the only one (marine, agriculture etc)

• Foresters right now are influencing the 

supply for 2050
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Opportunities 

• More wood in construction
– Innovations like CLT

• More wood in manufacturing
– Innovations like modified & engineered wood

• More wood in bioenergy
– Including biorefineries for fuel

• Biocomposites and textiles

• Biochemicals

• Ecosystem services of trees & forests 
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Planting the future

Rise of offsite construction

The last 30 years
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Challenges

• We already made many of the decisions

• Public & industry views of forests are not 

aligned

• Development is too fixated on novelty

• The scale is huge

• Forestry also depends on the abiotic 

materials supply
– Metals, minerals, fuel, aggregates
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Need to change our thinking

• “Wood is abundant”

• “Industry can focus on just a few species”

• “We can continue to expect rising quality”

• “Price will remain low for basic products”

• So we will need ways of dealing with more 

variety and less information from past 

experience and extensive testing

• We must be better at directing to the right 

value streams – even before forest matures
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e.g. VERAM roadmap 2050 (Europe)

• Better resource efficiency

• Circular economy

• Sustainable development

• Reduced import dependency

• Emerging technologies

• Environmental challenges

• Societal changes
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Sustainable supply (Europe)

No! Correct quality

• Currently, forest increment > harvest

• Yet forest rich countries are net importers
– Economic reasons

– “Limited availability of the required wood varieties”
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What is not going on to help?
(e.g. for construction)

• Standardisation demanding more and more 

test information
– Problematic for minor species

– Problematic for recycled and reused timber

• Unfamiliarity of engineers with wood
– Also the other building professionals

– And skills shortages in the wood chain

• Habitual specification of the usual species

• Over specification of grade
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What is not going on to help?
(e.g. for construction)

• Junk and/or unverified “knowledge” (both 

positive and negative about wood)

• Green washing, ecobling & bad accounting

• Too much emphasis on locked in carbon

• Design without thought to reuse & recycling
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Preparing for future forests

• Different species
– New planting

– Using more of what we already have

• Familiar species but changed
– By climate change, pests and diseases

– By forest management

– By seed selection and tree breeding

• Especially now with genomic selection

• e.g. “Sitka spruced” project  https://www.forestry.gov.uk/fr/sitkaspruced

We will need ways of dealing with more variety and less 

information from past experience and extensive testing

https://www.forestry.gov.uk/fr/sitkaspruced
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Summary

• Wood is the material of the future (whatever we do)

• But renewable is not the same as limitless
– New planting needed 

– Planning ahead

– Availability needs to be an impact assessment parameter

– Need to be better at “forest fractionating”

– Can our biobased economy be “techno-commensalism”? 

• We need to align conflicting views of forests


