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BIOSECURITY ALERT
Xylella fastidiosa could devastate the UK’s environment

Xylella fastidiosa is a bacterial disease, which is extremely
difficult to control. Xylella affects a wide range of important
woody plants and broadleaved trees, including oaks, elms and
maples. It is spread by xylem-feeding insects. These insects can
spread Xylella within 1 hour of themselves becoming infected,
so dissemination of the disease between plants is rapid.

Xylella can only get to the UK on imported plants

Originating in the Americas, Xylella was identified in Europe in
2013. Brought in on live plant imports, Xylella is now in Italy,
Spain, France, Germany, Holland, Czech Republic and
Switzerland. In Italy, Xylella has put the olive industry in grave
danger. Many of these countries export large numbers of plants
to the UK. It is not known exactly where in Europe Xylella has
spread to, because not all host plants are known, and known

TO Leiniger, USDA Forest Service,

Symevios host plants may show no sign of Xylella infection.

Imported plants may show no sign of Xylella infection

There are 359 species of known host plants, and it is accepted that
there are more yet to be identified.

Very worryingly, some host plants may show no sign of infection
by Xylella, making it impossible to detect all infected plants.

Once in the UK, feeding insects could spread Xylella from the
infected imports to UK-grown nursery stock.

As such, the best control option is to keep Xylella out of the UK.

Edward L Barnard, Florids Department
of Agriculture Consumer Services, Bugwood.org

Keep Xylella out of the UK: demand British-grown trees
and remove the risk of Xylella infected imports
contaminating British-grown trees and woodlands

All of our trees are British-grown at Maelor throughout their life
and all of our trees are fully traceable from seed to planting site

sales@maelor.co.uk www.maelor.co.uk Tel: 01948 710606

Images supplied courtesy of Forest Research
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Are we on the cusp of a new era of
oroductive tree planting in the UK?

STUART GOODALL CHIEF EXECUTIVE, CONFOR

n Scotland, there is optimism that over

9000 hectares could be planted in 2017,

about 60% of that productive, and that

number could rise to nearer 12,000
hectares in 2018. In England, we’re seeing
large productive planting schemes coming
forward for the first time since the 1990s,
with Government ministers strongly backing
the planting of trees to produce wood.

In Wales, progress has been a little slower,
but interest is growing, not least in response
to an Assembly committee report that made
strong and specific references to commercial
forestry. In Northern Ireland, the opportunities
have been more limited, in part due to the
small average size of farm holdings.

If | can be blunt, this sea-change
in attitude and activity has
happened because of Confor,
and the significant time
and resource we’ve put
into lobbying and media
work.

In Scotland, officials
were prepared to
observe productive
planting scrape along
at around 1000-1500
hectares a year, and
productive restocking,

especially on the National
Forest Estate, barely
merited attention.

That has changed. The current Cabinet
Secretary, Fergus Ewing MSP, has now
acted on our suggestion on learning from
the planning sector and his natural support
for forestry is taking us even further than
expected.

In England, I’m pleased to see a new
attitude by forestry minister Thérése Coffey
in favour of large-scale productive planting,
and she will speak at our fringe event at the
Manchester Conservative Party Conference
as well as our Westminster conference on 29
November. We're also hosting a dinner with
Michael Gove in Manchester, to ensure he gets
the message as well.

Our ability to secure coverage of forestry,
and the need for productive planting and
restocking, on mainstream TV, radio and print
media has certainly helped to support our
lobbying, plus the excellent relations we have
built with a number of MPs.

This personal touch is also evident in
Wales, where Martin Bishop is now frequently
in contact with the Cabinet Secretary and a
range of AMs. We’re now also looking at what
more can be done in Northern Ireland.

When writing this leader, | decided against
using the phrase ‘renaissance in planting’

- not just because we’re leaving the EU

and the use of French may be considered
passé (groan!) - but because it was a little
premature. In a few years, though, that phrase
may just be very appropriate.



BEYOND THE COMMON AGRICULTURAL POLICY

A Common Countryside Policy

Eleanor Har
introduces Confor’s
new Brexit
discussion paper

A Common Countrysid
Securing @ vibmnt', g
the Common Agricu

/A CONFOR SPECIAL REPORT

e Policy

rees are not only a source of beau-
ty and wonder, living evidence of
our investment for future genera-
tions, they are also a carbon sink,
a way to manage flood risk and a
habitat for precious species.” So said Michael Gove
in his policy speech, The Unfrozen Moment, soon af-
ter his appointment as environment secretary.

Gove described his approach by quoting Byron:
“to love not man the less but nature more”. But he
understands that the ‘unfrozen moment’, although
he may describe it poetically, is about hard-nosed
economics. “Leaving the European Union means
leaving the Common Agricultural Policy, leaving the
Common Fisheries Policy, and taking back control of
environmental policy,” he said, “and in this unfrozen
moment new possibilities occur.”

Yet the majority of the policy proposals put for-
ward for what should replace the Common Agricul-
tural Policy (CAP) after Brexit have been, to continue
the metaphor, only half-defrosted. They have not en-
gaged with the huge opportunity which leaving CAP
offers, to break away from a narrow ‘agricultural’ pol-
icy, and to create an effective rural policy, integrating
forestry, renewable energy, tourism and leisure, and
the other uses of the land, along with farming.

This is Confor’s proposal, set out in its new policy
discussion paper A Common Countryside Policy.

We do not believe that economic, environmen-
tal and social development of the countryside are
an ‘either - or’. It is possible to create a rural policy
which will support profitable businesses, sustain vi-
brant rural communities, and reverse the centuries
of damage which have been done to our environ-
ment - but only by ensuring that forestry plays a
fully integrated role.

£

We may live on food - but we live in wood
It is the only large-scale renewable material we can
produce to build and furnish our houses, to capture

and store carbon economically, and to replace the
plastic and fossil fuels which pollute our oceans and
skies.

Moreover, the growing of timber can be com-
bined effectively with agriculture, and with habitat
and landscape restoration to multiply benefits to
productivity, people and the environment. Hill sheep
are warmer, and free-range chickens less stressed, in
the shelter of trees, raising both welfare standards
and productivity. Crops grow better, and soil and
water quality is higher in a partially wooded arable
landscape. Trees create opportunities for new busi-
nesses: mountain biking, woodland chalets, truffle-
growing, game-stalking.

Disintegration doesn’t add up

But unless these trees are a productive crop in them-
selves, producing firewood, roundwood, and eventu-
ally quality sawlogs, they will not be delivering the
economic benefits required for a UK rural policy af-
ter Brexit.

Forestry creates profit and sustains jobs: £2 bil-
lion and 80,000 jobs for the UK economy, accord-
ing to Forestry Commission figures. While there are
grants for new woodland creation, necessary to en-
able it to compete against subsidised farming, there
is no ongoing subsidy for established forestry.

In contrast, before subsidy, farms on average run
at a loss of £5500 in England and £25,000 in Scot-
land, while in Wales 56% of farms run at a loss. Mean-
while, environmental work is expected to be funded
entirely from the public purse. After Brexit, the £650
million funding this ‘business as usual’ in our coun-
tryside will come under severe pressure.

The rural sector needs trees, because out of the
profits of forestry comes the funding to pay for en-
vironmental benefits, and to secure and invest in tra-
ditional rural ways of life such as hill farming. The
‘disintegrated’ rural policy created by CAP is bad for
forestry - but it is a disaster for farming.

An opportunity we must not miss

reen future beyond
itural Policy

Change brings uncertainty, but also
opportunity. Brexit provides a vital
opportunity to rethink rural policy
to be inclusive and based on the
principles of sustainability, creating
more social and environmental
benefits as the countryside grows
economically.

A Common Countryside Policy
would offer the opportunity to throw
off the straightjacket of CAP and build
a sustainable rural future.

Forestry has a big part to play
in that sustainable future, as many

6 FORESTRY & TIMBER NEWS « October 2017

different organisations have realised.
The Soil Association has listed
bringing trees onto farms as its top
‘game-changer’ in post-Brexit land-
use policy.

As the UK leaves the EU, we can
map the way to a better countryside
- one that is greener and more
productive, offering better livelihoods.
We can leave the CAP and create
a CCP - a Common Countryside
Policy - that truly works for all. It is an
opportunity we must not miss.

Taken from the Confor Special Report

CONFOR.ORG.UK



£405 million

Forestry contributes
£2bn to UK GVA
and employs
80,000 people

social funding Pillar I
£242 million

THE CAP THAT DOESN’T FIT A COMMON
COUNTRYSIDE POLICY
Other rural Funding for ecosytem
business services, landscapes,
amenity, research,
Pillar | Environment and investment, innovation... Farming,

forestry, tourism,
sport, renewable
energy, and other
rural businesses

On average, farms in England
make a loss of £5500 and in
Scotland £25,000. In Wales, hill
farms require subsidy of £21,895
per employee to survive

Download at www.confor.org

Defrosting rural policy

Michael Gove’s ‘unfrozen moment’ reminds me of
the words of another Michael, the comic lyricist Mi-
chael Flanders, who joked of his musical partner:
‘Architecture, said Hegel, is frozen music; and Don-
ald Swann’s music has often been compared to de-
frosted architecture’.

It was actually Goethe who said it, not Hegel -
but it was the kind of Romantic but pertinent insight
that Gove was clearly aiming for in his speech. How-
ever, the phrase that came into my head was, ‘agri-
culture, said Gove, has frozen Europe; and forestry
could be the key to defrosting agriculture’. As any-
one who has walked along the edge of a forest on a
winter’s day, and seen cattle huddle in the unfrosted
strip in the shelter of the trees, this can sometimes
be literally true.

But it’s also an important metaphor, because if
we get the policy framework right, the economic vi-
brancy and strong sustainability framework of for-
estry will not just be free to ‘get away’ like a success-
fully established tree. It will also, like the mycorrhizal
relationship between different plants in a forest,
nurse up other sectors of the rural economy, at pre-
sent starved of investment and environmentally de-
graded.

To change the metaphor, as we have said in our
report, the CAP doesn’t fit. Let’s seize the opportu-
nity to create a new Common Countryside Policy
that works for everybody, and for the environment.

RESOURCES
Download the report at
www.confor.org

CONFOR.ORG.UK

Join our Common Countryside Policy

launch in Westminster

The Common Countryside Policy paper will form the basis for discussion at
the latest of Confor’s Westminster conferences.

Dr Thérése Coffey, the minister with responsibility for forestry, will open
the event at RICS, Great George Street, just off Parliament Square on
29 November.

She will be followed by a debate on “What Does a Common Countryside
Policy Mean to You”? with five diverse speakers outlining their broad
position before a discussion on areas where there is potential consensus -
and on the challenges which remain. The five speakers are:
¢ Will Ashley-Cantello, Chief Adviser on Forests, WWF-UK
¢ Minette Batters, Deputy President, National Farmers’ Union’

e Mark Tufnell, Incoming Vice-President, CLA
e Stuart Goodall, Chief Executive, Confor
¢ Beccy Speight, Chief Executive, Woodland Trust

Stuart Goodall said: “Aas the debate about post-Brexit rural policy and
funding gathers pace, it is vital that we have these open conversations about
the future. We have to listen to where different groups are coming from and
find areas of mutual interest - and also discuss where the real challenges
remain. Confor is delighted to be able to host this important conference.”

The afternoon session of the event will include individual stories from
those who have grappled with rural land use challenges, followed by a
political panel discussion, with all major parties represented.

BOOK

TODAY

Tickets are £120 plus VAT, with a one-third discount for Confor
members (£80 plus VAT). Bookings can be made by calling the
Confor office on 0131 240 1410 or go to confor.org.uk/resources/events

FORESTRY & TIMBER NEWS « October 2017 7




CONFOR NEWS

Confor hosts lively
Brexit show event

Brexit Opportunity
or Catastrophe,
was the main
formal event at
the recent Confor
Woodland Show.
Expertly chaired by
Confor’s Dr Eleanor
Harris, and with a
panel of experts
not shy in sharing
their opinions.

tuart Goodall Confor’s CEO opened the de-

bate by stating that “Any mention of Brexit

sucks all the oxygen out of the room, but

that this is perhaps better than the usual
cycle of CAP reform which occurs every five years
and takes up a lot of time and energy and always
seems to require a new IT system. And then just
when it is bedded down there is another round of
CAP reform and the merry go round begins again.
This is an opportunity for forestry if we can get our
messages clear, and a new system should be able to
help and support land managers in making the right
decisions. We are never going to meet our climate
change commitments with our current position; tree
planting and use of timber in construction is a real

opportunity to do that.”

The first question from the floor was about the
disease risk from imported trees; Austin Brady from
the Woodland Trust stated that they planted two mil-
lion trees per year and that they were all UK-sourced
and grown. Austin thinks that post-Brexit there is an
opportunity to improve regulation of imports. John
Weir in the audience highlighted the need to ensure
that the forests of the future will be climate change-
ready: “We need to think about the legacy we are
planting now for the future®.

Stuart Goodall reminded everyone that the issue
of biosecurity sits on our shoulders and that it could
decimate the industry: “Brexit gives us the oppor-
tunity to regulate further but we need to balance
that with economic reality and trade deals. All these
deals are focused on ‘frictionless borders’ and sim-
plicity in trade requirements. We need realistic calls
for action that won't just be knocked down as soon
as we speak to a politician.”

James Hepburn Scott stated that the Read Re-
port should be “compulsory reading for every MP.

COMMENT ROB YORKE Frics

The difference between a farming and for-
estry event is evident at the entry gates -
men and women forestry practitioners are
more weather-beaten from being outside
even more than their primary industry in-
creasingly tractor cab and office-based
cousins. A sweeping generalisation that
can be felled by a single stroke of a chain-
saw, but the point being that my role at the
Confor Woodland show at Longleat, as at
farming meetings, is to make us step out-
side our comfort zone to explore other is-
sues not always on our radar.

‘Integrated land management’. Too
much jargon can really ruin a good day
out when idealist policy makers are keen
to learn from pragmatic grass root (or
tree-root) realists who in turn are keen to

| =T
¥

|

push opinions that have been hard fought
for in a febrile pre-Brexit world.

We could all do with getting out a bit
more - into other people’s heads by read-
ing their magazines (Farmers Weekly is
dotted with agro-forestry, woodland pas-
ture), drinking in the pub (good natured
arguments with friends) or attending con-
ferences (threat of afforestation to upland
birds) run by academics who in turn could
do with getting out even more, in work-
ing out how we optimise land use over a
range of priorities and demands from tax-
payers funding the countryside.

In order to help a disengaged and dis-
connected urbanised society decide on
land uses, requires us to better ‘frame the
narrative’ - it might not be your agenda

r CO nfor www.confor.

! Promaoting for
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or even that of public opinion (what of
the forestry-selloff?) - on the public ben-
efits from exploring non-native trees spe-
cies required in face of climate change
(the Read Report) or ash dieback, engag-
ing audiences on tough choices over wild-
life management (deer, grey squirrel and
fox control), dealing with knotty issues of
herbicide use (Asulox and glyphosate),
providing evidence of flood alleviation or
seeking to get foresters to work in groups.

Thinking through other opinions can
help us all face up to challenges and open
up opportunities within forestry in a post-
Brexit landscape.

www.robyorke.co.uk
W #tblackgull

CONFOR.ORG.UK



Natural England need to wake up to the carbon
economy and the opportunity that this presents.
The carbon economy is a huge opportunity for busi-
nesses.”

Julia Aglionby replied that “there is an opportu-
nity to do more using Natural Capital but in the short
term it is likely to be through taxation.”

Martin Glynn responded: “I think we are too ob-
sessed about grants, but carbon has the potential to
do more and is an opportunity to be more innova-
tive.”

Richard Bellamy asked whether there is any ap-
petite to have just one organisation and get rid of
RPA and Natural England and have leadership from
the top. “We are in real danger of losing the dedi-
cated staff in the Forestry Commission unless action
is taken.”

Alastair Sandels representing FISA asked: “Today
is the start of the great repeal bill and bonfire of reg-
ulations - how can the industry protect the people
in the supply chain? There have been three deaths
in the last three months. How do we stop a rush to
the bottom?”

Stuart Goodall responded: “That is a hugely im-
portant point, a lot of Health and Safety legislation
has come out of Europe. We collectively have re-
sponsibility to have the right safety culture and that
is about transparency and honesty and it is some-
thing that we must get better at.”

Kevin Penfold asked: “What are the opportunities
for productive conifer woodland in England?”

Austin from the Woodland Trust was very posi-
tive: “Yes definitely, and it will be about the changes
in the uplands and a gradual switch from farmland
to forestry economies and planting could help farms
have a soft landing.”

Rob Yorke added that “Conifers have a very valid
position in the countryside, but farmers won’t take
long-term decisions until the CAP reform has been
sorted out.”

The next Confor Woodland Show will be in 2019
by which time we will have formally left the EU, per-
haps an opportunity to reflect on the opinions and
thoughts we heard in the debate.
¢ More on Confor Woodland Show on p18
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CONFOR.ORG.UK

THE PANELLISTS

JULIA AGLIONBY

Natural England Board and
Chair of Upland Alliance
“Collaboration for multiple outcomes
takes courage and it can be difficult
to reach the middle ground. Forests
are contested spaces - how can we
have more and better woodlands?
Having the demands of Countryside
Stewardship Schemes thrust upon

us, makes us think that we must have
done something terribly in a previous
life. We need to be clear about the
reasons for planting trees, whether it
is for biodiversity, timber or recreation.
We must have joined-up incentives,
that don’t skew against planting trees.
Natural England are working with
estates on 25-year plans, and perhaps
we should be doing the same with
foresters.”

AUSTIN BRADY

Director of Conservation

and External Affairs of
Woodland Trust

“Modern well designed productive
forest in the right place can achieve a
great deal. We need to make a strong
case for why woodlands are important
and why they deserve public money;
not just trees in woods but also trees
in the wider landscape.”

MARTIN GLYNN FICFor

“The landscape of possibilities has
changed a lot since | wrote my report
14 months ago. It is very easy to get
caught up in the debate and miss

the bigger picture; we need to set
out a clear message about what we
can do for the UK with a long-term
vision, rather than responding to each
individual issue. ‘What can forestry
do for the UK?’ rather than ‘what the
UK can do for forestry?’ Post-Brexit,
can we take greater control of our
timber imports to push up demand
for UK material and drive woodland
management? It is important that
the whole industry and sector speak
together.”

ROB YORKE
Rural commentator
See comment panel, left
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CONFOR AROUND THE UK
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ADVERTISEMENT

Grants for improving
forestry productivity
available now

efra has recently announced a major
D new grant offer aimed at helping
to improve forestry productivity.

Showcased by the Rural Payments
Agency working together with the Forestry
Commission at September’s Confor Woodland
Show, Improving Forestry Productivity grants
provide a unique opportunity to transform the
productivity of forestry businesses.

Equipment for felling, extraction and primary
processing of timber often represents the
biggest capital investment that forestry
businesses can make when growing or
accessing new markets. A grant award
beginning at £35,000, that can cover up
to 40% of eligible costs may be the key to
making the next step towards growing your
business.

The amount of grant awarded is normally
up to £1m. However projects seeking over
£1m of grant can be considered and should
be discussed in detail with the RPA. Smaller
grants to support forestry businesses are also
available through the LEADER programme.

The offer is open until 3 April 2018 to private
forest holders managing at least 10 ha of forest
and micro, small, or medium-sized forestry
contractor businesses. More information
can be found by going to www.gov.uk and
searching under Countryside Productivity.

The forestry grant offer forms part of a
suite of grants being offered by government
to support rural businesses, farmers and
foresters. These include support for business
development, food processing and tourism
under the Rural Development Programme
for England (RDPE) Growth Programme
announced in January 2017 and further
capital grant offers under the Countryside
Productivity scheme.

Here are three examples of the type of project
which may be eligible for grant support:

Investing in equipment — A forestry contractor
that supplies extraction services will invest in two
new articulated forwarders with hydraulic cranes.
The business has secured agreement from local
forest holders to extract a significantly increased
volume of timber. This will bring under-managed
woodland back into production.

Adding value to felled timber — A private forest
holder will invest in firewood processing equipment,
a mechanical log splitter and will construct a
covered area for storing and seasoning timber. This
will add value to the woodland product and improve
the productivity of the woodland. The project
involves collaboration with local forestry businesses,
will achieve wider economic benefits and create two
new full-time equivalent jobs.

Working
collaboratively —
Two large private
forest holders may
collaborate to
purchase a harvester
which will be shared
across both estates.
This will improve
efficiency in felling and
initial processing in
the two neighbourhood
woodlands.

More information on support to forestry business through LEADER can

be found by going to

and searching under RDPE LEADER.




PLANT HEALTH UPDATE

Help to fight
Phyto

The PHYTO-THREATS project aims to ad-
dress the risks to UK forest and woodland
ecosystems from Phytophthora by exam-
ining the distribution and diversity of Phy-
tophthoras in UK plant nursery systems.
It also aims to provide the evidence base
for the development of a set of enhanced
nursery ‘best practice’ accreditation crite-

ria to mitigate risk of further pest and dis-
ease introductions and spread.

To this end the project is running a sur-
vey to explore the potential development
of a UK-wide assurance scheme within the
plant trade to reduce the risks of impor-
tation and spread of diseases. Since the
criteria for an assurance scheme will be
partly informed by stakeholder and con-
sumer attitudes, the survey aims find out
more about the decisions people make
when choosing and buying plants.
www.forestry.gov.uk/fr/phytothreats

GET INVOLVED

Please take the time to complete the
survey at www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/
plants to improve understandings of
the supply chain (what you buy and
where from); what influences your plant
purchases; the importance of biosecu-
rity; and your thoughts on an assurance
scheme.

Drive to beat
pine weevil

Natural Resources Wales has em-
barked on the largest programme
in the UK to tackle a pest that lives
on conifer trees in an environmen-
tally friendly way.

Natural Resources Wales (NRW)
will  spray microscopic worms
known as nematodes into and
around conifer tree stumps to com-
bat the pine weevil.

The work starts in the Tywi
Forest, near Llandovery in Powys
before moving northwards to the
Hafren Forest, and finishing in Clo-
caenog Forest in Denbighshire The
total area covered will be nearly
500 acres - an area the size of 276
football pitches. The programme is
due to be completed by the end of
August 2017.

Neil Muir, Forest Manager for
NRW said: “We are trying to move
increasingly towards using this bio-
logical control method to combat
them and create more resilient for-
ests. The nematodes eat the wee-
vil grubs tackling the problem at
source. We will monitor the work
closely to see if the method can
be applied even wider in future,
cutting down further on the use of
chemicals.”

The treated areas will be left for
six weeks to check the nematodes
have successfully killed the weevil
grubs before replanting starts.

CONFOR.ORG.UK

HAMPTON"

UK MANUFACTURED METAL

PATENT GB2537761

NEW Box and Angle
Metal Strainer Systems

01933 234070

sales@hamptonsteel.co.uk

= STRAINER POST SYSTEMS

Hinge Joint Fencing
Hampton NET™ Fencing

StapleloK Intermediate
Metal Posts

Barbed Wires
Line Wires

hamptonsteel.co.uk
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WALES

Confor brings in the crowds
at the Royal Welsh Show

Eleanor Harris reports from her
first Royal Welsh Show

he Confor presence at the UK’s

biggest agricultural show has

been growing every year since

its first appearance as the TGA in
the 1980s. It has emerged from the back
corner of a shared tent, to a large marquee
at the centre of a thriving forestry quarter
of the showground. By the time | arrived,
the Confor Wales team - Martin and An-
gela Bishop - had decked it with banners,
members’ logos, pictures, stories, and the
fluttering Confor flag worthy of the field of
Agincourt.

The theme of our main seminar, like so
much of our current work UK-wide from
farm forestry to Brexit, was ‘co-operation’.
There were talks on investment, regulation,
forest planning, and timber demand. Every
seat in the tent was taken, and while a few
might have been looking forward to Con-
for’s famous forest buffet lunch afterwards,
that can’t have been the case for the crowd
who came to stand at the back and packed
out of the door.

The Confor tent not only hosts our
own events, but provides a hub for other
talks and seminars including the Royal
Welsh Show Woodlands Awards and a
Farming Connect seminar on how land-
owners can improve income streams
through forestry.

Iwan Lloyd Williams, Assistant Director
for Forestry at the RWAS forestry commit-
tee, has asked if we would be interested
in expanding the Confor marquee to be-
come a bigger focal point at the show. This
is also an opportunity for our marquee to
do more for Confor members, for example
with more events or member-hosted ta-
bles within the tent, so please get in touch
with Martin if this is something you might
be interested in.

We hosted an evening reception for the
stallholders in the forestry quarter. Small
firewood processors drank beer with for-
estry investment companies, and forest
managers passed the sandwiches to craft
wood-turners. The following day, the for-
estry quarter felt more like a united sector,
with Confor at the heart of it.

Being based in Scotland, I'm still used to
a world in which ‘The Forestry Commission’
is the embodiment of ‘forestry’ in most peo-
ple’s minds, although probably not for much

longer. | was struck by the extent to which in
Wales, where there is no longer a Forestry
Commission, Confor has stepped up to fill
that role. And so it should, representing as it
does the companies and individuals who are
the UK forestry industry.

The biggest excitement of the show,
however, did not come from within the
Confor tent, or even the forestry quarter at
all. It was the launch, on Wednesday morn-
ing in the middle of the show, of the Welsh
Assembly’s Branching Out report, a major
report on forestry following a consultation
earlier in the year to which Confor provided
extensive evidence. (See facing page.)

As we took the Confor banners down,

Right: Confor
National Manager
for Wales Martin
Bishop chats to
show visitors

Below: A packed
Confor tent for the
main seminar with
its theme of ‘co-
operation’

tidied away the chairs and finished the last
of the venison pasties and game terrines,
the conversations amongst the staff in the
Confor tent were not just about how to
improve our displays and our catering for
next year. They were about how we would
work over the next year to ensure that by
the time of the next Royal Welsh Show the
Welsh Government would have committed
to implementing the recommendations of
Branching Out in full.

At the next Welsh Show we will be the
hub of a forestry quarter in a country that
has committed to woodland creation on a
significant scale - and that will be some-
thing bigger and better than this year.

".;; 4
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Welsh report draws positive response

:onfor is stepping up its work to
drive up planting and revitalise
the forestry sector in Wales after
a “very positive” response by the Welsh
Government to the landmark Branching
Out report. The 13 recommendations in the
report, by the Welsh Assembly’s Climate
Change, Environment and Rural Affairs
committee, include a call to “significantly
increase planting rates”, incorporating
commercial forestry.

Martin Bishop, Confor Wales Manager,
wrote to the Welsh Government’s Cabinet
Secretary for Rural Affairs Lesley Griffiths
calling for her to implement the recom-
mendations in Branching Out - and wel-
comed her response.

He said: “l was pleased to receive such a
prompt reply from Lesley Griffiths and was
heartened by its very positive tone. A new
forestry strategy is a fundamental building
block to ensure an increase in productive
planting and securing the future of an in-
dustry worth £500m annually to Wales
and which supports more than 10,000
jobs.”

Branching out: a new ambition for
woodland policies, launched at the Royal
Welsh Show, was described by Mr Bishop
as “a shot in the arm for the industry.

“The report recognises Wales is
missing an enormous range of
economic, environmental and
community benefits delivered by
not planting enough trees... it is
a blueprint for a greener future.”

Martin Bishop, Confor Wales Manager

“The first recommendation delivers the
central message forestry and timber busi-
nesses have been waiting for - more tree
planting and especially more commercial
tree planting, to provide the raw material
to drive the rural economy forward.

“I am delighted the committee also

CONFOR.ORG.UK

backed the industry’s ambitious targets
for Wales to become increasingly self-suf-
ficient in timber production and less reliant
on imports - a central plank of the argu-
ments | have put forward to the committee
on behalf of Confor. There is also a call to
look at building regulations to promote the
use of timber in construction.”

Lesley Griffiths’ reply to Mr Bishop said:
“The committee has produced a construc-
tive report and many of [its] recommenda-
tions align with our thinking.” She said she
was preparing the Welsh Government’s
full response, but added: “As a first step
we will be refreshing our forestry strategy.”

“Increasing woodland cover and
developing a competitive and
integrated forestry sector are and
will remain, key outcomes of the
strategy.”

Lesley Griffiths, Welsh Government’s
Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs

Mr Bishop welcomed the comments,
but said a full public consultation on a re-
freshed strategy in 2018 had to happen
alongside practical actions to push up
planting now.

“Consultation must not be used as an
excuse to continue to push woodland cre-
ation into a tomorrow that never comes,”
he added. “There are actions the Welsh
Government can take today, under the
current strategy, such as reviewing the
scoring system for grants which channels
funding away from productive woodland.”

Sawmills have warned that they need
planting now to secure raw material and
jobs in the future. Josh Sambrook-Jones,
Clifford Jones Timber Group, Ruthin, north
Wales said “Timber is in increasingly short
supply due to a lack of investment [in tree
planting] since the 1990s. There is a huge
market for our timber and every sawmill in

Wales could double or treble production if
the timber was there to feed the mills.”

Mr Bishop added: “We need the strat-
egy to focus on, as Branching Out said,
‘a significant increase in planting rates,
including long term targets for woodland
cover and commercial forestry’.

“In the immediate future, we need to
look at the barriers to increasing planting
and adopting a presumption of approval
for areas identified in the Woodland Op-
portunities Map. We have also highlighted
the report’s recommendation highlighting
‘constraints on the commercial forestry
sector, in particular making it easier to cre-
ate coniferous woodland’.

“It is also important that the Welsh Gov-
ernment implement the committee’s rec-
ommendation to look towards increasing
self-sufficiency in timber and promoting
the use of timber in construction.

“There is much work to do, but this
positive and speedy response from Lesley
Griffiths is a welcome start to the process.
She asks Confor to support the Welsh
Government’s work in this area, and we are
fully committed to doing so. Indeed, we
will redouble our efforts.”

“There is a huge market for our
timber and every sawmill in
Wales could double or triple
production if the timber was
there to feed the mills.”

Josh Sambrook-Jones, Clifford Jones
Timber Group, Ruthin, north Wales

RESOURCES

Download the Branching Out
report at www.confor.org
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RESEARCH

The future of Forestry Research

Confor, IFC and
FC organised a
multi-stakeholder
workshop to get
the sector speaking
with “one voice”.
Andrew Heald
reports.

ne of the few constants in the recent

discussions and consultations on the

future role of the Forestry Commission

across the UK, has been the need for a
well-resourced and UK-wide approach to forestry
research in general, and support for Forest Research
in particular.

An increasing number of research organisations
are now interested in the environmental and social
benefits of well managed and expanding forests; in
Scotland alone these includes the James Hutton In-
stitute, and SRUC who are particularly focussed on
the potential of agroforestry. Edinburgh University
have also recently re-opened their forestry school,
but primarily with a focus on research rather than
teaching.

How does the UK’s private forestry sector engage
with these researchers and help define research
needs, and ensure that forestry research includes
the less fashionable topics such as improved ground
preparation or thinning intensity?

These challenges were the priority when Andrew
Heald of Confor, sat down with Roger Coppock (For-
estry Commission) and Shireen Chambers (ICF) to
plan a workshop that will hopefully be the start of im-
proved engagement between those interested in the
outcomes and output of forestry research and those
people who can supply that research.

Twenty five people from across the UK, and from
a wide range of organisations sat down recently in
Edinburgh to agree the basics of a collaborative
and coordinated approach to forestry research. A
key part of the meeting was hearing from existing
collaborative development projects in the forestry
sector. This included the Timber Transport Forum,
the Hylobius Plant Protection Group and Strategic
Integrated Research in Timber. The recently estab-
lished National Tree Improvement Strategy (NTIS) is
another possible model which could be replicated;
NTIS has brought together a diverse group of stake-
holders and has already been successful in raising
external funding.

The importance of the sector speaking “with one

It is important that forestry
research in the UK works closely
with a wide range of stakeholders,
and particularly with the forest
managers who make use of that
research on the ground and for
the sawmillers and processors
who use the timber.

John Paterson, Director of Forestry at Egger
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It is vitally important that university
research also addresses outward
facing, practical challenges in
everyday forestry, so it was great
to be able to spend time learning
about the particular issues that

the UK forestry sector faces on a

regular basis.

Prof lain Woodhouse of Edinburgh University and
founder of Carbomap

voice” will be essential if we are to target ever re-
ducing government funding or to be successful with
external funders. The potential for companies to off-
set research and development against tax was high-
lighted by accountancy specialist Samantha Wild-
man of the MPA group who spoke at the workshop.

Several companies are already involved in key for-
estry and timber research areas, for example, Tilhill
and Maelor Nursery with weevil control, and James
Jones & Sons on a range of innovative timber tech-
nologies. Finding the right balance between intellec-
tual property, company funding and collaboration
will be important discussions as we move forward.

The meeting was led by Osbert Lancaster, a facili-
tator who specialises in environment and land-use
related events. He said: “it was a very useful meeting.
It quickly became clear that success in developing a
collaborative and coordinated approach to forestry
research will depend on continuing to bring togeth-
er organisations from across the public, private and
third sectors that have a stake in woodland, forestry
and timber.”

Follow up meeting: 22 November

Contact Andrew.heald@confor.org.uk
for details

CONFOR.ORG.UK



Preserving wood - and the quality of life =~
Our experience means you get the best possible protection for woodi.'Over 100 years

ago we created modern Wood Protection. Since then we’ve been continually perfecting
our Wood Protection products and associated scientific and technical services.

Over 300 patents worldwide speak for themselves. Our aim for the future is to continue
building on this experience. And we’re happy to share the resulting know-how and
expertise with our customers: a combination of advanced technology and more

than a century of experience that guarantees Wood Protection you can depend on.

Leading the Way in Wood Protection

BASF Wolman GmbH Dr.-Wolman-Str. 31-33, 76547 szhelm Germany,
__Contact: Jessica., ahlback@basf.com, Phone: 0161'488 5329; www.basf.com/wolma

O -BASF
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CONFOR WOODLAND SHOW REVIEW

Show gets bigger -
and grows in appeal

ore than 2000 visitors and 150 exhibi-
tors from across the UK descended on
Longleat for the 2017 Confor Woodland
Show.

Exhibitors report a good level of sales and inquir-
ies thanks to a high-quality, well-informed audience.

“Longleat is a wonderful venue and thanks to in-
creased promotion of the show through social me-
dia, we attracted a more diverse audience this year,”
said Confor’'s Communications Manager Stefanie
Kaiser. “In particular, the presence of young visitors,
either in groups or in company of family and friends,
was striking. The weather wasn’t too kind, but visitor
numbers held up very well.”

Confor has been pushing the message of farm
forestry and was pleased to see increased interest
from farmers this year. Debates in the Confor tent
were very well-attended, including an event called
Brexit: Opportunity or Catastrophe (see p8).

The event also had plenty of opportunities for
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hands-on activity, including archery and the oppor-
tunity to experience a 360-degree virtual reality for-
est environment. The show was a great opportunity
for young people to get an insight into the career
opportunities available in forestry.

There was also a chance to marvel at chainsaw
carving and to buy locally-made wooden products,
including trugs and baskets, which sold out in re-
cord-time.

In addition, there was a range of valuable practi-
cal advice on business development, occupational
health, equipment maintenance, health and safety
and other relevant topics.

“We had more than 50 companies joining the
show for the first time and hopefully, many lasting
business relationships were created,” said Ms Kaiser.

The show would not have been possible without
the help of staff and contractors, volunteers and the
sponsors Tilhill, Euroforest, Aspen Fuel, Abbey For-
estry, Fountains Forestry and Soil Association.

CONFOR.ORG.UK
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GA Groundcare Ltd

Specialists in Groundcare & Arborienltural Equipmont

Your new GreenMech dealers for Wiltshire,
Gloucestershire, Berkshire and B.A.N.E.S

LANDPOWER

o Chipper Hire, short or long term hire
available!

o Chipper sales, new or used with part
exchange and finance available!

e Servicing available for all chippers, also
offering on site servicing!

Covering the South West!

fa
Gr&nMech

The Professionals' Choice

Office: 01380 828863
Ash: 07881 027599 Alun: 07585 616159
www.gagroundcare.com

Fuel your day the best way

e Mﬁéghsafetyglasses.cﬁm
. 0845 2227 039

B.A.S.E KIT LTD

Supplier of a vast range of new and
used government surplus clothing and
equipment including kit bags, rucksacks,
gerry cans and more suitable for foresters!

Better for man, machine and the environment
274 Charminster Road, Bournemouth,

Dorset BH8 9RT Find your local stockist at
Ring Tim on 07885 750491 www.aspenfuel.co.uk
for more information 01929 551557~aspen@aaoi|.co.uk u
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CONFOR WOODLAND SHOW REVIEW

‘A VERY BUSY & REWARDING SHOW’... EXHIBITORS HAVE THEIR SAY

o THE ONE STOP FORESTRY SHOP
(JAS P WILSON)

We have done the Confor show for as many years
as we can remember, it’s always proved to be a
very busy and rewarding show, and 2017 was no
different! John Wilson and his team including Ken
Reid, Simon Clingan and Andy McSherry were
on-hand to greet customers new and old and talk
through our large stock of new and used machinery.
This year - besides some new machinery
developments from our existing brands such as
Botex, Posch, Igland, Lasco & TP - we also had one
entirely new product range to offer customers: FAE,
which i well known for producing quality mulchers
and tillers for the forestry market.

We had recently been offered the UK
dealership for FAE and we selected the
Confor Woodland Show to provide the
product launch. Our team met and
spoke with many pre-existing FAE
owners who not only confirmed
our understanding of the quality
of FAE, but also had kind words to
say about Wilson'’s taking on the
dealership.

The crowds who attended
the show seemed to enjoy our
wide range of machinery and
live demonstrations, including the
hugely popular Posch S-360 Turbo
which produced high volumes of quality
firewood across the two-day event.

€) sDL SOLUTIONS

We had a very productive couple of days at the
show. It was our first time exhibiting there but the
rain didn’t put us off discussing all things forestry
and making new friends. It was a great platform to
connect with new and existing clients and we’re
already looking forward to the next one!

€ TUBEX

The Confor Show was a terrific event for Tubex! We
were on the woodland trail for the first time and felt
very at home. It was excellent to see so many of
our customers and have the opportunity to speak
to people whom we have not met before, who use

15

our vast range of products, The Confor Show
was particularly good due to the high quality
and focused visitors attending as well as the
prominent Confor stand, where people can
i chat to the team and hear excellent talks.
The woodland trail is quite spread out and
has the capacity for many more exhibitors,
which for 2019 would be great. Thanks
to the organisers and the marshals, who
worked hard to make it all flow so well.

@) MLARGE

M Large were not at the last Confor Show but our
brands had been well represented by our Southwest
dealer, Halse of Honiton. This year we decided to
offer more support to our entire dealer network by
having an M Large stand in addition to Halse’s own
stand. This proved very successful and we were
pleasantly surprised at the number of visitors to our
stand and the interest in our products on show. As
expected the market leading range of Hakki Pilke
firewood processors generated considerable interest
from customers old and new with the new Easy 43
being particularly well received. Our own LMS brand
Scorpion 440 Tree Shear was very popular with the
two ordered during the show being delivered within
a few days. The Palms range of forestry cranes and
trailers introduced to the UK by M Large 15 years
ago were shown with both timber grabs and the
optional BioJack lightweight harvesting head. We

"".Lq
1
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CONFOR WOODLAND SHOW REVIEW

have a range of Palms trailers and cranes in stock
for immediate delivery. Thor log splitters remain the
only brand offering their patented partial foot pedal
control for safe and efficient work.

e KIRKLAND UK

Kirkland UK had a huge success from the Woodland
Show! As this was our first time exhibiting, we were
ecstatic with the amount of of new customers

we met! Now granted the title of UK importer for
Antonio Carraro Tractors, the stand was buzzing
with new, interested buyers. Kirkland UK originally
started as fruit growing machinery specialists and
have now diversified into the forestry industry with
Antonio Carraro tractors, built with Yanmar engines
and popular reverse drive feature. One of the
popular machines on the stand was the 98HP Mach
4 Quadtrack. The four rubber tracks guarantee
positive stability on steep slopes and continuous
traction on slippery, crumbly ground and on snow.

GLOBAL RECYCLING SOLUTIONS

A good show for us, which resulted in the sale of
a New Bandit 2650 Track Stump Grinder, which
comes with a Tier 4 final 74hp Diesel engine, radio
remote, expanding tracks, dozer blade and the
Bandit Revolution wheel.

( TRUNCATOR

A big thanks from Truncator sawhorses to everyone
visiting and involved with the 2017 Confor show! It
was incredibly well organised from start to finish,
and attended by keen and interesting showgoers
and tradespeople. The company received a
fantastic response to both its existing sawhorse
range and award-winning prototype Trailer Tipper,
even taking pre-orders and meeting potential
dealers before the official release of the new unit. A
terrific show all round, see you again in 2019!

o HI-LINE TRAINING

Ouir first time at the show was a great success and
we had lots of interest from people not only looking
for arb and forestry training but who were also
asking for advice about work within the industry
and apprenticeships. We made some excellent
contacts for potential training sites across the
South West.
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0 CALEDONIAN FORESTRY

Thanks to everyone who made it along to see our
stand this year, the phone has not stopped ringing
since! We always enjoy the trip to Longleat as it
gives us the chance to catch up with the many
customers we have in the area, allowing us to
maintain the high level of customer we provide.
This year we saw a record number of enquiries
with several new orders now confirmed. The Kesla
122H Trailer and 316 Loader gathered huge interest,
especially with its true lifting capacity of 2080kg at
3m reach, also the overall quality and engineering
of the product. The Palax C1000 Pro+ sparked a
lot of interest and was dropped off for demo after
the show. The new, more ergonomic design makes
it easier and more efficient in use and as a result of
better cutting speed and more power the C1000 is
one of the most productive and efficient firewood
processors for bigger logs in its class.

(©) GLENFARROW BIOMASS

GlenFarrow, experts in batch fed Biomass Boilers
and Dryers, were exhibiting for the second time.

The show once more proved a massive success
for the company with over 100 contacts made. The
show came at an ideal time, following hot on the
heels of changes to the Renewable Heat Incentive
(RHI) scheme which were announced at the
beginning of September. The RHI reforms included
a more than doubling of tier 1 tariff range, so that
more of the energy output falls into the top tier.
Batch fed biomass is ideal for the forestry industry
who potentially have significant amounts of waste
wood, which would otherwise need to be disposed
of or simply just be wasted.

GlenFarrow’s David Taylor, said “Once more the
Confor show has proved a great showcase for our
products.”

SAM DAVIES,
BEAR VALLEY CO
Thank you for the
show!

GREENWAY
TRAINING
Great demos at
this year’s Confor
Woodland Show!

CONFOR.ORG.UK



Gilles HPKI-R 999

www.commercialbiomassuk.com

Palms 8S forestry
trailer with Palms

ﬂl}HIFI]H 3.67 Crane

Great value from £11,999 ex VAT
Ready to use - quick delivery * 8 ton load weight

6.7m crane with control valve This boiler can earn over £90,000 per year
Tail lights * 8 bolsters burning your arboricultural chip and
i producing free heat
www.agrifor.co.uk
07725 809595 | daniel@agrifor.co.uk Call 01935 476921 Blomass

for a quote 5 e —

Picture for illustration purposes only, product may differ

remium Solution for Tree Protection ®
v cwm |

For Forestry sales contact www tubex com/dlstrlbutors 5
also for Technical Support contact: Simon Place: 07734 856101°

wvanof Berry www.tubex.com ©) TUBEX

Advancing growth

Barle Valley Forestry

Unlocking thej;l_'o__otential of woodlands .

-Forest Surveys & Inventories Woodland Estate M@nagément

““Barle Valley Forestry Ltd

GIS Mapping & Daté Collection”  Timber Harvesting-_, 1jé-rketing

e

« 01398 323213 conta;ct@bar_l.eforestry.co.uk www.barleforestry.co.uk @Barleforestry
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FIREWOOD PROCESSORS FOR EVERY NEED

BIO-CHOPPER
MIXER WAGONS

Capacities available
5 to 30 cubic

- T -

* Robust design
« Simple chopping mechanisms
(2 augers, with star blade cutting

against fixed counter blades)
* Trailed, electric, diesel and

self-propelled versions "
« Optional extras; conveyors, The ALL NEW Easy 43 PTO & Combi
cranes, weigh systems etc -
« 2008 RASE Silver Medal Award firewood processor
\J
2 TONNE -

TIPPING
TRAILER

40

Optional equipment:
« Lights

« Hydraulic brakes

* Mesh extension

« Fitted sheets

Harry West (Prees) Ltd., Lower Heath, Prees,
Whitchurch, Shropshire SY13 2BT
01948 840 465
harrywest.co.uk

028 9034 2838 | www.mlarge.com
Youl TS Email sales@mlarge.com

“FARMA.

HF

HOME FORESTRY LLP
Wi homaforest ry.eo.ul

Suppliers of new and ex demo forestry,
fencing & firewood machinery

G ] T B T

W Contactus "%
| for a demo at
our Forestry
Yard

i, Tl Vel T
. e T

Alstor mini forwarders * Rabaud Firewood processors * Saw benches * Kindling machines * Chain winches * Farma cranes
and trailers * Log peelers & pointers * Log splitters 14-80 tonnes * Cone splitters ¢ Cleaving splitters * Grader blades

T.01746 718456 M. 07966 365157 www.homeforestry.co.uk E. nathan@homeforestry.co.uk
Home Forestry lip, Willowdene Farm, Chorley, Bridgnorth, Shropshire WV16 6PP
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CONFOR WOODLAND SHOW REVIEW

WHY THEY CAME... STEFANIE KAISER MEETS SOME OF THE VISITORS

Barnaby: student
Barnaby is 16 and from
Taunton, Somerset,
where he studies
arboriculture. He was
invited by Cannington
College to attend the
show and we met

him at the Forest
Workers Zone. He
enjoyed getting an
idea of different types
of machinery he will
likely be using in his
professional life in the
future.

Helena and Robert White: daughter and father

Robert, an ex-professional forester and woodland owner from South Devon,
visited the show with his daughter Helena, a trainee land agent based in
Edinburgh. For them, the show is a good opportunity to catch up with friends.
They attended the Brexit debate in the Confor tent and were inspired by the
demonstration of the Rezatec geomapping software in the John Clegg tent.

Mrs & Mr Wooldridge: farmers/woodland owners
The couple from the New Forest own around
40 acres of woodland besides their 70 acres of

farmland and some ancient woodlands.
- 1 They are retired and sell some of their hardwood
Jack and Whitney: tree surgeon locally but more as a hobby. They have their

Tree surgeon Jack and his girlfriend Whitney from Surrey came to Longleat to own band saw. They would like to improve their

look at arb machinery. Jack is only 22 and already has his own business. He saw  woodland and make it more profitable and came to

some interesting stump grinders at the show. the show to get new ideas and inspiration.
ForestAndArb.comf]

BRAND NEW HUSQVARNA 562XP with s
18” bar and chain now available from stock,
please call 01962 857951 to be one of the s

first in the UK to get your hands on one.

ﬁ Forest And Arb u @ForestAndArb ﬁ ForestAndArbHQ
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Woodlands on farms and
adding value to your wood

As part of Confor’s work on ‘Farm Forest-
ry’, the Confor Woodland Show saw a pan-
el of experts and thought-leaders from the
rural sector present inspirational initiatives
that promote the establishment and man-
agement of woodlands in a farm context.

“Growing trees is farming in 3D”

Andy Grundy, Certification Manager for
Soil Association, gave a quick overview
of his organisation’s work in the field of
forestry certification. He then highlighted
their project Innovative Farming (part of
Duchy Future Farming Programme) and
how woodlands on farms can be an impor-
tant component for sustainable agriculture

WEB RESOURCES
Learn more about Soil Association’s

@ work www.soilassociation.org/

forestry/training

and animal welfare. “We want more agro-
forestry at policy level, ideally in the form
of a National Strategy and with a focus on
the delivery of ecosystem services.”

Food and wood in one
Dr Paul Thomas inspired the audience with
Mycorrhizal Systems’ proposal for farm di-
versification through the simultaneous es-
tablishment of trees and truffle crops.
Truffles are the fruiting bodies of fungi
and grow together with trees in a symbiot-
ic association. Mycorrhizal Systems works
with UK-sourced seeds to produce seed-
lings that have grown with the fungus at-
tached. Using the symbiotic plant material
for woodland establishment can provide in
an excellent diversification opportunity for
farmers and woodland owners. Examples
of diversified systems are a combination
of Oak+fungus for timber and truffle plus
hazel for coppicing.

If you’re a landowner interested in Farm
Diversification, and curious to learn more
about truffle cultivation visit https://plan-
tationsystems.com/partnership/

“Every hectare of forest on farm is
a hectare weaned off subsidies.”

Dr Eleanor Harris of Confor highlighted the
potential for woodlands on farms in upland
Scotland. Presenting Confor’s recent report
Farm Forestry she argued that sheep farm-
ing and forestry are perfectly compatible.

“Every hectare of forest on farm is a hec-
tare weaned off subsidies.”

Farmers in Scotland are increasingly dis-
covering that planting woodlands on parts
of their uplands are a ‘no-brainer’ with mul-
tiple benefits:

« shelter for animals resulting in better
animal welfare and reduced feeding costs
* flooding protection

* income diversification.

LAX VIMEK
AX YIM
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@akleaf

FORESTRY
Call us today to take
advantage of the grants and
finance offers available on
the NEW Vimek and Hypro
Range of Low Impact
Forestry Thinning Machinery

Tel: 02838 330011
Mob: 07977210592
info@oakleafforestry.com
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PEZZOLATO DRUM CHippERs: Vhotever Wood, PM TRAC
The Best Chips

L2eP 8 Bw

180/ 230 Hp

PTH 700 G

AVAILABLE NOW
Closed Drum, Max 400
mm &, PTO Drive,
Twin Axle, Nearly New

NEW: MORITZ Fr50
Tracked, 8 km/h, 5.5t

Eucalyptus - the future of biomass supply?
Bryan Elliot (Devon Forestry Consultants), well known for
work on eucalyptus plantations, talked about the future of EW'
wood supply and species choices. ’
Considering that the UK is importing 80% of its wood VSP 60.60
supply and ships in pellet wood for Drax from Canada, there PTO / Electric/
is a need for short rotation crops while increasing species CC:',"b'"ed Dtrt'f'e’
variety. Eucalyptus benefits include: 400-600m?* average @ nsew UM, 8

5l 1
IN STOCK: S LINE 150 winch, 5 tonne

TIMBER TRAILERS ~ GEARED WINCHES
6t-19 t load capacity, 5t-12t pulling power,
with drive options  single & double drums

600mm O cut,
yield/ha/year; allows grass growth under trees - can be used 20t splitter,
for silvipastoral systems; first thinning at age six; £15000/ 700 mm @ split . .
ha from clearfell at year 15; diversification opportunities, IGSA 680A
including oil and honey. lca.lgmu ! 3 feed rollers, 25

He promotes eucalyptus as having the potential to supply
wood for biomass while responding to climate change. GRAPPLES
Challenges are the management required due to fast growth NS BAGZ '
and the lack of processing facilities and markets at present. 6.3 m reach, 1, 3 . t base machine,

q a q q . Motomit 96 MCT
More detailed updates on Bryan’s work will feature in FTN. load sensing computer

kN force, 6m/s,
Max 600 mm &,
4 knives, Suits 20

CRANES &

o | forstreich @

. . G VER|GA maschinenbau
It was encouraging to see mainly farm- Aeovor s g';
ers among the audience being keen to Ponoo’ /“‘"
start enriching their rural businesses with &y

=

trees as the main changing agents. ]
B _ad

TR24 2.8 kg
TR30 5.2 kg

D. A. HUGHES FORESTRY EQUIPMENT
=== 01691882 138 - www.dahughesforestry.co.uk

D.A. HUGHES
bl Experienced owner-operators putting the equipment we sell to work — §

WEB RESOURCES

Read and download the Farm
Forestry report www.confor.org.uk

New or used,{

&

ask us about
Asset Finance.

Mulching mowers
from 10HP-500HP

Tough & versatile

Many attachments
available for every
forestry job

8 _3 -/ Tough Tools
~for aTough Job.
@ LAMBERHURST t:f%{ls"gt"fgmg i 0 73 8 7 2 5 9 67 8

ENGINEERING [N info@bafinancesolutions.com

WWW'lameng'Com Fithell Asset Fi y ns Lid is aulh by the Financial
Conduct Authority | @ by |- onsumer Credil purposes,
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Forest Fuels acquires woodpellets2u

Forest Fuels has further increased
efficiency and coverage for its wood pellet
customers in the UK by acquiring the
‘woodpellets2u’ business.

Peter Solly (right), managing director
of Forest Fuels said: “This is great news
for our wood pellet customers as it further
enhances our coverage, especially for
blown deliveries, where a blower vehicle
blows the wood pellets directly into the
fuel hopper with minimal fuss and mess.
We can now get to more customers,
much more efficiently. Adding a further
eight skilled and experienced staff
members to bolster the existing 50-strong
Forest Fuels’ team also means that our
knowledge base is now unprecedented in
the UK.
www.forestfuels.co.uk

Norbord welcomes

Wood-based panel manufacturer
Norbord has played host to Fergus Ewing,
Rural Affairs Secretary at the Scottish
Parliament, at their site near Inverness
which is undergoing a £95m expansion
and modernisation programme.

Mr Ewing praised the part that
Highlands and Islands Enterprise (HIE),
Forestry Commission Scotland (FCS) and
Forest Enterprise Scotland (FES) played in
giving Norbord the confidence to invest.

Karl Morris, Managing Director of
Norbord Europe, said; “An investment
of this scale is undoubtedly a major
undertaking. The FCS projections for

MSP

timber supply in the north east gave us the
confidence to embark on our ambitious
programme that we anticipate will double
production capacity at Dalcross”.

Mr Ewing said; “The Scottish
Government fully supports this recent
expansion programme by Norbord. It
will bring economic and job creation
opportunities for the area and boost the
Scottish forestry sector. It is a significant
investment that is very welcome news, and
| am pleased to see the speed with which
progress has been made.”

Pictured, left to right: Fergus Ewing, Jo
O’Hara (FCS) and Karl Morris (Norbord)
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Final stage of
iINntegration

George McRobbie, Managing Director of
Tilhill Forestry, has announced the final
stage of the completion of Tilhill Forestry’s
integration into the BSW Group.

This last stage involves the combining
of the BSW Sawmills UK log buying team
with Tilhill Forestry’s timber harvesting
team. The integration process will start
immediately and will be a phased process
completing by 31 March 2018. Once the
integration is complete Tilhill Forestry will
have sole responsibility for the sawlog
supply into BSW’s UK sawmills. Tilhill
Forestry will continue to supply sawlogs,
small round wood and biomass to its other
customers with no change to the current
security of supply or contract terms.

Harry Stevens’ role on the Tilhill
Board of Directors will change. He will
become the Timber Buying Director and
be responsible for the expanded timber
buying and harvesting function.

Gavin Adkins’ role as Commercial
Director at Tilhill will become full time
and Peter Whitfield, currently Timber
Operations Director, will be moving to
a new role as Business Development
Director. These appointments will take
place with immediate effect.

Together, BSW and Tilhill Forestry form
a strong partnership in the forest industry
that will deliver quality from beginning to
end - from creating new forests through to
producing timber end products.
www.tilhill.com
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New leadership at
Scottish Woodlands

Scottish Woodlands Ltd has appointed
two new directors.

lan Robinson and Craig Nimmo have
been appointed to the board of directors
for the forestry management company
which serves clients from a network of
17 offices located throughout Scotland
as well as in North England, Wales and
Northern Ireland.

Mr Robinson, who has worked for
the company for 30 years, becomes
Operational Director. He has extensive
forestry management experience across
a wide geographic area, having worked
for the company in South Scotland, North
England and Wales. Mr Robinson was
also responsible for Scottish Woodlands’
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC)

group certification scheme when it was
introduced, as an industry first, in the late
1990s.

The second senior appointment sees
Mr Nimmo join the board as Director of
Utilities & Landscaping. He has been
with the company since 1994 and has
developed a range of expertise across its
Utilities Division, particularly in fencing
and vegetation management contracting
for railways, and in finding innovative
solutions for fence construction in remote
locations and demanding terrain.

Ralland Browne, Managing Director of
Scottish Woodlands, is pictured (centre)
welcoming new Board members Craig
Nimmo (left) and lan Robinson (right).

Head forester
retires after 35
years' service

Not many people can as readily measure
the results of their working life as Mike
Libera, the outgoing Forest Manager with
Crown Estate Scotland. He retired in July
after having spent 35 years working in
the forests on the Applegirth Estate and
in many other Crown Estate woodlands
across the UK estates, seeing countless
saplings grow to full height.

Speaking of his time with the Crown
Estate, Mike said: “The changes in forestry
practice are incredible. We once had
squads of chainsaw operators who made
a perfect job of felling trees, cleaning the
debris and soil around the base of the
trees to maximise the volume of timber
taken from the site (an inch at the bottom
is worth a foot at the top)! We would
photocopy maps and use coloured pencils
to try and give an impression of what we
were trying to achieve.

“Compare this to the current availability
of GIS, mapping, computers (I got my
first in 1993), aerial photography, timber
harvesters and processing technology
- all incredible advances which have
revolutionised forest management.”

Nick Page will take over the role of
Crown Estate Scotland Forest Manager.

FUELWOOD, Japa

Circular saw & chainsaw processors
6”, 8” & 10” length kindling options

Up to 14” capacity
Huge productivity
Finance available

Designs specifically for processing UK timber

FTN4-17

CONFOR.ORG.UK

Fuelwood (Warwick) Ltd

www.fuelwood.co.uk —t 01926 484673
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TIMBER IN CONSTRUCTION

Answering the housing challenge

THE MODERN TIMBER
HOUSE IN THE UK

Peter Wilson
presents his new
book The Modern

Timber House

in the UK at
TimberExpo 2017

uch has changed in the past ten

years as regards the use of timber in

the design of new housing in the UK,

so much so that the sheer number

of good examples that can be seen
around the country may come as a surprise to many.
During this period, wider acceptance amongst archi-
tects, engineers and other construction profession-
als of a new generation of engineered timber prod-
ucts and systems, as well as of the advances made
in wood modification technology applications, has
prefaced the emergence of a whole new approach
to building design in which timber in its many mod-
ern forms is very much to the fore. This has certain-
ly been the case for commercial, educational and
healthcare projects as well as housing, where timber
products have increasingly been specified in pref-
erence to other, more traditional building materials
and methods. The reasons for this are multiple: gov-
ernment pressure on industry to implement Modern
Methods of Construction (MMC), for example, in
which off-site manufacture, CNC-machined fabrica-
tion, minimisation of deliveries, fast erection times
as well as on-site health and safety considerations
are paralleled by environmental demands relating
to carbon sequestration and energy use (both con-
sumed and embodied).

The substantial Vvisible changes that have
emerged have not been in the landscape of vol-
ume housebuilding, however. Yes, the use of timber
frame systems and SIPs has continued to increase in
this part of the industry, especially in England and
Wales where the application of these technologies
has begun to catch up on Scotland where they form
upwards of 70% of new house construction. We are
now at a point where the actual numbers of new tim-
ber frame house completions in England and Wales
exceed those in the more mature market north of
the border and are making significant percentage
inroads into the market there. There remains, how-
ever, a predilection to form the outer skin of much of
this new housing in traditional garb: brick, render or

stone - or a combination of all three - with perhaps
an element, such as a porch, made from wood.

This latter approach - which some developers
see purely as fashion appendages that they hap-
pily, if not a little cynically, refer to as ‘gob-ons’ - dis-
guises the real advances being made in the use of
timber in the design and construction of housing in
the UK. All around the country, different innovative
approaches are being taken to address the chronic
shortage of new and affordable dwellings. Some of
these have been inspired by government’ initiatives
to support more people into self-building homes
for themselves, whilst recently enacted legislation is
aimed at encouraging smaller, local groups of con-
struction professionals to get together to ‘Custom
Build’ a minimum of five houses and as many as 200.
In order that land can be made available for this to
happen, local authorities in England are obliged to
maintain two registers: one of people indicating
an interest in self-building, the other of land within
their boundaries that can be made available for this
purpose. Some local authorities, such as Plymouth,
have become active supporters and/or participants
in Self- and Custom Build projects, seeing this as a
way to match their redundant land holdings to the
availability of government finance for affordable
housebuilding.

It is too early yet to see the results of these recent
initiatives, but one thing is clear: timber products
and prefabricated systems not only allow such pro-
jects to be constructed more quickly, they are also
more accurate in assembly, ensuring the high levels

of airtightness and thermal efficiency necessary to >>
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i WE ARE THE
# DEALERS OF !
BURNWELL, BAVATEC,
KH L P LANT CHAPTRACK, FECON & #

AND MACHINERY SERRAT EQUIPMENT

£33 BURNWELL INCINERATORS {:} BAVATEC H h d
We sell a range of air curtain We supply the full range of these e at WO (.)
incinerators for the quick and quality German attachments N urseriles Ltd
safe disposal of vegetation, including selector grabs, buckets,
animal and wood waste. quick hitches and grapples etc.
{3 CHAPTRACK #i3 FECON
We are exclusive UK suppliers of We sell the full range — whether
this amazing forestry, utility and it's a new mulching head or a
industrial tool carrier. complete new mulching machine.
i3 SERRAT {:} USED MACHINES & HEADS
Serrat make forestry and We always offer a wide range
agricultural mulcher heads to of used equipment, so if your
suit tractors, excavators, and skid budget doesn’t stretch to a new
steer machines. machine give us a call.

eathwood expands native stock in cell grown

from British seed origins. Customers past and
present can have total confidence in buying from
Heathwood - we are inspected and approved and
look forward to hearing from you.

www.heathwood.co.uk

01948 840 120 | sales@heathwood.co.uk

01376 550989 plant@khlplant.com The Meadows, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, SY13 2JA

STIHL®> HUSQVARNA®+ TMC CANCELA®- WORKSHOP TOOLS - ARB EQUIPMENT « HAND TOOLS « PPE

NEW RANGE -
for Forestry
Professionals

Introducing SPALDINGS NEIV Forestry
catalogue — presenting a complete range
of tools, equipment, PPE and accessories
selected for the forestry industry.

« Wide range of quality products from leading brands
« Approved dealer for Stihl, Husqvarna & TMC Cancela
« Gustomer in-field support and total service back-up
« Competitive pricing and free same-day despatch*

* Goods valued at over £10 million always in stock

« Over 60 years experience

FOR YOUR

FORESTRY
CATALOGUE!

°includes a WIDE range of workshop tools, J

1]
. alk: 0152
equipment and consumables 2507100

s T

l 01522 507100 ' SPALDINGS
Email: forestry@spaldings.co.uk « Visit: www.spaldings.co.uk/forestry

LTE‘ \i facebook.com/spaldings.Itd « twitter.com/Spaldings *Free same day despatch on all stock items (orders before 4pm, mainland UK). Minimum order value applies, ask for details.
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>>

reduce the country’s over-dependency on fossil fuel
and nuclear energy sources. Alongside the widen-
ing awareness of timber’s many construction ben-
efits is a greater appreciation of the environmental
advantages of using UK grown timber: principally a
reduction in volumes of imported timber and a con-
sequent decrease in the embodied energy (trans-
portation etc.) associated with this.

Opportunities for home-grown timber

Not all of the timber products and systems current-
ly used in UK construction can be easily replaced,
however: almost every solid laminated timber sys-
tem presently employed - such as cross laminated
timber, glulam, and LVL - is imported, with only a few
UK manufacturers making use of the home-grown
resources to create near-equivalent products: In-
wood Developments Ltd' in East Sussex specialises
in the use of sweet chestnut, Douglas fir and oak to
manufacture bespoke glulam beams; whilst Confor
member Buckland Timber? in Devon is involved with
BMTRADA in a testing programme to manufacture
glulam from larch, Douglas Fir and Sitka spruce.
The same is true of the increasingly popular modi-
fied wood products, where the only commercially-
available domestically-produced version is the ther-
mally-modified Brimstone® wood® made from ash,
sycamore or poplar being available (from Vastern
Timber in Wiltshire). L&G Homes* have invested in
a 500,000 sqg/ft manufacturing facility near Leeds
with the aim of producing 3000 modular housing
units per year from cross laminated timber it will
manufacture on the same premises, but whether
this will prove to be the sea-change needed to dra-
matically increase the use of UK-grown timber re-
mains to be seen, as there are technical challenges
involved for our sawmills in kiln-drying Sitka spruce
and other appropriate species down to the 10-12%
moisture content levels required.

Understanding the needs of a
construction sector in transformation
To understand the changing timber needs of the UK
construction industry, the forestry and timber pro-
cessing sectors need to acquaint themselves with
‘Modernise or Die’, the Farmer Review of the UK
Construction Labour Model that was published in
October 2016 and which received a formal govern-
ment response in July of this year. Even without the
uncertainties created by Brexit, the review paints a
bleak picture of the construction industry’s shrink-
ing workforce and its failure to invest in skills, or to
fully embrace the acceleration of the wider digital
revolution: hence its ominous title. The success or
otherwise of the modernised construction world
that Farmer recommends will stand or fall by the ef-
fectiveness of its supply chains and it is here that the
timber sector has to look to the future and recognise
the need for medium-to-long term planning and se-
rious investment in the technology required to meet
demand.

The demand is already there, as is comprehen-
sively evidenced in ‘The Modern Timber House in the
UK’, the new, 240 page publication commissioned

CONFOR.ORG.UK

by Wood for Good to highlight not only the range
of conventional and advanced timber technologies
currently being applied in the building of new hous-
ing throughout the country, but also the wide range
of applications they are being put to. Throughout its
14 chapters, this copiously illustrated book demon-
strates the many innovative and inspirational ways
that architects and engineers are finding to use
timber in all its forms. Whether in rural, suburban
or urban situations, from stick-built frames to multi-
storey residential buildings formed from cross lami-
nated timber and from green timber to hybrids that
integrate several different timber technologies, this
is a book to encourage and inspire residents, clients,
planners and other local and national government
building control officials to demand more and better
use of wood. And for those in the UK forestry and
timber processing sectors looking ahead to see how
benefits from the attendant opportunities might be
accrued: 2020 will not just be a post-Brexit year, it
will also be seen as the 20-20 measure of the indus-
try’s vision and ability to respond positively.

The author of ‘The Modern Timber House in the

UK’, Peter Wilson is an architect and director of
Edinburgh-based Timber Design Initiatives Ltd. The
company'’s work is founded on innovation in three
inter-connected areas, professional education on

all aspects of timber design and construction for
architects and engineers; the development and use
of new, timber-based products and construction
systems; and by creating demonstration projects for
the new, high-technology frontiers being opened by
engineered timber and modified wood products.

Top: Crow’s Nest, Lyme
Regis (Architect: AR Design
Studio. Photo: Martin Gardner)

Above left: Redshank,
Essex (Architect: Lisa Shell
Architects. Photo: Helene Binet)

Above right: Hannibal
Road Gardens (Architect:
Peter Barber Architects. Photo:
Morley von Sternberg)

REFERENCES

1 www.in-wood.co.uk

2 www.bucklandtimber.co.uk
3 www.brimstonewood.co.uk
4 www.legalandgeneral.com/
modular

The Modern Timber
House in the UK is
available from Wood
for Good or from the
publisher, Arcamedia
Ltd (http://arcamedia.
co.uk), price £35.
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Scotland poised to
take key role in
timber construction

i
e orestry and wood is now at the
heart of policy discussions about
land use, climate change and
house building in Scotland, said
Confor Chief Executive Stuart Goodall af-
ter the recent From Trees To Timber Homes
conference in Edinburgh.

Mr Goodall also told the conference,
sponsored by Wood for Good, that Scot-
land could lead the way in building more
warm, attractive and high-quality homes
fromm domestic timber if positive collabora-
tion between foresters, wood processors,
architects and house builders continues to
gather pace.

Fergus Ewing MSP, Scottish Govern-
ment Cabinet Secretary for Rural Economy
and Connectivity, told delegates: “People
love wood, they want wooden homes and
we should be overcoming the barriers and
challenges.”

He said increased tree planting targets
were a big part of this and more productive
planting was needed to maintain the mo-
mentum created by a strong timber supply
over the next 10-15 years.

“We have revised our approach to new
woodland creation,” said Mr Ewing. “l ex-
pect to achieve our 10,000 hectare an-
nual target soon and we have increased
that to 15,000 hectares by 2025. There is
cross-party support in the Scottish Parlia-
ment for more planting so people making
investment decisions know there won’t be
an abrupt shift in policy.

“We are implementing all recommenda-
tions in the Mackinnon report [to speed up
planting approvals] and the new Forestry
Bill will include a new forestry strategy.
I'm excited about using more high-quality,
home-grown timber in construction and
offsite construction is on an upward curve.”

Mr Ewing said planting targets were
linked clearly to policy objectives - tack-
ling climate change and using more home-
grown timber. The ambition is to use 3

Speakers at From Trees to Timber Homes, the Scottish
Forestry Conference held in Edinburgh in September,
were upbeat about the prospects for the role of
domestic timber in construction. David Lee reports

million cubic metres of domestic timber an-
nually by 2023, from 2.2 million cubic me-
tres now. Stuart Goodall welcomed this, say-
ing although three-quarters of homes were
built with timber frames in Scotland (against
22 per cent in England), only around one-
third were built using Scottish timber.

Offsite construction
Calum Murray of CCG Scotland highlighted
the strength in offsite timber construction
in Scotland, now worth around £250 mil-
lion per year, with an ambition to grow to
£650 million by 2025. “Scotland is a market
leader and there is a tremendous opportu-
nity,” he said. “However, it’s not just about
high-quality offsite construction, it's also
about landing it on the site at exactly the
right time.”

Murray gave a recent example of suc-
cessful off-site construction where 185 flats
were wind and waterproof on-site within 26

-

Stuart Goodall presents Fergus Ewing with
Confor’s A Common Countryside Policy
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weeks - probably a year or more quicker
than 10-15 years ago.

Despite barriers to growth, including a
“prehistoric construction culture” and slow
planning system, Murray said Scotland had
the “skills and capability” to develop a mass
offsite timber construction base. Busi-
nesses were already collaborating effec-
tively through Offsite Solutions Scotland,
a group of nine timber-using construction
businesses, including CCG, Makar Homes
and Carbon Dynamic, who all spoke at the
conference.

Murray said they were sharing R&D and
business knowledge, and aligning technol-
ogy and training needs. Dr Robert Hairstans
of Edinburgh Napier University said: “We
are moving away from an adversarial ap-
proach to business and looking at collabo-
ration; these firms work across Scotland in
different sectors and there is a huge market
share to take advantage of.”

Stuart Goodall said: “We heard from
pioneers like CCG and Makar Homes, who
have proved we can push boundaries with
timber construction, and it’s about mak-
ing that mainstream - creating more warm,
beautiful, high-quality and sustainable
homes where people really want to live.

“As forestry becomes more attractive
and collaboration grows, we can put more
domestic timber into higher value areas
like construction - and build more of those
homes.”

Conference chair Muriel Gray asked Fer-
gus Ewing if the new Forestry Bill should
commit explicitly to expanding the forest
area in Scotland (now 18 per cent, with an
ambition to increase it to 21 per cent by
2032). He said: “We are totally committed
to growing the forest area. There are lots of
opportunities for more plantations.”

Mr Ewing insisted the planning system
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Left: Conference chair Muriel Gray with Stuart Goodall (/cft) and Andy Leitch

(Forestry Commission Scotland)

Right: The panel for Session 2 (/eft to right): Neil Sutherland (MAKAR), Max Garcia
(Carbon Dynamics), Christiane Lellig (Wood for Good) and Petra Biberach (PAS)

was more amenable to using timber, with
officials “giving clear direction”. He said he
had spoken directly to planners in areas
where new forests are most likely to be
sited and it was a partnership approach:
“Councils have democratic responsibility
but we have to get on with it and see more
forests. Planting applications are up [across
Scotland] and productive applications are
up too.”

Stuart Goodall

presented Mr Ewing

with Confor’s new document, A Common
Countryside Policy ahead of the confer-
ence.

Prof Davy McCracken of SRUC sup-
ported a more integrated land use ap-
proach: “There are lots of heads in the
sand thinking everything is going to be
OK - it’'s not. Some farmers are getting
40-50 per cent of their income from the
Common Agricultural Policy and integrat-
ed land management producing multiple

benefits has to be the way forward.”

Conservative MSP Peter Chapman, a
farmer for 40 years in North-east Scotland,
said: “In Scotland, if you plant trees on your
land, it is somehow seen as failure. We have
to change that mindset and | think we can
doit.

“It’s not about planting whole farms, just
a portion to create a micro-climate to help
livestock and provide that extra woodland
asset in 20-30 years’ time. My focus is to
help change the mindset of the farming
community, to see forestry as an asset, not
a failure of the business model.”
» See p6 for full story on A Common
Countryside Policy

Pushing at the
boundaries of
construction

Glasgow-based construction firm CCG
(Scotland) Ltd is pushing the boundaries
in the Scottish housing sector shown
through a state-of-the-art residential
housing development in Yoker, west
Glasgow. Specialists in the applied

use of ‘Off-Site’ Modern Methods of
Construction with the manufacture

of closed panel timber systems, the
company is now actively researching

and developing the applied use of Cross
Laminated Timber (CLT) for flatted house
types. This is shown by Ellerslie Road, a
42-home development that is presently
being constructed on behalf of Sanctuary
Scotland Housing Association. Reaching
seven storeys, Ellerslie Road has been
constructed entirely using CLT and is the
tallest timber structure in Scotland.

CONFOR.ORG.UK
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A wooded living landscape -
a vision for the future

Neil Sutherland challenges
both current planning and
woodland thinking across the UK

oodlands make great places to live

and work; across Mainland Europe

such a reality is undeniable. Wood-

land provides a sheltered microcli-
mate and a definition of space and function. When
found in association with domestic household ac-
tivities they are often inspired and positive environ-
ments for a wide range of compatible activities. Yet
in the UK, few contemporary examples of this type
of place-making interaction exist.

Living in and around woodland is the norm in
many parts of Europe. In Sweden, there are 355,000
private forest owners, who, in aggregate, own 50%
of the forest land area and supply about 60% of the
timber produced. Private forest ownership in Nordic
countries is often described as family forestry, which
highlights the close relationship between people
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and woodland.

Another example of land-use integration is the
Swiss multiple-use rural development co-dependent
functional approach combining agriculture, forestry,
industry & housing.

It could be argued that in the UK we are currently
missing out on the rural development potential of
both existing woodland and woodland expansion
through the limited way in which our present cul-
tural perceptions relate to woodland in proximity to
development.

This tendency is expressed in planning policies
which regard tree places as single-use rather than
multiple-use land utilisation. Planning, however, is
ultimately concerned with public benefits. Seeing
the potential for the multiple land-use of wood-
lands could create a range of public benefits, includ-
ing; improved land management, better protection
of watercourses, improved wildlife & biodiversity
management, increased opportunities for housing,
increased provision of space for business activities

Understanding
a place - its
physical, social,
economic,
cultural and
environmental
characteristics -
is a fundamental
prerequisite of
good planning.
James Mackinnon
(retired Scottish

Government Chief
Planner)
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Both Planning and future
woodland are concerned with
long-term community resilience
and prosperity. In bringing them
together purposefully they could
bear far more fruit than their
individual parts.

Neil Sutherland

(eg workshops and home offices), reduction in fuel
poverty through the provision of local wood-fuel,
increased opportunities for local food production,
increased opportunities for improved access to, and
interpretation of, woodlands.

Culturally, we seem a long way from an intimate
relationship between trees, woodland and everyday
ordinary life. A quick look at the North West coast
of Norway on Google Earth confirms another ap-
proach: housing groups, individual houses, industry,
public buildings, intimately integrated within a natu-
ral as well as a managed landscape.

Both planning and future woodland are concerned
with long-term community resilience and prosperity.
In bringing them together purposefully they could
bear far more fruit than their individual parts.

In recent decades, patterns of rural living and
working across the UK have changed considerably
and will continue to change. Home-based economic
activity - home-working, light industrial activities
(eg crafts) [increasingly related to internet sales]
is not catered for in zoned single-use edge-of-set-
tlement house allocations. At the same time, the
renting of space on industrial estates is often finan-
cially unrealistic and inconvenient for many. Modest
home-based enterprise activities, the result of en-
trepreneurial and enterprise thinking, requires active
public sector support in the form of proactive and
visionary Development Plans.

There are positive trends in the many growing
signs of a shift in attitudes towards woodland and
human relationships; the hutting movement, wood-
land crofting, community woodlands, agro-forestry,
forest gardens and changing practices in woodland
management.

Rural areas of the UK need to represent and make
available places of creativity and economic activity.
The benefits of population density, cooperation and
interaction are assumed to be an urban phenome-
non yet this is as relevant to rural life - in terms of ac-
tual human community, dependency and resilience.

We believe we need to find simple ways to unlock
the potential for woodland sites to offer suitable ru-
ral development opportunities, particularly the op-
portunities to link housing and business activities.
Such a link could unlock opportunities and provide
security for many families.

Aspirational, perhaps, radical incentives for
woodland expansion coordinated with rural busi-

CONFOR.ORG.UK

ness and housing development are required.

At MAKAR we are piloting a number of settle-
ment Master-plans - three initiatives of 18, 35 and
160 homes respectively, which aim to integrate high-
quality (timber) housing with appropriate large and
small areas of woodland establishment to create
amenity, shelter, privacy and beauty. These posi-
tive landscaped interventions are being designed in
conjunction with green infrastructure - expressed
swales, ponds and flood mitigation areas, often un-
dergrounded and fenced off in conventional hous-
ing developments. Such green infrastructure spaces
rather than be characterized by maintenance heavy
grassed open space, which nobody uses, could be
low maintenance and productive beautiful places.

Bringing people closer to trees and trees closer
to habitation could be seen as consistent and sup-
portive of the general trend towards high quality
place-making, and the mainstreaming of low-energy
demand and low-carbon timber housing.

Typical settlements
in the UK (top) and
Norway (above)

Neil Sutherland is
director of Makar Ltd, an
architect-led design and
build company based in
Inverness, Scotland.

www.makar.co.uk

FORESTRY & TIMBER NEWS + October 2017 37



Contract service and
equipment suppliers

Tree Stability & Safety

DynaRoot

Calculates tree stability using
the wind.

YECTOR

POWERDRIVE

o’ Tree
" Diagnostics

070

Difficult Terrain and
Inaccessible Places
no Problem

Static Assessment (Tree Pulling)

Substitutes the wind load acting on
a tree and measures the trees
response to uprooting stability and
risk of trunk breakage.

| M8 Tracked -
Post Driver

ali Decay & Defect Detection

Microsecond Timer

Quickly measure the time taken
by a ‘Stress Wave’ across a stem
or branch.

ArborSonic 3D Acoustic
Tomograph

Detect, size and location of
decayed or hollow section.

Distributor: Mark Vigrass
Tel: 07971 190 345
Email: sales@markvigrass.co.uk
www.vectorpowerdrive.com

01423 323851 |1 07831 530563

info@treediagnostics.co.uk
www.treediagnostics.co.uk

BAG Supplies Ltd.

Packaging suppliers covering the UK and Europe

We specialise in the supply of all types of firewood and kindling

net bags, ventilated bulk bags, cubic nets and frames, bag loading
trays, polypropylene sacks, standard bulk bags, LDPE sacks

and storage tarpaulins.

We carry a large range of stock in various sizes at our
warehouse for delivery within 48 hours of your order.
We even offer a free personalised print and design service

so your nets/bags can be ordered with your logo or design.

We’ve got
It in the baqg!

t 01768 862157 ™ 07798 723040

¢ info@bagsupplies.com WWW, bags up pﬁes.c om

38 FORESTRY & TIMBER NEWS « October 2017 CONFOR.ORG.UK



GROWN IN BRITAIN

Constructing the future

Grown in Britain week, 9-15 October 2017

s the old saying goes, the future is what we
Amake it. Constructing on-going awareness

of the quality, availability, and economic and
environmental contribution of British-grown tim-
ber beyond the immediate confines of the timber
industry is where Grown in Britain Week comes in.
Running from 9-15 October, the campaign is offer-
ing its first set of marketing materials for supporters,
available from the Grown in Britain website, and has
produced specific ideas and advice for its supporter
base and industry partners.

“This year’s theme is ‘Celebrating Great British
Wood’,” says CEO Dougal Driver. “We want to en-
courage wide participation and recognition of the
value of British-grown timber in all its facets, from
social and economic to environmental,” he adds.

A leaflet or poster template and templates for
two different promotional stickers are available.
They are being circulated through the organisation’s
200-strong supporter network, amongst licence-
holders, and via partner trade federations to over
2000 businesses nationwide.

Grown in Britain Week 2017 also features a con-
ference jointly staged by GiB, the Country Land &
Business Association and the Forestry Commission,
on 12th October. The business- oriented theme is
‘Adding Value to Woodland’. Places can be booked
via the link on the Grown in Britain Week web page
or via the CLA. Other organisations and events tak-
ing place in Grown in Britain Week are listed on the
organisation’s website. Grown in Britain licence-
holders are also using the Week as a basis for their
own promotions, events and launches.

In progress with a view to launch during Grown
in Britain Week is a special joint project between
Grown in Britain and the British Woodworking Fed-
eration. This will provide one softwood and one
hardwood exemplar timber windows, made from
British-grown timber kindly donated by licence-

holders Tyler Hardwoods and Vastern Timber. These
are likely to be on show at UK Construction Week
at Birmingham’s NEC, which this year coincides with
Grown in Britain Week.

Send an E-postcard and promote home-grown timber

A further ‘first’ for Grown in Britain Week is a series of e-postcards
publicising the different aspects, uses and the multiple values of British-
grown timber. Each card features either products from a Grown in Britain
licence-holder relevant to the theme, or projects from some of the UK’s
leading timber specialist architectural practices including Gaia Architects,
Roderick James Architects, Glenn Howells Architects, and Architype. The
postcards will appear initially on the campaign’s Twitter feed and will then
be distributed through its marketing channels. Visit www.growninbritain.
org for details.

Photo: Roderick James Architects

Swedish timber trailers and cranes
From 1.3 to 15 tonne capacity

Full range of telescopic cranes
Minimal ground impact and damage

Specialist trailers for use with ATVs

FTN4-17

Fuelwood (Warwick) Ltd
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Timber Extraction
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INFRASTRUCTURE & TRANSPORT

oy Roland Stiven =nd Kirsty Robb

Forest infrastructure

Engineering change
We are in the midst of our largest ever
harvesting programme; felling, forwarding
and transporting 10m tonnes of timber
each year, mostly from first rotation
plantations in rough terrain. You might
therefore presume that the forestry sector
has become the domain of qualified
engineers but, in reality, they are few and
far between.

Complaining recently about the
dearth of qualified forest engineers, | was
promptly informed that there are plenty
of engineers out there but forestry is often

CONFOR.ORG.UK

unwilling to pay the going rate. There is
truth in this; we work at the low-margin
raw material end of the supply chain and
have a tradition of keeping costs low by
extending the supposed competency
of the forester to cover everything from
ecological scientist to roads engineer.
We don’t have good statistics on the
scale of forest road construction. Forest
Enterprise Scotland, which manages 26%
of the conifer plantation resource in the
UK, has a road network of 9700km and
an annual construction programme of
about 70km of new road and 100km of

road upgrading. In addition, they maintain
(grade, roll, ditch etc) something like 10%
of the network each year. Many of the
private sector forests coming on stream
require new roading, so the UK forest
road construction programme might be at
around three times the FES programme.
Times are changing; we work within
a more demanding regulatory and legal
environment; the roads and bridges we
build will be used by ever more complex
and expensive machinery under changing
climatic conditions alongside numerous
recreational and other users. They must
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loglogic

loglogic.co.uk

Sawmilling with a

& PETERSON IZZz3

SWINGBLADE technology
. WITH LOW MAINTENANCE COSTS

British Hardwood

Growing Timber in Fine Mesh Shelters
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OUR FINE MESH SHELTERS blend in with the
landscape, and because of their ventilation, are happy in
our warmer and changing climate, wind blow resistant,
and bird friendly, (they can climb in and out). Trees may
grow a little slower, but have stronger stems.
MANUFACTURERS of Spiral Guards and
WHOLESALERS of Fine Mesh Shelters,
Plastic Mesh Deer Fencing,
canes, stakes, mulch mats, etc etc and
Forestry & Hedge Plants of Native Provenance
‘The One Stop Forestry Shop’
Large Stocks Ensures Fast Service
Tel: 01588 650496
Fax: 01588 650631 For our full brochure
FARM FORESTRY Co Ltd
Eaton Farm, Bishops Castle,
Shropshire SY9 5HX
www.farmforestry.co.uk

Tree Nursery st s

Hedgerow & ¢ :'_-l" . UK grown
woodland T gl ¢ bare root
trees, shrubs

By "“Gi & hedging
S V\
Tree guards,

shelters &
accessories

PES

Rapid
delivery,
nationwide

Nationwide
service from
the heart of

The UK forestry and hedging experts
UK provenance stock

Contact us today for a competitive quotation

Call our team: 01673 818443 or visit

our website: www.britishhardwood.co.uk
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INFRASTRUCTURE & TRANSPORT

be safe, efficient, robust and maintainable
and fit into the landscape becoming

part of the permanent, land use change
from upland grazing to sustainable,
multipurpose forestry.

Forest roads
Talking to hauliers you get the impression
that, too often, our forest roads are less
than adequate for the timber lorries which,
despite some modifications, are effectively
standard 44 tonne haulage vehicles,
designed for efficient running on a trunk
road.

Road widths are narrow leaving
little margin in slippery conditions and
requiring every lorry follow the same
wheel path encouraging deformation
and rutting. Corners are tight, gradients
can be steep and, particularly where the Potholes in a forest road
running surface is poor, this makes for
difficult driving conditions. Turning areas
and passing places may be insufficient to
cope with multiple vehicles servicing busy
sites keeping up with high production
harvesters.

Maintenance ‘regimes’ can be more
a case of responding when the road
becomes impassable rather than planned
monitoring and maintenance. When
impromptu improvements are made, a top
coat of sharp stones with no time to settle
may result in punctures and tyre blow
outs, sometimes several miles down the
public road.

Stacking and loading areas should
be properly prepared to prevent lorries

loading directly off the narrow forest road, . . L e e o
their stabiliser legs gouging holes in the Well prepared harvesting interface Photo Kirsty Robb
road edges risking collapse.

The ‘harvesting interface’ includes areas for siting winches need planned and widened, every gradient change that
access ramps into the forest from the prepared. requires a hurried gear shift, every
forest road and appropriate off-road If the hauliers are right, we need to up misaligned bridge or lump in the road
routes to stacking and servicing areas our game and take more time, expertise will, over the years, generate many driver
keeping harvesting machinery off the and resources to plan and prepare our curses, increase wear and tear on the
forest road. On steeper sites, suitable forest infrastructure. Every corner not drivers, the vehicles, and the road, and

AW Heavy Duty Professional Log S_plitters

Heavy duty splitters from 7-28 tonne capacity
Horizontal, vertical & combi types available
Hydraulic, PTO, engine & electric power options
Heavy duty, robust build quality

Incredibly fast, double pump action

FTN4-17 Fuelwood (Warwick) Ltd www.fuelwood.co.uk t: 01926 484673
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add continuing cost to the supply chain.
A recent shift towards asking the buyers
of standing sales to create or upgrade
harvesting access may not encourage
careful planning and durable investment.

Making a good entrance

Our forest entrances tend to be a legacy
from when the trees were planted;
hurriedly prepared in the 1970s for transit
vans, Land Rovers, tractors and the odd 32
tonne lorry.

Inevitably some entrances will require
improvement, or even relocation, to ensure
heavy traffic can enter and leave the site
safely and to prevent forest debris, muck
and water from running onto the public
road. Any physical alterations, even on
minor roads, will require permissions
from the council and the relevant roads
authority. The public road itself may
be more fragile than the forest road
and where this is taking the brunt of
lorry braking and turning it can soon be
damaged.

Most of the timber transport groups in
Scotland and the north of England have
identified where timber joins the public
road and there are plans to review some of
these entrances to help illustrate a range
of appropriate specifications to suit the
different circumstances.

Smaller woodland areas will struggle
to cover the costs for significant
infrastructure. Sometimes the entrance
may be extended as a roadside stacking
and loading bay providing enough space
for machinery to work safely off the
public road. Grants are available for
infrastructure improvements where this is
required to bring smaller woodland areas
into productive management.

To control vehicle access and ensure
timber security there is now the technology
for off-grid automated vehicle control
barriers using CCTV, number plate
recognition and wireless data services. As
the price of such equipment drops the days
of forgetting the padlock key or number
may finally be over (to be displaced by
other technology failures no doubt).

Going public
Minor rural roads make up the large part
of the UK road network and provide the
access to most of the forest resource.
The roads were developed to serve
previous land uses and, in many cases, the
improvements required to build capacity
for modern heavy haulage are lagging well
behind the land use change.

Forestry expansion has been driven
by national governments while the
minor roads are the responsibility of

High specification junction between a
public road and a high volume shared-
use forest road

local authorities with their own priorities
and resource constraints. In the upland
plantation areas this public infrastructure
gap is a real constraint on the efficiency
of our harvesting supply chain with

lorry access and frequency having to be
managed to minimise expensive damage
to roads.

Of additional recent concern is the
implications of this for achieving new
planting targets. The councils and forestry
authorities, always keen to learn from
the past, are increasingly questioning
how proposed new areas of productive
forestry will be transported to market
and are less than willing to give carte
blanche to new planting currently
accessed by weak roads. There is little
point upgrading remote roads now, for a
future harvest, decades down the line, but
how, and who, do we commit to public
road improvements in an unknown future
context? Quite how this conundrum will
be resolved is still being worked out.

More encouraging has been the not
insignificant sums going into public road
improvements to serve existing forests. In
Northumberland, with input and support
from the local timber transport group,
the county council applied for and was
awarded a £5m share of the government’s
national £75m Highway Maintenance
Challenge Fund. Combined with a £1.5m
of their own funding, this is seeing
improvements to 24km of highway along
three key rural routes serving timber and
other industries.

In Scotland, the Strategic Timber
Transport Scheme has awarded a record
£7.05m pounds this year towards fifty
timber transport projects that benefit
communities and the environment, with
the large part of the money going into
improvements to minor public roads.
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Haul roads
and sea roads

With the support of an active timber
transport group, and grant support through
the (Scottish) Strategic Timber Transport
Scheme (and its precursors), many of most
of the obvious opportunities to build in-
forest shared haul roads have been taken.
These can serve multiple forests and cross
several ownerships bringing large volumes
of timber out onto more suitable roads. In
Argyll, the Dunoon Haul Road, the North
and South Kintyre haul roads, the South
West Cowal haul road, West Loch Awe and
North-West Mull haul roads are key exam-
ples, but there are others throughout the
well forested parts of Scotland and Wales.
There remain identified opportunities for

a few more, particularly if these can also
serve other uses such as providing access
to windfarms, or powerline developments.
However, they are not without their chal-
lenges; managing shared use and ensuring
equitable charging and timely maintenance
requires deliberate and ongoing manage-
ment time as well as significant on-going
material cost. In some cases, making the
choice between investing in a haul road
specifically for timber or rather upgrad-
ing the public road - with benefits for all

- can be controversial. The practicalities of
agreeing community priorities, establishing
access rights and finding sufficient public
or private funding at the right time may
become the driver behind one or the other
as much as any strategic position.

Coastal shipping of timber is significant,
particularly from Argyll and the Highland
west coast and islands. Landing craft
are taking timber directly out of a forest
onto boats, with fairly minimal shoreside
infrastructure, equivalent to the cost of
forest roads. The floating piers such as
those used on the Isle of Mull, Kingairloch,
Glenelg, Loch Fyne, Raasay, Jura cost a
bit more, requiring fairly large volumes
of timber (or a lack of real alternative) to
justify the investment. The boats are taking
timber to sawmills in Fort William, Ayr-
shire, Workington and Ireland and around
the north coast to Inverness and main-
land Europe. The volume of international
trade tends to depend on the exchange
rates and the Argyll to Ayrshire route is
supported by the Scottish Government
through the Timberlink service. Grants
are available for other domestic shipping
routes that takes lorry traffic of our roads
but there has been limited uptake.
http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/support-
ing/forest-industries/timber-transport
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Managing
fragile roads
N Argyll

The Argyll Timber Transport Group’s
Agreed Routes Map has over thirty
management plans in place for fragile
public roads. These are voluntary
agreements between the council and
forest industries where restrictions

on the type of vehicle, frequency and
timing of load are used as an effective
way of facilitating timber haulage while
preserving the condition of the road

for all users. The number of plans in
place together with the wider network

of relatively weak roads is now having a
knock-on effect on the haulage fleet. We
simply don’t have enough lower impact
timber lorries of the required configuration
(often wagon and drag with, twin or maxi
wheels and tyre pressure control systems
to service the number of harvesting sites
on the fragile routes.

Forestry Commission Scotland is
categorising part of their forest road
network to allow only lower impact
vehicles to be used from 2021 which will
put additional pressure on the hauliers to
adapt their fleets. However, such vehicles
have less load capacity and where timber
is being transported to market by road out
of Argyll hauliers need facilities to transfer
timber onto standard artic trailers. This
will maximise the tonnes of timber per
load saving fuel and time and making the
whole operation more efficient. The group
is identifying locations to create safe
and secure areas for cross loading with
systems in place for timber security and
chain of custody traceability.

Kirsty Robb
(Argyll Timber Transport Group )

Woodland infrastructure
support in England

Countryside Stewardship is a Rural
Development Programme for England
(RDPE) grant scheme which provides
support for woodland and land managers
improve the environment. Specific support
is available for preparing a woodland
management plan, improving existing
woodlands, supporting woodland creation
and addressing tree health issues.
Infrastructure support is an existing
option within the Higher Tier Woodland
Improvement Grant and it will also be
available for new woodland creation
schemes from 2018.

The Woodland Infrastructure option
(FY2) provides 40% of actual costs
and its aim is to make woodlands more
accessible by road, allowing timber and
other forest products to be moved more
easily. This will improve the management
of the woodland. From 2018 it can also be
used to support the establishment of new
woodland. The funding can be used for
extraction tracks, haulage roads, turning
points, woodland security (new entrance
gates) and entrances or laybys.

A key point to note is the requirement
to have a Forestry Commission approved
management plan which identifies the
access issues which need to be addressed.
For creation the Woodland Creation plan
must identify the need for the proposed
access to support the establishment of
the new woodland. Also both Higher
Tier Woodland Improvement Support
and Woodland Creation grant operate
within application windows. The Forestry
Commission are currently processing the
Woodland Improvement applications
for 2017 so this is currently closed but
details of Woodland Creation grant offer

for 2018 is expected to be published later
this month with all the information being
available on the website.

Confor’s National Manager for

Wales adds:

Wales has many very small woodlands
which are unlikely to support significant
infrastructure investment and it would
be helpful if some costs for future
infrastructure improvements or creation
could be included in public support to
encourage the inclusion of a productive
element in woodland creation.

The Welsh timber business investment
scheme (TBIS) funds works that will
assist in bringing woods and forests
into management. The guidance notes
preclude standard road transport activities
but it would support costs related to
the mobilising of wood, for example,
transportation of wood within a forest
by specialised forestry equipment which
might include access facilities or stacking
areas. As yet no dates have been set for
the next Expressions of interest round.

Scottish Grants

The Scottish Forestry Grant Scheme
offers infrastructure grants for woods
under 50 ha to provide support for
new access infrastructure that will
bring small scale, undermanaged or
inaccessible existing woodlands back
into active management. The fixed
rate grants support the construction of
forest roads, entrances, turning areas,
loading bays and lay-bys. Similar grants
are available to sheep farmers creating
new productive woodlands up to 50 ha.

CONFOR.ORG.UK

Information is available on:
Constructing and managing

Cama
=]
B "LTH\' l"b-

forest roads

Transporting Timber and
Loading timber from roadside
forests

Relevant grants in Scotland,
England and Wales

T Tl e

www.confor.org

S S e
=y -

FORESTRY & TIMBER NEWS « October 2017 45



The Life of a Tree
Chapter 3: Processing and Utilisation

OAK

GRADING

This article will focus on the species of
oak native to the UK (pedunculate and
sessile). After oak trees are felled the
timber would usually be graded using
the criteria of diameter, length and lack
of defects.

In most circumstances the longer
and straighter the better but oak is

DOUGLAS FIR
GRADING

Douglas fir (DF), like most
species of softwood, is usually
initially visually graded on

the basis of size, straightness
and knot size prior to further
utilisation.

Typically, the larger the
diameter and longer and
straighter the length the more
valuable the timber will be.

Unlike most species of UK
grown softwood there is a
significant premium for larger
DF poles and logs in terms of
£/tonne and this encourages
growers to extend typical
rotation lengths to 60-80 years
rather than the more typical
40-50 years for spruce.

a species where all grades can be
effectively utilised and relatively short
bent sections can serve a purpose.

One interesting anomaly of the UK
oak industry is that whilst the softwood
industry is totally metric, hardwoods are
still generally measured in the Imperial
Hoppus system of measuring.

PROCESSING

When oak is going to be used for construction purposes
the initial processing involves the sawing of the logs into
boards, followed by an air drying process. Compared to
other species oak dries quite slowly and the air drying
process can take up to five years. Air drying of oak takes
places at a rate of 25-30mm per year. Even when not being
used for constructional purposes oak logs are usually

air dried for a considerable time before being sawn. One
exception to this rule is when the oak logs are being used
for veneering, in which case they are veneered ‘green’ and
then the veneers are left to dry.

Once the air drying process is completed the boards
can then be subjected to further processing.

Most other grades of oak are also sawn after air drying.

Oak products are routinely kiln dried but only after the
afore mentioned air drying.

The number of sawmills in the UK able to process oak
logs has reduced in the last
20 years and this has
primarily been caused
by the reduced
availability of good
quality UK grown oak.

PROCESSING

Better quality DF logs are routinely air dried for several
weeks prior to processing and this seasoning process
is aimed at reducing the moisture content down to
25-30%.

After processing timber hoping to be utilised for
construction would be subject to machine stress
grading for strength (European specification).
Depending on the results the timber would be given
a strength class nd this would ultimately determine
whether it could be utilised for its intended purpose.

Lower value logs would tend to be processed

‘green’ along with other mixed conifer species e — e
and then depending on the end use kiln _‘m

dried and if for outside use treated with — —
a preservative.

The UK market for large
diameter DF logs is not large but
a number of sawmills still exist
that are capable of dealing with
these logs.




Following the first and second chapters in the Life of a Tree -
Nursery and Forest - we now move to Processing and Utilisation.

by lan Robinson, Scottish Woodlands

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS

Oak can suffer from a number of timber defects. Typically these
defects, such as rot, discoloration due to metal and crackin,g cause
the timber to be degraded.

Oak has specific issues such as star and ring shake. Shake is
undetectable prior to felling and although little understood, it is
usually found in trees growing on sandy or gravel (dry) sites. It is
much less common on more fertile clay-loam (wetter) sites.

Oak provides a wide range of marketable products and is potentially the

Other defects that can adversely affect oak after sawing is
surface checking and cracking which is principally caused by
ineffective drying.

One thing that is key to maximising the value of large mature
oak is to fell them before they become moribund and rotten.
This is a common problem in the UK as the trend is to only fell
large oak when they are showing signs of die-back and decay. If
managed correctly they could have been felled earlier and the
timber better utilised.

Much of the oak timber utilised in the UK is imported from
France and Germany. The contintental oak is generally smaller
in diameter but straighter and more uniform. It is graded into

various categories including unedged timber, square edged timber

and squared beams. Whilst this can be a major selling point for
the imported oak, UK-grown oak products can benefit from the
‘Grown in Britain Label’ as well as generally larger dimensions and
the timber having a more aesthetically pleasing ‘figure’ due to our

most valuable timber that can be grown in the UK based on £/tonne.

The most valuable products are veneers for the furniture trade. Pippy
and burr oaks are especially sought after with the logs being sent to Europe
for processing.

Qak is also used in high-quality furniture manufacture such as table tops,
joinery, flooring and increasingly in oak frame buildings either as part of a
renovation project or in new builds where it is used for decorative rather
than structural purposes.

The grades used for these construction purposes are green structural
oak, air-dried structural oak and QP1 grade beams.

Other lower grade construction uses would include joinery, flooring,
planking and cladding.

Oak timber is also utilised in higher value fencing products and sleepers
for use in landscaping. In Europe oak sleepers are utilised on the railways
but not in the UK. Other specialised uses of oak are in boat building (short
and bent sections for ribs) and for smoking fish.

The lowest grade products usually end up in firewood although in the

harsher and more variable climate and growing conditions.

POTENTIAL
PROBLEMS

The main issue affecting DF is quality.
To achieve the premium prices the
logs need to be straight and have a
low rate of taper. Ideally, these high
value logs would be 9m in length
and have a top diameter of 30-45cm.
Larger diameter logs are marketable
but the demand is lower, they may
be coarser and fewer mills can deal
with them.
As mentioned in Chapter 2 DF
is a more demanding tree when
compared to the spruces and most
poor quality DF results from it being
. grown on unsuitable soils or on
sites with too much exposure.
Possible timber defects would
~ include rot and drought crack
but these can usually be

= detected before harvesting.

past collection of oak bark for tanning was an important part of the rural

economy in some parts of the UK such as the Lake District.

DF has often been described as “Poor Man’s Oak”.

Compared to most softwoods grown in the UK
it has a wider range of end uses and is often used
as a cheaper alternative to oak. Specialised uses
attracting a premium price would be construction
of log cabins, large beams, large sections for sea
defences and piers and bridges.

For large sectional construction work quality
(straightness) is more important than size.

Other more general construction uses include
joinery, flooring and cladding.

Lower value products would be utilised in
fencing, pallet making and chipboard manufacture
or biomass.

WEB RESOURCES

Read and download chapters 1 and 2
www.confor.org.uk
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Towards a Woodland Water Code?

Encouraging tree planting for
water quality benefits

Gregory Valatin and Tom Nisbet
of Forest Research provide
insights into collaborations in the
PESFOR-W project

iffuse pollution from agriculture is a ma-
jor environmental problem. It is a signifi-
cant pressure for over 40% of Europe’s
river and coastal water bodies, responsi-
ble for degrading water quality, damaging freshwa-
ter life and reducing recreational and cultural amen-
ity values. This represents a major cost to society.
For example, South West Water estimate that 17%
of their customers’ bills is for water treatment to
remove diffuse pollutants for the provision of clean
drinking water.

While efforts continue by farmers and research-
ers to find ways of reducing diffuse pollutant losses
through changes to farming practices, it is increas-
ingly recognised that other ‘measures’ will be re-
quired to achieve water targets and protect the
water environment. This includes utilising the ability
of trees to intercept and reduce the flow of pollut-
ants from adjacent agriculture. Strategically placed
woodlands can be very effective at controlling dif-
fuse pollution, as well as delivering other water ser-
vices.

The benefits of tree planting for protecting water
quality and reducing flood risk have informed wood-
land creation grants in England since 2012, with ad-
ditional payments or points awarded in priority are-
as. However, planting rates remain limited, which in a
large part is thought to be due to insufficient incen-
tives for landowners to plant trees on higher valued
agricultural land, where pollutant losses are often
greatest. Better quantification of the value of wood-
land creation for removing diffuse pollutants would
strengthen the economic case for supporting tree
planting for water benefits through grants, or other
Payments for Ecosystem Services (PES) schemes.

The benefits of tree planting for
protecting water quality and
reducing flood risk have informed
woodland creation grants in
England since 2012
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Market-based
instruments (MBI)

Conservation
auctions

Voluntary
markets

Polluter pays

Payment for ecosystem services (PES)

The effectiveness and cost-effectiveness of
woodland planting to reduce diffuse pollution is
the subject of a new international research network
(PESFOR-W) created in autumn 2016 and support-
ed by the European Cooperation in Science and
Technology (EU COST) programme. PESFOR-W
aims to improve Europe’s capacity to use woodland
for water PES and help tackle diffuse water pollution
by pooling knowledge and experience from across
many countries. It will develop standard approach-
es and tools to quantify the cost-effectiveness of
woodland planting for reducing the five main diffuse
pollutants - sediment, nitrate, phosphate, pesticides
and Faecal Indicator Organisms, as well as consider
potential trade-offs for water quantity.

PESFOR-W currently draws on expertise from 38
countries and spans a range of disciplines, includ-
ing forestry, agriculture, water and environmental
economics. It includes participants not just from
research institutes, but also from those engaged in
existing woodland for water PES schemes, and aims
to involve a wide spectrum including landowners,
industry and regulators. A key task is to gather evi-
dence from case studies across Europe. The aim is to
incorporate this information into a publically avail-
able web-based, spatial repository, and to draw les-
sons from existing schemes to provide guidance for
future PES implementation.

As the diagram above illustrates, broadly defined,
PES schemes can be considered to encompass a
range of different types of mechanisms. These in-
clude publicly funded schemes such as woodland
creation grants, agri-environmental schemes such as
the EU Rural Development Programme and use of

Continued on page 51
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EXISTING OR RECENT WOODLANDS FOR WATER QUALITY PES SCHEMES

CROATIA

Fund for forest functions of general benefits (FFGB)

Under the Forest law, all companies and business in Croatia
have to pay around 0.05 % of their income to the FFGB, part

of which goes towards woodland creation / regeneration and
forest management related to water-purification and protection.

Aalborg city council groundwater quality improvement
450 ha farmland converted to forest or permanent grass to
improve groundwater quality

Vigersted Groundwater Scheme
Copenhagen Energy purchased farmland and paid the
municipality to plant woodland to protect groundwater.

Water Supply Act Reforestation Levy

Consumers pay a levy on their water bills which funds land
purchase and afforestation (as well as forest management of
public land)

Massif de la Nerthe

To protect mineral water supplies for bottling, Coca-Cola
Enterprises in partnership with the City of Pennes-Mirabeau
financed reforestation during 2010-2013 to reduce sediment-
laden runoff in local public forests damaged by wildfires.

Henniez SA

To protect its water supply from pollutants such as nitrate,
chloride and pesticides, Henniez SA bought land around a
spring from which it extracts water and planted 200 hectares
of forest to form a protective belt (also halting arable
production), with a positive effect in limiting the nitrate content
of the mineral water.

Baden water utility / Miiller berewery

Mdller AG (a local brewery which owns water extraction rights
for a spring in MUsern auf der Baldegg) provided funds for the
municipality to restore nearby forests in 1999 in the aftermath
of hurricane Lothar.

SCAMP - Cumbria and South Lancashire, England

United Utilities is paying for some woodland creation (and
other land management measures) to increase water quality
(reduce discolouration).

English woodland grants scheme -

New woodlands for water

For a period, Forestry Commission England offered additional
£2000/ha grant for planting woodlands in appropriate
locations in priority catchments for water quality improvement
or flood risk attenuation. (The scheme has now been
superseded by the Countryside Stewardship scheme).

Rennes
Rennes city council financed creation of 70 ha of woodland in
a local catchment, successfully lowering nitrate concentrations
by 20%.

Vittel

Nestle Waters provides incentives for farmers to adopt a range
of land management measures including woodland in order to
reduce pollution of sources used by its mineral water bottling
plant (providing additional rent-free land to farmers), as well as
providing funding for management of local public forests.

Lower Saxony Oldenburg and East-Frisia Water Association
Purchase of land and afforestation to reduce impact of
agricultural nitrate pollution on groundwater (as well as
payments for replacing conifers with broadleaves - mainly
beech).

Munich water supply - Mangfall Valley - Stadtwerke Miinchen
Historic woodland creation (as well as more recent replacement
of conifers with broadleaves) to improve water quality.

CONFOR.ORG.UK

Forestry grants scheme (Scotland) -

Woodlands for water

Forestry Commission Scotland is offering an additional £130 -
£690/ha grants for planting woodlands in appropriate locations
in priority catchments for water quality improvement or flood
risk attenuation.
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RESEARCH

auction mechanisms to achieve greater environmen-
tal returns per £ of public expenditure. They also in-
clude in a carbon markets context, for example, cap
and trade schemes such as the EU Emissions Trading
Scheme, as well privately-funded voluntary transac-
tions such as for carbon savings from projects certi-
fied under the Woodland Carbon Code. Some of the
schemes involve those undertaking activities that
pollute paying for measures to minimise and com-
pensate for associated environmental impacts in line
with the ‘polluter pays’ principle.

An underlying ambition of PESFOR-W is to ex-
plore potential for developing a Code covering the
water quality benefits of woodland planting along
the lines of the UK Woodland Carbon Code. After
reviewing evidence on the environmental effective-
ness of woodland creation, the aim is to develop
standard look-up tables for the ability of woodland
planting to reduce each diffuse pollutant. These
numbers would underpin the valuation of water
benefits and the development of a Woodlands for
Water Code. This could play an important role in
expanding the development and implementation
of PES schemes and encouraging landowners and
managers to plant trees to improve water quality,
with potential for synergies by integrating with the
Woodland Carbon Code.

Biannual meetings of the Action include field
visits to learn about existing PES schemes and to
explore first hand with stakeholders how barriers
to practical implementation were overcome and
schemes made to work.

The next meeting will be held in Opatija, Croatia

CONFOR.ORG.UK

in October 2017 and will include a visit to the Moto-
vun forests and Botonega reservoir to find out about
payment schemes for tree planting to increase wa-
ter quality.

Meetings are open, so anyone with an interest in
the topics PESFOR-W covers is welcome to become
involved (although funding is not available to cover
expenses of additional UK participants at present).

RESOURCES

Further details about the network, activities, working
groups, as well as presentations and minutes from
previous meetings can be found at
www.forestry.gov.uk/fr/pesforw

The proposal to create PESFOR-W has recently been
published in the journal Research Ideas and Outcomes.

ADDITIONAL WEB RESOURCES

GET INVOLVED

We welcome: expressions of interest in
@ hosting short visits by researchers from
other COST countries; help to host a future
meeting were one to be held in the UK;
information on existing woodlands for water
PES schemes; and suggestions for potential
investors to contact to explore perceptions
of woodlands for water PES mechanisms for
generating new investment
(Email: gregory.valatin@forestry.gsi.gov.uk).

List and description of relevant European
schemes at www.confor.org

Riparian woodland as
buffer to agricultural
land

FORESTRY & TIMBER NEWS « October 2017 51



BUSINESS & FINANCE

Shifting
global
markets

TIMBER
AUCTIONS
MARKET
REPORT
Oliver Combe

he UK market continues to be

influenced by global timber trad-

ing patterns; volumes continue to

increase whilst prices have been
largely static or decreasing in 2017.

The US market remains a key short-term
influence on the UK, the ongoing trade
dispute between Canada and the US over
timber trade tariffs, increasing US domes-
tic activity and most recently the impact of
hurricanes Harvey and Irma on the Carib-
bean and Southern United states are all go-
ing to impact on the UK.

The trade dispute has seen new supply
lines opened to the US from Europe and
Scandinavia; whilst Swedish volumes have
steadily increased, the German mills have
jumped at this new opportunity and are re-
ported to have increased exports tenfold in
the last six months.

Increased US house building activity has
led to steady increase in lumber prices in
2017 making the market even more attrac-
tive to importers.

The tragic impact of Hurricane Harvey
in Texas and Irma in the Caribbean and
Florida will put added pressure onto the US
timber market as the reconstruction effort
kicks into gear. Historically, major hurricane
events have lead to 10 to 15% price spikes
as demand for lumber and wood products
suddenly increases, however, given the
scale of these two recent events this could
be even more pronounced.

If the spike in demand is sudden it is dif-
ficult for domestic producers to suddenly
ramp up production and an increase in
imported volume is required to put stock
on the ground quickly. The European and
Scandinavian producers will be aware of
this opportunity and will be assessing op-
tions to divert volume to this market op-
portunity.

The slow progress of the Brexit talks and
the EU’s stonewalling tactics have eroded
confidence in the GB pound and pushed it
down to a level last seen in 2009, although
there has been a slight rally in early Sep-
tember.

UK buyers have been reluctant to ac-
cept price increases or make forward com-
mitments on imported timber volume dur-
ing 2017 and have been content to trade
on a more hand-to-mouth basis. Whilst the
importers have put up with this when other
markets were quiet there are now signs of
a more bullish attitude. Some German mills
are reported to be demanding a £20 per
m3 price increase and have a take-it-or-
leave-it attitude to the UK now that they
see opportunity in the USA. The Swedes
have historically taken a more long-term
view of the UK market and have benefited
from lower log prices in the last couple of
years but low profitability in the solid wood
sector will focus producers on those mar-
kets where they can make the most money.

There are now signs of a tightening of
supply of imported timber to the UK mar-
ket unless the UK market accepts price in-
crease in the region of £15 to £20 per m3.

Currently the UK economy is ticking over,
Government spending is still under pres-
sure but there are positive signs from the
UK economy with better than expected
news on jobs, inflation and public finances.
The key guestions remain whether the dif-
ficult Brexit negotiations will stall UK eco-
nomic confidence. There are now signs of
economic recovery in the Euro zone but
concerns that Brexit will prevent Britain
from benefiting from this. Overall there
is caution in the economy as we navigate
through a period of real uncertainty.

Pull-out quote

The domestic market has been steady
this year and is currently described as OK
for the time of year but not breaking any
records, order intake remains reasonable,
there are no signs of extended lead times
and most mills have good stock inventories.
The really interesting influence this autumn
will be profitability as log prices have shot
up far faster than processors have been
able to increase their selling prices; the net
result has been a squeeze on profitability.
As we start to see the impact of the sea-
sonal slowdown many processors will be
reviewing their options for the coming six
months and there will be a strong case for
reducing activity levels, slowing sawmills
throughput levels down and concentrating
on trying to stabilise the log prices. At the
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Hardwood
sawlog market

Qutlook for
winter 2017/18

he hardwood market in 2017 has
Tbeen surprisingly good and has
steadily improved throughout
the year. The weakening pound has had
a very positive effect on both demand
and prices and we look set for a good
autumn and winter selling season.
Globally demand for hardwoods re-
mains strong as consumption contin-
ues to increase whilst supply becomes
more constrained. The Chinese contin-
ue to increase purchases from the USA
and Europe of both sawnwood and
roundwood . At the same time, sup-
plies of African hardwoods to Europe
continue to reduce due to the demands
of EUTR forcing buyers to look at using
other species from Europe or America
or increasingly to use modified timbers.
In Europe, the dominant species is
oak, demand is very strong and increas-
ing, oak is used for beams, flooring,
parquet, wooden structures, landscap-
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ing, furniture, joinery and barrel staves.
Whilst demand increase supply is reduc-
ing, France harvested 2.7 million m3 of
standing oak in 1993 but only 2.1 million
m3 in 2013, in five years oak sawlog prices
have increased by 60% despite very low
inflation.

Now there is intense competition for
log supply right across Europe and the ban
on log exports from Croatia is really start-
ing to have an impact on oak prices for the
2017/18 season by reducing the quantity of
logs available to buy at a time when de-
mand continues to increase.

Despite record prices being paid for
oak logs across Europe, continued short-
ages of available stock are leading to long-
er lead times, uncertainty over availability
and exporters insisting their customers
purchase lesser grades to secure the prime
material.

Germany, France, Poland and the low-
land countries have both consistently
devoted considerable efforts over a long
time into improving both the genetics

and silviculture of their oak forests and so
produce higher quality sawlogs which are
longer, straighter, have less knots and de-
fects, consistent growth rings and are well
presented. As there are historic sales re-
cords for forests down to a compartment
level, buyers know which areas consistently
produce good quality logs which reduces
their risk when they are buying and trans-
lates into better prices.

UK woodlands were often established
with multiple objectives and managed to
meet these without quality timber pro-
duction being the primary objective, vari-
able genetics, sporadic management and
consistent squirrel damage all contribute
to much more varied quality in parcels of-

There has been a mini
renaissance in the smaller
hardwood mills

fered to the market in the UK.

Although it has taken time, oak sawlog
prices in the UK have now started to move
steadily upwards at the same time as de-
mand has increased. There has been a mini
renaissance in the smaller hardwood mills
with a small but increasing number of mills
focusing on supplying the requirement
for sustainable homegrown hardwoods of
a known origin. Although they mainly fo-
cus on oak there is increasing demand for
prime planking ash, beech, cherry, elm,
sycamore and sweet chestnut.

This is @ much improved situation but
UK growers need to be realistic with their
expectations as homegrown oak parcels
are usually of much more variable quality
than those seen in lowland Europe which
have been continuously managed for the
express purpose of producing high quality
timber and as a consequence the prices are
much more variable. Despite this the UK
can grow very good quality oak and where
this is well presented to the market it is cur-
rently attracting excellent prices.

ROADSIDE HARDWOOD PRICES SEPTEMBER 2017

Prices shown are £hft roadside - High Mid Low

Oak planking Oak beam/fencing

750 6.50 5.00 550 425 350 1.40

CONFOR.ORG.UK

Oak cordwood

1.25 1.00 325

Export ash & beech White ash sawlogs Export sycamore 1st grade firewood

275 2.00 500 4.00 3.00 500 400 3.00 1.80 160 1.40

The key to effective selling of oak

1. Offer the timber early in the season (October to January),

2. Present the timber well by putting it on bearers, cross cutting it neatly, trimming
the toes and marking the logs clearly
3. Market the parcel effectively to a wide range of buyers

There is also renewed interest in exporting planking grade logs to the furniture
markets of the Far East fraom Europe including the UK, ash and beech are the
preferred species.

The specification for beech is:

Length 4m to 11.8m
Diameter 40cm plus overbark
Quality Clean, straight planking grade beech butts

The specification for ash is:

Length 3m to 11.4m
Diameter 30 - 34cm, 35 - 39cm, 40cm plus
Quality Clean, curve in one plane, white, olive or light brown, defect free, no rot.

There are a number of companies looking for this material so please consider
presenting parcels to the open market to ensure best value from the sale. The
specification is flexible so if you have a parcel you are interested in marketing please
contact me to discuss how to effectively present the timber to the market.
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same time there appears to be opportunity
to try and increase the sawn timber prices
and avoid distressed selling in the early
part of 2018 especially if events across the
Atlantic see reduced availability of import-
ed carcassing to the UK market.

When and if the domestic demand
starts to increase again in spring 2018 and
order lead times start to increase then this
will be the time for a robust approach on
pricing on both kiln dried material and un-
seasoned timber.

LOG SUPPLY

North and West Scotland

The North and West of Scotland have still
got reasonable levels of supply of timber
with demand for spruce sawlogs reported
as brisk, prices have stabilised. There are
positive signs in the small roundwood mar-
ket with increasing now demand meaning
there is no longer an imbalance between
supply and demand, hopefully the next
three months will see the backlog of small
roundwood stock reduced.

Although most processors along the
west coast are well bought there are a few
now looking to buy to secure supply for
the end of 2017 and early 2018. There is re-
newed interest in exporting of small round-
wood, domestic producers are increasing
their activity levels and it is anticipated that
there will be a seasonal upturn in demand
for woodfuel for the energy market. All of
these factors should help the small round-
wood market over the next six months and
should help to maintain the excellent prices
for standing timber we are currently see-
ing.

South and East Scotland, North England

Supply of timber to the market on the
East Coast has continued to be sporadic
throughout 2017 and there is still strong
competition to buy material right down the
east side of Scotland and into the borders.

SOFTWOOD SUMMARY

The market in 2017 remains very good,
we are now in a period of stabilisation
as processors seek to try and bring
raw material costs under control and
increase their selling prices. Despite
political uncertainty there are positive
factors in the market that should help
offset the normal seasonal downturn.
Supply remains much stronger in
the North than the South and it will
be interesting to see what tactics
the processors adopt to deal with
the market challenges of the next six
months

This has pushed the East Coast mills
further West and put pressure on saw-
log prices and sawlog parcels in the west
despite a much stronger supply picture
throughout the West Coast, Borders and
Galloway.

Standing timber prices do now appear
to have stabilised at a very healthy level
and whilst there are negative influences
on the market from oversupply of small
roundwood and low sawn timber prices
there is increasing competition for the
available timber which should help to keep
the market at current levels.

The mills remain in the difficult posi-
tion of having seen sawlog prices increase
much faster than their sawn timber and
co-products prices throughout 2017 but
remain slightly concerned about the raw
material availability.

The small roundwood market is looking
more positive, Kronospan are now back
up and running, the new Estover plant is
going through trials and will shortly be-
gin commissioning, there are reports that
the Verdo plant at Grangemouth is due
to reopen and the seasonal upturn in re-
quirement from small scale biomass heat
plants will shortly begin to be evident. All
of these factors should start to impact

over the next three months and may lead
to a stronger market for small roundwood
in early 2018 which should have a positive
impact on the standing timber market.

Wales and South England

So far 2017 has been an excellent year
for the grower of timber in Wales and the
south of England with consistently strong
demand and some exceptional prices.
Whilst we can expect a seasonal slow-
down in the next six months the level of
installed processing capacity and the cur-
rent level of supply of timber to the mar-
ket indicates that prices will remain very
strong. Historically, although we have seen
reduced demand from the processors in
the winter this has been increasingly offset
by reduced harvesting activity due to the
shooting season, poor ground conditions,
environmental controls and shorter work-
ing days and has lead to strong prices in
late winter and early spring as purchasers
look to ensure continuity of supply.

Whilst the sawlog market remains very
brisk there are now problems moving large
volumes of small round wood in England,
Kronospan and Verdo have both had a
negative impact which we have to an ex-
tent been shielded from by the local heat

PRICE TRENDS

£ per tonne delivered to customers in Wales, central and £ per tonne delivered to Customers in North England and
south England (September 2017) Scotland (September 2017)

Product Lower price Upper price Trend Product Lower price Upper price Trend
Log 18 £60.00 £65.00 f Log 18 £60.00 £65.00 =

Bar 14 £50.00 £56.00 = Bar / pallet 14 £42.00 £45.00 =

SRW £38.00 £40.00 = f SRW £30.00 £35.00 - f
Fencing £50.00 £60.00 - + Fencing £45.00 £50.00 - +

H Wood firewood  £45.00 £50.00 4 H Wood firewood  £40.00 £45.00 +
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TIMBER SECURITY

markets. As the winter peak in demand
from the heat markets slows down then the
problems in the small round wood market
will become more apparent.

Buyers will have to focus on sawlog
crops and will try to avoid those crops with
a high small round wood content.

Supplies of sawlogs remain constrained
and some mills remain concerned about
their bought-ahead situation and are hav-
ing to target certain parcels to ensure they
have enough logs to run their mills. Sawlog
prices have crept up towards £65 per tonne
for certified spruce logs whilst uncertified
logs are now around £5 per tonne cheaper.
Isolated exceptional parcels have attracted
premium log prices which have resulted in
standing prices of over £50 per tonne.

CONTACT

If you wish to discuss parcels of timber you
would like to market, please contact Oliver
Combe on 07771 958975, oliver.combe@
timberauctions.co.uk for free independent
marketing advice.

It’s your business!

A timber security leaflet to encourage
good practice and deliver best value for
the entire supply chain has been produced
by Confor.

Timber Security: It’s Your Business was
launched at the Confor Woodland Show at
Longleat. It highlights the benefits of col-
laboration to ensure that timber is not lost
at any stage in the process.

Andrew Heald, Confor’s Technical Di-
rector, said: “The industry asked Confor
to produce a straightforward, easy-to-use
leaflet which we have done. It includes
simple tips for those working in the whole
supply chain - and if we can work together
more effectively, everybody benefits.

“As the leaflet says, timber security is
your business.”

Mr Heald said the forest and timber
industry operated to the highest profes-
sional standards, but also relied on a high
level of trust.

He added: “Timber security is not a ma-
jor economic problem in the industry, but
isolated examples of bad practice can cre-
ate negative perceptions and cause repu-
tational damage.”

Confor will create a dedicated web
page on timber security where the leaflet
can be downloaded, as well as distribut-
ing hard copies - at the Confor Woodland
Show and at future industry events. The
web page will feature examples of good
practice in the sector and Confor is keen
to hear from businesses about their posi-
tive work - including timber tracking nd
number plate recognition systems.

The leaflet includes simple advice for
all parts of the supply chain, from forest
owners and managers through harvesting
managers and contractors to timber hauli-
ers, sawmillers and processors.

TIMBER SECURITY:
IT'S YOUR BUSINESS

= Confor

Mr Heald added: “This is all about com-
mon sense and good practice - such as ac-
curate mapping and measurement, good
site security, pre-commmencement meet-
ings, regular assessments and long-term
contracts.

“The industry has a good track record of
partnership and collaboration - and Tim-
ber Security: It’s Your Business builds on
this. We are keen to highlight examples
of good practice and if anyone would like
their timber security work featured on the
web page, we would be happy to hear
from them.”

RESOURCES
Download the leaflet
www.confor.org.uk/timbersecurity
GET INVOLVED

Anyone who wants to highlight
@ good timber security practice
should call Andrew Heald on

0131 240 1410 or email
andrew.heald@confor.org.uk

Portable Saw Mills

6”, 8” & 10” capacity mills available
Swing blade cuts up to 10”x 20” beams
Dedicated slabbing mill options

Quick set-up time on any terrain

Weatherboard & planing attachment options

FTN4-17 Fuelwood (Warwick) Ltd ~www.fuelwood.co.uk t: 01926 484673
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BUSINESS & FINANCE

‘(Start planning now for Stewardship’ - FC

The Forestry Commission is encouraging landown-
ers and land managers to start planning now to
apply for funding for woodland creation available
through the 2018 Countryside Stewardship Scheme

Application forms and guidance for the Country-
side Stewardship woodland creation grant are now
available online. This is much earlier than in previ-
ous years; giving landowners, managers and agents
more time to develop their plans ahead of the win-
dow for submitting applications opens in January
2018.

Countryside stewardship offers two year capi-
tal grants of up to £6800 per hectare to support
ground preparation, fencing and tree protection and
initial maintenance, and an option to subsequently
apply for a maintenance payment for up to 10 years,
covering the initial period while trees become estab-
lished.

This funding aims to create woodlands for bio-
diversity, water quality and flood management. But
woodlands also offer economic opportunities in ru-
ral areas. As woodlands mature they can provide a
good source of income thanks to thriving timber and
woodfuel industries and multiple recreational uses.
Other benefits include carbon storage, shelter for
livestock and improved soil.

If you have land available and want to realise
some or all of these benefits by planting new wood-
land you are encouraged to start preparing applica-
tions for the funding now. Applicants are advised to

WHAT’S ON OFFER

Successful applicants will receive:

» a two-year capital grant (for ground preparation, fencing and tree
protection and initial maintenance, including new this year wall top netting

and access infrastructure)

* opportunity to apply for annual maintenance payments for up to ten years

(to ensure the best start for your woodland)

contact the Forestry Commission as early as possi-
ble to get the most out of the advice and assistance
on offer.

The application process has been improved this
year, making it easier to apply. For example, the En-
vironmental Impact Assessment (EIA) requirements
are now an integrated part of the application pro-
cess, making it clearer and easier.

The Woodland Creation Grant is open to all land
managers - owner occupiers; tenants, land lords and
licensors, as long as they have control of all the land
and all the activities needed to meet the obligations
of the grant for the full duration of the agreement.

RESOURCES

To access the forms and guidance please visit:
www.gov.uk/government/collections/country-
side-stewardship-woodland-support

Additional funds for Scottish
nurseries and processors

Tree nursery owners and small-scale
secondary processors of timber in
Scotland are set to benefit from new
features of a forestry grant.

An additional £500,000 has been
made available to support both sectors

through the purchase of specialised
equipment, increasing the opportuni-
ties for business expansion.

The funding is available within the
Harvesting and Processing option of
the Forestry Grant Scheme.

The grants boost has been devel-
oped in consultation between Forestry
Commission Scotland, the Associa-
tions of Scottish Hardwood Sawmillers
(ASHS) and Confor’s Nursery Group.

An additional application round will
run from 18 Sept - 27 Oct for the 2017
claim year. Up to 40% grant support is
available.

Welcoming the new grant funding,
Rural Affairs Secretary, Fergus Ewing
(pictured), said: “Recently, | have met

with representatives of the forest and
timber industry and discussed a range
of ideas to better support their busi-
nesses. The widening of this grant is a
direct response to those discussions.
“This funding will support the pur-
chase of the specialised equipment
that will allow small forestry business-
es to start-up or scale up, creating jobs
and ultimately help deliver our ambi-
tious woodland creation targets.”
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Woodsure - the UK’s woodfuel quality assurance
scheme - has launched a Ready to Burn initiative
to help homeowners look after their stoves and
improve air quality.

“Today, modern heating appliances are highly
engineered, efficient pieces of technology that
do a fantastic job - but they can only do so much
without quality wood fuel,” says Bruce Allen
Chairman, of Woodsure.

The Minister for the environment Thérése
Coffey said:

“The Ready to Burn logo will allow people
to easily identify clean, quality wood fuel, allow-
ing them to make informed choices that will not
only benefit their appliances, but also wider air
quality.”
www.woodsure.co.uk

CONFOR.ORG.UK



Winners and losers in uncertain times

TIMBER MARKET
REPORT

Peter Whitfield,
Tilhill Forestry

One upside

to a weak
currency is that
exports of small
roundwood

are again more
attractive

CONFOR.ORG.UK

would not want to chance my luck, but the likeli-

hood of the pound’s continued low value against

the Euro seems pretty much a racing certainty.

Brexit and the continued uncertainty on the
economic front are the main contributory factors.
Brexit negotiations seem to be mired in the inevita-
ble bureaucracy surrounding EU processes and are
unlikely to be concluded in a hurry and in turn the
UK’s economy is closely intertwined to the outcome.
Inflation rose to 2.9% in August. This level of inflation
is causing the Bank of England to seriously consider
a hike in interest rates in the near future, the earliest
point could be at the Bank’s next MPC meeting in
November. The likelihood of this impacting majorly
on the strength of the pound, and by this | mean
taking it back to above the €1.20 to £1, seems to be
somewhat limited.

Historically there has been a strong correlation
between exchange rates and the health and profit-
ability of the forest industry in general. In the current
cycle this is less evident. Whilst there has been an
undoubted lift in the standing timber market there
is no equivalent uplift in the sawn timber prices at
the processor end. Certainly there have been price
increases in sawn timber but these are hard won and
not keeping the differential that mills would require
to maintain margins. Simply put, the merchants are
not able to pass price increase on to their customers.
The UK has always been and remains a key market
for Scandinavian and Baltic timber. The exporters
are prepared to continue to push volumes here and
keep prices at competitive levels despite exchange
rates.

One upside to a weak currency is that exports of
small roundwood are again more attractive and we
are seeing some renewed interest in demand from
Scandinavia and mainland Europe in the past cou-

ple of months. Small roundwood demand within the
UK domestic market has picked up as the summer
comes to an end. Partly due to Kronospan coming
fully back on line but also with good demand and
consistent uptime at the majority of small round-
wood processor’s sites.

In Europe, demand for sawn timber is good and
there is evidence that Baltic timber exporters have
been able to achieve some small increases in prices
for sawn timber. There has been significant wind-
blow in Poland and Southern Austria in the summer.
This has largely been in pine and the timber quality
and rate of blueing in the pine has meant that this
volume is unlikely to come to the market as sawlogs,
but will be heavier to fuelwood and chipwood.

Overall demand from UK processors remains very
strong for all products. Stocks of roundwood are
reasonable and order books are healthy. Availabil-
ity of standing sales has been reasonable, although
as ever in the hotspots around North England and
South Scotland there never seems to be enough
standing timber at the right price. Prices are relative-
ly stable for the most part, although it still remains a
mystery on many occasions as to how some of the
values put on standing sales are achieved. Looking
ahead there is less visibility on volumes coming to
the market than processors and merchants would
like.

For the UK, on a positive note, new build dwell-
ing starts for England and Wales in the year to June
2017 were up by 13% compared with the year to June
2016. All new building starts are now 141% above the
trough in the March quarter 2009. Interestingly in
Europe forecasts for new construction of domestic
housing is forecast to increase by 11% for 2017 over
2016.

Forestry workforce

The Office for National Statistics has recently report-
ed the lowest net migration figures since 2014. There
is no question that this is only likely only to increase.
There is plenty of anecdotal evidence of EU workers
leaving the UK, in part due to Brexit, but as impor-
tantly due to exchange rate impacts with the pound
closer to parity with the Euro there is little financial
gain to be had. European citizens leaving the UK and
impacting negatively on net migration is not a good
thing for the forest industry as we have become in-
creasingly dependent of EU workers in contracting
for both harvesting and forest management as well
in the processing industry. Our ability to attract new
entrants is notoriously poor and something is going
to have to be done if we are to maintain a viable
workforce in forestry and indeed other industries
such as agriculture. A reducing pool of labour can
only push up wage costs and harm the economy in
the medium to longer term.

Many challenges remain ahead of us, not least re-
lating to where our brave new post-Brexit world will
take us. As ever, we foresters (and probably every-
one else), live in interesting times.

FORESTRY & TIMBER NEWS « October 2017 57



Deer
deterrence

he browsing, debarking and
fraying of newly establishing
crops by deer is an issue which
has a number of remedies
including culling and deer fencing.
However, these options are not always
appropriate, and in these situations some
extra assistance can be helpful.

Deterrent materials such as AAProtect
and Curb have had limited success in
the past, largely due to new growth
being unprotected, coupled with poor
rainfastness characteristics.

However, an Austrian material with an
excellent performance history over the
last 16 years in northern Europe has just
been approved for use in the UK and looks
well worth trying in either coniferous or
broadleaved plantations.

Trico is an emulsified solution of sheep’s
fat (yes really!) and apparently deer are
suitably disgusted by the stench and do
not attempt to attack treated crops. Unlike
other deterrent materials the product
is rainfast and is claimed to be effective
for several months after treatment, with
deterrence likely to continue further as a
result of deer memory. Trico is used neat,
and has been successfully tested and used
against red, roe, fallow and sika deer - and
it is likely that muntjac will be similarly
put off. However, it is not effective against
rabbits, hare, voles and other browsing /
biting mammals.

The label permits one neat application
per year at a rate of 20l/ha (in reality this
means that two applications of 101/ha
may be permissible if, for example, both
summer and winter browsing is likely) with
the recommendations shown in the table.

This does flag up some limitations, if
a typical planting of 2200 trees per ha is
establishing:

). A rate of Smls/tree may be used to treat
2000 trees in 1 ha. twice in one year to
provide short term deterrence.

ii). A rate of 10mls/tree may be used once

TRICO RECOMMENDATIONS

PESTICIDES NOTEBOOK
COLIN PALMER

per year to treat a maximum of 2000 trees
in Tha to provide effective spring or winter
deterrence. As the product is relatively
expensive, it may be worth considering a
barrier spray by treating trees within a 20
- 50m outer perimeter around the newly
planted trees.
iii). A rate of 10mls/tree may be used
twice per year to treat 1000 trees in
1ha. to provide an effective barrier spray
where summer and winter browsing is
anticipated.
iv). A rate of 100mls may be used once/
year to minimise fraying by treating a
barrier of 200 trees per ha.

Continued on p60

Trico costs around £18.50/1 (18.5p/
tree at the 10ml rate) is available mail
order only from the importer and sole
UK distributor through email
fiona.homes@laronkarn.co.uk

Problem Timing of application Target Application rate Nozzle
Winter browsing Autumn /early winter Lead shoot 5 - 10mls/lead shoot Fine cone
Spring/summer browsing Spring / early summer Lead shoot 5 - 10mls/lead shoot Fine cone
Fraying Mid / late summer Whole tree 5 - 10mls/lead shoot Flat fan
Debarking Late autumn to early spring  1-1.5m above ground or snow  100mls/trunk Fine cone
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100(0 Recycled
"Sa ling Pro e

tree guard

Protects saplings from Rabbits, Hares, and
Systemic Herbicides

Expands with the natural growth of the tree
Can be supplied ventilated if required
Available in clear, brown or green finishes
40mm and 50mm diameter tube sizes
Order direct from the manufacturer

Ansini Limited, Mill 3, Pleasley Vale Business Park, Outgang Lane,
Pleasley Vale, Mansfield, Nottinghamshire, NG19 8RL

Tel: +44 (0) 1623 812333

Fax: +44 (0) 1623 812444 Email: info@ansini.co.uk
www.spiraltreeguard.com

TreesPlease

Dependable Suppliers of UK Grown
Barefoot Trees, Hedging and Shrubs

A range of UK provenances to meet all planting objectives

Hedging Plants for Farm and Garden Situations
Situated in the beautiful county of Northumberland and supplying around 9
million bareroot trees per year to its wide customer base, TreesPlease has grown
to become a true one stop source for those looking to plant trees.
Our nursery team have over 200 collective years experience in growing and
nursery production as well as a firm understanding of the forestry industry.
Please get in touch today, no query is too big or too small!

Tubex and Hardwood Stake Distributor

T
Cold Storage and Pine Weevil Treatment Facilities

TreesPlease Ltd Dilston Haugh Farm Corbridge Northumberland NE45 5QY
T: 01434 633049 E: sales@treesplease.co.uk W: www.treesplease.co.uk

CONFOR.ORG.UK

TMC canceLa
MULCHING SOLUTIONS

MARSHALL

AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERING

www.marshalllogging.co.uk

el: 01892 770788 « mob: 07836 274164
email: sales@marshalllogging.co.uk
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PESTICIDES NOTEBOOK

Continued from p58

Cut stump
control with
Ecoplugs

The Ecoplug Max, introduced in 2012, is a
peg containing glyphosate granules which
is hammered into recently cut broadleaved
stumps to control coppicing.

Recently, a number of factors have
led glyphosate manufacturers Monsanto
to develop a revised version (MAPP
17581) which will be soon available once
current stocks of the current Ecoplug
(MAPP 14741) have been depleted. The
old product may continue to be used until
December 2018, with the new product
distinguished by a darker orange colour,

Following successful Forest Research
trials the new plug will have an offlabel
approval (2017/0195) which will permit use
for chemical Sitka thinning, and control of
invasive scrub such as rhododendron. The
new Ecoplug can also be used in aquatic
areas - requiring Environment Agency /
SEPA approval.

Operators with no certification will be
required to obtain the NPTC certificate
PAGPP plus PAL. ‘Grandfathers’ with
qualifications 051 & 052 may also use
Ecoplugs without further certification.

]

MEMBER SERVICES
Pesticides helpline

Glyphosate -
the EC vote

It is expected that the European re-
registration issue will be voted on by the
Standing Committee on Plants, Animals,
Food and Feed, (SCoPAFF) on 05 /

06 October, as the current temporary
arrangement must be replaced by a
new approval by the end of December
if use of glyphosate is to continue after
the curent approvals cease in December
2018. This approval has been put in
doubt following the French decision to

vote against re-approval.

Glyphosate is a key tool in aiding forest
establishment, so if any member wishes
to write to their constituency MEP’s in
support of the approval, then this can
easily be done using the website www.
writetothem.com as follows:

1. Enter your postcode & hit Go

2. Scroll down to Your MEP’s and hit the
item Write to all your MEP’s

3. Note the instructions, write your
message, add your personal details and
hit Preview & Submit

Your message should explain why
glyphosate is important to your
business, and a selection of supporting
points can be found on the website
www.ruralservices.info

4. Done

GET INVOLVED

Spray operator
certification

There is a considerable amount of
confusion over the validity of older
spraying certificates for current spraying
operations. This issue will be fully explored
and explained in Pesticide Notes in the
next issue of FTN.

If you haven’'t used the service to date, be assured it is a free service operated by
Confor’s crop protection adviser Colin Palmer on behalf of Confor members. Colin can
be contacted 8am to 8pm Mondays to Fridays on 01531 633500 (leave a message if
necessary) or by email to: forestry@branchline.demon.co.uk
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Have your
say on FSC
oroposal

GET INVOLVED

Confor members involved in forest
management, are encouraged to
participate in a consultation on an
important change in FSC procedures for
the regulation of pesticides.

The FSC Pesticides Policy Working
Group are running webinars on the 26th
and 28th September to support and
encourage stakeholder participation in
the consultation of the first draft of the
FSC Pesticides Policy, open until the 29th
October 2017

Further details are available on the
FSC UK website www.fsc-uk.org/en-uk/
newsroom/events/id/470

Confor will be making a full response
to the consultation, for further
information contact Andrew Heald
Confor’s Technical Dlrector.

WELCOME TO NEW
CONFOR MEMBERS

Andrew Goto, Cheshire
Blackford Farms Ltd, Stirlingshire
Boconnoc Estate, Cornwall

Colin Mann, Clackmannanshire
David J Price, Caerphilly

George Dennison, Derbyshire
Hugh Bence, County Durham
John Plumb, Abergavenny
Michael R Wales, Hampshire

Ron Smith, Fife Simon Osborne,
Hampshire

TEIFI Timber, Dyfed

The Crown Estate Scotland,
Midlothian

CONFOR.ORG.UK



THE SHARP END

A sense of
INvVasion

was doing a survey in a Galloway forest,
and took a moment to scan the surrounding
landscape. Parked halfway up a hill, and looking

west, | had an open vista of roughly 120 degrees,

and in that third of the horizon, | counted 145 wind
turbines, the clear majority on clear-felled forest
land.

I had always been suspicious of wind power and
the claims made to justify the huge investment, until
| read that, for four days over the winter, Scotland

produced more electricity from wind than it needed.

Sadly, much of this power leaked south of the
border, but | was forced to renounce my scepticism.
At the same time, my hostility to the visual impact
of the turbines mellowed slightly; perhaps after all
it was a price worth paying, and maybe | would
eventually stop noticing them.

The first visit to a forest where there are
windfarm operations comes as quite a shock. What
was a forest road has become a highway, with signs,
speed limits, marked passing places, and traffic.
Hazard lights or flashing beacons are obligatory. At
some point, there may be a red and white barrier
across the road, and a security guard, complete
with a clipboard, in a little wooden hut. Somewhere
in the middle of the forest will be a complex of
portacabins, contractors’ parking and storage yards.

I must admit to a sense of invasion, that forestry
and its people have been nudged aside, that what
I'd hoped, at worst, would be a forest with turbines
here and there had become a windfarm with some
trees in it. Whereas previously | could enter the
forest with the right key or combination, | now must
attend in induction course. There is an irony too
- that the widely despised Sitka spruce has been
replaced by the equally despised wind turbine.

The concept and practise of multi-purpose
forestry has done much to enhance the public’s

NORMAN HALL-GARDNER

perception of the industry. It was disappointing,
therefore, to visit a small forest that had been
partially clearfelled, very prematurely, and populated
by turbines. | was informed that there were no plans
to restock, and that the land would be allowed to
naturally revert to peatbog, a forlon hope. When,
in due course, the whole forest had been replaced
by turbines and the wind farm operational, access
would only be by appointment and accompanied by
a power company representative.

| am prepared to accept that wind farms and
forests can live together, and that some forest land
needs to be sacrificed. But not whole forests.

The irony is

that the widely
despised Sitka
spruce has been
replaced by the
equally despised
wind turbine.

Biomass Wood Chippers

Class leading chippers producing G30, G50 & G100 fuel

Low power requirement

300mm - 860mm capacity infeed diameter

3pt link, chassis mounted or lorry chipper options ~

PTO, electric or engine drive options

FTN4-17 Fuelwood (Warwick) Ltd

CONFOR.ORG.UK

fuelwood.co.uk t: 01926 484673
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F&TN CLASSIFIEDS

WANTED

QUALITY OAK

REQUIRED

Standing
or felled

Good price paid
for large clean
planking logs

Also interested
in other grades

Whippletree

Tel: 01763 208966
Fax: 01763 208977

Student?

Contractor?_~»

Tree grower? A

FORESTRY CONTRACTORS

SHROPSHIRE FORESTRY

CONTRACTORS
WANTED

STANDING TIMBER ALL SPECIES INCLUDING SOFT WOOD

ALL SPECIES AND GRADES OF TIMBER AVAILABLE FOR DELIVERY
ALSO OAK, ELM (PLAIN AND BURRS), BIG
ASH AND FIGURED SYCAMORE
TOP PRICES AND PROMPT PAYMENT

CONTACT: JOHN HALL, FAIRACRES, COUNDMOOR,
CRESSAGE, SHREWSBURY SY5 6AY

Telephone: 01694 731621

Fax: 01694 731624 Mobile: 07802 366653

WOODLAND MANAGEMENT

ABBE

FORESTRY

WOODLAND MANAGEMENT BY QUALIFIED SPECIALISTS

» All aspects of woodland management and design

» Woodland creation, establishment and maintenance
» Timber harvesting and marketing

» Arboricultural surveys and assessments

01386 554 027
office@abbeyforestry.couk
www.AbbeyForestry.couk

Contact us today:

el S ] i B

Woodworker? \woodiand

owner?

Woodland
consultant?

Consumer?

All the g

information
you need

<« Investor?

"~

Sawmiller?

Whatever your role, you need to make sure you have all
the information that is key to managing your business.

MACHINERY EQUIPMENT

PRUNING MADE] 1) {

Silky Fox Saws
Foxley Estate Office,
Mansel Lacy,
Hereford HR4 7HQ

._

Tel: 01981 590224
Fax: 01981 590355

To get all the latest news, views, comment and opinion on
what’s happening in YOUR industry...

Subscrlbe now bv callmg 01 387 702272

w

t s
Fores Iy - %

ournql

12 issues

*UK subscribers

CALL TODAY!

Plantoil

cares for the
environment

@,
plantoil ...p

CHAIN SAW OIL © 2-STROKE OIL © SAW BLADE OIL

FREEPHONE 0800 013 7363 www.plantoil.co.uk

CERTIFICATION

NET PRODUCTS

NET SACKS/
NET BAGS

for logs & kindling.
Plain or with printed band.
1 - 3 day delivery anywhere
in the UK. For the best
quality, service and prices!
Contact lan or Robert.
Medallion Net Co Ltd,
Franciscan House,
Grove Lane, Elmswell,
Suffolk IP30 9HN

Freephone 0800 7834018
Telephone 01359 242910
Fax 01359 245264
www.medallionnet.co.uk
Email bsmith4uk@aol.com

FSC FM/COC
Group Certification

Paul Sandys: 07803 619249
Phil Webb: 07970 388940
ukfcg@hotmail.com

WOODLAND MANAGEMENT

Wood
Processor

For the Biomass Boilers
which fits on a telehandler
or a 36 excavator.

d Can take up to 14" diameter
and up to 12 foot long. All
done from the cab.

Please contact John
T: 07966285240
www.quickfencer.com
E: info@quickfencer.co.uk



NICHOLSONS

F JIIIr A i_f

www.nicholsonsgb.com

Nicholsons, based in North Oxfordshire, is a long-established, successful, developing family run business with three
main divisions; Forestry, Landscaping and Plants.

Forestry, where an opportunity has arisen for a dynamic individual to join our energetic team as a Woodland Manager,
offers a complete woodland and tree management service, providing professional support to landowners in the areas of
‘Woodland Management and Arboriculture.

This is an ideal position for a qualified forester to build on their 3+ years’ field experience, sound technical forestry
knowledge and to continue developing their good understanding of current relevant legislation. The experience already
gained in writing woodland management plans would be an essential requirement and some working knowledge of
current CSS schemes would be advantageous. The role will also enable the successful applicant to use their good
communication and computer skills to assist with the planning of woodland operations, tendering for contracts and
subsequent execution of allotted contracts.

As an employee of Nicholsons the successful applicant will be very much part of a friendly team where we encourage
our staff to continue developing their skills. We have an excellent benefits package, to include a company vehicle, staff
discounts, pension. Salary ranges from £30 - £35k (depending on experience).

This position is full time, Monday-Friday, 7:30am to 4:30pm. A full driver’s licence is essential.

Nicholson Nurseries Ltd, The Park, North Aston, Oxfordshire OX25 6HL | 01869 340342 | rachel@nicholsonsgb.com | www.nicholsonsgb.com
Registered office as above. Reg no 04820053

e \
Cambusmore Estate

Head of Forestry & Estate Maintenance

A rare opportunity to manage the forestry and
grounds of a well-respected mixed enterprise
estate near Callander, Perthshire.

Main accountabilities include:

* practical forestry and estate maintenance;

* managing up to three forestry and estates staff
plus resources;

¢ liaising directly with the proprietor and relevant
stakeholders.

Our ideal candidate will:

* be self-motivated, hard-working, practical and
pragmatic;

¢ have relevant qualifications and/or at least five
years experience;

* have proven excellence in communication,
organisational and management skills;

* demonstrate an enthusiasm to promote a positive
image of Cambusmore Estate.

The post also requires a full driving license and

chainsaw certificate valid in the UK.

For a full job description and application details,

please contact scott@managed-estates.co.uk, quoting

‘Cambusmore Estate — Head of Forestry & Estate

Maintenance’ in the subject line.

Closing date for applications: 27th October

Provisional interview date (tbc): 15th November

\_ /
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Autumnal
activity

utumn heralds the start of work
in a wood. | always feel that visits
in summer, apart from controlling
the wretched grey squirrels, are for
enjoyment and sharing or for a bit
of wildlife spotting. Come the autumn, thoughts
turn to what work needs doing. But before getting
down to the work itself there are the necessary
preliminaries: is a felling licence needed, have plants
been ordered from a nursery, is equipment up to
scratch, what about protective gear, even perhaps
is some improvement in access needed? These are
just a few questions which even an owner of a small
woodland will need to reflect on.
In many ways | like the autumn. Though hours
of daylight are rapidly shortening, the cooler
temperatures make for longer hours of congenial
working. The essential safety equipment and
clothing make for sweaty working in summer
when temperatures exceed 20°C. In particular
condensation inside goggles or even on glasses
behind a visor obscure vision as well as stinging
the eyes. But this introduces a more general point.
Owners or managers of small woodlands often only
have spurts of work, they are not at it day in and
day out. This brings its own risks and hazards.
Starting strenuous physical work after a long
break can be particularly tiring as muscles are out
of trim. We all experience the aches on waking
the next morning! The situation may be more
concerning if there has been illness or an accident
since last wielding a saw or other tool. The inactivity
from prolonged illness weakens muscles - they
atrophy. Let me share a personal example. Some
years ago one of my three rotator cuff ligaments in
my left shoulder was severed by a sharp fall - we
were descending that splendid Welsh mountain, the
Abergavenny Sugar Loaf! Lifting is now impaired
even though other muscles have compensated
wonderfully. The shoulder aches more and doing
high pruning, hedge trimming and lifting logs is
curtailed more than it used to be. Fortunately being
right-handed it hasn't affected chainsawing.
Another obvious point is to work up to full
strength over a few days. It’s all part of getting
and keeping fit to work safely and productively.
This inventory of getting ready for work is hardly
comprehensive, but raises the importance of
just that: being ready for physical activity after a
break. Alongside sensible precautions like a first
aid kit and always having a mobile phone to hand,
these considerations will reduce the accidents our
industry is so prone to. Will Rolls and | go into a
bit more detail in our book, Getting Started in Your
Own Wood (Permanent Publications, 2015).
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Work up to full
strength over

a few days...

it’s all part of
getting and
keeping fit to
work safely and
productively

Let me finish on something quite different. This
year should be good for woodland fungi, at least
for those of us in the South after the unusually wet
August. But how many of us know that even in
Britain a few woods have that great delicacy the
truffle? They are usually the summer truffle, Tuber
aestivum, and while rare are sometimes found
in beech woodlands. They get a mention in that
splendid little book by Richard Mabey in the Collins
Gem series, ‘Food for Free’. The woody tuber is
just below the surface, is dark brown or black, and
is commonly about the size of a golf ball. There
is even an English Truffle Company who organise
events such as truffle hunts and from an item on
Farming Today (4 September), a lady in Somerset
trains dogs to search for them. So maybe there’s
something else to think about this autumn.

RESOURCES

Getting Started in Your Own Wood by Julian
Evans and Will Rolls is available from selected
bookshops and online from Amazon.

CONFOR.ORG.UK
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Maximising your investment
L using the best technology.

— www.egger.com/forestry

Whatever your reason for owning a forest — we understand that you need to make
the most of it. Through our efficient, straightforward and professional management
service we use the best technology to proactively identify opportunities and employ
innovative practices to truly develop your woodland for the long-term.

Why not call us on T 01434 611038 to discuss your needs.

MORE FROM WOOD.



FORESTRY IN
PICTURES

Commercial forestry in Northern Ireland has seen

a resurgence in new planting over the last couple
of years. The current Forestry Expansion Scheme
grant has created a level playing field between
broadleaves and conifers, consequently planting
has moved back up the hill. Over the last 15 years
of the Woodland Grant Scheme there had been
almost no commercial planting. Landowners are
still reluctant to plant, even with generous grant aid
available, a cultural resistance to forestry that will
be slow to overcome. Hopefully changes to rural
support payments to farmers post-Brexit will assist
forestry. The photograph is of a recent project in
Glenshesk in Co. Antrim.

Photo: Tony Johnston MICFor, NI Farm Forestry

Want to see your picture here?
Forestry in Pictures is a new regular feature in FTN.
For every issue, we will select the most impacting
photograph sent by a reader. If you have a photo
you would like to see published here, please send
your file to Stefanie.kaiser@confor.org before
11 September 2017. Please include your name, brief
description of yourself and the picture and a credit.
Photos should relate to forestry and timber and
be of high-quality (minimum resolution 300dpi).
Exceptional pictures might be considered for the
front cover of a future FTN issue.

By submitting a picture to Forestry in Pictures you give
Confor permission to use the file for non-commercial
purposes in Forestry and Timber News or the Confor
website. Photos will always be credited.

COMING IN
DECEMBER
- GET
INVOLVED

In FTN DECEMBER we will focus on
* New technologies in Forestry and
» Timber Treatment and Quality.

If you would like to suggest an article for these features, please contact the editor before October 25th.
And, of course, we will continue to keep you up to date on important current topics, such as Brexit and

planting in the UK.

We encourage members to inform us on what is going on in their businesses or raise interesting points to
be discussed in future editions of Forestry and Timber News.

Don't forget that your opinion counts. If you would like to comment on any of the articles published in
this issue, please don’t hesitate to send a letter to the editor. Across the magazine, there are also specific

opportunities for readers to participate.

are directly accessible from the Confor homepage. Watch out for the mouse icon in this magazine!

@ And don’t forget there is additional information on topics throughout this issue - FTN web resources

www.confor.org.uk
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Forest Keep, Watersplash Lane, Ascot, Berkshire, SL5 7QP
Tel: 01344 873499 Email: info@pvfm.co.uk Web: www.pvifm.co.uk
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