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Gove’s green light
take on Brexit must
rely on our natural
forestry resources

ICHAEL Gove gave
M his first major policy
speech as UK Environ-
mentSecretaryat WWF’sheadquar-
ters, a building made primarily of
wood. In the speech, he promised a
‘Green Brexit’.

WWF’s building is ‘green’ through
its use of wood, but could have
been even greener ifithadn'tused
imported timber. Hopefully Mr
Gove's future actions will combine
ambition for sustainability with
home-grown substance to the ben-
efitof the rural economy and envi-
ronment-acting on evidence, freed
from current strictures like the
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP).

To paraphrase an old saying, if the
CAP doesn'tfit, dont wear it.

In his speech, Mr Gove drew heav-
ily on his upbringing in north-east
Scotland. He reminisced: “My feel-
ings for landscape, wildlife and nat-
ural beauty spring from sentiment.
Growing up between the North
Sea and the Cairngorms, spending
weekendsin thehills...Igrew up
with an emotional attachmentto
natural beauty.”

Theareahe described hasbeen
shaped by forestry, alesson he
should take into consideration
when planning future rural policy.
The famous Deeside railway line,
once used by the Royals to visit Bal-
moral, was built primarily to trans-
porttimber from the countryside
tomarkets. The CAPisa straight-

Government
must work
harder to
achieve low
carbon future
Scots want
and need

The Climate Change Bill is
an opportunity to do more,
says Gina Hanrahan

Scotland must take the lead in
developing new rural policy and
' funding mechanisms as we proceed
to exit the EU, says Stuart Goodall

jacket, a system based inlegislation
designed for a very different eraand
setof challenges.

Itisa policy that effectively stops
atthe farm gate. Farmingisavery
important partof rural Scotland,
butnotthe only part,and the CAP
doestoolittle to embrace environ-
mental concerns, notleastthe need
toacttoreduce greenhouse gases.

CAP has builtbarriers between
farming and other land-uses like
forestry, and interminable cycles of
CAPreform and implementation
have consumed the time and ener-
gies of generations of politicians
and civil servants.

Nowonder the CAP is unloved.

In early 2019, the UK will leave CAP
whenitexits the EU-though the UK
government intends to fund agri-
cultureat currentlevels until 2022,
thelifetime (perhaps) of the current
Parliament.

Itisnotclear, if,in 2022, a new sys-
tem will come into operation-or
whether the UK Government will
seek to maintain some form of com-
mon post-CAP policy after Brexit.
Thereisaview this might be neces-

e'vebeenrightly proud
oftheworldleadingcli-
matelegislation unan-

imously passed by the Scottish Par-
liament in 2009, but time has moved
onandother countriesaregoingeven
furtherinordertomeetthetargetsset
in the Paris Agreement.

An ambitious Climate Change Bill
is a great opportunity to create jobs,
improve health and reduce poverty
at home, while also ensuring Scot-
land playsits partin helping the poor-
estpeoplein the world cope with the
effects of climate change.

However, the proposals the Scottish
Government have put on the table
fall well short of delivering the low
carbon future we not only deserve,
but that repeated surveys show the
majority of Scots want.

sary to meet World Trade Organisa-
tion rules, under which the UK will
operate after leaving the EU.

The Scottish Government has
made clear it wants both policy
and funding (at the current level)
devolved directly to Edinburgh.
Thatargument would be even
stronger if Scotland could show its
share of the funding will go further,
delivering more and wider benefits
tosociety.

Whether a ‘Remainer’ or ‘Brex-
iteer’,anyone who cares abouta
green, prosperous rural economy,
or about tackling climate change,
should champion Scotland taking a
lead in developing new rural policy
and funding mechanisms.

Forestry has to be a key part of
that,and in Michael Gove’s beloved
north-east, there are many exam-
ples of how that could all work. Mul-
ti-purpose forestry combines infi-
nitely renewable wood production
with wildlife tourism and
outdoor recreation.

Family sawmilling, like James
Jones & Sons in Aboyne, process-
estimber from across theregion,

That’s why we, and our friends at
Stop Climate Chaos Scotland (SCCS)
a diverse coalition of organisations
including environment, faith, inter-
national development and trade
unions, are urging members of the
public to get involved and to act for
our future by sending a message to
the First Minister that they want
more ambition in areas such as
homes, transport and agriculture
which are failing badly to play their
partin cutting our emissions.

Indeed earlier this year transport
had the dubious honour of becom-
ing Scotland’s single biggest carbon
emitter. With well over a quarter of
emissions coming from this sector,
it’s clear people need more help to
make alternative transport choic-
es, reducing emissions, improving

/I View of the Cairngorm mountains from Lynbreck near Granton-on-Spey. The

employing almost100 peoplein
secure jobs. Family businesses are
atthe heartof Scotland’s £1 billion
forestry and timber success story.
Michael Gove recognised many

of the benefits trees can deliver —“a
carbon sink, a way to manage flood
riskand a habitat for precious spe-

/N Over a quarter of emissions come from transport, so alternatives are needed

cies”. Scotland can show him they
arealso places for people, providing
jobs, growth and investmentas
well as significantleisure opportu-
nities.

Forestry does not ask for special
future treatment, justa fairand
level playing-field where all rural

health and cleaning up the polluted  petrol and diesel cars by 2030. We
air we breathe. That’s why we want  also think everyone has the right to
to see a target to end the sale of new  awarm, energy-efficient home. This
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forestry reserves combine infinitely renewable wood production with wildlife tourism and outdoor recreation

land uses have the chance to thrive.
Confor calls it, simply,a common
countryside policy, and will strive to
ensure this integrated approach is
central to discussions after Brexit.
Michael Gove hasan ‘emotional
attachment to natural beauty’,so I
suggest he comes back to Deeside

would require legislation to bring
all existing homes up to atleastan
EPC rating of ‘C’ by 2025. We know
energy efficiencyis one of the cheap-
est, greenest approaches to lower-
ing emissions while also reducing
the burden on the NHS by improv-
inghealth and creating thousands of
jobs across the whole country.

Agriculture, which currently
accounts for over a fifth of green-
house gas emissions, must also do
its bit by better managing fertiliser
use, making farming more efficient
while also reducing damaging run-
offinto our precious rivers.

Finally, if Scotland’s to truly enjoy
the benefits of a low carbon future,
the Scottish Government needs to
ensure all future budgets are linked
to the Climate Change Plan to show

to see how emotion and good busi-
ness sense combine to put forestry
whereitbelongs -rightatthe heart
of this new common countryside
policy.

Stuart Goodall is Chief Executive of
Confor, representing1500 forestry and
timber businesses across the UK

howitsinvestinginacleaner,greener
pathway. For thistobe truly transpar-
ent the Climate Change Bill should
include an independent low car-
bon watchdog to keep an eye on how
spending is helping to make a low
carbon future a reality.

It's time for Scotland to follow the
ambition of other nations such as
Sweden, which recently adopted a
target to be carbon neutral by 2045,
and France recently announced a
2050 carbon neutral target. The new
Macron government has also set out
planstoend thesale of fossil fuel vehi-
cles by 2040 and by the same year to
endallFrenchoiland gas production.

This is at least the level of change
required toensurewestaywithinal.5
degrees warming limit, which Paris
commits us to.
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Confor

Promoting dorestry and wood
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Scotland needs to do its bit to
actforour futureandlistentothe
thousands of people calling for
a stronger and more ambitious
Climate ChangeBill. You can take
action here: https://www.wwf.
org.uk/scottish-climate-change
Gina Hanrahan, acting head of
policy at WWF Scotland
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