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A Common Countryside Policy

Defrosting	rural	policy
Michael Gove’s ‘unfrozen moment’ reminds me of 

the words of another Michael, the comic lyricist Mi-

chael Flanders, who joked of his musical partner: 

‘Architecture, said Hegel, is frozen music; and Don-

ald Swann’s music has often been compared to de-

frosted architecture’. 

It was actually Goethe who said it, not Hegel – 

but it was the kind of Romantic but pertinent insight 

that Gove was clearly aiming for in his speech. How-

ever, the phrase that came into my head was, ‘agri-

culture, said Gove, has frozen Europe; and forestry 

could be the key to defrosting agriculture’. As any-

one who has walked along the edge of a forest on a 

winter’s day, and seen cattle huddle in the unfrosted 

strip in the shelter of the trees, this can sometimes 

be literally true. 

But it’s also an important metaphor, because if 

we get the policy framework right, the economic vi-

brancy and strong sustainability framework of for-

estry will not just be free to ‘get away’ like a success-

fully established tree. It will also, like the mycorrhizal 

relationship between different plants in a forest, 

nurse up other sectors of the rural economy, at pre-

sent starved of investment and environmentally de-

graded. 

To change the metaphor, as we have said in our 

report, the CAP doesn’t fit. Let’s seize the opportu-

nity to create a new Common Countryside Policy 

that works for everybody, and for the environment.

The	Common	Countryside	Policy	paper	will	form	the	basis	for	discussion	at	

the	latest	of	Confor’s	Westminster	conferences.

Dr	Thérèse	Coffey,	the	minister	with	responsibility	for	forestry,	will	open	

the	event	at	RICS,	Great	George	Street,	just	off	Parliament	Square	on		

29 November.

She	will	be	followed	by	a	debate	on	“What	Does	a	Common	Countryside	

Policy	Mean	to	You”?	with	five	diverse	speakers	outlining	their	broad	

position	before	a	discussion	on	areas	where	there	is	potential	consensus	–	

and	on	the	challenges	which	remain.	The	five	speakers	are:

• Will Ashley-Cantello,	Chief	Adviser	on	Forests,	WWF-UK

• Minette Batters,	Deputy	President,	National	Farmers’	Union’

• Mark Tufnell,	Incoming	Vice-President,	CLA

• Stuart Goodall,	Chief	Executive,	Confor

• Beccy Speight,	Chief	Executive,	Woodland	Trust

Stuart	Goodall	said:	“Aas	the	debate	about	post-Brexit	rural	policy	and

funding	gathers	pace,	it	is	vital	that	we	have	these	open	conversations	about	

the	future.	We	have	to	listen	to	where	different	groups	are	coming	from	and	

find	areas	of	mutual	interest	–	and	also	discuss	where	the	real	challenges	

remain.	Confor	is	delighted	to	be	able	to	host	this	important	conference.”

The	afternoon	session	of	the	event	will	include	individual	stories	from	

those	who	have	grappled	with	rural	land	use	challenges,	followed	by	a	

political	panel	discussion,	with	all	major	parties	represented.

Tickets	are	£120	plus	VAT,	with	a	one-third	discount	for	Confor	

members	(£80	plus	VAT).	Bookings	can	be	made	by	calling	the		

Confor	office	on	0131	240	1410	or	go	to	confor.org.uk/resources/events

Join	our	Common	Countryside	Policy	
launch	in	Westminster
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THE CAP THAT DOESN’T FIT

On	average,	farms	in	England	
make	a	loss	of	£5500	and	in		

Scotland	£25,000.	In	Wales,	hill	
farms	require	subsidy	of	£21,895	

per	employee	to	survive

Forestry	contributes	
£2bn	to	UK	GVA		

and	employs		
80,000	people

Pillar	I
£405	million

Other	rural	
business

Environment	and		
social	funding	Pillar	II

£242	million

A COMMON  
COUNTRYSIDE POLICY

Funding	for	ecosytem		
services,	landscapes,		

amenity,	research,		
investment,	innovation... Farming,	

forestry,	tourism,	
sport,	renewable	
energy,	and	other	
rural	businesses
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