Nurseries promote UK-grown stock

From FTN March 2006

The FTA Nursery Producers’ Group met at the beginning of February and discussed a wide range of topics including grants, planting and restocking statistics, hedging, nematodes for weevil control, other pesticide issues, and climate change.  All members of the group promote the use and benefits of UK-grown nursery stock, and must adhere to, and be registered under, the Forest Reproductive Material Regulations 2002.  Here is a who’s who of the group.  Please feel free to contact them directly if they can provide you with any stock.
Alba Trees plc, a member of the Buccleuch Group of Companies, has annual sales of 6 million cell-grown plants – trees for forestry and amenity, reeds, shrubs, hedging and wildflowers.  Based in East Lothian, it also provides tree protection products including nursery overspray and pre-fitted WeeNets for weevil protection.  It is agent for the Bracke planting machine.  James Hepburne Scott  www.albatrees.co.uk  Tel: 01620 825058.
Cheviot Trees is a specialist producer of cell-grown trees, hedging, shrubs and wetland species for forestry, landscape and amenity use, based near Berwick-upon-Tweed.  Growing quality, accredited, British stock predominantly from British seed, with many local provenances and including improved Sitka spruce.  Cell-grown stock is ideal for extended planting and assisting with completion of delayed schemes and is well proven for easy handling and planting.  Cheviot Trees is a main agent for the full range of Tubex plant protection.  Harry Frew  www.cheviot-trees.co.uk   Tel: 01289 386755.
Christie Elite Nurseries Ltd produces 10 million bare-root and cell-grown plants annually on 400 acres of nursery in northeast Scotland.  The range includes native and productive broadleaves, and forest conifers including vegetatively propagated SuperElite Sitka spruce.  Delivery is by own trained and experienced drivers.  Extensive cold storage and electrodyn facilities are available.  Derek McDonald  www.christie-elite.co.uk  Tel: 01309 678806.
Christies (Fochabers) Ltd is pleased to announce the appointments of Christine Christie and Neal Christie to the board of directors.  Neal, who is the sixth generation, works alongside his father Ronald in the forestry department.  This year they are able to offer elctrodyn treatment which they see as the way forward for establishing the future in forestry.  All conifers are grown on the nursery which covers an area of 240 hectares around Fochabers.  All stock is produced from registered seed sources – they have 1.5 million Caledonian Scots pine Scottish provenance and 2 million native hardwoods.  Ronald Christie  Tel: 01542 835632.
The Johnsons of Whixley Group is the principal producer of nursery stock throughout Europe.  Johnsons became the first grower in Europe to achieve accreditation to ISO 9002.  It has 300 hectares of production split over seven sites in the Vale of York. Over 11 million forest/hedging transplants and seedlings are produced yearly at their Endfield site.  Steve Green  www.nurserymen.co.uk  Tel: 01423 330234.
Lynders Forest Nursery comprises 28 hectares near Ross-on-Wye, with all stock field grown from seed and bare-root.  The main forestry conifers and broadleaves are grown, including hedging, Christmas trees and a range of woodland shrubs.  Seed for broadleaves is obtained from British sources where available, and the stock produced is seedlings, undercuts, transplants and some whip sizes.  A humidity-controlled coldstore is used.  Brian Evans  www.lynders.co.uk  Tel:  01989 780212.
Prees Heath Forest Nursery, established over 25 years, is situated on Shropshire’s finest heathland soils.  The nursery produces well-balanced plants, carefully grown, lifted and dispatched to anywhere in the UK.  All forestry stock is from registered sources; UK provenance available.  A wide range of feathered trees, shrubs and sundry items are also available. David Gwillam  Tel: 01948 841353.
The Treesplease nursery occupies 100 acres of the beautiful Tyne Valley specialising in high quality bare-root trees and hedging plants with many different provenances available for all main species. Shrubs and bigger trees are also grown for landscaping and instant impact. Treesplease is the UK agents for the Nortene range of tree protection products.  Charles Beaumont  www.treesplease.co.uk  Tel: 01434 633049.
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