Confederation of Forest Industries – Nursery Producers’ Group

Membership Rules
1.
Any amendment to the rules of this organisation should require the agreement of at least 75% of the membership.

2.
Membership to the Group will be through the following procedure:-


(a)
application received by Chairman on prescribed form (see enclosed form headed “Application For Membership Of The ConFor Nursery Producers’ Group”);


(b)
summary of application circulated by Chairman to members;


(c)
members given four weeks to object or query application;


(d)
if a query is received by a member concerning the validity of an application with regard to paragraph 3 below, then the Chairman will nominate an existing member to verify that application. If the applicant refuses to provide sufficient information to enable their application to be verified then that application will be rejected If the application is verified then the application will be accepted. If the application is not verified as correct then the application will be treated as having had an objection and be dealt with as in paragraph (e);


(e)
if a business related objection is received to an application then the Chairman will put the application to a vote of the membership. For an application to succeed it must receive a vote in favour of its application by at least 75% of the votes cast by the existing membership;


(f)
if an application is rejected then no further application from the applicant can be considered until at least one year from the date of rejection;


(h)
the applicant will become a member once four full weeks have passed without the Chairman having received an objection or query as referred to in paragraphs (d) and (e);  or on succeeding in obtaining a vote of 75% of the votes cast by the membership in their favour as detailed in paragraph (e);

.

3.
To apply for membership, candidates should:

(a) be a fully paid up member of ConFor;

(b) have their nursery located in the UK;

(c) must be registered under and adhere to  the FRM regulations;

(d) 
have at least 100 acres in production of forest and hedging nursery stock, or demonstrate that at least 60% of their turnover of forest and hedging planting stock is of their own grown production with a minimum level of own grown production annual sales of 1 million plants; and

(e)
not be a State or 'semi-State' owned organisation.

4.
Members will be expelled from the Group if at least 75% of the membership vote for a member's expulsion. A vote for expulsion of a member can be initiated either at the complete discretion of the Chairman, or on the Chairman receiving a written request, signed by at least four members.

5.
An AGM will be held at which a Chairman will be elected by a single majority vote of those present. Quorum for an AGM will be three members. Three months' notice of the AGM will be issued by the Chairman.

6.
Members agree to transparency in the content of their business, namely that they will disclose, for all sales of their nursery production:


(a)
sources of seed; and


(b)
whether the stock has been bought in from another nursery.

7.
Members should ensure any annual subscription due is paid in full annually in advance on 1 June. Failure to pay within three months of the due date will result in automatic expulsion from the Group.

8.
The level of subscription will be agreed annually at the AGM.

9.
In all matters relating to the interpretation of these rules the Chairman’s view will be 

regarded as ruling.







